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Iran should keep all doors open to dispel nuclear impasse

After the United States 
withdrew from the 

2015 nuclear deal 
(the JCPOA) in 2018 
and reimposed 
unilateral sanc-

tions, Iran—hav-
ing not reaped the 

promised benefits of 
the agreement—was compelled to scale 
back its nuclear commitments gradually. 
Negotiations between Tehran and West-
ern countries to reach a new accord con-
tinued, and a fresh round of talks with the 
United States had also begun until June 
when Israel launched a military aggres-
sion against Iran and the United States 
bombed certain Iranian nuclear facilities. 
Tehran, reacting to what it saw as the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency’s pas-
sive stance and biased positions, suspend-
ed its cooperation with the watchdog.
Meanwhile, the three European parties 

to the JCPOA – France, Germany and the 
UK – seized on Iran’s remedial measures 
and the suspension of cooperation with 
the IAEA to invoke the so-called “snap-
back” mechanism to restore UN. They 
even judged the Cairo understanding 
reached between Iran and the IAEA on 
a framework for new cooperation to be 
insufficient and Iran’s final diplomatic 
efforts on the sidelines of the UN General 
Assembly in New York failed to shift the 
hardline positions of Western states.
Ultimately, on September 19, the UN Se-
curity Council voted against extending 
the suspension of sanctions and previous 
resolutions were effectively revived at 
the end of the 30-day period, although 
Russia and China, as permanent Council 
members, did not deem the enforcement 
of those sanctions mandatory.
With the revival of UN resolutions, Iran’s 
cooperation with the IAEA and the future 
of the country’s nuclear file have been 
thrown into uncertainty. Iran now faces 
decisive choices—decisions that must find 
a way out of the current deadlock with-
out jeopardizing the country’s national 

interests.
Iran Daily spoke with Heydar-Ali Masou-
di, an analyst of international affairs, 
about these developments.
 

IRAN DAILY: Considering Foreign Min-

ister Abbas Araghchi’s recent remarks 

that the Cairo understanding has be-

come ineffective following the instiga-

tion of the snapback mechanism, is Iran 

seeking to redefine its cooperation with 
the IAEA, or are there signs that Tehran 

is moving toward suspending or cutting 

off collaboration?
MASOUDI: I think the Foreign Ministry, by 
necessity, should seek to strike a balance 
between domestic legal requirements on 
cooperation with the IAEA on one hand, 
and diplomatic imperatives and realities 
on the international stage on the other. At 
present there is some limited cooperation 
with the IAEA—primarily for oversight of 
the Bushehr power plant—but if coopera-
tion were to be extended to other matters, 
such as monitoring sites that were bombed, 
three conditions would need to be met.

First, there must be a consensual decision 
within the Supreme National Security 
Council. Second, any such cooperation with 
the agency would need to be considered 
part of a broader diplomatic agreement 
with the major international powers. And 
third, there must be an agreed technical 
framework with the IAEA to ensure that 
cooperation can begin in a way that is se-
cure and non-detrimental to Iran’s nuclear 
industry.

Araghchi has said that the three Europe-

an countries have weakened their role 

in the negotiation process by activating 

the snapback mechanism and by show-

ing bad faith toward Iran’s proposals. Yet 

he continues to stress Iran’s adherence 

to diplomacy. Can this stance be read 

as Tehran sidelining the European troi-

ka and preferring to negotiate directly, 

without intermediaries, with Washing-

ton?
Previously the foreign minister spoke of 
completely sidelining Europeans from di-
plomacy should the snapback mechanism 

be triggered. More recently, however, his 
remarks have focused on the weakening 
of Europe’s position in negotiations. This 
could signal a tentative willingness in Teh-
ran to remain open to diplomacy, even with 
European actors. Moreover, by “Europeans” 
one might mean more than just the troika; 
in recent months there have been occasion-
al mentions of mediation by other European 
states, such as Norway, between Iran and 
the United States.
Overall, irrespective of European participa-
tion or absence in nuclear diplomacy with 
Iran, it appears that Tehran still maintains 
direct channels of communication with 
Washington, including through the US spe-
cial representative for talks with Iran [Steve 

Witkoff]. The issue, though, is that with [US 

Secretary of State] Marco Rubio’s ascendancy 
over many aspects of US foreign policy de-cision-making, the influence of figures like 
Witkoff has diminished, and the United 
States now seeks a different model of ne-
gotiations with Iran—one 
of direct, public talks. Yet, 
there may not be a domestic decision now 
in Iran to pursue such talks openly.

Pezeshkian urges overhaul of
drug laws to crack down on trafficking
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) addresses members of 
Parliament’s Legal and Judicial Committee and officials from 
the Drug Control Headquarters during a meeting on drug law 
enforcement and reform in Tehran on October 6, 2025.
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Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Ismaeil Baqaei called the 
United States a "law-breaking" 
country after its president 
threatened Tehran with new 
military strikes. 
US President Donald Trump on 
Sunday warned that Washing-
ton would bomb Iran again if it 
restarted its nuclear program, 
while speaking at a ceremony 
marking the 250th anniversary 
of the US Navy at Naval Station 
Norfolk in Virginia.
“We’ll have to take care of that 
too if they do,” Trump said, re-
ferring to Tehran’s potential 
resumption of nuclear activity. “You want to do that, it’s fine, 
but we’re going to take care of 
that and we’re not going to wait 
so long.”
Trump also praised the June 22 
US airstrikes on Iran’s nuclear 

facilities as “perfectly executed,” 
saying American B-2 bombers 
and submarine-launched Tom-
ahawk missiles hit every single 
target.
The operation targeted three 
key Iranian nuclear sites fol-
lowing the Israeli aggression 
that began on June 13.
"Admitting and acknowledging 
a criminal and illegal act brings 
no credibility to the US. Rather, 
it only proves to the interna-
tional community and the Irani-
an nation that the United States 
is a law-breaking actor who fails 
to live up to the accepted inter-
national rules and regulations," 
Baqaei said during his weekly 
press conference.
 
No negotiations for nowThe Iranian official also said 
that Tehran has no plan to en-
ter new nuclear negotiations 
with the European parties to 

the 2015 nuclear deal, which 
triggered the reimposition of in-
ternational sanctions by invok-
ing the snapback mechanism of 
the nuclear agreement.
“We currently do not have any 
plans to enter negotiations. At 
this stage, our focus is on con-
sidering the impacts and con-
sequences of the actions of the 
three European countries and 
the United States.” However, 
Baqaei said that, “Whenever 
we feel that diplomacy can bear fruit, we will definitely make 
decisions based on the interests and benefits of the country.”
EU foreign policy chief Kaja 
Kallas said on Sunday that the 
snapback of sanctions and nu-
clear restrictions must not be 
the end of diplomacy.
“In this spirit, I will continue 
to reach out to all stakehold-
ers, including Iran. Because a 
sustainable solution to the Ira-

nian nuclear issue can only be 
achieved through negotiation 
and diplomacy”, she said.
Western countries, spearheaded 
by the United States, accuse Iran 

of pursuing nuclear weapons and define uranium enrichment 
as a red line.
Iran categorically rejects the 
accusations, insisting that its 

nuclear program is solely for 
civilian purposes and that it 
has a right to enrichment under 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty.

International Desk

Iran calls US ‘law-breaking actor’ 

after Trump’s threats of new strikes
Tehran has ‘no plans’ to enter new nuclear talks with Europe

Given the uncertainty and stale-
mate that have followed provoca-

tion of the snap-
back, how long can 

this situation persist, and what 
options does Iran have to break 
the impasse? What demands could 
Tehran put forward to return to the 
path of agreement?
A few points come to mind for ex-
iting the deadlock. First, keeping 
diplomatic channels open with all influential parties to the nuclear file, 
including Europe, the United States, 
and other Security Council members. 

Second, engaging in direct, public or 
private, interaction with US coun-
terparts to speed the transmission 
of diplomatic messages at times of 
crises or in order to create openings 
in relations in case Iran formulates a 
strategy for comprehensive negoti-
ations with the United States. Next, 
developing a post-snapback diplo-
matic strategy. Such diplomacy could 
involve a broad array of engagements 
with China and Russia aimed at fore-
stalling the enforcement of Security Council sanctions, or at least finding 
new avenues for economic and secu-

rity cooperation with those states. 
It could also include outreach to re-
gional actors to build new coalitions 
or strengthen existing partnerships 
in security and economic spheres.
Finally, rebuilding the country’s 
defense capabilities—through con-
sultations with states like China for 
the purchase of air defense systems 
and weapons—and bolstering mis-
sile capabilities to raise the costs of 
any new military action against Iran. 
Those are the principal courses of 
action that come to mind for steering 
Iran out of the current impasse.

Iran should keep ...

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Cartoonist

Tehran voices support for bids to halt crimes, 

ethnic cleansing in Gaza

Iran reacted to a recent peace 
plan proposed by the United 
States to end Israel’s onslaught on 
Gaza, saying that it will support 
any decision aimed at halting war 
crimes and ethnic cleansing in the 
Palestinian territory.
In a statement on Sunday, Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry said Tehran 
has always supported initiatives 
aimed at halting war crimes and 
ethnic cleansing in the Gaza Strip 
and securing Palestinian self-de-
termination, citing the 1948 UN 
Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide and the legal and moral 
responsibility of states to support 
the legitimate struggle of Palestin-
ians to achieve freedom.

The statement said that decisions over any cease-fire or political 
settlement must rest with the 
Palestinians themselves, including 
the armed resistance.
It said Tehran welcomes any de-
cision by them that “entails stop-
ping the genocide of Palestinians, 
the withdrawal of the occupying 
Zionist army from Gaza, respect 
for the Palestinian people’s right 
to self-determination, the entry of 
humanitarian assistance and the 
reconstruction of Gaza.”
Tehran also warned that a cessa-
tion of hostilities would not ab-
solve international actors of their 
duty to pursue legal accountabil-
ity.
US President Donald Trump wel-
comed at the weekend Hamas’s 
positive response to a peace pro-

posal for Gaza and called on Isra-
el to “immediately stop bombing 
Gaza,” while Israel has continued 
its deadly bombardment of Gaza, 
killing at least 20 more Palestin-
ians since dawn.
The ministry stressed that stop-
ping the violence must be ac-
companied by “legal and judi-
cial” action to hold the regime 
accountable, and to “identify and 
prosecute the commanders and 
perpetrators of war crimes, geno-
cide and crimes against humanity 
in the Gaza Strip, with the aim of 
ending the decades-long impunity 
of the Zionist regime.”
The statement was referring to a Trump-proposed cease-fire plan, 
which demands the rapid release 
of captives held in Gaza, staged 
Israeli withdrawals, and the cre-
ation of a transitional administra-
tion.
On Friday, Hamas submitted its 
response to the 20-point pro-
posal, with the group agreeing to 
hand over administration of the 
besieged territory to Palestinian 
technocrats and free all Israeli 
captives.
The Gaza-based resistance 
group’s response said it was will-
ing to “immediately enter” peace 
negotiations through mediators.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
denounced a recently revealed Israeli 
propaganda campaign aimed at drum-
ming up support for the regime on social 
media.
In a post on his X account on Monday, 
Araghchi said, “We don’t pay people to lie 
on social media. That’s what Israel does.”
The comment followed a report by the 
Quincy Institute, which said that the 
Israeli regime pays a group of approxi-mately 14 to 18 social media influencers 
around $7,000 for each promotional post 
aimed at creating a positive image of the 
regime in American public opinion.
As global public opinion shifts decisive-
ly against Israel’s genocidal campaign in 
Gaza, the regime is intensifying efforts to 
dominate the space through a network of paid influencers, algorithm manipula-
tion, AI content framing and covert media 
partnerships.
At the center of the campaign is a covert influence operation, exposed in docu-ments filed under the US Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. The Israeli foreign min-
istry, through its contractor Bridges Part-
ners, has reportedly paid up to $7,000 per post for influencers to publish pro-Is-
rael content on platforms such as TikTok 
and Instagram. 
According to Responsible Statecraft, the 

“Influencer Campaign” was budgeted at 
$900,000 to cover 75–90 posts between 
June and September 2024. The content is 
being produced under an initiative called 
the “Esther Project.”
The name bears resemblance to a sepa-
rate initiative by the right-wing US think 
tank, the Heritage Foundation, which 
launched its own “Project Esther” in Oc-
tober 2024. The Heritage campaign aims 
to identify and counter what it describes 
as “antisemitic” rhetoric on US campuses 
and in public discourse — an effort that 
critics say equates legitimate criticism of 
Israel with support for terrorism.

Araghchi raps Israel’s social media 

push to sway US public opinion
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People run for cover during an Israeli 

airstrike on a high-rise building in Gaza City, 

on September 5, 2025.
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Major gas, oil reserves discovered 

in southern Fars: Minister

Steel output 

up 3.2% 

to nearly 

15m tons, 

rebounding 

after Q1 dip

Iran’s steel production 
reached nearly 15 million tons in the first half of 
the current Iranian calen-
dar year, which began on 
March 21, marking a 3.2% increase from the same pe-
riod last year, the Iranian 
Steel Producers Association 
(ISPA) said on Monday.
The six-month growth con-
trasts with a 4.8% decline reported in the first quar-
ter, suggesting improved performance across the 
industry despite persistent 
power shortages, IRNA re-
ported.
According to ISPA, the re-bound likely reflects better 
planning by steelmakers to 
secure electricity through purchases of “green” and 
open-market power as well as self-supplied power 
plants.
In Iran, some major in-
dustrial producers such as 
steelmakers have started purchasing electricity from “green” and open-market 
sources — renewable ener-
gy sources — or generating 
it through their own power plants to offset shortages from the national grid.
Producers had expected se-
vere power restrictions this 
year, but unexpected 90% 
electricity cuts in May and June forced them to adapt quickly, the report said.
Among steel chain prod-
ucts, rebar and iron ore 
concentrate saw the high-
est growth, attributed to 
their lower power con-
sumption. The surge in iron 
ore concentrate exports 
also supported higher out-
put.In contrast, production of 
various steel sheets de-
clined due to weak market 
demand and continued im-ports. Although imports of 
steel sheets have trended 
downward, the association 
said their volume remains unjustified given the coun-try’s significant unused do-
mestic capacity.

I ra n’ s  O i l  M i n i s t e r 
Mohsen Paknejad an-
nounced on Monday the discovery of large gas 
and oil reserves in the Pazan field in the south-ern province of Fars, de-scribing it as a significant 
step toward addressing the country’s future en-
ergy shortages.
According to Paknejad, 
exploration operations in the Pazan field have 
revealed an estimated 10 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of 
gas in place.“If we assume a 70% re-covery factor, this equals about 7 tcf of extractable gas — roughly the equiv-alent of 7,000 days, or 17 to 18 years, of pro-duction from a single South Pars phase,” he ex-
plained.
The discovery adds 10 tcf to Iran’s total proven gas reserves. After near-ly eight years of halted exploration, drilling of 
the second exploratory 
well resumed and was 

recently completed, lead-ing to the latest findings, 
Paknejad noted.

Oil reserves found
In addition to its sub-
stantial gas potential, 
the minister said that exploration teams from 
the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) have, for the first time, entered a 
horizontal layer estimat-
ed to contain at least 200 million barrels of crude oil .  “Further studies 
could reveal even larger volumes,” he said.
The development con-tract for the Pazan gas and oil field has already 
been awarded, and oper-
ational work is expected 
to begin soon. Produc-tion from the field is pro-
jected to start within 40 
months, Paknejad added.
Iran, the world’s sec-ond-largest holder of 
natural gas reserves, ex-
pects the newly discov-ered field to help offset 
supply shortages and 
strengthen its long-term 
energy security, he said.

Minister says Aras corridor 

remains intact despite 

US-backed Zangezur plans

Iran’s transport min-
ister said the Aras 
(Kalaleh) rail and road 
corridor remains ac-
tive and under Iran’s 
c o n t r o l ,  r e j e c t i n g 
claims that Tehran has 
been sidelined by new 
regional transit ini-
tiatives involving the 
United States and Ar-
menia.“The Aras rail and road 
corridor, with Iran at its core, is still in place,” Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh Mal-
vajerd told ILNA on 
Monday.“This route, which re-
connects Azerbaijan 
to Nakhchivan through 
Iranian territory, con-
tinues to operate, and 
Iran remains at the heart of it,” she said.
Her remarks came 
amid reports that the 

so-called “Peace and Development” plan 
— which includes US 
participation in the 
Zangezur, or TRIPP, 
corridor — aims to 
establish an American foothold in the South 
Caucasus and exclude Iran from regional 
transit routes. The plan 
reportedly grants the 
United States a 99-year 
exclusive management 
right over the Zangezur 
corridor, raising con-
cerns in Tehran over 
potential constraints 
on Iran’s regional trade 
links.
Sadegh Malvajerd dis-
missed such concerns, saying, “The idea of re-moving Iran from the 
corridor has no mean-ing.”“The route on which 
Armenia has reached 
preliminary agree-
ments with the United 
States has essentially 

no connection to Irani-an territory,” she said.
She added that Tehran 
remains committed to 
completing the Aras 
corridor, contingent on the allocation of necessary financial re-sources. “With financial 
support prioritized, we 
will rapidly complete 
the Aras corridor, and 
this route will strength-en the region,” Sadegh 
Malvajerd said.
However, the minster questioned the feasibil-ity of the US-Armenia initiative, noting, “The 
path they have agreed 
on passes through 
steep, mountainous 
terrain, making it un-
likely to be complet-ed in the near future. 
However, the Aras-Ka-
laleh corridor remains 
intact, provided we can complete its infra-structure as quickly as possible.”

Economy  Desk

Economy  Desk

Economy  Desk

Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

sign new rail cooperation pact

Iran, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan 
signed a new rail cooperation deal 
aimed at optimizing rail capacities 
among the three countries and in-
creasing international rail transport 
volumes, ILNA reported.The agreement, titled “Procedures for 
the Movement, Registration, and Audit-ing of Iranian Wagons” in Turkmen and 
Uzbek territories, was signed in the presence of Jabbar Ali Zakeri, CEO of the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways, Silap Norberdiev, Deputy Minister of Rail Transport of Turkmenistan, and Zaufer Nerzulayev, Chairman of Uzbeki-
stan Railways.Under the terms of the framework, 
the parties emphasized conducting international freight transport based 
on existing rail cargo agreements and 
reached consensus on several key is-
sues. The agreement covers the oper-ation of Iranian wagons with different technical specifications — including 
covered wagons, tankers, grain wagons, 
and container wagons — in the territo-ries of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.It also establishes regulations for 
wagons and bogies with a track gauge 

of 1,520 millimeters, whether state-
owned or private. A notable provision 
allows Iranian wagons and bogies manufactured in Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) countries to 
operate in Turkmenistan and Uzbeki-
stan, provided periodic maintenance 
is observed and written approval is obtained from the host countries. This facilitates the transport of packaged, bulk, and liquid cargo in tanks.The framework further details the han-dling of cargo carried by Iranian wag-
ons to domestic destinations within 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, as well as the transit of goods through their 
territories, including transshipment to 
local wagons.
The agreement is described as a sig-nificant step toward strengthening 
regional rail connectivity and boosting 
cross-border trade in Central Asia.
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 IRNA
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Two Years of War, Lifetime of Trauma 

It has been two years since the 
surprise assault of the Pales-
tinian resistance group Hamas 
on Israel on October 7, 2023, 
dubbed “Operation Al-Aqsa 
Storm”. The attacks were then 
used by Tel Aviv as a pretext for 
widespread slaughter in Gaza 
and for spreading insecurity 
throughout the region, spark-
ing a war that has displaced 
over two million Palestinians 
and resulted in over 67,000 
deaths in Gaza.
The October 7 Hamas attacks, 
or Operation Al-Aqsa Storm, 
were carried out in response to 
the Zionist regime’s killing of 
Palestinians and desecration of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. During these 
attacks, Hamas forces target-
ed areas within the occupied 
territories with rockets, killing 
more than 1,400 Israelis and 
wounding 3,000. The operation 
also saw Hamas taking over 
250 captives. Many senior mil-
itary officials and politicians of 
the Zionist regime regard Op-
eration Al-Aqsa Storm as their 
greatest military defeat.
In retaliation, Israel launched 
a large-scale military oper-
ation in the Gaza Strip and 
gradually expanded the war 
to other areas hosting resis-
tance supporters, including 
Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen. 
Ultimately, on June 13, 2025, 
the Israeli occupation regime, 
which had long been beating 
the war drum under the pre-
text of Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
dossier, launched a surprise 
operation targeting several 
military and nuclear facilities 
in Iran, marking the start of a 
short-lived war with Iran.
Despite two years passing 
since October 7, it seems the 
Zionist regime’s justifications 
for stepping up the war and 
creating turmoil in the region 
show no signs of letting up. 
The Zionists’ war-mongering 
has not only tangled the Pales-
tinian conflict further but has 
also pushed tensions in the 
Middle East to a boiling point. 
Meanwhile, ongoing attacks 
by the Zionist regime have 
thrown the region’s future 
into uncertainty and fueled 
instability. What is more, since 
October 7, the Zionists have 
been laying the groundwork 
for a new Middle East that has 
the occupied territories of Is-
rael significantly expanded. 
To explore these developments 
and the future of the region, 
Iran Daily has reached out 
to two prominent Jewish fig-
ures within Iran, namely Chief 
Rabbi Younes Hamami Lale-
hzar and lawmaker and head 
of Tehran Jewish Association  
Homayoun Sameyah Najafaba-
di, and they graciously provid-
ed us with their insights, which 
you can read in the following 
two pieces:

IRAN DAILY: As the religious 
leader of Iranian Jews, please 
tell us: How has your commu-
nity reacted to Israel’s war on 
Gaza and its crimes against Pal-
estinians?
LALEHZAR: Iranian Jews have 
spoken out against Zionist 
crimes and actions for many 
years, even before the country’s 
Islamic Revolution. This opposi-
tion became more prominent af-
ter the Revolution and especially 
since the October 7 incident and 
the start of the Zionist attacks. 
From the outset, Iranian Jews 
stood up against the war and 
expressed their support for the 
oppressed people of Gaza, with 
anti-war gatherings held by the 
Jewish community in Tehran 
and other cities.
Unfortunately, the Zionist re-
gime does not comply with 
any international law as war 
principles dictate that civilians 
and public centers — such as 
schools, hospitals, and civilian 
gathering points — should not 
be targeted, and defenseless 
people must not be killed. Such 
crimes are condemned by every 
god-fearing and free human be-
ing. As a result, people world-

wide have taken to the streets 
in protests against the Zionist 
regime’s unlawful actions, and 
as these reactions have contin-
ued, governments have gradual-
ly been compelled to condemn 
these crimes as well. These 
condemnations have also come 
from Jewish communities world-
wide and even within Israel, the 
US, UK, and Canada.

How has the war that erupted 
after October 7 affected the 
Jewish community in Iran?
The war has woken up and 
raised awareness among the 
people. The Iranian Jewish com-
munity’s responses to Zionist 
crimes have helped the Iranian 
public see the difference be-
tween Judaism, as a divine reli-
gion, and Zionism, as a political 
party.
Zionists, like Daesh (ISIS), 
have hijacked religion to car-
ry out massacres under the 
guise of faith. The separation 
between Judaism and Zionism 
was clearly stated by Imam 
Khomeini from the beginning 
of the Islamic Revolution, who 
said that Judaism and Zionism 
were separate and that Judaism 

should not be blamed for Zion-
ist actions.
Jews inside and outside Iran op-
pose Zionism’s views. We hope 
people worldwide will recognize 
the distinction between Judaism 
and Zionism, and that Jews will 
no longer face attacks on their 
centers in some countries, al-
lowing Jews to live peacefully 
alongside followers of other re-
ligions, as they do in Iran.

As you mentioned, Iranian 
Jews have lived for thousands 
of years in this land. Can the 
peaceful co-existence of Irani-
ans serve as a model for peace 
in the Middle East?
This long-term cohabitation has 
built strong ties between us. 
According to historical and reli-
gious Jewish documents, Cyrus 
the Great freed the Jewish com-
munity from captivity upon con-
quering Babylon, and since then, 
Jews have lived alongside other 
Iranians. Today, Jewish commu-
nities are present in nearly all 
Iranian provinces.
Over the years, the Jewish com-
munity has become deeply wo-
ven into Iranian society, and this 
coexistence is not just about 

tolerance between religions but reflects deep cooperation, empa-
thy, and solidarity. We are gen-
uinely one nation. Iranian Jews 
stood alongside other Iranians 
during the Islamic Revolution, 
the Iraqi-imposed eight-year war, and the recent conflict, even sacrificing martyrs for the 
country.
The way followers of different 
religions, including Judaism and 
Islam, live and interact peaceful-
ly in Iran can indeed serve as an 
ideal model for other countries 
and peoples worldwide.

After witnessing what has 
transpired in the past two 
years in Gaza, what message 
do you have for your society, in 
general, and your Jewish com-
munity, in particular?
The crimes committed by the 
Zionist regime against the 
people of Gaza over these two 
years have laid bare the depth 
of Gaza’s suffering to the world. 
Despite Zionist propaganda try-
ing to justify their actions, their 
crimes have been so blatant 
that there is no room for excuse. 
Now, almost the entire world 
has acknowledged the Pales-
tinians’ plight and the Zionists’ 
brutality.

If you could talk directly to 
Israel’s current leaders, espe-
cially Netanyahu, what would 
you say? 
Unfortunately, the Zionist lead-
ers show no willingness to lis-
ten to advice regarding their 
criminal acts. However, if they 
seek peace and stability for 
themselves and their people, 
they must respect the rights of 
others and call off the oppres-
sion and genocide in Palestine. 
In my opinion, the only way to end the conflict is to respect 
the rights of all residents in 
that land and implement the 
proposal of the Leader of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution for free 
elections in the Palestinian 
territories to establish a gov-
ernment chosen by the people. 
This would pave the way for 
peace and stability there and 
bring calm to a large part of the  
Middle East.

War still looms two years after Operation Al-Aqsa Storm

Only free elections in Palestine  

can end conflict: Chief rabbiChief rabbi

The war has woken 
up and raised 
awareness among 
the people. The 
Iranian Jewish 
community’s 
responses to Zionist 
crimes have helped 
the Iranian public 
see the difference 
between Judaism, 
as a divine religion, 
and Zionism, as 
a political party. 
Imam Khomeini also 
repeatedly said that 
Judaism and Zionism 
were separate and 
that Judaism should 
not be blamed for 
Zionist actions. 
Zionists, like Daesh 
(ISIS), have hijacked 
religion to carry out 
massacres under the 
guise of faith.

The leader of Iran’s Jewish  

community, Chief Rabbi Younes 

Hamami Lalehzar (R), waits in line to 

cast his vote at a polling station in 

the Hosseinyeh Ershad mosque in the 

capital Tehran during the country’s 

presidential election on June 18, 2021.

  ATTA KENARE/AFP 

By Sadeq Dehqan

Staff writer

I N T E R V I E W

Iranian Jews, headed by their  

religious leader, Rabbi Younes 

Hamami Lalehzar (2nd-R), protest in 

condemnation of Israel’s massacre of 

innocent civilians in Gaza on October 

30, 2023.

  ATTA KENARE/AFP 



Following the revolt of the be-
sieged against their jailors on 
October 7, 2023, the Zionist has-
bara machine mobilized across 
the world to impose a false nar-
rative. Its goal was clear: erase 
history, distort reality, and pres-
ent Israel as the eternal victim. 
According to this framing, Israel 
was a peaceful entity blindsided 
by an unprovoked attack that 
supposedly emerged out of no-
where.
October 7 did not fall from the 
sky. It was the culmination of 
decades of dispossession, siege, 
and systematic dehumanization. 
Long before October 2023, Gaza 
was described by international 
observers as the world’s largest 
open-air prison. It was subject-
ed to a starvation diet blockade 
for more than 16 years, or 5,800 
days. Long before that, its 2.3 
million inhabitants, of whom 
1.3 million are refugees or their 
descendants, were driven from 
their homes and villages in 1948 
during the Nakba, a catastrophe 
created by Zionist terror militias 
who ethnically cleansed the na-
tive Palestinians to create a state 
for Jews escaping European ha-
tred.
To understand October 7, one 

must place it within the con-
tinuum of Palestinian suffering. 
That single day was not an aber-
ration. It was one out of nearly 
28,000 days since 1948 of Zion-
ist hate and Israeli oppression. 
Each day carried the weight of 
exile, siege, humiliation, pov-
erty, and hopelessness. Yet 
hasbara wants to delete those 
decades from recorded memo-
ries, 28,000 days of Palestinian 
statelessness, and reduce histo-
ry to a single day divorced from 
context.The “first October 7” was not 

in 2023; It was in 1948, when 
Zionist terrorist militias, trans-
formed into today’s Israeli army, 
committed massacres, razed vil-
lages, and expelled Palestinians 
en masse. That foundational act 
of ethnic cleansing continues 
today. The daily bombardment, 
the starvation, the denial of ba-
sic human dignity to the people 
of Gaza are extensions of that 
original Zionist sin.
The hasbara’s greatest weap-
on is controlling the media, re-
framing narrative, and selective 
memory. It seeks to decontextu-

alize memory and conceal the 
structural violence that made 
October 7 inevitable. To re-
member the 28,000 days that 
preceded it is to expose the on-
going injustice at the heart of 
this so-called war: a colonized, 
besieged people struggling for 
survival against an occupying 
power that insists on their per-
manent subjugation.
Two years have passed since 
Israel unleashed its genocide 
plan. A strategy of systematic 
destruction, of homes, hospitals, 
schools, infrastructure, and of 

life itself. Gaza today is not a war 
zone. It is a graveyard of a peo-
ple suffocated before the eyes of 
a world that lost its humanity.
Two years, 24 months, and 730 
days more than that one October 
7 day. However measured, life 
since October 2023 has been an 
eternity of suffering for the peo-
ple of Gaza. A chronicle of geno-
cide streamed live on TV. The 
most fundamental measure of 
this holocaust is the destruction 
and staggering loss of life. Gaza 
today stands as the most ruth-
lessly bombarded place in histo-
ry: measured by explosives per 
square meter, Israel has dropped 
nearly 70 times more bombs on 
Gaza than the Allies did on Ger-
many in World War II, and 100 
times more than the US dropped 
on North Vietnam during Opera-
tion Rolling Thunder.
This genocide isn’t Israel’s alone; 
it’s the collective moral failure of 
the so-called Western civiliza-
tion. By enabling indicted war 
criminals, providing them with 
the genocide tools, and diplo-
matic protection, Western gov-
ernments have exposed the se-
lective value system they uphold. 
Their conspicuous silence, even 
as a war minister labels 250,000 civilians “terrorists,” reveals “Western values” as nothing but 
a cynical façade masking their 
hypocrisy and racial hierarchy.

The article first appeared on 
CounterPunch.
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Since Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution, the 
peaceful coexistence 
among religions 
has increased, 
and Jews in Iran 
live in harmony 
alongside other 
groups. In contrast, 
the Zionist regime’s 
leaders take no such 
approach, always 
aiming to stir up 
conflict in Palestine 
and elsewhere. We 
Iranian Jews hope 
the Zionist officials 
will soon come to 
their senses and 
stop the bloodshed 
so Palestinians can 
live safely in their 
lands alongside 
followers of other 
religions.

O P I N I O N

E X C L U S I V E

The Operation Al-Aqsa Storm 
was a reminder of the Palestin-
ians’ zeal for martyrdom and 
courage to defend their rights. 
Palestinians showed the world 
the vulnerability and fragility of 
the Zionist regime with minimal 
military means and proved how 
easily one could break into the 
heart of the occupied territo-
ries and even achieve victories. 
However, I believe the opera-
tion could have been carried 
out with better planning and 
foresight and might have even 
led to Hamas’s control over 
some of those areas.
Unfortunately, after this opera-
tion, the occupying regime laid 
into the defenseless people of 
Gaza with brutal attacks, killing 
thousands of women, children, 
and innocent civilians. Many 
hospitals, schools, mosques, 
churches, and religious sites 
were destroyed, causing severe 
damage to Gaza’s infrastruc-
ture. Currently, the situation in 
Gaza is such that many citizens 
are grappling with hunger and 
death.
The Zionists do not even allow 
international humanitarian 
aid to get through to the peo-
ple of Gaza. All routes by land, 
sea, and air have been closed, 

preventing assistance from 
reaching those in need, which 
has sparked widespread global 
outrage.
Many countries and Jewish 
communities worldwide have 
condemned these actions of the 
Zionists. Even inside the occu-
pied territories, people have 
taken to the streets to protest 
against the war crimes. Jew-
ish communities around the 
globe, alongside people from 
many countries in Europe, 
South America, North Ameri-
ca, and Muslim nations, have 
denounced these atrocities. In 
Iran, strongly worded state-
ments have been issued by our 
Jewish parliamentarian and 
Jewish associations from vari-
ous cities, with numerous gath-

erings organized to condemn 
the crimes in places like Esfah-
an, Shiraz, Tehran, Kermanshah, 
Kamyaran, and Yazd.
The Zionist assault on Gaza 
has made Jewish communities 
in various countries, even in 
those that support the Zionist 
regime, insecure. Several Jewish 
religious sites were set alight, 
and armed attacks occurred 
against Jews and their homes. 
However, Iran has seen none of 
this against its Jewish commu-
nity. Despite everyone knowing 
the depth of hostility between 
Iran and the Zionist regime, no 
issues or concerns have arisen 
for Iranian Jews, either from 
the public or the government. 
Yet, as the Gaza war drags on, 
the anxiety among Iranian Jews 

over the conflict’s consequenc-
es only continues to build.
Since Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion, the peaceful coexistence 
among religions has increased, 
and Jews in Iran live in harmo-
ny alongside other groups. In 
contrast, the Zionist regime’s 
leaders take no such approach, always aiming to stir up conflict 
in Palestine and elsewhere. We 
Iranian Jews hope the Zionist officials will soon come to their 
senses and stop the bloodshed 
so Palestinians can live safely in 
their lands alongside followers 
of other religions.
Two years of war in Gaza and 
Zionist attacks on other areas, 
including Lebanon, have made 
it clear that the Zionists’ aim 
in continuing their assaults 

after October 7 is to create 
a new Middle East where all 
countries fall under their dom-
ination. Therefore, it is incum-
bent upon all of us to stand up 
to these Zionist designs and 
stop them from achieving their 
goals.
Netanyahu is an extremely au-tocratic and selfish individual 
who is willing to set the whole region on fire just to keep his 
seat. As a member of the Jewish 
community, I urge Netanyahu 
to step down swiftly for the 
sake of his people’s welfare, 
so the world will no longer 
have to witness the slaughter 
of innocent men, women, and 
children, and the region can be freed from further conflict and 
turmoil.

Israel’s plan to dominate all Mideast countries
By Homayoun  

Sameyah Najafabadi

Jewish Iranian 

lawmaker

This frame grab from video released by the Global Sumud Flotilla shows Israeli navy 

soldiers aboard one of the flotilla’s vessels after it was intercepted as it approached 
the coast of Gaza on October 2, 2025. The flotilla was the largest yet to try to break 
the blockade on Gaza.
  GLOBAL SUMUD FLOTILLA/AP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu holds a map of “The New Middle East” 
that does not include Palestine, during his address to the United Nations General 
Assembly in New York on September 22, 2023.
  RICHARD DREW/AP

O P I N I O N

Two years of genocide in Gaza, 
 77 years of denial

By Jamal Kanj

Author, columnist

The photo above shows one of the 
earliest instances of the genocide 
of Palestinian lives by Israel, while 
the photo below it shows the Nakba 
day, where Palestinians were forcibly 
displaced and driven out of their 
homes in 1948.
  ARAB CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
AND POLICY STUDIES
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Athletics

Iranian girls relish ‘character-boosting’ milestone

Iran names roster for futsal friendlies in Russia

CAVA Women’s Volleyball Championship:

Iran clinched a best-ever finish in 12 editions of the 
World Para Athletics Cham-
pionships, placing third in New Delhi with 15 med-
als, including a record nine 
golds.
Mehran Nikoueimajd and 
Sadeq Beit Sayyah capped off the glorious nine-day campaign for the country at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadi-
um in style by adding a cou-ple of golds to Iran’s medal 
haul on Sunday.
Nikoueimajd registered 
a world record-breaking 12.27m throw on his final 
attempt in the shot put F34 
showdown.Jordan’s Ahmad Hindi, who 
had his world record shat-
tered by the Iranian, settled for the silver with 11.87m, 
and reigning Paralympic 
champion Mauricio Valencia finished on 11.50m to take 
the bronze.
Later in the day, Beit Sayyah, who was stripped of the 

Paralympic title last year for his controversial cele-
bration, redeemed himself 
by improving on his 2023 
world silver in the javelin throw F41 contest.The Iranian finished atop 
the podium thanks to a per-sonal-best 48.86m effort, with India’s Navdeep Singh (45.46), who was handed the 
Paralympic gold in Paris, and China’s Sun Pengxiang (43.60) in the following spots.Sunday’s glory came after 
the Iranians had also col-lected a couple of gold med-
als on the penultimate day of 
action in New Delhi.
Reigning Paralympic cham-
pion Yassin Khosravi was one of the three Iranian 
world-record breakers in 
the competitions, retaining 
his shot put dominance with 
a third successive world title in the men’s F57 class. 
Khosravi registered a 16.60m effort on his final 
attempt in the men’s F57 
class to improve his own 
world record – set in July 

2023 – by an impressive 59 
centimeters.
Ali Baziyar won the javelin 
F54 gold earlier on Satur-
day, with his compatriot Er-fan Bondori settling for the 
bronze. Saeid Afrooz, also a gold 
medalist in Paris, broke his 
own world record en route 
to glory in the javelin F34 
division, while Amirhossein 
Alipour (F11), and Aliasghar 
Javanmardi (F35) claimed 
the ultimate prize in their respective men’s shot put 
events, with Mahdi Olad 
completing an all-Iranian one-two finish in the F11 
category.
Hassan Bajoulvand, mean-
while, grabbed the gold medal in the men’s dis-cus throw F11 division. 
Elham Salehi was the sole 
Iranian gold medalist in the women’s competi-
tions, winning the title in 
the javelin throw F54 con-test – the Iranian girl’s sec-
ond medal in New Delhi following a bronze in the 

shot put F54 event.
Zeinab Moradi won a bronze in the women’s jav-
elin throw F56 class, while Iran’s only medal in the 
track events came in the women’s 400m T12 cate-
gory, where Hajar Safarza-
deh won a precious silver. 
Amanollah Papi got Iran of 
the mark with a consolation bronze in the men’s javelin throw F57 on the second of 
the competitions. 
Meanwhile, Brazil became 
only the second country, after Russia in 2013, to fin-
ish atop the overall medal 
table other than China, se-curing 15 golds, 20 silvers, 
and nine bronzes. The Asian powerhouse finished as the runner-up with 13 golds, 22 silvers, and 17 bronzes.The  team of  Neutra l 
Paralympic Athletes collect-ed 11 golds, 16 silvers, and 19 bronze medals, though their results were excluded from the official standings 
by the sport’s international 
governing body.

Winning the title at a four-
team tournament may 
hardly be regarded as a significant achievement by 
any measure. Still, oppo-
site spiker Aytak Salamat 
was thrilled to be a part of Iran’s milestone campaign 
at the CAVA Women’s Vol-
leyball Championship.Iranian women’s volleyball 
captured its maiden inter-
national gold since the first national team was es-tablished in 1963, thanks 
to a straight-set victory 
(25-14, 25-14, 25-19) over Uz-bekistan in Sunday’s final 
in Tashkent.
Salamat was joined by 
Reihaneh Karimi, Fatemeh 
Khalili, Shabnam Alikhani, 
Negar Hashemi, and Ela-
heh Poursaleh in starting the final showpiece for 
Iran.
Shaqayeq Hassankhani, 
Zahra Karimi, Paria Hajat-
mand, Noura Mohammadi, 
Fatemeh Manzouri, Naza-
nin Alizadeh, Zahra Salehi, 
and Ghazaleh Bostan were the other members of the 

history-making squad in 
the Uzbek capital.
The triumph rounded off an emphatic run for 
the Iranian girls, who did 
not concede a single set 
throughout the tourna-
ment, breezing past Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, and the 
host nation in the league 
phase.  
“I hope we can win this 
championship again and 
also secure a shining med-
al at the Islamic Solidarity 
Games. “Winning a first gold med-
al in 62 years is just an in-credible feeling; it builds 
solidarity within the team 
and strengthens our char-
acter. I truly hope we can 
repeat this success and experience this wonder-ful feeling again,” said 
Salamat, who was joined by two of her teammates, 
middle-blocker Reihaneh 
Karimi and outside-hit-
ter Fatemeh Khalili, in the tournament’s Dream 
Team.
“Thank Gold we won all of our games here and ultimately lifted the tro-

phy,” said Khalili, who was 
named the Most Valuable 
Player of the tournament.
“The CAVA tournament 
served as a warmup for 
the upcoming Islamic Soli-
darity Games. We won the 
silver medal in the previ-
ous edition three years ago 
[in Konya, Turkey] but this year 
we will be a much stronger team and will compete for the title,” added the Irani-
an player.The sixth edition of the 
Islamic Solidarity Games 
will get underway on No-
vember 7 in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia.
Reihaneh Karimi, mean-
while, was pleased with the significance of the 
CAVA crown, saying: “This 
tournament was very im-portant for us as the cham-pion won direct qualifica-tion for next year’s Asian 
Championship. It was also influential for the world 
ranking and improved Iran’s position. We are 
very happy about all that.”
“Furthermore, the event served as an effective 
training camp for our 

team, allowing us to im-
plement our tactics in a 
competitive setting. We are now preparing for the 
Islamic Solidarity Games 
and will be dispatched to 
the competition in about twenty days.”Following the four-game 
domination in Tashkent, 
the Iranian team jumped 15 slots to an all-time high of 47th in the latest FIVB Women’s Ranking, 
released on Monday, with 
74.24 points.
South Korean head coach 
Lee Do-hee said she would 
be looking to build on the 
latest success to steer Ira-nian women’s volleyball to further success in the future.
“I was just told this is the first time this medal has 
been won, and I am very proud to be a part of this great success,” Lee said.“Thank God we finished 
the tournament with a de-
cent result.
“I think the players have improved significantly, and 
since we are preparing for the Islamic Solidarity 

Games, I felt the team had 
more time to build coor-
dination. This event was a very good opportunity for 
Team Iran.“One of my immediate 
goals is to have a success-

ful run with the under-18 
team at the Asian Youth Olympic Games.  After 
that, the Islamic Solidar-
ity Games is another key 
objective where we aim 
to reach the final with 

the team.
“Beyond that, I have oth-
er long-term goals. We 
will work progressively to 
achieve them, with the aim of properly developing Ira-nian women’s volleyball.”

Iran men’s futsal head 
coach Vahid Shamsaei 
named a 14-man squad for the two friendly games 
against Russia.Shamsaei’s men will play 
away to the European side on October 14 before the two teams square off in a 
rematch two days later.
Star players Moslem Olad-
qobad and Salar Aqapour, nominated for the Asian Futsal Player of the Year 

award, will miss the dou-
ble header due to involve-
ment in the AFC Awards in Riyadh on Oct. 16.Prolific forward Saeid Aha-
mad-Abbasi, who was ruled out September’s Asian Cup qualifiers with injury, has 
been named in the squad, 
while Baqer Mohammadi, the 
best Asian goalkeeper in 2024, received a first international callout since last year’s Futsal 
World Cup in Uzbekistan.
Behrouz Azimi, who missed 
Mes Sungun’s previous two 

games in the Iranian top-flight for disciplinary rea-
sons, has also been trusted 
with a place in the squad.
Iran dominated the Asian Cup qualification group in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
breezing past Bangladesh (12-0), the host (10-0), and 
Malaysia (4-0) to progress to next January’s finals in In-donesia, where Shamsaei’s 
team will be chasing a re-cord-extending 14th title.The following is Iran’s full squad for the upcoming 

friendlies:
Goalkeepers: Baqer Mo-hammadi, Saeid Mo’meniDefenders: Mohammadhos-
sein Derakhshani, Amirhos-
sein Gholami, Hossein SabziLeft alas: Mohammadhos-
sein Bazyar, Ali Akrami, Ali 
Khalilvand
Right alas: Masoud Yousef, 
Amirhossein Dehqani , Sajjad Yousefkhah
Pivots: Hossien Tayyebi, 
Saeid Ahmadabbasi, Beh-
rouz Azimi.

Record nine golds propel Iran  
to historic third place

World Para Athletics Championships:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Iran’s Sadeq Beit Sayyah, pictured in last year’s Paris Olympics, won the javelin throw F41 gold at the World 

Para Athletics Championships in New Delhi, India.

 khabarvarzeshi.com

Iranian players and coaching staff celebrate lifting the CAVA Women’s Volleyball Championship trophy in 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on October 5, 2025.

 volleyball.ir
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Hormozgan Province, with its 
14 small and large islands, is 
considered one of Iran’s natu-
ral and cultural treasures. Each 
of these islands holds a story 
of history, culture, and nature 
within itself. Among these is-
lands, Larak Island stands like 
a hidden jewel in the heart of 
the Persian Gulf, overshadowed 
by more famous islands such as 
Qeshm, Hormuz, and Kish. This 
island, with its stunning natural 
landscapes, unique wildlife, his-
torical heritage, and indigenous 
culture, holds great potential for 
sustainable tourism and offers a 
distinct experience.
Larak Island, with an area of ap-
proximately 49 square kilome-
ters, is the fourth largest island 
in Iran and is located strategi-
cally southeast of Qeshm Island 
and southwest of Hormuz Is-
land. It is about 16 kilometers 
from Qeshm, 31 kilometers 
from Bandar Abbas, and 42 ki-
lometers from Hormuz Island. 
This location not only makes 
Larak an ideal spot for marine 
tourism but also highlights its 
importance in the trade routes 
and maritime exchanges of the 
Persian Gulf, chtn.ir wrote.
Compared to other islands in 
Hormozgan Province, Larak 
boasts a tranquil and pristine 
nature. Low-lying vegetation, 
scattered palm trees, and shore-
line meadows create a poetic and 
charming atmosphere. The is-
land’s coastal and mountainous 
trails not only offer visual appeal 
but also provide opportunities 
for walking, hiking, and close en-
counters with nature for tourists.
One of Larak’s most astonishing 
natural phenomena is its glow-
ing phytoplankton, which trans-
form the water’s surface into a 

glowing blue light on island 
nights. This natural spectacle 
sparkles like tiny stars on the 
seabed with every movement of 
the water or step of passersby, 
offering a unique and memora-
ble experience for both visitors 
and photographers.
In the north of the island, a salty 
river with sparkling crystals 
and attractive natural forma-
tions creates a distinctive land-
scape. This dry river shines like 
a silver ribbon amid the island’s 
red soil and is considered one of 

Larak’s rare attractions for na-
ture lovers and documentary filmmakers.
Larak Island hosts a remarkable 
biodiversity. On land, the gazelle 
deer, rabbits, hedgehogs, and 
wild goats live freely. Various bird species, including flamin-gos, kingfishers, falcons, and 
eagles, are also observed on 
the island. This diverse wildlife reflects the island’s tranquility 
and its distance from intense 
human disturbance.
The beaches of Larak are also 

the habitat of hawksbill turtles, 
a rare and endangered spe-
cies that return annually from 
March to August for nesting. 
The presence of these turtles, 
especially in the area known as 
“Turtle Beach,” highlights an-other ecological significance of 
Larak Island.
The surrounding waters are known for their diverse fish 
and marine species, including parrotfish, groupers, rabbitfish, 
red snappers, and sea bream, 
as well as shell s, corals, sharks, 

and various snails and crabs. 
These features make Larak a 
promising destination for diving 
and underwater tourism.
Larak is also historically rich. 
The Portuguese Castle in the 
north of the island is a remind-
er of the presence of Portuguese 
colonizers in past centuries. 
This quadrilateral fortress, with 
its watchtowers, arched vaults, 
and structures made of coral 
stone and mortar, has retained 
its grandeur and majesty, of-
fering a great opportunity for 

those interested in ancient his-
tory and architecture.
Near the castle are Larak 
Mosque and the old cemetery. 
The cemetery attracts tourists 
with a unique custom practiced 
by the island’s people for each 
grave; every grave has a small 
brazier in which they burn 
wild rue, incense, and frankin-
cense. This ritual combines the 
island’s native culture with its 
spiritual values, symbolizing 
respect for ancestors and a con-
nection with nature and deities.
The Larak Lighthouse is also lo-
cated in the north of the island, 
and with its red and white col-
ors, it not only serves as a guide 
for sailors but is also consid-
ered one of the island’s historic 
and scenic symbols.
Larak, with all its simplicity and 
tranquility, holds the potential 
to become one of Iran’s sustain-
able tourism destinations. The 
silence of the mountains, the 
blue sea, the glowing plankton, 
diverse wildlife, and historic 
buildings offer a unique experi-
ence for nature lovers, research-
ers, and tourists.
For those seeking a calm, pris-
tine, and different destination, 
Larak is ready to welcome them. 
Walking along the beaches, ob-
serving free-roaming animals, 
exploring historical paths, and 
immersing oneself in marine 
experiences combine pleasure, education, and reflection.
Larak Island, a hidden jewel in 
the Persian Gulf, not only rep-
resents the history and culture 
of southern Iran but also re-
minds us of the importance of 
protecting nature and cultural 
heritage for future generations. 
It only takes a renewed gaze 
upon this peaceful island to re-
veal its untouched secrets and 
forgotten beauties to all.

Barberry (Zereshk) holds a special 
and cherished place in Iranian 
cuisine, where it is not only highly 
popular but also integral to many 
traditional dishes. One of the 
most famous Iranian dishes fea-
turing barberry is Zereshk Polo 
ba Morgh (barberry rice with chicken), 
celebrated for its unique blend of flavors and as a staple where 
barberry plays a key role. The 
cool nature of barberry, when 

combined with fragrant saffron 
and crunchy pistachios, creates a 
harmonious balance that is both flavorful and visually appealing.
Iranians skillfully use barberry 
alongside saffron to enhance the 
appearance and taste of their rice 
dishes. To achieve both the tart 
and sweet notes in barberry, it 
is often sautéed with sugar, pro-
ducing a delightful contrast that 
complements savory and aromat-
ic meals perfectly.
Beyond rice dishes, barberry is 

a versatile ingredient in Iranian 
food culture. It is commonly used 
to make jams that are delicious 
and widely enjoyed. Aab Zereshk 
(barberry juice) is another beloved 
traditional drink, known for its 
refreshing sourness and histor-
ical popularity dating back to 
ancient times. Additionally, bar-
berries are made into Lavashak, 
a type of fruit leather consumed 
especially during colder seasons 
as a nourishing and tasty substi-
tute for fresh fruit.
Among the varieties of barberry 
found in Iran, one of the most 
prized is the seedless black bar-
berry known as Zereshk-e Siah Bi 
Daneh or Kermanshahi Barberry. 

This rare and expensive variety is 
treasured, especially in Kerman-
shah, where it is used to prepare 
a local delicacy called Khoresht-e 
Khalal.
This dish highlights the prized 
qualities of the black barberry and is a significant part of the re-
gional culinary heritage.
Iran is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of barberry, with South 
Khorasan Province alone ac-
counting for about 97% of the 
land cultivated for barberry and 
producing 95% of the global 
supply. This makes barberry not 
only culturally important but also economically significant as an ag-
ricultural product in Iran.

In Iranian traditional medicine, 
wild barberry is valued for its wide range of health benefits. It is 
used to treat digestive disorders, 
liver conditions, and gallbladder 
cleansing. Barberry contains 
berberine, a potent compound known for fighting bacteria and 
viruses. It is also rich in B-group 
vitamins essential for maintain-
ing good health. Rich in antiox-
idants, barberry helps combat 
free radicals, thus reducing the 
risk of premature aging and sup-

porting overall wellness.Scientific studies have highlight-
ed barberry extract’s positive 
effects on cardiovascular and 
nervous systems, as well as its 
cancer-preventive properties due 
to its antioxidant richness.
Apart from its culinary and me-
dicinal uses, barberry also has 
traditional applications in dye-
ing, where it is employed to color natural fibers like wool, silk, and 
cotton, showcasing its multifacet-
ed importance in Iranian culture.
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Iran’s Minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance, Abbas 
Salehi, outlined plans for en-
hanced cultural cooperation 
with Egypt focused on Islam-
ic manuscripts and literary 
translation during a meeting 
with Egyptian Minister of 
Culture Ahmed Fouad Hanno 
at the UNESCO World Con-
ference on Cultural Policies 
(MONDIACULT 2025) in Barcelona, 
Spain.
Salehi highlighted the vast col-
lection of Islamic manuscripts 
in Iran, spanning heritage from 
various Muslim nations, and 
proposed joint projects for pres-
ervation, study, and exhibition, 
IRNA reported. “The 1,500th 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s birth offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for 
cultural collaboration,” he said.
The ministers also discussed 
translating contemporary 
Egyptian and Iranian works, 
including poetry and novels, to 
strengthen cross-cultural un-
derstanding.

UNESCO cooperation, 
media initiatives
The meeting further explored 
leveraging UNESCO platforms 
to safeguard tangible and in-
tangible heritage shared by the 
two nations.
Hanno welcomed the initia-
tives, noting Egypt’s own sig-nificant manuscript collections 
and the potential to host exhi-
bitions of Iranian works.
Both ministers agreed on ex-
panding media cooperation 
and participation in each oth-
er’s cultural festivals to pro-
mote mutual understanding 
and visibility of shared heri-
tage.
 
Iran, Greece heritage 
reignited
Salehi met Greek Minister of 
Culture Lina Mendoni to dis-
cuss the historical and cultural 
ties between Iran and Greece.
“Culture is the driving force of 
nations’ growth,” Salehi said, 
highlighting opportunities for 
collaboration.
Key proposals included joint 
cinema projects, academic 

exchanges, and literary initia-
tives such as poetry sessions 
and critical publications on 
contemporary and classical 
literature.
The ministers also explored 
cooperative measures to com-bat illicit trafficking of cultural 
artifacts, safeguard historical 
sites from climate impacts, and 
promote handicrafts.
 
Regional cultural 
diplomacy
In discussions with Azerbaijani 
Minister of Culture Adil Karim-
li, Salehi emphasized activating 
cultural centers and organizing 
cultural weeks to strengthen 
bilateral engagement. “As neigh-
bors, we can achieve remarkable 
results in economic, political, 

and cultural areas,” he said.
The two ministers covered the finalization of a film coop-
eration agreement and media 
collaboration to enhance the 
portrayal of both nations. Cin-
ema, tangible and intangible 
heritage, and participation in 
international cultural organi-
zations and festivals were also 
prioritized for joint action.
 
Barcelona hub for 
regional culture
Salehi’s engagements during MONDIACULT 2025 reflect 
Iran’s strategic approach to 
cultural diplomacy. By focusing 
on heritage preservation, liter-

ary translation, cinema, and 
academic exchange, Iran aims 
to foster deeper regional ties. 
The discussions with Egypt, 
Greece, and Azerbaijan demon-
strate a multifaceted approach, 
combining centuries-old civ-
ilizational connections with 
contemporary cultural collab-
oration.
The minister’s proposals are 
expected to lead to formal 
agreements and programs that will extend Iran’s cultural influ-
ence, support heritage preser-
vation, and provide platforms 
for collaborative creativity 
across literature, cinema, and 
the arts.

Talks with Egypt, Greece and Azerbaijan in Spain

Tehran, Cairo plan major cultural 

exchange on manuscripts, literature

Pezeshkian urges overhaul of drug 

laws to crack down on trafficking

 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on 
Monday called for a sweeping reform of 
the country’s anti-narcotics laws, urging a 
strategy focused on demand management and harsher penalties for traffickers.
Speaking at a meeting with members of 
Parliament’s Legal and Judicial Committee and officials from the Drug Control Head-
quarters, Pezeshkian said the approach 
had proven effective in reducing drug use 
and related crime in other nations, presi-
dent.ir reported.
The proposed framework would make il-
licit drug markets redundant by offering 
legal, monitored access to substances for 
users, while simultaneously tightening enforcement against traffickers and illegal 
distributors.
“This dual approach will not only curb con-
sumption but also reduce crimes such as 
theft, family disintegration, and the spread 
of drug dealing among addicts,” Pezeshkian 
said.
Under the new plan, all drug users, regard-
less of the type or intensity of their con-
sumption, could access services in legal centers under official supervision.
The aim, he explained, is to eliminate de-
mand for the illegal market while ensuring 
users are monitored and treated for addic-
tion-related consequences.
Pezeshkian emphasized that alongside 
user support, enforcement would be inten-sified, with traffickers and illegal distribu-
tors facing tougher penalties.

He described the approach as a way to both 
dismantle the illegal market and generate 
accurate data on drug use, enabling target-
ed interventions and treatment.
The president also addressed the broader 
challenge of public sector reform. He noted 
repeated resistance to structural changes 
across government institutions and called 
on lawmakers for support.“We encounter numerous justifications to 
abandon reforms,” he said. “It is unaccept-
able to divert resources from improving 
public welfare and the economy to main-tain inefficient bureaucracies. Success de-
pends on cohesion, serious collaboration, 
and effective synergy across all branches of 
government.”Officials at the meeting discussed proposed 
legal amendments, with Pezeshkian urg-
ing Parliament to quickly add clauses that 
would guarantee the implementation of the 
demand management strategy.He expressed confidence that the plan 
would sharply reduce drug use, the social 
consequences of addiction, petty drug deal-
ing among users, arrests, and prison popu-
lations linked to narcotics.
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Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic 

Guidance, Abbas Salehi (2nd L), meets 

with Greek Minister of Culture Lina 

Mendoni (2nd R) on the sidelines of 

the MONDIACULT 2025 conference in 

Barcelona, Spain, on October 6, 2025.

 IRNA

Iran unveils five 

new museums, 

520 rare artifacts on view

 
Mostazafan Foundation of Islamic Revolution inaugu-rated five new museums nationwide, showcasing over 
520 previously unseen artifacts. The launch coincides with the opening of the Dafineh Museum in Tehran, 
which now houses a rare collection of 7,500 historic 
manuscripts dating back 130 years. The new museums 
span diverse themes, including ancient art, classic au-
tomobiles, and Islamic heritage. Notably, the Millennia 
of Art Museum on Kish Island features more than 320 
artworks spanning various historical periods, IRNA re-
ported. Housed in the former Prime Minister’s Palace, 
the museum occupies 900 square meters and is open 
to the public free of charge for two weeks. The Kish 
Free Zone Organization has leased the building to the 
Mostazafan Foundation for 15 years, with the founda-
tion responsible for its upkeep.
In Tehran, the third museum, Artistic Vignettes, dis-
plays 78 pieces of ceramics, paintings, and tiles. The 
museum also offers a newly restored library with 7,500 
volumes of rare books and manuscripts. The fourth 
museum, Artistic Ornaments, located in Ramsar, show-
cases 200 pieces of jewelry and decorative items dat-ing from 3,500 BC to 500 BC. The fifth museum, Classic 
Cars Phase III,’ features 75 meticulously restored vin-
tage vehicles, all of which are now on display.Hamidreza Soleimani, CEO of the Dafineh Museum Group, announced plans to launch Iran's first digital 
museum in the coming months. He also revealed that 
inventory checks are underway to update the founda-
tion's extensive collection.The Mostazafan Foundation, a significant cultural and 
economic institution in Iran, was established after the 
1979 Islamic Revolution to manage assets previously 
held by the Pahlavi regime. It operates as a charitable 
foundation, focusing on social welfare and cultural 
preservation.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) addresses 

members of Parliament’s Legal and Judicial 

Committee and officials from the Drug Control 
Headquarters during a meeting on drug law 

enforcement and reform in Tehran on October 6, 

2025.
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