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Arts & Culture Desk

Iran’s Minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance, Abbas 
Salehi, outlined plans for en-
hanced cultural cooperation 
with Egypt focused on Islam-
ic manuscripts and literary 
translation during a meeting 
with Egyptian Minister of 
Culture Ahmed Fouad Hanno 
at the UNESCO World Con-
ference on Cultural Policies 
(MONDIACULT 2025) in Barcelona, 
Spain.
Salehi highlighted the vast col-
lection of Islamic manuscripts 
in Iran, spanning heritage from 
various Muslim nations, and 
proposed joint projects for pres-
ervation, study, and exhibition, 
IRNA reported. “The 1,500th 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s birth offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for 
cultural collaboration,” he said.
The ministers also discussed 
translating contemporary 
Egyptian and Iranian works, 
including poetry and novels, to 
strengthen cross-cultural un-
derstanding.

UNESCO cooperation, 
media initiatives
The meeting further explored 
leveraging UNESCO platforms 
to safeguard tangible and in-
tangible heritage shared by the 
two nations.
Hanno welcomed the initia-
tives, noting Egypt’s own sig-
nificant manuscript collections 
and the potential to host exhi-
bitions of Iranian works.
Both ministers agreed on ex-
panding media cooperation 
and participation in each oth-
er’s cultural festivals to pro-
mote mutual understanding 
and visibility of shared heri-
tage.
 
Iran, Greece heritage 
reignited
Salehi met Greek Minister of 
Culture Lina Mendoni to dis-
cuss the historical and cultural 
ties between Iran and Greece.
“Culture is the driving force of 
nations’ growth,” Salehi said, 
highlighting opportunities for 
collaboration.
Key proposals included joint 
cinema projects, academic 

exchanges, and literary initia-
tives such as poetry sessions 
and critical publications on 
contemporary and classical 
literature.
The ministers also explored 
cooperative measures to com-
bat illicit trafficking of cultural 
artifacts, safeguard historical 
sites from climate impacts, and 
promote handicrafts.
 
Regional cultural 
diplomacy
In discussions with Azerbaijani 
Minister of Culture Adil Karim-
li, Salehi emphasized activating 
cultural centers and organizing 
cultural weeks to strengthen 
bilateral engagement. “As neigh-
bors, we can achieve remarkable 
results in economic, political, 

and cultural areas,” he said.
The two ministers covered 
the finalization of a film coop-
eration agreement and media 
collaboration to enhance the 
portrayal of both nations. Cin-
ema, tangible and intangible 
heritage, and participation in 
international cultural organi-
zations and festivals were also 
prioritized for joint action.
 
Barcelona hub for 
regional culture
Salehi’s engagements during 
MONDIACULT 2025 reflect 
Iran’s strategic approach to 
cultural diplomacy. By focusing 
on heritage preservation, liter-

ary translation, cinema, and 
academic exchange, Iran aims 
to foster deeper regional ties. 
The discussions with Egypt, 
Greece, and Azerbaijan demon-
strate a multifaceted approach, 
combining centuries-old civ-
ilizational connections with 
contemporary cultural collab-
oration.
The minister’s proposals are 
expected to lead to formal 
agreements and programs that 
will extend Iran’s cultural influ-
ence, support heritage preser-
vation, and provide platforms 
for collaborative creativity 
across literature, cinema, and 
the arts.

Talks with Egypt, Greece and Azerbaijan in Spain

Tehran, Cairo plan major cultural 
exchange on manuscripts, literature

Pezeshkian urges overhaul of drug 
laws to crack down on trafficking

 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on 
Monday called for a sweeping reform of 
the country’s anti-narcotics laws, urging a 
strategy focused on demand management 
and harsher penalties for traffickers.
Speaking at a meeting with members of 
Parliament’s Legal and Judicial Committee 
and officials from the Drug Control Head-
quarters, Pezeshkian said the approach 
had proven effective in reducing drug use 
and related crime in other nations, presi-
dent.ir reported.
The proposed framework would make il-
licit drug markets redundant by offering 
legal, monitored access to substances for 
users, while simultaneously tightening 
enforcement against traffickers and illegal 
distributors.
“This dual approach will not only curb con-
sumption but also reduce crimes such as 
theft, family disintegration, and the spread 
of drug dealing among addicts,” Pezeshkian 
said.
Under the new plan, all drug users, regard-
less of the type or intensity of their con-
sumption, could access services in legal 
centers under official supervision.
The aim, he explained, is to eliminate de-
mand for the illegal market while ensuring 
users are monitored and treated for addic-
tion-related consequences.
Pezeshkian emphasized that alongside 
user support, enforcement would be inten-
sified, with traffickers and illegal distribu-
tors facing tougher penalties.

He described the approach as a way to both 
dismantle the illegal market and generate 
accurate data on drug use, enabling target-
ed interventions and treatment.
The president also addressed the broader 
challenge of public sector reform. He noted 
repeated resistance to structural changes 
across government institutions and called 
on lawmakers for support.
“We encounter numerous justifications to 
abandon reforms,” he said. “It is unaccept-
able to divert resources from improving 
public welfare and the economy to main-
tain inefficient bureaucracies. Success de-
pends on cohesion, serious collaboration, 
and effective synergy across all branches of 
government.”
Officials at the meeting discussed proposed 
legal amendments, with Pezeshkian urg-
ing Parliament to quickly add clauses that 
would guarantee the implementation of the 
demand management strategy.
He expressed confidence that the plan 
would sharply reduce drug use, the social 
consequences of addiction, petty drug deal-
ing among users, arrests, and prison popu-
lations linked to narcotics.
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Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, Abbas Salehi (2nd L), meets 
with Greek Minister of Culture Lina 
Mendoni (2nd R) on the sidelines of 
the MONDIACULT 2025 conference in 
Barcelona, Spain, on October 6, 2025.

 IRNA

Iran unveils five 
new museums, 
520 rare artifacts on view

 
Mostazafan Foundation of Islamic Revolution inaugu-
rated five new museums nationwide, showcasing over 
520 previously unseen artifacts. The launch coincides 
with the opening of the Dafineh Museum in Tehran, 
which now houses a rare collection of 7,500 historic 
manuscripts dating back 130 years. The new museums 
span diverse themes, including ancient art, classic au-
tomobiles, and Islamic heritage. Notably, the Millennia 
of Art Museum on Kish Island features more than 320 
artworks spanning various historical periods, IRNA re-
ported. Housed in the former Prime Minister’s Palace, 
the museum occupies 900 square meters and is open 
to the public free of charge for two weeks. The Kish 
Free Zone Organization has leased the building to the 
Mostazafan Foundation for 15 years, with the founda-
tion responsible for its upkeep.
In Tehran, the third museum, Artistic Vignettes, dis-
plays 78 pieces of ceramics, paintings, and tiles. The 
museum also offers a newly restored library with 7,500 
volumes of rare books and manuscripts. The fourth 
museum, Artistic Ornaments, located in Ramsar, show-
cases 200 pieces of jewelry and decorative items dat-
ing from 3,500 BC to 500 BC. The fifth museum, Classic 
Cars Phase III,’ features 75 meticulously restored vin-
tage vehicles, all of which are now on display.
Hamidreza Soleimani, CEO of the Dafineh Museum 
Group, announced plans to launch Iran's first digital 
museum in the coming months. He also revealed that 
inventory checks are underway to update the founda-
tion's extensive collection.
The Mostazafan Foundation, a significant cultural and 
economic institution in Iran, was established after the 
1979 Islamic Revolution to manage assets previously 
held by the Pahlavi regime. It operates as a charitable 
foundation, focusing on social welfare and cultural 
preservation.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) addresses 
members of Parliament’s Legal and Judicial 
Committee and officials from the Drug Control 
Headquarters during a meeting on drug law 
enforcement and reform in Tehran on October 6, 
2025.
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