+

Iran Daily = Thursday, October 16, 2025

Bashqurtaran Castle

withesses to centuries
of defense, culture

In the Shirin Su district, a subdivision of Kabudarahang and the
northernmost point of Hamedan Province, there stands a fortress

( Iranica Desk )

that, though weathered by time, remains a mirror of history and civilization.

The historical Bashqurtaran Castle is located about 1.5 kilometers south of a village of the same
name, perched atop a mountain that can be reached via a steep, narrow path. This village is the
northernmost settlement in the province and has great potential for tourism. In addition to the
main fortress, there are two other manor castles in the village, known as Hadi Khan and Fathi
Sultan, as well as the historical Bashqurtaran Bathhouse, according to chtn.ir.

( Iranica Desk )

The first and only season of archae-
ological excavation at Bashqurtaran
Castle was carried out in 2012 under
the supervision of Esmaeil Rahmani.
Based on the pottery fragments dis-
covered, the site dates back to the
Middle Islamic Period, covering the
Seljuk to the Ilkhanid eras.

The castle, situated in a mountain-
ous area, was primarily a military
and defensive structure. Bashqur-
taran includes towers and walls,
and within it, several buildings were
uncovered during the excavation —
such as a cistern (water reservoir) and a
section believed to have served as a
reception room. The structures are
relatively small, consistent with the
needs of a fortified military site, and
the presence of pottery workshops
indicates that essential supplies
were produced locally for the castle’s
inhabitants.

Inside the fortress, there are mound-
like remains of other buildings whose
functions can only be determined

Iranica
Home

@

through further excavation, which
would help reveal the architectural
layout.

According to the archaeologist who
led the first excavation, it is possi-
ble that the castle’s foundations date
back to the Sassanid period, though
further archaeological seasons would
be needed to confirm this. What is
certain so far is that the visible re-
mains belong to the early and middle
Islamic periods.

Strategically, the fortress’s proximity
to the Zanjan Plain likely played a ma-
jor role in its establishment. During
the Middle Islamic Period, it was one
of the region’s most significant Is-
lamic cultural settlements, serving as
a link between Hamedan and Zanjan.
The castle’s position atop the highest
elevation in the area reflects its stra-
tegic, economic, political, and cultural
importance.

Architecturally, the fortress has an
irregular plan, built on natural rock
formations. It measures approxi-
mately 98 meters in length and 65
meters in width, with walls about 4.5

Wlkzpedza org

meters high. The main materials used
are natural stone blocks bound with
Sarooj (a traditional lime-based mortar), with
small brick sections appearing in cer-
tain parts.

The structure, with its defensive walls
and commanding view of the sur-
rounding region, was built in the style
of military fortresses, making access
to it difficult. Bashqurtaran Castle re-
sembles the Ismaili fortresses.

Given its construction style, it seems
the castle’s original foundation was
laid by the Sassanids and later rebuilt
by the Ismailis. Excavations revealed
several architectural features, includ-
ing cisterns and small and large ov-
ens, situated close to each other — in-
dicating that the castle’s needs were
met on-site.

Due to its exposed location, the for-
tress has suffered erosion and decay
from wind and rain over the centu-
ries. The pottery uncovered includes
monochrome turquoise-glazed, un-
derglaze-painted, and splash-glazed
types, typically dating from the 10th-
13th centuries CE.

Chogha Ahovan sheds light on prehistoric civilization in western Iran

( Iranica Desk )

The ancient mound of Chogha Ahovan,
situated north of Mehran and dating
from the seventh to the third millenni-
um BCE, is regarded as one of the most
significant historical settlements in
western Iran, according to Habibollah
Mahmoudian, a professor of prehistoric
archaeology.

He explained that this archaeological site
lies approximately five kilometers north
of the border city of Mehran in llam
Province, near the Iran-Iraq frontier. The
most prominent permanent river in the
region is the Kanjan Cham River, which
originates from the western slopes of the
Kabir Kuh Mountains and flows through
the entrance of the Mehran Plain, form-
ing a natural boundary between Iran and
Iraq, according to ISNA.

Mahmoudian noted that the river’s
presence in the warm, lowland areas
of western Iran has long rendered the
region suitable as a winter settlement
for nomadic communities. Conse-
quently, archaeological sites within
this geographical zone — including
Chogha Ahovan — have retained their
historical importance for millennia
owing to these favorable environmen-
tal conditions.
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Highlighting the site’s cultural character-
istics, the archaeologist pointed out that
the quantity and variety of cultural ma-
terials, particularly the numerous forms
and styles of pottery, confirm multiple
phases of occupation at the site.
Regarding the stone tools unearthed,
Mahmoudian reported that several
stone implements — such as hand
mortars and wheel-shaped perforat-
ed stones — have been identified on
the mound. Determining their precise
chronological placement, he added, re-
quires scientific analysis and compari-
son with artifacts from other archaeo-
logical sites, along with further study of
the mound’s surface cultural evidence.
He continued that across the site —
especially on its western slope — ar-
chaeologists have found numerous
stone blades of differing sizes and
hues, including white, brown, and gray
examples. A few small blades were also
discovered, though less frequently than
larger specimens. Mahmoudian empha-
sized that the parent rock fragments
scattered across the mound’s surface
could yield valuable insights for future
archaeological investigations.
Referring to the architectural remains
of Chogha Ahovan, he stated that trac-
es of ancient human activity have been
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identified throughout western Iran
— in the mountains, valleys, inter-
montane plains, and Zagros foothills.
These remains, he observed, serve as
tangible evidence of the creativity and
adaptability of the people who, through
intelligence and resourcefulness, devel-
oped living conditions suited to their
environment and era.

He further explained that examining
such remains provides extensive in-
formation about how early humans
utilized natural resources to establish
settlements, domesticate animals, and
develop agricultural and pastoral sys-
tems. Among the most strategic and
fertile areas of this region is the Meh-
ran Plain, which, due to its location
between the Mesopotamian lowlands
and the Iranian Plateau, has long held
remarkable historical importance.
Discussing the research background
of the region, Mahmoudian stated that
Chogha Ahovan is considered one of the
largest prehistoric mounds in the area.
The site was first identified in 1998 by a
domestic archaeological team led by the
late Ali-Mohammad Khalilian, and later
surveyed and studied in 2002 by a team
from Islamic Azad University. In 2003,
the official boundaries of the site were
established.
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Mahmoudian added that the mound
holds particular importance due to the
breadth and diversity of its cultural
evidence spanning various prehistoric
periods. A wide array of plain and dec-
orated pottery featuring diverse colors,
designs, vegetal tempers, and small
gravel inclusions has been collected
from the site. In its eastern section, ar-
chaeologists have also identified traces
of an ancient pottery workshop.
Artifacts such as stone tools, large and
small blades, obsidian fragments, and
parent rock samples are among the key
cultural materials discovered. A stone
axe recovered from the mound’s sur-
face, attributed to the Neolithic period,
further enhances the archaeological
and cultural value of this ancient set-
tlement.

According to Mahmoudian, a prelimi-
nary study of the mound’s surface cul-
tural materials — particularly the di-
versity of pottery — indicates multiple
phases of habitation in this area. The
chronology of these ceramic materials
spans from the seventh to the third
millennium BCE.

Explaining the settlement patterns of
Chogha Ahovan, he stated that initial
analyses identify the site as a prehis-
toric settlement within Iran’s western

peripheral zone, maintaining continu-
ous contact with neighboring Mesopo-
tamian civilizations to the west.

The archaeologist also noted that il-
legal excavations and damage to the
mound’s eastern slope — caused by
the installation of military equipment
during the Iran-Iraq War — exposed a
large deposit of pottery fragments and
architectural layers, with the pottery
stratum itself measuring approximate-
ly three meters thick.

He added that the study of surface cul-
tural materials — including pottery
and stone blades — suggests possible
settlements dating back to the seventh
millennium BCE, as well as the early
development of writing. The discovery
of obsidian artifacts at both Chogha
Ahovan and Golan indicates strong
connections between these sites and
nearby settlements, particularly those
in Dehloran (iran) and Badrah (iraq).
Mahmoudian emphasized that prelim-
inary excavations at the mound have
uncovered architectural remains from
prehistoric periods in the Mehran re-
gion. The distance between Chogha
Ahovan and Chogha Golan is roughly
15 kilometers, and an analysis of their
cultural evidence reveals notable simi-
larities between the two sites.
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