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Larijani: Iran open to negotiations
but demands ‘real’ talks o

Crisesin
Afghanistan

and question of
Iran’s mediation

By Jafar Haghpanah
Afghanistan affairs expert

O P I N1 ON

EXCLUSIVE

Contemporary Afghanistan has
long struggled with recurring
political and security crises that
have undermined its internal
cohesion and peaceful coexis-
tence with neighboring states.
Structural factors — such as its
harsh and landlocked geopoli-
tics, its mosaic of ethnic, linguis-
tic, and religious communities
closely tied to societies beyond
its borders — combined with
agency-driven dynamics, includ-
ing the persistence of both tra-
ditional and modern elite power,
an authoritarian political culture
resistant to participation, and a
strategic mindset among do-
mestic and foreign actors that
views war and intervention as
solutions rather than sources
of ongoing challenges, have all
perpetuated and deepened the
country’s chronic turmoil.

At times, however, the intensity
of Afghanistan’s crises and their
spillover effects have reached a
level that compels international
organizations and regional and
global powers — even those
whose prior interventions con-
tributed to the current situation
— to step in as mediators, not
necessarily to find a final solu-
tion, but to manage and reduce
the level of the crisis and pre-
vent its escalation. Historically,
successful mediation has come
from states that enjoy good re-
lations with both sides of a dis-
pute.

This principle has once again
proven true in the recent mili-
tary standoff between Afghani-
stan’s caretaker government and
Pakistan. The risk of full-blown
war and regional destabiliza-
tion pushed several countries
to engage in mediation efforts.
Through Qatar’s successful ini-
tiative, a temporary cease-fire
was established between the
two neighbors. Parallel talks
are now underway in Turkey to
reduce tensions further, though
the road to a lasting agreement
remains long. Qatar’s cordial re-
lations with both Islamabad and
the Taliban — along with its soft
power and the influence of its
media and think tanks in build-
ing trust — played a decisive
role in its diplomatic success.

In this context, it is worth as-
sessing Iran’s potential for medi-
ation and examining why its role
has been relatively understated,
despite the direct and indirect
implications of

the Afghan-Paki- Pagez >
stani conflict for Iran’s own na-
tional and regional security.

Iran vows to rebuild nuclear sites
‘stronger than before’

Pezeshkian: Nuclear industry aimed at public welfare, not weapons o5
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (c), accompanied by Iran’s
nuclear chief Mohammad Eslami (1), visits the Atomic Energy

Organization of Iran (AEol) in Tehran on November 2, 2025.
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Iran vows to rebuild nuclear sites
‘stronger than before’

Pezeshkian: Nuclear industry aimed at public welfare, not weapons

C International Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
said on Sunday that Iran would rebuild
nuclear sites damaged by Israeli and
US strikes "stronger than before."

US President Donald Trump has
claimed that the June strikes “totally
obliterated” Iran's nuclear program,
but the full extent of the actual damage
remains unknown.

In a visit to the Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran (AEon) for visiting
an exhibition showcasing the latest
nuclear achievements in the fields of
healthcare, medicine, and production
of radiopharmaceuticals, Pezeshkian
said Tehran "will build (the destroyed sites)
stronger than before.”

"By destroying buildings... we will not
be set back," he said in a video posted
to his official website, adding that Ira-
nian scientists still had the necessary
nuclear know-how.

Pezeshkian also emphasized that Iran’s
expansion of its peaceful nuclear in-

dustry is aimed at enhancing the na-
tion’s welfare, not acquiring weapons.
Pezeshkian said biased propaganda
and narratives are meant to insinuate
that nuclear activities are synonymous
with developing atomic bombs.
“However, the nuclear industry is a vast
collection of scientific and industrial
capacities and only a tiny fraction of its
disproportionate and inhumane con-
sequences relates to bomb-making,”
he added.

“Our intention and determination in
expanding this industry is to meet the
needs of the people and enhance the
welfare of our country, not to produce
weapons.”

Israel launched an unprecedented
bombing campaign against Iran in June,
kicking off a 12-day war that saw it
target nuclear and military facilities as
well as residential areas, and kill many
top scientists, military commanders
and civilians.

The US joined the aggression by the
Israeli regime, targeting three Iranian

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (r) listens to one
of the personnel of the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran during a visit to the organization in Tehran on
November 2, 2025.

president.ir

nuclear facilities.

The Israeli strikes on June 13 came
as Iran and the US were scheduled to
hold sixth round of negotiations over
Iran’s nuclear program in Oman. The
regime’s aggression derailed the ne-
gotiations which had been underway
since April. The United States then
joined the aggression on June 22 and
bombed Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan
nuclear facilities.

Iran retaliated with ballistic missile
barrages aimed at [sraeli cities.
Tehran accused the IAEA of effectively
paving the way for the Israel-US attacks
with a report on May 31 that led the
IAEA's 35-nation Board of Governors to
declare Iran in breach of its non-prolif-

civilian purposes.

eration obligations. Tehran maintains
that its nuclear program is for purely

US President Donald Trump has

-

warned that he will order fresh attacks
on Iran's nuclear sites should Tehran
try to restart facilities that the United
States bombed in June.

Larijani: Iran open to negotiations
but demands ‘real’ talks

( International Desk )

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council Ali Lari-
jani said the Islamic Republic is
not saying that it will not nego-
tiate, but the negotiations must
be real.

“No one says we will not negoti-
ate, but we should not be naive.
Negotiation is a method, but it
must be done at the right time,”
Larijani said during a meeting
on Wednesday.

Referring to the nuclear nego-
tiations between Iran and the
West, the Iranian official said
that they say Iran must stop
uranium enrichment, reduce
the range of its missiles, and do
in the region exactly what they
want.

Larijani said that the enemy’s
main goal is to break the will of
the Iranian nation, adding, “The
enemy’s demands are endless
and require national resistance.
Iranians must stand firm on
their own demands.”

“It is not the case that the Is-
lamic Republic is unwilling to
negotiate. We were negotiating
when the enemy started the
war.”

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi in an interview with
Al Jazeera said that the Islam-
ic Republic will not give up its
capacity to enrich uranium and
will never negotiate on its mis-
sile program to reach an agree-
ment on its nuclear program.

A

Araghchi said that Tehran is
ready to hold talks to remove
concerns about its peaceful nu-
clear program, stressing that it
is possible to reach a fair agree-
ment. However, he noted that
the United States has set “unac-
ceptable conditions.”

“We will not negotiate on our
missile program, and no ratio-
nal person would agree to be
disarmed. Halting uranium en-
richment is not possible,” Iran’s
top diplomat said.

Comments by Iranian officials
came as Oman urged Tehran
and Washington on Saturday to
resume talks.

"We want to return to the nego-
tiations between Iran (and) the
United States,” Omani Foreign
Minister Badr al-Busaidi said at
the IISS Manama Dialogue con-
ference in Bahrain.

Ali Larijani
IRNA

A day earlier, Al-Busaidi host-
ed Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Political Affairs Majid
Takht-e Ravanchi in Muscat
where the two sides exchanged
views on Iran’s peaceful nuclear
program.

Takht-e Ravanchi said that the
Islamic Republic expressed its
“clear position” on the issue
during the meeting in Muscat.
Iranian government spokes-
woman Fatemeh Mohajerani
said Sunday that Tehran "has
received messages" on resum-
ing diplomacy, without provid-
ing further details.

Oman hosted five rounds of US-
Iran talks this year. Just three
days before the sixth round,
Israel launched an unprovoked
aggression against Iran, which
derailed negotiations with the
Us.

Crises in Afghanistan ...

The Islamic Republic of Iran main-
tains friendly ties with both coun-
Page1 > thies, sharing reli-
gious and cultural
affinities, and despite its cautious
and partial recognition of the Tali-
ban government, Iran continues to
operate an active embassy in Kabul
and several consulates across Af-
ghanistan.
Naturally, effective mediation re-
quires more than cordial relations;
it also depends on possessing direct

interests and a clear will to help
shape a desirable regional securi-
ty framework. China, for instance,
though maintaining good relations
with both Islamabad and Kabul, has
refrained from involvement, largely
due to its lack of direct stakes or mo-
tivation to foster such arrangements.
Iran, by contrast, holds both the in-
centive and the interest to assume a
more active mediating role. Yet one
missing piece remains which is the
weak connectivity among the media,

research centers, and think tanks
across the three countries. These
institutions can play a crucial role
in fostering mutual understanding,
developing a shared vocabulary, and
building trust among policymakers.
It might be appropriate for the Ira-
nian side to take the initiative by
opening the door to such dialogues
and second-track negotiations,
thereby paving the way for the me-
diation efforts of its diplomatic ap-
paratus.

US cranks up pressure on Lebanon
to disarm Hezbollah

C International Desk )

US special envoy for Syria Tom Barrack
claimed that Lebanon is collapsing, press-
ing the Arab country to disarm the popular
resistance movement Hezbollah and engage
in negotiations with the Israeli regime.
Speaking at the Manama Dialogue Forum in
Bahrain on Saturday, Barrack labeled Leb-
anon as a “failed state” over severe short-
ages within the Arab country’s military
and public institutions, while pushing for
Hezbollah’s disarmament amid Lebanon'’s
border tensions with the Israeli-occupied
territories.

“Lebanon is a failed state. There’s no central
bank. The banking system is bust. There’s
no electricity — people rely on private gen-
erators. For water and education, you need
private providers,” Barrack said, disregard-
ing Lebanon’s decrepit civilian infrastruc-
ture as a result of US sanctions.

Claiming that the Lebanese Armed Forces
suffer from “a lack of financial and human
resources,” Barrack said the Israeli regime
is prepared to reach an agreement with
Lebanon on border demarcation.

The American envoy urged the Lebanese
leadership to “join the negotiations and
safeguard their borders,” adding, “It is un-
reasonable that there is no dialogue be-
tween Lebanon and Israel”

Stressing that Lebanon’s leadership “must
move faster to restrict Hezbollah’s weap-
ons,” Barrack claimed, “There will be no
problem between Lebanon and Israel if
Hezbollah is disarmed.”

Barrack’s call for Hezbollah’s disarmament
comes as the Israeli regime has, over the

past years, repeatedly violated Lebanon’s
sovereignty through airstrikes, drone in-
cursions, and cross-border attacks.

The ongoing breaches of previous UN-bro-
kered cease-fire agreements demonstrate
that Tel Aviv has no genuine intention of
de-escalation or respecting the Arab coun-
try’s territorial integrity.

Expressing concerns about the regime’s
security, Barrack warned that “thousands
of rockets in southern Lebanon still threat-
en [srael,” saying time is running out for
Lebanon to “bring weapons under control
quickly”

Claiming that regional stability depends on
the disarmament of Hezbollah’s military
power and advancing border discussions
with Israel, the envoy warned that the Tel
Aviv regime may act unilaterally if Beirut
does not “assert state control.”

Hezbollah Secretary-General Sheikh Naim
Qassem criticized on Friday the US role in
Lebanon, slamming Washington as a spon-
sor of aggression rather than an impartial
mediator.

Sheikh Qassem also held the Lebanese
government responsible for protecting the
country’s sovereignty, expelling the “ene-
my,” and stopping violations by preparing
a plan that enables the national army to
respond effectively to Israel’s regular on-
slaught.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
warned on Sunday that Hezbollah was seek-
ing to rearm and that Israel would exercise
its right to self-defense under last year's
cease-fire accord if Lebanon failed to dis-
arm the group.
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Economy
Domestic

Ministry unveils major customs
overhaul, targets smart systems

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s Economy Minister Ali Madaniza-
deh announced on Sunday the launch
of a comprehensive plan to modernize
and digitize the country’s customs net-
work, including the installation of new
high-speed X-ray systems, the creation
of joint border customs with neighbor-
ing countries, and the involvement of
foreign private firms in trade-related
projects.

Madanizadeh said the ministry has
prioritized customs modernization as
a key component of its structural re-
form agenda following President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian’s directive to over-
haul the country’s customs system,
Tasnim news agency reported.

The program aims to enhance trans-
parency, cut clearance times, and im-
prove efficiency in cross-border trade
operations.

According to the minister, broad ini-
tiatives have begun in several areas
— including the renewal of X-ray
scanning equipment, the digitalization
of customs procedures, and the estab-
lishment of joint customs offices with
neighboring countries.

“In this framework, the transfer of
some trade-related projects to for-
eign private companies — including

Chinese firms — is on the agenda,”
Madanizadeh said. “The goal is to
upgrade technology, accelerate clear-
ance procedures, and reduce logistics
costs.”

He added that under government res-
olutions, customs clearance opera-
tions will be centralized at 15 major
customs offices nationwide. “By the
end of the Seventh Development Plan
(2029), 10 high-speed smart X-ray sys-
tems will be purchased through for-
eign financing and another 10 will be
supplied domestically,” he said.

Joint border customs expansion
Plans are also underway to establish
joint customs posts with Pakistan in
Chabahar, with Turkey in Maku, and
with Azerbaijan in Aras, the minister
noted, describing the initiative as “a
turning point in the transformation of
Iran’s customs system and the facilita-
tion of foreign trade.”

Under the ministry’s equity-oriented
growth program, the customs overhaul
is seen as a central pillar of structural
economic reform. The initiative aims
to reduce administrative corruption,
improve trade facilitation indicators,
attract investment to border regions,
and ensure fairer access to trade infra-
structure, Tasnim wrote.

The deployment of new high-speed
X-ray machines, equipped with auto-
matic detection and precision imag-
ing, is expected to significantly short-

en cargo inspection times by allowing
trucks to be screened without pro-
longed stops.

The enhanced inspection systems will

Ali Madanizadeh
IRNA

also strengthen border security and
curb smuggling while supporting ex-
port growth and regional economic
development.

‘Far Iran’ expo promotes knowledge-based

economy with 80 products

NIGC to extend gas deal with Turkey,
says ready to supply Pakistan

< Economy Desk >

The “Far Iran” (dignity of Iran)
exhibition opened in Teh-
ran on Sunday with the un-
veiling of 80 domestically
developed, high-tech prod-
ucts in an event attended by
Vice President for Science,
Technology and Knowl-
edge-Based Economy Hos-
sein Afshin.

The four-day exhibition,
held at the Tehran Interna-
tional Fairgrounds, aims to
highlight the achievements
of Iranian knowledge-based
companies and innovators
and to demonstrate their
growing role in building a
knowledge-driven economy,
Mehr news agency reported.
Officials said the exhibition
will be organized annually to

showcase the economic and
social impact of technologi-
cal innovation.

At a press conference on Sat-
urday, Afshin described the
event as “a manifestation of
the nation’s knowledge, cre-
ativity, and determination to
advance a knowledge-based
economy.”

He said products on display
were selected through a
rigorous evaluation process
based on three main crite-
ria: technological capability,
industrial performance and
regulatory approval, and
measurable economic and
social impact.

“Since the beginning of this
year (March 21), around 428
products entered the evalu-
ation process, and 80 were
qualified for official intro-
duction,” he said.

Of these, “about 30 are in
health and pharmaceuticals,
28 in oil and related indus-
tries, 11 in the electricity
sector, 10 in artificial intel-
ligence and software, five
in agriculture, and nearly
eight in areas such as water,
textiles, automotive, mining,
and laboratory equipment,”
Afshin added.

Afshin said the introduction

of these products into do-
mestic markets could save
the country an estimated
$1.35 billion annually in for-
eign currency.

“The economic impact of this
initiative goes beyond lower
prices; by localizing produc-
tion, it will expand public ac-
cess to a wider range of more
affordable products,” he said.
The vice president also not-
ed that “many of the show-
cased products have no
foreign equivalents and are
entirely indigenous, devel-
oped by young Iranian inno-
vators.”

Afshin said the government’s
goal is to enable these prod-
ucts not only to meet domes-
tic needs but also to enter re-
gional markets. “To that end,
we have prepared special
support packages for export
promotion and market ex-
pansion,” he added.
Organizers said only fully
licensed and certified prod-
ucts were presented this
year, reflecting a new em-
phasis on verified quality
and regulatory compliance.
The unveiling of new tech-
nological products will now
be scheduled each year in
November and December.

( Economy Desk )

The CEO of the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC) said the Is-
lamic Republic plans to extend its
natural gas export contract with
Turkey and is ready to begin sup-
plies to Pakistan once the neces-
sary infrastructure is in place in
the neighboring country.

“The gas export agreement with
Turkey will definitely be re-
newed,” Saeed Tavakoli told ILNA.
“Iran is also prepared to export
gas to Pakistan.”

Tavakoli described the regional
gas market as increasingly vol-
atile and short-term in nature.
“The regional gas market has be-
come very situational, short-term,
and time-consuming,” he said. “On
one hand, US LNG production has
increased, while export restric-
tions have been imposed on some
producers. On the other, most of
the region’s available gas has al-
ready been allocated.”

He said Iran continues to push
for long-term energy contracts
with its partners. “Our focus and
follow-up on long-term agree-
ments will continue, and natural-
ly, renewing the Turkish contract
is among our top priorities,” he
added.

The current gas export agree-
ment between Iran and Turkey
is due to expire in 2026. Tavakoli

expressed hope that the two sides
would finalize an extension “for
several more years” before that
date.

He also noted that Turkey re-
mains a committed buyer. “Tur-
key is definitely interested in
Iranian gas,” he said, adding that
discussions are ongoing. “The vol-
ume, mechanism, and other de-
tails will be determined through
negotiations.”

On exports to Pakistan, Tava-
koli said Iran has the capacity
and readiness to deliver gas but
stressed that “it depends on Pa-
kistan to prepare the required
infrastructure.”

Regarding gas imports, he said
talks are continuing with Turk-
menistan and Russia, empha-
sizing that “continuity is the key
principle in our energy diploma-
cy, and we expect positive out-
comes.”

Turkey has long sourced natural
gas from Iran and, as of March,
began receiving Turkmen gas
through swap arrangements via
Iranian territory. The deal pro-
vides for the delivery of 1.3 bil-
lion cubic meters of Turkmen gas
to Turkey by the end of this year.
Murat Kalay, secretary-general of
Turkey’s Petroleum and Natural
Gas Platform Association (PET-
FORM), said last month that Ankara
currently receives gas both from
Iran and through the Turkmen
swap, with negotiations for a new
term underway.

Oguzhan Akyener, president of
the Turkey Energy Strategies and
Policies Research Center (TESPAM),
noted on October 8 that Turkey’s
gas demand has declined during
the summer months, as has Iran’s
domestic consumption, allowing
for continued gas shipments un-
der existing agreements.

Khaf-Herat railway emerges as key transit route linking Asia to Afghanistan

< Economy Desk >

Freight from Turkey, Turkmenistan, In-
dia, the UAE, Russia, and even the US has
been transported to Afghanistan via the
Khaf-Herat railway, an Iranian route that
is fast emerging as a key regional transit
corridor; a senior transport official said on
Sunday.

“Cargo from these countries has passed
through this railway, and even goods from
the US have reached Afghanistan via this
route,” Jabarali Zakeri, Iran’s deputy min-

ister of roads and urban development told
ILNA.

According to the official, the volume of car-
go transported along the railway between
Iran and Afghanistan in east of the coun-
try hit a record 63,000 tons last month,
with the figure expected to reach 100,000
tons by the end of the current Iranian year
(March 20, 2026).

He attributed the rising transit to growing
interest from Afghan shippers and India’s
government, which is seeking to use the
corridor for its exports and transit trade

through the southeastern port of Chaba-
har.

“To meet this growing demand, we have
instructed Iranian logistics companies to
prioritize resolving existing operational
issues,” he said. “We are addressing these
problems one by one.”

The deputy minister said Afghanistan’s
railway authority has welcomed the route
and shown strong interest in boosting
freight movement. “The Afghan railway
has approved this corridor and is keen to
increase cargo transport, and Iran’s rail-

way organization is following up closely,’
he added.

Zakeri also noted that construction work
is advancing on the Afghan side of the
route. “I hope that within a month, another
43 kilometers will be added to the Herat
railway. The project is now 90% com-
plete,” he said, adding that Afghanistan
has pledged to finish the remaining sec-
tion from Rahzanak toward Herat within
the next month. Once complete, only one
more station — currently under construc-
tion — will remain before full connectivity.

He pointed out that an industrial zone lo-
cated near the next station will serve as a
key cargo hub. “The strength of this route
is that an industrial city lies adjacent to
the next station, which will significantly
boost freight traffic once it is linked to the
rail network,” Zakeri said. The expansion
comes as Iran exported its first diesel ship-
ment to Afghanistan via the Khaf-Herat
railway last Sunday, establishing the first
fuel trade corridor between the two coun-
tries and marking a new phase in bilateral
economic and trade cooperation.
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Persian Culture Woven into Region

4

Long history of efforts to remove
Iranian, Persian traces in Mideast

A panel discussion, titled “Iran, Its Regional Environment, and Emerging Deals: The Essence of Iran, Foreign Relations, and Regional Policy,” was held on Sunday, Oc-
tober 26, at the Center for Middle East Strategic Studies, an initiative by the Iran Studies Group. The session shed light on several historical points concerning Iran’s
surrounding environment.

Speakers included Kourosh Ahmadi, Iran’s former diplomat at the United Nations and an international affairs analyst, Abbas Akhoundi, former Iranian minister of
Roads and Urban Development, and Kaveh Bayat, writer and translator. They laid out their perspectives on the key priorities of Iran’s foreign policy. What follows is
a translation of Kourosh Ahmadi’s detailed address.

By Kourosh Ahmadi
Former Iranian
diplomat to

the United Nations

It is wise to kick off any discus-
sion about Iran with an examina-
tion of geopolitics — the product
of interaction among physical
geography, human geography,
and politics. While physical ge-
ography remains unchanged,
human geography and politics
are constantly evolving, which
means a country’s or a region’s
geopolitics is bound to shift
with the tides. In other words,
a state’s geopolitical profile is
never carved in stone. It changes
in line with developments in hu-
man geography, politics, and the
dynamics of power surrounding
it.

By the late 18th century, Iran
underwent a sweeping geopo-
litical transformation. Up to that
point, its geopolitical boundar-
ies had been confined to a zone
where four main powers — the
Ottoman Empire, the Uzbeks, the
Mughal Empire of India, and Iran
— either rubbed shoulders or
locked horns at any time. Since
the early 16th century (specifically
1507 to 1515), the Portuguese had
moved into the region, though
their presence was mostly lim-
ited to Iranian islands and ports.
As a global maritime hegemon,
they had taken control of south-
ern Iranian waters. Yet, Europe’s
powers largely failed to break
into the Iranian heartland or its
surrounding lands. Later came
the Dutch, whose presence was
mainly maritime and trade-ori-
ented, though they occasionally
resorted to military force.

Risks of overlooking
cultural Iran

Then, by the late 18th centu-
ry, the British stepped onto
the scene, staking a claim both
within Iran through political in-
fluence and on the Indian sub-
continent through both physical
and colonial presence. During
this period, Russia was also ac-
tive. Thus, by the end of the 18th
century, two European imperial
powers had set their sights on
the region.

The arrival of these two powers
threw the region’s geopolitics
into disarray — a development
unseen before. Previously, four
regional powers had jockeyed
for position, but with these two
European, militarized, and mod-
ernized empires muscling in, the
balance went out the window.
Their intervention in Iran and
Iran’s periphery set the stage
for sweeping changes in both.
The British, in particular, started
meddling in the cultural sphere
of what was then known as
Greater Iran.

With the consolidation of the
East India Company’s position in
India, the process of “de-Persian-
ization” got underway. Persian
language and culture had been
integral elements of Iran’s wider
cultural sphere. Yet, this process
was met with hostility from the
British, who in 1837 banned Per-
sian — the administrative, royal,

° The photo shows damaged
bas-reliefs in Persepolis, central
Iran.
fodors.com

and judicial language of India —
and swapped it out for English.
By that time, the Persian lan-
guage had been deeply rooted in
the subcontinent for nearly eight
centuries, ever since it had made
its way in under Sultan Mahmud
of Ghazni, rising to its peak of re-
finement when they started the
de-Persianization. Immigrants
from mainland Iran — architects,
craftsmen, and others — had long
been flocking to India. Many of
these migrations came about in
the 18th century; after the fall of
the Safavid dynasty in 1722, when
Iran was thrown into turmoil.
This chaos was stoked by upris-
ings largely fueled by religious
minorities who had had enough
of Safavid court-imposed pres-
sures. Sunnis, Zoroastrians, and
others rose up against the Safa-
vids. As a result, numerous art-
ists, poets, architects, and other
professionals packed their bags
and headed for India.

The outcome was a flourishing
of Iranian art, literature, and cul-
ture there. Another hallmark of
this “greater Iran” territory was
its decentralization, especially af-
ter the fall of the Safavids and the
weakening of the Mughals. Var-
ious cities, large and small, held
on to nominal autonomy. Persian
culture and language took much
better root in such environments
and managed to endure. But
with the arrival of the Russians
from the north and the British
from the south and east (through
the Persian Gulf and India, respectively),
these imperial forces largely de-
stroyed the autonomy of those
semi-autonomous local entities.
For Britain, the Persian language
and Iranian culture stood in the
way of its dominance.

Impact of modern notion

of borders on cultural Iran
To dig a bit deeper, when Britain
entered the picture as a global
power, it came face-to-face with
Iran — the only real regional
power both before and after that
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era. That regional power, howev-
er; had to be kept in check if Brit-
ain wanted to tighten its grip on
the area. Consequently, semi-au-
tonomous regions in Central Asia
gradually fell under Russian rule,
while the British worked to un-
dermine Persian cultural and ar-
tistic presence concurrently with
expanding their political influ-
ence in Iran and its surrounding.
The idea of “Iran” and its histori-
cal levers and networks of influ-
ence were thus slowly stripped
of their strength.

Iran’s reach gradually came un-
der pressure from two major
powers — Russia and Britain
— both militarily and politically.
In the Iran-Russia wars, some
parts of the Caucasian territo-
ries were lost. Iran also clashed
with Britain twice in attempts to
reassert control over Herat. Be-
tween 1838 and 1854, several
skirmishes broke out as Britain
sought to block Iran’s expanding
influence and efforts to reclaim
Herat, launching attacks from
the south and pressuring the
Qajar court.

At the same time, the British
turned their eyes to the Persian
Gulf, moving to take over Irani-
an ports and islands. As a mar-
itime power, Britain needed to
keep a foothold along key sea
routes, making control of Irani-
an coasts, ports, and especially
islands crucial. This policy kicked
off with Bahrain and eventually
spilled over to the three disput-
ed Iranian islands — an episode
well-known today that can be
analyzed under the mentioned
framework.

Thus, Iran found itself squeezed
militarily and politically. Beyond
that, in cultural, literary, and ar-
tistic realms, the British made
no secret of their efforts to wipe
out Iran’s historical influence
in India. In the north, the same
playbook was followed in Cen-
tral Asia, where Iran’s political,
military, and cultural influence
was systematically reined in.
Subsequently, with the treaties
of Turkmenchay and Golestan,
Iran’s frontiers in Central Asia
and along the Aras River were
formally drawn up. This period

O
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marked the start of Iran’s en-
try into the age of its defined,
modern borders. Before that,
Iran had only “frontiers,” zones
where, for example, Iran, the
Ottomans, and local powers all
shared space, and clear delinea-
tion was rare.

The involvement of Russia and
Britain, coupled with the intro-
duction of new concepts of inter-
national law, led to the gradual
drawing of borders. As a result, a
deep divide opened up between
“cultural Iran” within its new po-
litical borders and “cultural Iran”
beyond them, in regions such as
Afghanistan and Central Asia.
From the 19th century onward,
this fragmentation grew increas-
ingly visible.

To the west, a similar process
unfolded. The Ottoman Empire,
too, fell partly under the um-
brella of Iran’s cultural sphere.
Four to five centuries before Ot-
toman domination of Western
Asia — which began in the late
13th and 14th centuries — Per-
sian culture and language had
already seeped in. The Ottoman
sultans were familiar with Irani-

an culture; Some were Persian
speakers, poets, and avid read-
ers of the Shahnameh. Even for-
mal correspondence between
Shah Ismail Safavid and Otto-
man monarchs was carried out
in Persian.

For example, Sultan Suleiman
left behind a Persian divan of
poetry, which speaks volumes
about how Persian was, at that
time, the administrative, judi-
cial, and literary language of the
Ottomans. This trend carried on
for roughly three to four centu-
ries, lasting until the late 17th
century — around the 1690s.
During this period, the Ottomans
set out to start de-Persianization,
swapping out Persian with Turk-
ish in the court, the bureaucracy,
and the judiciary, and rolling out
extensive language reforms in
Turkish.

Nevertheless, the Persian lan-
guage managed to hold onto its
cultural influence throughout
the Ottoman realm and its sur-
roundings — even across East-
ern Europe. In the Arab world,
Iraq was much the same; Cul-
turally, religiously, and through
Shia Islam, Iraq was closely tied
to Iran, with Persian language
and culture making significant
inroads. The majority of Iraqis
were Shias, and because of pil-
grimage and religious exchanges,
the two countries were constant-
ly coming and going, maintaining
cultural ties. Iraq actually stood
as a kind of buffer and shared
backyard between Iran and the
Ottomans, with both powers vy-
ing for the upper hand in Iraqg. At
times, Iraq fell under the sway
of Iran, while at other times,
it came under Ottoman dom-
ination. Persian language and

The Mughal emperor Shah Alam
(sitting-C) of present-day India

hands a scroll to Robert Clive, the

British governor of Bengal.
BENJAMIN WEST/BRITISH
LIBRARY

TheBritish, in
particular, started
meddlinginthe cultural
sphere of whatwasthen
known as Greater Iran.
Withthe consolidation
ofthe EastIndia
Company’'s positionin
India, the process of
“de-Persianization”
gotunderway. Persian
language and culture
had beenintegral
elementsof Iran’swider
culturalsphere. Yet,
this processwas met
with hostility fromthe
British,whoin1837
banned Persian—the
administrative, royal,
andjudicial language
of India—and swapped
itoutfor English. By
thattime, the Persian
language had been
deeplyrootedinthe
subcontinentfornearly
eight centuries, risingto
its peak of refinement
whentheystarted the
de-Persianization.
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Deep Dive

Persian Culture Woven into Region
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° Letter exchange between Sultan Selim I of the Ottomans and Shah Ismail of
the Safavids before the Battle of Chaldiran in the Persian language

culture crept into Iraq widely,
leaving their mark on daily life,
literature, and the arts.

Cultural Iran has
maintained its historical
continuity

A new development that deep-
ened the rift was the emergence
of nation-state formation, which
began to get off the ground after
World War I. When the Ottoman
Embpire fell apart, new modern
states sprang up across the re-
gion. Building national identity
quickly shot to the top of the
agenda for these states, and the
drive for distinctive cultural and
political boundaries kept gather-
ing momentum.

In line with this, starting in the
1940s, the nascent govern-
ments, such as Iraq’s Ba’ath
Party, got down to the business
of nation-building. Their created
identities were defined by novel
ideas of the nation and the state,
and over time, Iran was cast as
“the other” in the region’s politi-
cal and cultural discourse. These
moves coincided with a wave of
de-Persianization that picked up
speed after World War 1.

At this point, Britain’s presence
also came into play. As the Otto-
man Empire disintegrated, areas
such as Iraq fell under Britain’s
thumb and were brought under
direct control. In these territo-
ries, new cultural policies were
rolled out to undercut the Per-
sian language and culture. In
Bahrain, for instance, a British
national served as Adviser to the
Ruler of Bahrain for around 30
years. This longstanding pres-
ence played a pivotal part in cut-
ting Bahrain loose from Iran’s
cultural sphere and dimming the
standing of the Persian language
and culture there.

Thus, the political and cultural
changes after the fall of the Ot-
tomans, the arrival of European
powers, and the onset of na-
tion-building in the Middle East
opened up arift in cultural Iran.
As aresult, cultural and political
Iran drifted apart — an outcome
that paved the way for the emer-
gence of new borders in Central
Asia. This trend intensified in the
Soviet era as the Soviets rolled
out systematic policies to weak-
en Persian language and culture,
including a wholesale switch to
the Cyrillic script and efforts de-
signed to drive a wedge between
Central Asian nations and Iran.
Still, even in this new age, the
cultural, artistic, and literary el-
ements of [ran and Persian kept
going strong throughout the
wider region. Although Persian
was no longer the official lan-
guage of the court or judiciary,
it remained in use among the in-

tellectual, scientific, and cultural
elites of the Indian subcontinent
and Central Asia.

Religiously, Iranian Islam stands
apart from the Islam of the
Quraysh tribe or the Arabs. This
difference isn’t limited to Shia
Islam; Even Sunni communities
in Central Asia and parts of Af-
ghanistan show the fingerprints
of [ranian Islam. These cultural
and religious factors have, over
centuries, played a key role in
keeping cultural Iran alive. In
fact, these features have ensured
that cultural Iran has held its
ground historically despite shift-
ing borders and politics. Even
now, there’s a cultural Iran on
one side, while on the other; Iran
rubs shoulders with Arab Islam
and the Western world.

The issue of “othering” came out
in the open during World War
I, at a time when state-building
was high on the agenda in the
region. In Iraq, the Ba'athists,
Pan-Arabists, and Arab socialists
— whose outlook was a blend of
leftist and nationalist ideas —
set out to cobble together a new
nation from scratch. That's why,
especially in Iraq, more than any-
where else in the region, forces
worked hard to forge a sense
of identity by differentiating
themselves from Persian and
Iranian culture. During the Iraqi
monarchy, Tehran and Baghdad
got along reasonably well, but
in Iraq’s education, arts, and
broader culture, a deliberate
push for Arab, Iraqi, and Sunni
identity got underway. This new
identity-building, often implicitly,
sometimes openly, boiled down
to defining Iran as “anti-Iraq”
and “the outsider”. By this
means, [raq set out to distinguish
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its own culture and identity from
Iran’s.

In Turkey, meanwhile, during
Atatiirk’s state-building drive,
the process unfolded with far
less animosity toward Iran,
thanks to his relatively friendly
ties with Reza Shah. In Central
Asia and the Caucasus, Russia
and the USSR pursued their own
agenda, while in the Indian sub-
continent, de-Iranization and
de-Persianization went ahead
unabated.

Relying on regional ties
won't cut it economically
On ties with neighbors — espe-
cially economic ties — there’s
been a strong push in recent
years for the notion that regional
relations are enough to fall back
on, and that if these are well-de-
veloped, everything will fall into
place and even sanctions won’t
hold Iran back. This position
holds little water, and there’s
little reason to buy it; From an
economic perspective, it’s not
realistic.

The combined GDP of Iran’s
neighbors — including Persian
Gulf countries — makes up
barely more than six percent of
the global economy, even at best.
So, even supposing Iran could
pull off the highest possible level
of economic cooperation with all
its neighbors — which, given the
current climate and sanctions, is
next to impossible, — this still
wouldn’t go far toward meeting
its economic needs.

For instance, not long ago,
Turkmenistan and Iraq inked
a deal on transferring oil via
Iran, but since an approval from
the US never came, the project
ground to a halt. Or in the case
of Chabahar Port, the US recent-
ly scrapped India’s sanctions
waivers for the area. All of this
shows that even with fewer re-
strictions, leaning solely on re-
gional ties simply won't get Iran
over the line economically. Iran
is alarge, populous country at a
crossroads of the world; Neigh-
borly ties alone can’t solve all its
problems.

Regional convergence now
an uphill climb

Let’s continue by looking at the
Iranian and Arab worlds — and
at our main priorities over the
past few decades. In several sur-
rounding areas, we come across
regions where Iran shares com-
mon cultural, historical, identity,
and heritage with the neighbor-
ing Iranian world. That is, great-
er Iran covers territories where
history, language, religion, art,
thought, and lifestyle all bear the
imprint of Iranian civilization.
Zoroastrian heritage, Iranian
mysticism, poetry and politics,
and pillars of Iranian culture —

5

wisdom, ethics, and justice —
have all played a central role in
shaping this civilizational zone.
This is the sphere found mostly
north and east of Iran — along
with parts of Iraq to the west,
and on the southern shores of
the Persian Gulf.

Alongside this environment is
a separate environment — the
Arab world — which took shape
under the sway of the Islam of
the Quraysh tribe or the Arabs,
a version of Islam that stands
in contrast with Iranian Islam,
whether in its Shia or Sunni
branches. The key point is that
in the last 40 years, Iran’s stra-
tegic focus has been on the Arab
and Islamic aspects of the region,
not its Iranian cultural roots. In
other words, Iran has poured its
energy and resources into the
Arab-Islamic sphere and let the
Iranian cultural ties fall by the
wayside.

Globally, since the end of the
Cold War, one of the major cur-
rents in international politics
has been regionalism and con-
vergence — a trend that our re-
gion has missed out on entirely.
Europe’s regionalism has gone
so far as to reach political union
and foreign policy coordination.
Here in the Middle East, though,
regionalism has barely gotten
off the ground. Iran’s decision
to focus on the Islamic-Arab
sphere — not cultural Iran — is
the main culprit. Cultural Iran,
especially in Central Asia, the
Caucasus, and Afghanistan (set-
ting aside the Taliban and looking instead
at Afghan elites), is largely mystical
and secular, which has not really
been desirable for us.

When it comes to real regional
convergence, structural, ideo-
logical, and cultural barriers
keep cropping up. Worries over
Shia ideology, ideological in-
terpretations, power struggles,
and geopolitical rivalries are
all part of the mix. Within Iran,
some political and cultural fac-
tions aren’t sold on the idea of
closer ties with mainly secular
neighboring states. On the other
hand, some Iranians with secu-
lar or non-ideological leanings
see themselves as a cut above
places like the Caucasus, India,
and Arab countries. This sense
of cultural superiority itself has
become a psychological sticking
point, making regional coordina-
tion and cooperation that much
tougher.

Under these circumstances, to
genuinely move cultural and civ-
ilizational regionalism forward
among Arab and neighboring
countries and those within Iran’s
cultural orbit, Iran would have
needed to take concrete steps
— sadly, that hasn’t happened
to the necessary extent. Joint TV
and media networks with Cen-
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tral Asian and Indian subcon-
tinent countries, collaborative
university programs — includ-
ing faculty and student exchang-
es and cross-cultural research
projects, expanded joint artistic
and literary initiatives especially
through organizations like UN-
ESCO to showcase and protect
Iranian civilizational symbols
regionally, joint mystical sympo-
siums given the deep Sufi roots
linking Central Asia, the Cauca-
sus, and India, and joint produc-
tions of TV series, films, concerts,
and regional artistic teams — all
of these could have gone a long
way toward rebuilding cultural
ties with the Iranian world.
Other countries have gotten a
jump on these fronts; For ex-
ample, the Turks have stitched
together the Cooperation Coun-
cil of Turkic-Speaking States
and managed to hammer out
real cultural and political con-
vergence. Iran, meanwhile, has
failed to set up any such struc-
ture and has wound up losing
out on both sides. Turkey itself
has been beating the drum for
Ottomanism, Islamism, and
Turkism. While Iran has mostly
stayed focused on ideology, the
Middle East, and the Arab world,
it has never gone after a cultural
Iran, missing out on its potential.
The truth is, Arab states have
never welcomed Iran’s role in
regional Middle Eastern struc-
tures and have always looked at
us with suspicion. On Palestine
and plenty of other fronts, they
have refused to team up with
Iran in earnest, always taking
steps to derail Iran’s influence in
the region. By overcommitting
to the Arab-Islamic world, Iran
has let the opportunity slip by to
reconnect with the cultural Ira-
nian world, essentially making
way for Turkey to move in and
take over the field.

The article first appeared in
Persian on IRNA.

“

The Arabworld took
shape underthe sway
ofthelslam ofthe
Qurayshtribeorthe
Arabs, aversion of
Islamthat standsin
contrastwith Iranian
Islam, whetherinits
ShiaorSunnibranches.
Thekey pointisthatin
the last40years, Iran’s
strategicfocushasbeen
ontheArabandIslamic
aspectsoftheregion,
notitslranian cultural
roots. Inotherwords,
Iran has poured its
energyand resources
intothe Arab-Islamic
sphereand letthe
Iranian culturaltiesfall
by the wayside.
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Iran embraces top-tier tests
at Futsal World Cup, Tavassoli says

C Sports Desk )

Iranian goalkeeper and captain
Farzaneh Tavassoli knows the
challenge that lies ahead for her
and her teammates at the up-
coming Women's Futsal World
Cup but embraces the opportu-
nity to test themselves against
the best in the game.

Iran has been drawn alongside
futsal heavyweights Brazil and
Italy, as well as Panama, in Group
D of the inaugural World Cup,
which will kick off on November
21 in the Philippines.

Iranian girls will get their cam-
paign underway against eight-
time Copa America champion
Brazil - the top team in the latest
FIFA World Ranking - on Novem-
ber 23, before facing Panama
three days later.

The Asian side will hope to be in
contention for a top-two finish
in the group and a place in the
round of 16, when it squares off
against world No. 7 Italy on the
final day on November 29.
When asked about Iran’s tough
draw, Tavassoli said, “Brazil and
Italy are top-tier, star-studded
teams, but we won’t be intimidat-
ed by the magnitude of the task.”
“In fact, matches like these are
a huge source of motivation for
us. We've analyzed Brazil thor-
oughly; we know their strengths
and weaknesses, and will be
prepared for any scenario,” the
38-year-old keeper told the offi-

cial website of the Iranian Foot-

ball Federation.
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Asian Cup secured Iran a spot at
the World Cup - alongside final-

“In futsal, everything comes
down to belief and focus. They
may have more global experi-
ence, but we have hearts full of
motivation and passion. Our goal
is to get the best possible result
from every single match,” added
the Iranian skipper.

A third-place finish at May’s

ists Japan and Thailand - though
it was hardly deemed a satis-
fying outcome for a nation that
had won back-to-back titles in
the previous two editions of the
continental showpiece.

Following Iran’s underwhelming
campaign in China, the sport’s
national governing body dis-

missed head coach Forouzan
Soleimani and reinstated Shahr-
zad Mozaffar, who had led the
team to the Asian title in 2018
during her previous tenure.

“The Iranian team has changed;
the players are more motivated
and disciplined. Our technical
staff is doing a fantastic, highly
professional job; from fitness to
analysis, everything is scientific
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and precise. When you train with
a team like this, you just want to
go out and shine on the court -
and we are ready to make that
happen,” Tavassoli said.
“Iran is now a rejuvenated team
with a different mindset. We're
firmly confident that we can stand
our ground against any opponent.
We push and motivate each other
in training because we know

that every second of practice could
be decisive at the World Cup.”

Iran faced Russia in friendly dou-
ble-header in Tula two weeks
ago, playing to a 2-2 draw in the
first game before winning the
second outing 4-3.

“The training camps are truly in-
tense, but we find this hard work
rewarding because we know we
have a great goal ahead of us.
Every training session, every in-
camp game, and every tactical
meeting brings us one step clos-
er to our objective. The coordina-
tion among the players improves
daily, and the team has reached a
strong level of mental and physi-
cal consistency.

“There’s a powerful team spirit
within the squad. The experi-
enced players support the young-
er ones, and the younger ones
motivate us all with their energy.
We are like a family - everyone is
working towards the same goal.”
On Iran’s ultimate goal in the
Philippines, Tavassoli said, “For
us, the World Cup is more than
just a tournament; it’s an op-
portunity to show the world the
spirit of Iranian women. We’ll go
out there to prove that Iranian
talent, dedication, and passion
can excel at any level.

“Our matches will undoubted-
ly be challenging, but I can only
promise that we will fight with
all we have until the final whis-
tle. Our team is ready to stun the
world.”

Iran’s Safi finishes doubles’ runner-up
at World Tour event in Italy

final at the latest ITF Wom-
en’s World Tennis Tour event
but fell in straight sets (6-3,
6-4) to the Italian duo of Car-
olina Gasparini and Kseniia
Ruchkina.

The Iranian-German duo be-
gan their campaign with a
2-0 victory (6-4,7-6(4)) over the

host’s Alessandra Fiorillo and
Ylenia Zocco and was then
handed a walkover against
NoemiLa Cagnina and Giulia
Paterno in the quarterfinals.

Safi and Sandberg then came
out victorious in successive
sets (7-6(3), 6-1) against Swiss
pair of Nicole Gadient and So-

phie Luescher to progress to
the final showpiece.

Safi had claimed the doubles
crown - alongside British girl
Jasmine Conway - at the W15
Kayseri tournament in June
to become the first Iranian to
win a trophy at a World Tour
event.

C Sports Desk )

Iran’s Meshkatozzahra Safi set-
tled for the doubles’ runner-up
trophy at the W15 Solarino
tournament in Sicily, Italy.

The Iranian player teamed
up with Germany’s Vivien
Sandberg to reach Saturday’s

ITF

Greek Super League:

Taremi on target again

as 10-man Olympiacos edges Aris

the prolific Iranian exchanged
a neat one-two with Portu-
guese winger Daniel Podence
before firing the ball into the
roof of the net on the hour
mark to double the home
side’s lead at Karaiskakis Sta-
dium.

Podence had opened the
scoring in the 49th minute.
Olympiacos still had to with-

< Sports Desk )

Iranian striker Mahdi Taremi
found the net for a second
game in a row to help Olym-
piacos beat Aris 2-1 at home
in the Greek Super League on
Saturday.

Making only his second top-
flight start since joining the
club in August, _

g A

stand a late scare to secure
all three points, as Gustavo
Mancha was sent off in the
71st minute, before Lorenzo
Morén pulled one back from
the spot for the visitors three
minutes later.

This was Taremi'’s sixth goal
in 10 appearances in the
Olympiacos colors.

The former Porto and Inter

forward came off the bench to
score twice on his club debut
during a 5-0 win over Panser-
raikos on the opening day of
the new league season, and
netted another double to lead
The Legend to a 2-1 victory
over Asteras Aktor in the do-
mestic cup on September 24.
The Iranian then went on a
six-game goalless run across
all competitions, but ended
the drought with a smash-
ing header during a 2-0 win
against archrival AEK Athens
last week.

The latest victory saw Olympi-
acos move atop the top-flight
table with 22 points from nine
matches - two points clear of
second-placed PAOK, which
has a game in hand.

Olympiacos striker Mahdi Taremi
celebrates his goal during a 2-1
victory over Aris in the Greek Super
League in Piraeus, Attica, Greece, on
November 1, 2025.

olympiacos.org

Tractor aiming for
back-to-back wins in ACL Elite

( Sports Desk )

Persian Gulf Pro League champion Trac-
tor will seek a second successive victo-
ry at the AFC Champions League Elite
when it faces Al Shorta at Tabriz’s Yade-
gar-e Imam Stadium today.

Having shared the spoils with Emirati
outfits Shabab Al Ahli (1-1) and Al Wahda
(0-0) in its first two games in the league
phase, Tractor upset the formbook with
a stunning 5-0 win against Sharjah FC on
matchday three while Iraq’s Al Shorta
has yet to shift into high gear with just a
point to its name.

While Tractor would have been glad to
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register victory against Sharjah, it will
head into the Al Shorta tie having only
twice won back-to-back matches on
the continental stage, which were both
achieved in 2016.

The victory against Sharjah, however,
ended a run of three winless matches
and with Al Shorta struggling to get its
campaign running, Tractor will fancy its
chances of taking maximum points.

Al Shorta’s only point came from its
opening-day draw with Al Sadd SC of Qa-
tar and the Iraqi side needs to start get-
ting points on the board if it is to stand
a chance of a top-eight spot in the West
Zone’s 12-team table and a place in the
round of 16.

The odds are stacked against the Iraqi
side, with Al Shorta having only picked
up one point over its last 11 outings in
the Asian elite clubs’ competition, find-
ing the net only four times and conced-
ing 28.

Sitting fifth in the table, Tractor will
step onto the pitch on the back of a
frustrating 1-1 home draw against 10-
man Persepolis in the domestic league
on Thursday, when a Marko Bakic’s
stunning free kick in the 96th minute
canceled out in-form Amirhossein Hos-
seinzadeh’s 88th-minute opener for the
host.
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Astara Beach Bazaar welcoming visitors
to crossroads of heritage, trade

( Iranica Desk )

Located in the northwest of Gi-
lan Province, the Astara Beach
Bazaar sits just a short distance
from Iran’s border with the Re-
public of Azerbaijan. Nestled
between the Caspian Sea and
Estil Wetland, this bustling mar-
ket has become one of the most
important commercial centers
in northern Iran, playing a vital
role in the local economy and
employment.

The Astara Beach Bazaar, con-
sisting of roofed walkways and
more than 1,600 active shops,
takes its name from its prox-
imity to the sea. While clothing
remains the dominant product
sold here, the market also offers
a wide range of goods, including
cosmetics, household applianc-
es, bags, sports equipment, toys,
and mobile accessories. The
products are both domestic and
imported.

Facilities at the bazaar include
open-air parking and public
restrooms, though finding a
space during peak hours can
be challenging. Several grocery
stalls, food kiosks, and fast-
food stands also serve visitors.
Beyond shopping, the market
gives travelers an opportunity
to experience the daily life and
culture of Astara’s local com-
munity.

History

The origins of the Astara Beach
Bazaar date back to 1991, fol-
lowing the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union. Soon after, the border
crossing between Iran and the
newly independent Republic
of Azerbaijan reopened, and
the bazaar was established as a
hub for trade between the two
nations, kojaro.com wrote.

In its early years, the market
was known primarily for sell-
ing goods imported from Rus-
sia and other former Soviet re-
publics, earning it the nickname
“the Russians’ Bazaar.” At that
time, many Azerbaijani traders

Astara Beach Bazaar
balad.ir
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kojaro.com

were unfamiliar with the true
value of their goods and sold
high-quality personal items —
such as Russian cameras and
fine glassware — at remarkably
low prices. This simplicity and
openness became a defining
feature of the market’s early
days.

As trade between residents on
both sides of the border grew,
the bazaar evolved into a more
structured and official commer-
cial center. Its appeal lay in the
combination of high-quality
goods and affordable prices,
quickly transforming Astara
into a popular border shopping
destination.

The fame of the bazaar soon

spread beyond the region, at-
tracting visitors from Tehran,
Tabriz, Hamedan, and Qazvin.
As demand rose, new shop-
ping centers and arcades were
built around the market to ac-
commodate the influx of cus-
tomers.

However, stricter customs and
border regulations gradually
restricted imports from Azer-
baijan. Eventually, low-priced
but lower-quality Chinese prod-
ucts filled the shelves. Today, ac-
cording to local vendors, most
goods in the Astara market are
shipped directly from Tehran
and no longer carry the same
distinctive quality once associ-
ated with the bazaar.

Vernacular Architecture along

the Northern Coastal Regions and Ports of the Persian Gulf
Living with heat and humidity

The book entitled “Vernac-
ular Architecture along the
Northern Coastal Regions and
Ports of the Persian Gulf” au-
thored by Niloufar Nikqadam
has been published by the
Center for the Great Islamic
Encyclopedia in 2024.
Kazem Mousavi-Bojnourdi, in
his foreword, emphasized the
importance of studying the
Persian Gulf’s coasts and high-
lights the cultural and artistic
continuity of the region. He
regards the author’s research
as a significant contribution to
uncovering lesser-known as-
pects of Iranian architecture.
In her preface, the author
pointed out the historical
significance of Iran’s south-
ern coasts. Their strategic
geographic location, access
to open waters, trade routes,
and abundant natural re-

sources made these areas
central to merchants and
political powers throughout
history. Historical buildings
in this region have largely
suffered from harsh climat-
ic conditions, leaving only
a few structures intact. Cli-
mate-sensitive architecture
has played a key role in local
construction, with buildings
designed to adapt to the hot
and humid conditions of the
northern Persian Gulf.

The book is organized into
four chapters. The first chap-
ter introduces the elements
of vernacular architecture in
harmony with the climate,
incorporating observations
from geographers, travelers,
and explorers of the past.
The second chapter explores
architectural features, in-
cluding structure, materials,

Astara Beach Bazaar

balad.ir

Estil Wetland
kojaro.com

A destination for

all seasons

The best time to visit Astara
Beach Bazaar is during spring
— particularly in May and June
—when the weather is cool and
pleasant. Summer also attracts
many travelers, though the hu-
midity can be intense for some
visitors.

Beyond the market itself, Astara
offers a range of nearby attrac-
tions that enrich the travel ex-
perience:

National Garden

A relic from the Qajar era, this
scenic park features statues,
playgrounds, a children’s li-
brary, and an amphitheater. Re-

and design details. Buildings
were constructed to provide
shade, minimize sunlight
penetration, and maximize
natural ventilation. Roofs
near the coast are flat and
light, while those farther in-
land are heavier and often
domed. Key materials include
porous sea stones, Sarooj (a
traditional water-resistant mortar),
mud bricks, and clay, which
enhance thermal comfort

The third chapter delves into
the historical background
of islands, ports, and cities
along the northern Persian
Gulf, from ancient times to
the Islamic period, highlight-
ing the role of trade, fresh
water, security, and agricul-
ture in regional prosperity.
Some surviving structures
date back to the fourth mil-
lennium BCE. Cities such as

cently renovated, it provides a
refreshing spot for picnics and
family gatherings.

Shariati Beach Park
Shariati Beach Park offers
green spaces ideal for picnics
and walks. Facilities include
gazebos, camping areas, and
restrooms, with restaurants
nearby serving local dishes.

Bird Garden

Opened in 2007, this
10,500-square-meter sanctu-
ary houses around 300 birds
from 60 species, including
parrots, peacocks, pheasants
and quails. Some species are
kept in cages, while others

Bandar Abbas held strategic
importance from the Achae-
menid era through the Sas-
sanid period.

The fourth chapter, the
core of the book, presents a
functional classification of
architecture, mosques, reli-
gious buildings, palaces and
mansions, water reservoirs,
hydraulic structures, public
buildings, and constructions
by foreign powers.

Most mosques are in-
ward-oriented with central
courtyards, adapted to the lo-
cal climate, and some feature
wind catchers and minarets.
Forts date from the Sassanid
to Qajar periods, serving mil-
itary or administrative pur-
poses, while royal and aristo-
cratic residences were often
located within fortifications.
Cisterns and hydraulic works

roam in open spaces.

Estil Wetland

Listed since 2005 as one of
Gilan’s top five tourism zones,
the Estil Wetland spans 138
hectares and is home to more
than 80 species of plants and
animals. Picnic shelters and
facilities have been added
around the lagoon for visitors’
comfort.

From its early beginnings as
a modest border marketplace
to its current role as a lively
coastal destination, the Astara
Beach Bazaar continues to re-
flect the intersection of com-
merce, culture, and community
along Iran’s northern frontier.

Introduction to the book:

ensured drinking water and
supported economic activity.
Public buildings include cara-
vanserais, bazaars, bathhous-
es, and schools. Structures
built by foreigners, mainly
from the Safavid to Qajar pe-
riods, served military and ad-
ministrative functions.

The buildings are introduced
geographically from east to
west, covering Hormozgan,
Fars, Bushehr, and southern
part of Khuzestan provinces.
The information is compiled
from historians, travelogues,
and historical maps, carefully
reviewed and illustrated. The
author hopes this research will
help preserve and promote
the understanding of south-
ern Iran’s unique vernacular
architecture, ensuring this in-
valuable heritage is passed on
to future generations.
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UNESCO adds Iranian philosopher Tabatabaeli,
mystic Bastami to global commemoratlon list

IS unesco

| GEMERAL CONFERENCE

| SAMARKAND 2025

The commemoration of Bastami’s
1,150th death anniversary was backed
by Armenia, Tajikistan and Turkey. Born
around 803 CE in the north-central Ira-
nian city of Bastam, he was revered as
“King of Mystics.”

Bastami’s teachings, centered on humil-
ity, lifelong learning and harmony with
nature, resonate strongly with UNESCO’s
advocacy of lifelong education and sus-
tainable development.

Iran’s commission said both figures em-
body “timeless values of knowledge, rea-
son and coexistence.” It plans a series of
international academic conferences and
exhibitions in their honor next year.
Tehran also played an active role in
three other nominations approved for
the 2026-2027 cycle, the 1,050th birth
anniversary of Persian poet Rabia Balkhi
(backed by Tajikistan and Afghanistan), the 50th
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< Arts & Culture Desk > National Commission for UNESCO.

The United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization (UNEScO)
on November 1 approved the inclusion
of two towering Iranian figures, philoso-
pher Allameh Muhammad Hossein Taba-
tabaei and mystic Bayazid Bastami, in its
2026-2027 calendar of global commem-
orations, following a proposal by Iran’s

By celebrating its philosophers, Iran
recalls a legacy of Islamic thought and
Sufi wisdom, projecting cultural influ-
ence abroad and reaffirming its place in
the world’s shared intellectual heritage,
IRNA reported.

The decision was adopted during the
43rd session of UNESCO’s General Con-
ference, underway in the historic Silk

Road city of Samarkand from October 30
to November 13. The session was attend-
ed by Minister of Science, Research and
Technology Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, who
also heads the National Commission for
UNESCO, and the body’s Secretary-Gen-
eral Hassan Fartousi.

Tabatabaei’s centennial of intellec-
tual life will be marked with support
from Azerbaijan, Iraq and Pakistan. His

groundbreaking work ‘Principles of
Philosophy and the Method of Realism’
is credited with forging a dialogue be-
tween Islamic thought and Western ra-
tionalism.

UNESCO documents describe him as a
“bridge-builder” between philosophical
traditions, a scholar whose reasoning
“transcended borders” in pursuit of mu-
tual understanding.

anniversary of Iraqi philosopher Ayatol-
lah Mohammad Baqir al-Sadr’s ‘Logical
Foundations of Induction, and the 500th
birth anniversary of Turkish poet Baki.
UNESCO’s commemoration list, updat-
ed every two years, celebrates figures
whose work promotes dialogue among
cultures and advances peace, a mission
that, for Iran, remains both philosophical
and strategic.

Iran achieves 96% domestic drug production amid Western sanctions

- By Sadeq Dehqan

INTERVIEW

Iran now produces about 96%
of its pharmaceuticals domesti-
cally despite decades of Western
sanctions, lawmaker Fatemeh
Mohammad Beigi said, describing
the country’s health-care sector as
one that has “crossed the wall of
sanctions” and joined the world’s
vaccine-making nations.

The member of Parliament’s
Health and Treatment Commit-
tee said Iran’s scientific drive had
turned restrictions into an “engine
of innovation.”

She warned that the humanitarian
fallout from sanctions-related drug
shortages rests squarely with the
countries that imposed them, and
revealed that parliament is prepar-
ing legal filings to hold the United
States and European governments
accountable for the impact on Ira-
nian patients, particularly those

with rare and life-threatening ill-
nesses.

“Our specialists stood on their own
feet,” she told Iran Daily, stressing
that Iranian researchers and man-
ufacturers had built “a self-reliant
pharmaceutical system” capable
of meeting nearly all domestic
demand. “Only a small fraction
of medicine for certain diseases
still comes from abroad, and our
knowledge-based firms are doing
everything possible to fill even
those gaps.”

Mohammad Beigi said the growth
of Iran’s home-grown biotech com-
panies had pushed the country into
“the top ten vaccine-producing na-
tions.”

She pointed to the success of local-
ly developed COVID-19 vaccines
as proof of that progress. “During
the pandemic, our scientists cre-
ated vaccines when others tried to
isolate us,” she said. “That moment
showed what Iranian talent can
achieve.”

Still, she acknowledged that the

pharmaceutical sector faces per-
sistent headwinds. Shortages of
raw materials and advanced lab-
oratory equipment remain “the
toughest challenge,” she said,
though Iranian engineers have be-
gun building their own specialized
machinery and production lines.
“Step by step, we are closing those
gaps too.”

Mohammad Beigi said Parliament
was pressing international organi-
zations to recognize medical sanc-
tions as a breach of humanitarian
law. “Many of our patients lost ac-
cess to vital drugs because of bank-
ing restrictions and blocked trade
channels,” she said. “The moral and
legal responsibility lies with the
sanctioning states.”

To reduce exposure to such pres-
sures, Tehran is expanding region-
al partnerships and currency-swap
frameworks.

Mohammad Beigi cited Iran’s en-
try into the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and BRICS as moves
that “dilute Western leverage.”

“We've started pharmaceutical
exchanges with friendly countries
that share mutual interests,” she
said, describing those deals as life-
lines for the health sector.
Parliament, she added, is drafting
a plan to shift medicine trade away
from the dollar. “Relying on one
currency means relying on those
who weaponize it,” she said. “Our
aim is to settle transactions in
national currencies so that
no patient’s treatment
depends on political
pressure.”

The lawmaker lashed
out at Washington’s
sanctions policy, arguing
that the United States “in-
flicts suffering on nations”
and will not escape the repercus-
sions at home. “There are grow-
ing protests and inequalities even
inside America,” she said, linking
them to what she called “the same
unfair policies” that have hurt ac-
cess to healthcare worldwide.

She also pointed to domestic eco-
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nomic strains caused
by the removal of Iran’s
preferential exchange rate and
limited access to foreign curren-
cy, which have made importing
inputs more costly. “Sanctions
turned every dollar into a bottle-
neck,” she said. “But our start-ups
and researchers refused to surren-
der. They are producing high-tech

medicines and giving new hope to
patients.”

Mohammad Beigi said that Iran’s
experience has proved that scien-
tific capacity can outlast isolation.
“Sanctions tried to paralyze us,” she
said, “but instead they pushed us to
build. Today, Iran stands among the
nations that make their own medi-
cine and their own vaccines.”

German Hans Zimmer to stage film-concert in Tehran

< Arts & Culture Desk >

A special film-concert program
devoted to the renowned Ger-
man-born composer Hans Zim-
mer will take place on November
24, at the royal auditorium of
the Spinas Palace in Tehran, fea-
turing live performance by the

“Daris” Symphony Orchestra and
a choral ensemble.

The production, organized by
Fidibo, will showcase some of
Zimmer’s most evocative and
memorable film scores, IRNA re-
ported.

Highlights will include music
from the Christopher Nolan-di-
rected ‘Inception’ and his Batman
trilogy; Ridley Scott’s ‘Gladia-
tor’; Ron Howard’s ‘The Da Vin-
ci Code’ and ‘Angels & Demons’;
Guy Ritchie’s ‘Sherlock Holmes’;
Gore Verbinski’s and Rob Mar-
shall’s ‘Pirates of the Carib-
bean 2 & 4’; Edward Zwick’s
‘The Last Samurai’; and Jo-
seph Kosinski’s forthcoming ‘F1’,
all accompanied by film plan and

sequence projections.

50 Iranologists from 21 countries

Zimmer’s accolades include
five Grammy Awards, one Brit-
ish Academy of Film and Tele-
vision Arts (BAFTA) prize and
two Academy (AKA “Oscars”)
Awards, and in 2007 the British
daily The Telegraph listed him
among the world’s living genius-
es.

The concert will mark Fidibo’s
latest venture; after earlier
film-concert runs devoted to
the ‘Harry Potter’ and ‘The Lord
of the Rings’ franchises, staged
over ten nights for twenty per-
formances this year, it now tran-
scends the conventional con-
cert-cinema format for Tehran
audiences.

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Fifty leading Iranologists from 21 coun-
tries are set to gather in Tehran for the In-
ternational Iranology Summit, organizers
announced, underlining the central role of
tourism in Iranological studies.

The three-day event, scheduled from No-
vember 15 to 17 at the University of Sci-
ence and Culture, will feature a dedicated
session exploring the intersection of tour-
ism and Iranology, organizers said, Mehr
News Agency reported.

“Tourism is always at the heart of Iranolo-
gy,” noted Saeed Hashemi, dean of the uni-
versity’s Faculty of Tourism, during a press
briefing on Sunday.

to convene in Tehran

The summit will assemble eight prominent
Iranologists from Iraq, Lebanon, Armenia,
Turkey, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Russia,
many specializing in cultural heritage and
literary tourism. They will join Iranian aca-
demics in discussions aimed at broadening
public awareness of Iranological research.
Hashemi highlighted the growing collabora-
tion between universities and the summit,
describing the integration of academic in-
stitutions as “a major step in scientificiz-
ing” the field and communicating Iran’s
cultural landscape to global audiences.
Each participating university will act as a
supporting arm for the summit, contrib-
uting expertise and facilitating scholarly
exchange.



