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Maranjab/Caravanserai battlesisand, time

C Iranica Desk )

Amid the silent and breathtak-
ing expanse of the Maranjab
Desert in Isfahan Province, the
Maranjab Caravanserai still
stands — a historic structure
that once provided refuge for
caravans and now attracts na-
ture enthusiasts and research-
ers alike. Yet this iconic site
faces serious challenges: wind
erosion and dust storms, ad-
vancing sand dunes, uncon-
trolled tourist pressure, limited
restoration budgets, and weak
management structures have
left the caravanserai’s future
uncertain.

The Maranjab Caravanserai is
a classic example of Iranian
roadside caravanserai archi-
tecture, strategically located
on the desert’s edge. It once
provided vital shelter and sup-
plies for traveling caravans. Its
traditional design — featuring

a central courtyard, chambers,
corridors, thick walls to mod-
erate temperature fluctuations,
and enclosed layouts to protect
against sandstorms — reflects
the unique needs of desert re-
gions, mehrnews.com reported.
In recent decades, cultural her-
itage experts and environmen-
tal activists have raised alarms
about the site’s preservation.
Wind erosion and encroaching
sand dunes are the primary
environmental threats; shift-
ing sands put pressure on the
foundation and obscure the
visual integrity of the struc-
ture, ultimately damaging the
building. In many desert car-
avanserais, accumulated sand
and dust block access routes
and increase localized moisture
around the foundations, which
can lead to cracks and eventual
collapse of walls.

Another significant threat
comes from unregulated tour-

ist activity. Insufficient guidance
and infrastructure for managing
visitor access have exacerbated
pressures on the site. Heavy ve-
hicles near the caravanserai, lit-
tering, unsupervised overnight
stays, lighting fires, and graffiti
on the walls have all contribut-
ed to cultural degradation.
Additionally, climate change
and rising local temperatures
must be considered. Altered
rainfall patterns and more fre-
quent extreme weather events
can accelerate erosion and fur-
ther threaten the structure.
Experts recommend develop-
ing a comprehensive resto-
ration and management plan.
This should include continuous
structural monitoring, regulated
tourist pathways, installation of
signage, local supervision, and
the definition of sustainable cul-
tural and economic uses. Involv-
ing the private sector and local
communities through employ-

ment-generating, responsible
tourism projects can generate
revenue while fostering pres-
ervation incentives. Securing
national funding and access to
restoration resources is also
essential to prevent further de-
terioration.

The Maranjab Caravanserai has
already undergone restoration
by the Fund for the Revitaliza-
tion and Utilization of Historical
and Cultural Sites and has been
transferred to private manage-
ment. UNESCO recognized the
Maranjab Caravanserai, along
with 53 other historic caravan-
serais across 24 provinces, un-
der the “Iranian Caravanserais”
listing, making it Iran’s 27th
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Preserving the Maranjab Car-
avanserai is not only about
safeguarding a single historic
building; it is about maintain-
ing a connection to centuries
of desert life, commerce, and

human ingenuity. Each stone,
chamber, and courtyard tells a
story of travelers braving harsh
conditions, of caravans carrying
goods across Iran’s vast deserts,
and of communities that relied
on these waystations for surviv-
al and cultural exchange. Losing
such a site would mean erasing
a tangible link to this rich his-
tory.

Experts argue that the cara-
vanserai could also serve as a
model for sustainable heritage
tourism in desert environments.
By integrating educational pro-
grams, guided tours, and cul-
tural workshops, visitors can
gain a deeper understanding
of the desert ecosystem, the
history of trade routes, and the
architectural genius of Iranian
caravanserais. This approach
not only enriches the visitor ex-
perience but also reinforces the
importance of preservation as a
shared responsibility.
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Local communities have a pivotal
role to play in the future of the
Maranjab Caravanserai. Their
participation in stewardship,
guided tourism, and cultural pro-
gramming ensures that econom-
ic benefits are reinvested locally,
creating incentives for protection
and maintenance. At the same
time, careful planning can miti-
gate the impact of visitors, bal-
ancing access with conservation.
Ultimately, the story of the Ma-
ranjab Caravanserai is one of
resilience and opportunity. It
stands as a silent sentinel in the
desert, reminding us that history,
nature, and human endeavor are
deeply intertwined. By embrac-
ing responsible tourism, strate-
gic restoration, and community
engagement, this extraordinary
site can continue to tell its sto-
ry for generations to come — a
timeless emblem of Iran’s desert
heritage standing firm against the
relentless sands of time.

Regional Museum of Southeast Iran rejuvenates ancient civilization
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The Regional Museum of South-
east Iran, one of the country’s
most significant cultural insti-
tutions, stands as a testament
to the rich history and heri-
tage of Sistan and Baluchestan
Province. Located in Zahedan,
the museum offers visitors an
extraordinary journey through
millennia of human civilization
on the Iranian Plateau — from
prehistoric settlements to the
Islamic era.

The museum’s vast collection,
the result of decades of archae-
ological research by Iranian
and international experts, in-
cludes artifacts unearthed from
renowned sites such as Shahr-e
Sukhteh (the Burnt City), Bam-
pur Mound, and Jiroft. Exhib-
its range from stone tools and
ancient pottery to metalwork,
jewelry, and manuscripts, each
piece narrating the story of a
civilization that was once at the
crossroads of trade and culture.
Beyond archaeology, the mu-
seum’s anthropology section
vividly portrays the customs,
attire, handicrafts, and music
of Sistan and Baluchestan’s di-
verse communities, offering an
authentic glimpse into the living
traditions of the region, merh-
news.com wrote.

According to Mojtaba Sa’ada-
tian, Deputy Head of the
province’s Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Orga-
nization for Cultural Heritage,
the museum'’s foundation was
laid in 1975 and it officially

opened in 2011. Covering more
than 19,000 square meters
across five floors, it is recog-
nized as Iran’s first regional mu-
seum designed to highlight the
history, civilization, and ecology
of the southeast.

Sa’adatian noted that the mu-
seum’s unique architectural de-
sign draws inspiration from the

province’s historic fortresses,
such as Suran Castle and Kha-
jeh Mountain. Visitors ascend a
gently sloped 500-meter ramp
that guides them through a se-
quence of galleries showcasing
the evolution of southeastern
Iran’s culture and history.

He added that the museum’s
active departments — in-

cluding research, restoration
workshops, and specialized
exhibitions — collectively work
to safeguard and present the
cultural treasures of the region.
Among the standout exhibits
are the world’s oldest artifi-
cial eye discovered at Shahr-e
Sukhteh, ancient surgical in-
struments, prehistoric textiles,
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and intricate beadwork reflect-
ing the region’s scientific and
artistic legacy.

The museum also houses a spe-
cialized library and research
center, providing valuable re-
sources for students and schol-
ars exploring Iran’s ancient civ-
ilizations.

Mohammad Ali Ebrahimi, Di-

rector of the Regional Museum
of Southeast Iran, highlighted
the province’s exceptional ar-
chaeological wealth, calling
it one of the most significant
ancient regions in the country.
Over 2,000 artifacts are on dis-
play, including seals, figurines,
pottery, and bone tools from
Shahr-e Sukhteh, some dating
back more than 5,000 years.
He noted that among the most
remarkable items are clay pipes
from Shahr-e Sukhteh’s early
sewage system — evidence of
sophisticated urban engineer-
ing — and artifacts from Jiroft
and Shahdad, dating back 8,000
to 9,000 years, reflecting the
artistry and innovation of early
Iranian civilizations.
Complementing these ancient
treasures are Qajar-era coffee-
house paintings, coins from the
Parthian to Saffarid dynasties,
and precious manuscripts such
as an illustrated Shahnameh
and a handwritten calendar
from the early Islamic centu-
ries. The museum also features
a statue of Rostam, the mythical
Persian hero, alongside busts of
prominent cultural figures from
Sistan and Baluchestan.
Ebrahimi emphasized that the
Regional Museum of Southeast
Iran is far more than a repos-
itory of the past. It serves as
a vibrant center for research,
education, and cultural dia-
logue — a living museum that
connects visitors to the deep
and enduring roots of Iranian
civilization.



