
Parsa Nazar Ahari has finally 
stood atop the tallest peaks of 
Iran and made his voice heard to 
the world: Even at a young age, 
one can conquer the most for-
midable mountains in his home 
country and earn the Simorgh of 
Iranian Mountains award. Parsa, 
born in 2009, managed to climb 
the 31 highest peaks in each of 
Iran’s provinces within a single 
year. Of course, beyond that, he 
has summited many other moun-
tains, and at 16 years old, his 
climbing record boasts over 80 
ascents. For these reasons, and 
to mark the National Mountain-
eer’s Day, we sat down with him 
to learn more about his journey.

The First Summit
The higher they climbed, the 
colder the air became. His father 
was worried about Parsa, whose 
face was flushed red from the 
cold and hands were swollen. 
He never imagined his seven-
year-old son would be so eager-
ly crushing the small and large 
stones of the mountain under 
his studded boots, climbing so 
quickly. In his heart, he analyzed 
his son’s physical strength and 
movement, admiring that he was 
having a professional start by 
managing to summit the nearly 
4,000-meter Tochal peak: “Well 
done, my son. The peak is just 
beyond this bend. Give me your 
hand, just be careful not to slip. 
We’re almost there; we’ll rest as 
soon as we arrive.”
Parsa’s body was tingling from 
the cold, but every mountaineer 
who passed them showed their 
excitement with loud cheers, en-
couraging him to keep moving. 
With every step he took, the slope 
grew steeper and the air colder, 

but with each step, he drew clos-
er to the summit and its shelter. 
It was as if nothing within Parsa 
could hinder his ascent.
This very experience of summit-
ing Tochal ignited such a passion 
in Parsa that he decided to expe-
rience hiking the ridges and val-
leys of this great mountain sev-
eral more times. Now, years after 
that first climb, he has traversed 
many mountains and peaks with 
love and enthusiasm, sometimes 
spending nights in shelters to 
continue his trek refreshed and 
energetic the next day.

A Mountaineer is Born
Parsa is a resident of Ahar, one of 
the mountainous areas around 
Tehran—a village in the Rud-
bar-e Qasran district of Shemir-
anat, considered a popular des-
tination for mountaineers. From 
early childhood, he was familiar 
with the sport and began hiking, 
and later mountaineering, along-
side his father. Now, nine years 
later, he has become one of its 
professional practitioners. He is 
a tenth-grade student, studying 
machine tools, and says he wants 
to become a lathe operator in the 
future. Despite his young age, in 
addition to the 31 provincial high 
peaks, he has summited many 
other famous peaks, from those 
around Tehran to summits in 
other provinces. He is a treasure 
trove of experience. He speaks 
deliberately, seeming in no rush 
to end the interview. He says if 
even one person becomes inter-
ested in mountaineering or na-
ture trekking after reading this 
interview, he will be happy.

Beginning with 
Mountaineering
“Mountaineering is a sport that 
connects the human spirit with 
nature,” Parsa tells Iran newspa-
per. “The positive effect of nature 
on the body and mind smooths 

out the hardships of the path. 
I have summited many peaks 
with my father, and this is how 
I understood that, unlike other 
sports, mountaineering doesn’t 
have a podium for champion-
ships and medals. Unlike other 
sports, no one intends to get 
ahead of you; there’s no rush. On 
the contrary, everyone wants to 
work together, to ease the hard-
ships of the mountain path for 
one another so that the journey 
can end well. It’s a sport where 
you learn love for nature and 
family, to become a capable hu-
man being.”
He adds, “I went mountaineering 
with my father since I was a child. 
I don’t remember my very first 
experience in the mountains well, 
but I remember my first ascent 
of Tochal perfectly. Even though 
that day was very hard and I 
struggled, it was still incredibly 
exciting, and I felt a sense of calm 
and security beside my father. 
That first step into professional 
mountaineering was the discov-
ery of a new world for me, one I 
developed an insane passion for, 
and now the mountains constant-
ly pull me towards them.”

The Simorgh of Iranian 
Mountains
His love for his father and for 
mountaineering made him his fa-
ther’s climbing partner, conquer-
ing the heights they dreamed of 
together. To reach the summits, 
they would plan from afar, re-
peatedly reviewing routes that 
crossed ridges and bypassed 
steep valleys through narrow 
goat trails. They were profession-
als, mountaineers who set foot on 
great heights and raised their flag 
on many summits.
Parsa believes, “It’s not important 
when you set foot in the moun-
tains; what’s important is that 
you go as far as you can, enjoying 
the nature and the path along the 

way. You don’t need a specific, 
specialized sport, but physical 
and mental readiness and prop-
er nutrition are necessary. These 
help immensely with a successful 
climb.”
Speaking about the Simorgh Proj-
ect, he says, “When I packed my 
bag for the first execution of this 
plan, I knew I had to plan for a 
long trip. I didn’t start with the 
intention of finishing the project; 
I just intended to join programs 
my father was part of, provided 
it didn’t interfere with my school 
schedule. We seriously started 
implementing the plan on June 
10, 2021, and finally concluded 
the project on August 19, 2022.”

A Dual Nature
Noting that every ascent in every 
season has its own different chal-
lenges, the athlete says, “From 
summiting Tochal in Tehran, 
which was done in a single day, 
to climbing formidable peaks, 
sometimes several days were 
required. Of course, the equip-
ment also differed accordingly. 

Mountaineering in summer is 
completely different from win-
ter. For a one-day climb, we must 
have water, snacks like choco-
late, dates, nuts, light food, and 
season-appropriate clothing in 
our backpack. For trips of two or 
more days requiring an overnight 
stay on the mountain, we need to 
carry overnight gear like a tent, 
sleeping bag, warm clothes, 
more water, and more food. The 
mountain, while offering beauty 
and peace, has a wild nature, and 
one small mistake can be the last 
mistake.”
Having lost count of his ascents, 
he says that for climbing peaks, 
he would consult with his father 
and they would choose them 
one by one. “All these years, we 
climbed the peaks side by side, 
one by one. Sometimes we found 
new friends on the path, and 
sometimes we saw old ones. But 
my best companion in these years 
has been my father, and I thank 
him for accompanying me and 
giving me so much hope whenev-
er I got tired or lost energy.”

Pleasant Ascents
The model for Parsa’s athletic 
successes is his father, Davood 
Nazar Ahari, who has summited 
many high peaks in the country. 
This seasoned mountaineer says, 
“Parsa was interested in moun-
taineering from childhood, and 
when I recognized this spirit in 
him from a young age, I tried to 
transfer my knowledge to my 
child, accompanied by love and 
without reservation, and bring 
him along with me. The allure 
of the summit energized him; 
steep slopes and pristine paths 
thrilled him. His ability reached 
a point where at seven years old, 
we reached the top of Tochal. See-
ing the summit sign made him 
run towards it, and the climbers 
who had arrived earlier were all 
standing and applauding for him. 
That was the start of mountain-
eering as a professional pursuit 
for Parsa.”
He adds, “So far, besides the 31 
national high peaks, Parsa has 
summited most of the high peaks 
of the Central Alborz range, like 
Kholeno, Kolon Bastak, Khersang, 
Pahane Hesār, Janeston, and Da-
rabad – perhaps more than ten 
times each. These were ascents 
made in the first decade of his 
life.”
According to this veteran moun-
taineer, many people think moun-
taineering is just a sport, but this 
is not the case. Rather, this field is 
a way of life. “Parsa, from child-
hood, took small steps to conquer 
peaks, and he succeeded admira-
bly. The mountains have their 
own rules. To climb in any sea-
son, we must know the language 
of the mountains. Understanding 
the rules, experience, physical 
fitness, necessary equipment, 
proper and consistent nutrition, 
and continuous, good practice 
are essential requirements for 
registering a successful ascent  
in nature.”
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Tractor head coach Dragan Sko-
cic said his team’s 5-0 demoli-
tion of Emirati side Sharjah FC 
in the AFC Champions League 
Elite on Monday was nothing 
beyond what he expected from 
the Iranian top-flight champion.
Chasing its first win at the Asian 
elite clubs’ competition after 
back-to-back draws against 
Shabab Al Ahli (1-1) and Al Wah-
da (0-0), Tractor got off to a fly-
ing start at the Sharjah Stadium, 
taking a two-goal lead inside 11 
minutes through Albanian mid-
fielder Regi Lushkja.
Mahdi Hashemnejad netted the 
third strike for the visitors five 
minutes before the break, play-
ing the ball into Amirhossein 
Hosseinzadeh before bursting 
into the box to steer his return 
pass beyond goalkeeper Dar-
wish Mohammed.
Right fullback Danial Esmaeilifar 
then ran into the penalty area to 
collect Hashemnejad’s cutback 
from the byline and coolly slot 
into the bottom corner in the 
third minute of added time.

Substitute Masoud Zaer-Kaze-
mein put the game to bed six 
minutes from normal time as 
Tractor moved up to fourth in 
the West Zone’s 12-team table 
with five points.
Skocic was delighted to see his 
players execute the gameplan to 
perfection.

“It’s a great moment for my play-
ers, for everyone in the club, and 
for the staff. I think we played 
a great game - everything we 
planned to do, we did,” said Sko-
cic. “We limited the opponents’ 
attacks even though they have 
quality players up front and we 
managed to create problems for 

them.
“I’m really happy for my team. 
They truly deserve this. In some 
games this season we’ve been 
unlucky but today, we showed 
our quality and proved that no 
one should forget about us in 
this competition.”
Asked if he was surprised by the 

stunning victory, the Croatian 
said, “Why do you think I didn’t 
expect the result? We are the 
[Iranian] champion. Perhaps you 
didn’t expect this, but I did.
“We are a good team. We 
showed it last season with some 
really good performances. No 
one could beat us in 90 minutes 
[in the AFC Champions League Two], and 
we were only knocked out on 
penalties. I’m really glad that 
you have now discovered Trac-
tor,” added Skocic.
Lushkja was proud to have 
played a sterling role in Trac-
tor’s impressive victory, saying: 
“I’m very happy that we won 
today,” said Lushkja. “I want to 
thank all my teammates and the 
coach for giving me the opportu-
nity to play. 
“I’m really happy for the team 
because without everyone, we 
couldn’t have won this game. 

We played against a very good 
team and I’m just very happy to 
get the win here.”
Skocic’s opposite number on the 
Sharjah bench, Milos Milojevic, 
meanwhile, took responsibility 
for his team’s humiliation on 
home turf.
“Unfortunately, the result could 
have been even worse. We start-
ed very poorly in every aspect. 
They were more organized 
and looked more like a team. 
Honestly, they deserved to win 
against us,” said Milojevic.
“This is not about bad luck – it’s 
a disaster for Sharjah and for 
football in the Emirates. It’s un-
acceptable. Of course, I feel very 
bad about it. I take full respon-
sibility for this defeat. I was the 
one who chose the players and 
decided how we would play. I 
can’t blame anyone else.”
Tractor will aim for a second 
win in the league phase when 
it faces Iraq’s Al Shorta at Ta-
briz’s Yadegar-e Imam Stadium 
on November 3, while Sharjah 
will look to redeem itself against 
Saudi Arabia’s Al Ittihad in Jed-
dah a day later. 

Skocic not surprised  
after Tractor hits five past Sharjah 

AFC Champions League Elite:
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Tractor players celebrate a goal during 
a 5-0 victory over Sharjah FC at AFC 
Champions League Elite in Sharjah, UAE, on 
October 20, 2025.
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Riding on Simorgh’s wings: 
Teenage climber scaling peaks with father
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