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US Drumming Up War to Secure Venezuela’s Oil

What was initially rolled out 
as an “anti-drug trafficking 
campaign” is now on the verge 
of becoming one of the most 
tense military confrontations 
for the United States in the 
Western Hemisphere. Every 
targeted boat, every unfruit-
ful diplomatic letter, and every 
fresh accusation blurs the line 
between anti-cartel operations 
and a push for regime change 
in Nicolas Maduro’s socialist 
government. Trump, who was 
furious over Maduro’s refusal to 
step down voluntarily, called in 
his special envoy for Venezuela, 
Richard Grenell, and the head of 
the Southern Command during 
a meeting with senior military 
leaders. In that meeting, Trump 
personally ordered all diplomat-
ic contact with Maduro’s govern-
ment to be called off.
This order spelled the end for a 
mission that had been going on 
for months to reach a diplomat-
ic agreement. Grenell had been 
shuttling between Washington 
and Caracas in recent months, 
hoping to hammer out a deal 
to head off a wider conflict and 
pave the way for US companies 
to get at Venezuela’s oil resourc-
es. But in the end, pressure 
from the hardline faction of the 
Trump administration, led by 
Secretary of State and National 
Security Advisor Marco Rubio, 
closed off the path for negotia-
tions.
According to US officials, the 
Trump administration has 
drawn up numerous plans to 
ramp up military operations, 
from attacks on drug-traffick-
ing vessels to scenarios for the 
direct ouster of Maduro’s gov-
ernment. On October 3, US De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
announced that four people 
were killed in the latest US Navy 
attack on a boat in internation-
al waters. This was the fourth 
recorded attack in Washing-
ton’s new campaign against 
“narco-traffickers”. Rubio called 
Maduro “a fugitive from Ameri-
can justice” and announced the 
bounty for his capture had been 
upped to $50 million. According 
to White House officials, Trump 
is prepared to use “every ele-
ment of American power” to 
stop drugs from coming into 

the country, and his message 
to Maduro has been clear: an 
immediate crackdown on drug 
trafficking from Venezuela.

Risk of war of attrition
While the circle close to Rubio 
speaks of the “need for decisive 
action,” supporters of diplomacy 
within the Trump administra-
tion warn that any move toward 
expanding military operations 
onto Venezuelan soil or a direct 
push for regime change could 
drag the United States into a 
new and protracted war. They 
point out that Trump himself 
had campaigned on a pledge to 
keep America out of “endless 
wars”. Nevertheless, the recent 
official notice of the Trump ad-
ministration to Congress, which 
labeled drug cartels as “terrorist 
organizations” and their mem-
bers “unlawful combatants,” is 
a sign of a fundamental shift in 
approach in Washington. This 
notice, alongside the breakdown 
of diplomacy, was read by many 
observers as a signal of the ad-
ministration’s intent to enter a 
new phase of conflict.

Power play in shadow of oil
Informed sources say the dis-
agreement between Grenell 

and Rubio over the strategy for 
dealing with Caracas is part of a 
behind-the-scenes power strug-
gle between two factions of the 
Trump administration. Grenell 
sought to avert a direct conflict 
and lay the groundwork for the 
return of US energy companies 
to Venezuela’s oil fields, while 
Rubio and his allies insisted on 
Maduro’s immediate fall from 
power. In response, Maduro, in a 
letter to Trump, denied the drug 
trafficking allegations and called 
for talks via Grenell to continue. 
But with his mission shut down, 
the path to any compromise was 
blocked off.

Tension in warm 
Caribbean waters
In recent weeks, the US Navy 
has stepped up its presence off 
Venezuela’s coast. Destroyers, 
submarines, and F-35 fighter 
jets are taking part in opera-
tions officially defined as a “war 
on drugs” but which have taken 
on a more military character. 
According to CNN, the US Justice 
Department has drawn up a con-
fidential list of cartels and traf-
ficking suspects, and, by issuing 
a legal opinion, has allowed the 
president to use “deadly force” 
against these groups. This docu-

ment provides the legal backing 
for a widespread campaign, the 
reach of which stretches from 
the Caribbean to the Mexican 
border and has even authorized 
the CIA to carry out covert op-
erations.
But in Caracas, the Venezuelan 
government has called these at-
tacks “extrajudicial killings” and 
a prelude to overthrow. Maduro 
has warned that Washington’s 
real goal is “overthrowing the 
government,” not fighting drugs, 
and that the country is prepared 
to stand up for its sovereignty.

False flag operation
Amid rising tensions, Maduro 
claimed Venezuelan security 
forces had foiled a plot to bomb 
the building of the closed US 
embassy in Caracas. In a televi-
sion interview, he said two re-
liable sources — one domestic 
and one international — had 
warned that “right-wing ex-
tremist groups” were seeking to 
ramp up the confrontation with 
Washington by planting explo-
sives in the embassy. According 
to Maduro, the aim of this action 
was to pin the blame on the Ven-
ezuelan government so that a 
“new phase of escalation” could 
kick off.

Although the US embassy has 
been closed since 2019, with 
only a few personnel looking 
after the building, the claim was 
immediately given wide cover-
age in state media.

Shadow of Pope, oil
Maduro, who previously saw 
himself isolated against US accu-
sations, has now sought to drum 
up religious and moral legitima-
cy for his position. In a letter to 
Pope Leo XIV, he wrote that he 
hopes the leader of the Catholic 
Church can help Venezuela hold 
on to its “peace and stability”. 
This effort is a sign of his search 
for international mediation. 
However, critics in Washington 
see it as a futile attempt to buy 
time.
As the US military campaign 
gears up, experts warn that any 
deployment of US forces on Ven-
ezuelan soil could have conse-
quences similar to Iraq or Libya. 
Yet, within Trump’s inner circle, 
some believe that maximum 
pressure is the only language 
that will be effective in making 
Maduro back down.
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End of diplomacy, start of crisis
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The illustration shows US President 
Donald Trump (R) and his Venezuelan 
counterpart, Nicolas Maduro.
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Nobel Peace Prize recycles US intervention blueprint

The West does not really define peace 
as a human ideal, but rather as a tool 
for bringing about its own domina-
tion. The recent awarding of what can 
only be described as an “American 
Nobel” is a continuation of the very 
policy previously rolled out in Middle 
Eastern and Southeast Asian coun-
tries.
In a controversial move, this year’s 
Nobel Peace Committee awarded the 
peace prize to Marí�a Corina Machado 
for her relentless efforts in promot-
ing democratic rights and a peaceful 
transfer of power in Venezuela. While 

this move is ostensibly a symbol of 
support for democracy, it is, in reali-
ty, part of a multi-layered scheme to 
soften up public opinion for US inter-
vention in Venezuela.
Machado is a figure who, until recent-
ly, was not even well-known within 
Venezuela. However, in recent weeks, 
American and European media have 
talked her up as the opposition lead-
er and the primary candidate to take 
over after Maduro. Numerous meet-
ings between US officials and her on 
American soil confirm the hypothesis 
that the Nobel award is part of a larger 
plan to drum up international legiti-
macy for a puppet government.
This is the West’s recurring pattern of 
propping up seemingly pro-democra-
cy figures to pave the way for interfer-
ence in nations. Just as in Myanmar, 
where Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi was built 
up by Western media to be a symbol of 

democracy, only to ultimately become 
a tool for internal suppression and a 
smokescreen for military intervention, 
so too is Machado intended to play out 
a similar role in Venezuela.
Under the guise of peace, the United 
States is angling for its own oil inter-
ests. Venezuela, with over three tril-
lion barrels of oil reserves, has always 
been a primary target of Washington’s 
expansionist policies.
The Nobel Peace Prize for Machado 
is, in fact, the same “American Nobel,” 
whose mission is gearing up public 
opinion for an economic and political 

assault.
It is crucial to zero in on the timing 
of this action, which coincides with 

Washington ramping up pressure on 
Caracas. The US government needs 
a figurehead who can whitewash a  

O P I N I O N

Venezuelan opposition politician María Corina 
Machado (C) speaks to the press as she attends a 
seminar in Lima, Peru, on March 24, 2014.
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