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Head of Iran’s Department of Environment Shina Ansari (7th R) poses for a group
photo with ministers and delegates during the ministerial-level roundtable meeting
IRAN DAILY: How do you assess on the sidelines of the Zero Waste Forum in Istanbul, Turkey on October 18, 2025.
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developments in South Asia fol-
lowing the Taliban’s return to
power in Afghanistan?
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peace or greater regional insecu- lrresponSIble

rity? The actions of the Pakistan
military establishment, which
launched its much-delayed Op-
eration Zarb-e-Arz in 2014 an-
ticipating an eventual American
withdrawal, suggests that they
expected the security situation to
deteriorate after the Taliban took
over. There were elements within
the Pakistan military establish-
ment that thought a working re-
lationship could be forged with
the Taliban. But their optimism
proved to be misplaced once it
became clear that the Afghan Tali-
ban would not, even if they could,
take concerted action against the
anti-Pakistan Tehreek-e-Talban
Pakistan (TTP). Kabul’s continued
support for TTP elements wanted
by Pakistan who have taken refuge
in Afghanistan is

at thegheart of the Page2 >
current standoff between the two
countries.
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