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Full-strength Iran aiming  
to dominate wrestling in Riyadh

Italian Gagliardi joins Iran’s coaching staff

Iran routs China 89-30 in opener 

Iran will be looking to take the 
wrestling events by storm at 
the Islamic Solidarity Games af-
ter naming full-strength squads 
for the freestyle and Greco-Ro-
man competitions in Riyadh.
The Games officially kick off 
with the opening ceremony on 
Friday night, but Iranian fans 
will have to wait until Novem-
ber 18 to see their world and 
Olympic champions in action 
at the multi-sport event.
Reigning Olympic champions 
Saeid Esmaeili (67kg) and Mo-
hammad-Hadi Saravi (97kg) 
will spearhead the Iranian Gre-
co-Roman squad, having also 
claimed the ultimate prize in 
their respective weight classes 
at September’s World Champi-
onships in Zagreb.
Gholamreza Farrokhi will be 
the wrestler to beat in the 87kg 
division, as the young Iranian 
will be eager to add ISG glory 
to the back-to-back gold med-
als he won in Zagreb and at the 
U23 Worlds in late October.
Ali Ahmadi Vafa – a world ju-

nior and under-23 gold medal-
ist last year – will vie for gold 
in the 60kg category, with the 
20-year-old looking to make up 
for a first-round setback in his 
senior breakthrough in Zagreb.
Former world U23 bronze 
medalist Amir Abdi will rep-
resent the country in the 77kg 
event, determined to seize this 
international opportunity after 
a prolonged period down the 
national team’s pecking order.
Fardin Hedayati, meanwhile, 
will be the superheavyweight 
wrestler to watch in Greco-Ro-
man, heading to Riyadh fresh 
off an emphatic 130kg gold at 
last month’s U23 World Cham-
pionships — the Iranian’s third 
age-group triumph in as many 
years.
In freestyle, all eyes will be on 
the 97kg event as wrestling 
fans may be treated to another 
chapter in the rivalry between 
Iran’s Amirali Azarpira and 
Bahrain’s Akhmed Tazhudinov.
A potential showdown in the 
Saudi capital would mark the 
third meeting between the two 
since last year’s Paris Olympics.

Russian-born Tazhudinov – 
the 2023 world champion 
– rallied from behind to edge 
Azarpira 4-3 in the first round 
before going all the way to 
grab the gold in Paris, while 
the Iranian bounced back to 
secure a consolation bronze. 
Two-time world U23 champion 
Azarpira, however, avenged his 
Paris setback in Zagreb, defeat-
ing Tazhudinov 5-2 in the semi-
finals, though he ultimately had 
to settle for world silver after a 
4-2 loss to American Kyle Sny-
der.
Joining Azarpira in the squad 
are Olympic silver med-
alists Rahman Amouzad 
(65kg) and Amirhossein Zare’ 
(125kg), both of whom cap-
tured world golds in Zagreb. 
Two-time world champion 
Kamran Qassempour will 
headline the 86kg event, while 
Younes Emami – winner of 
two world bronzes – and Ali 
Mo’meni – a bronze winner in 
last year’s U23 Worlds – will 
be among the favorites in the 
57kg and 74kg divisions, re-
spectively. 

Italian coach Antonio 
Gagliardi has joined the 
coaching staff of the Ira-
nian national team, the 
country’s Football Fed-
eration announced on 
Saturday.
Gagliardi, 42, served as a 
chief analyst at the Italian 
national team across dif-
ferent spells under sever-
al former head coaches, 
including Cesare Pran-
delli, Antonio Conte, and 
Roberto Mancini, and 
was part of the coaching 
staff when the latter led 
the Azzurri to glory at the 
Euro 2020.
The Italian also worked as 
a technical coach with An-
drea Pirlo during his reign 
at Juventus in the 2021/22 
season – the same role he 
held when Mancini was 
in charge of Suadi Arabia 
during below-par cam-
paigns at the 2023 AFC 
Asian Cup and the 2026 
World Cup qualifiers.

Gagliardi’s most recent 
role was as assistant 
manager to Romanian 
Cristian Chivu at Parma 
in Serie A last season.
The Italian will join Iran 
head coach Amir Qalen-
oei ahead of the upcom-
ing international break, 
when Team Melli will 
take part in a four-team 
friendly tournament 
in Al Ain, UAE — also 
featuring Uzbekistan, 
Egypt, and Cape Verde.
Iran will face Cape Verde 
on Thursday, with the 
winner taking on Egypt 
or Uzbekistan the follow-
ing Tuesday.
The tournament will be 
part of Iran’s preparation 
for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup – starting June 11 in 
the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada.
Iran secured a seventh 
appearance at the finals 
– fourth in a row – thanks 
to a top-spot finish in 
Group A of the Asian 
qualifiers last June. 

Cape Verde, meanwhile, 
capped off a fairytale 
run in the African qual-
ifiers by defeating Es-
watini 3-0 in October to 

clinch its maiden World 
Cup berth, becoming 
the second smallest 
country in the tourna-
ment’s history.

Persepolis head coach Osmar 
Loss Viera said his team still 
has room for improvement 
after the Brazilian made a fit-
ting start to his second stint in 
charge of the Persian Gulf Pro 

League heavyweight.
A comfortable 3-0 home vic-
tory over Esteghlal Khuzestan 
marked the Tehran Reds’ third 
win in 10 outings this Iranian 
top-flight season, lifting the 
club to third place in the table 
on 15 points – two behind sur-

prise leader Chadormalou.
Soroush Rafeie’s volley from 
Thievy Bifouma’s cross went in 
off visiting goalkeeper Moham-
mad-Javad Kia’s hands to put 
the home side ahead 16 minutes 
into the game at Shahr-e Qods 
Stadium.

The Reds dominated the game but 
had to wait until the 78th minute 
to double their lead, as Hossein 
Kan’ani converted from the spot 
after Rafiei was brought down in 
the box by Abolfazl Kouhi.
Summer signing Amin Kazemi-
an came off the bench to open 

his account for Persepolis in the 
second minute of added time, 
slotting the ball past Kia in a 
one-on-one situation.
“We put in a solid performance 
and got a decent result,” said 
Osmar, who took over from Va-
hid Hashemian on the bench 
last week, having led the Reds 
to their seventh league title 
in eight seasons after taking 
the job midway through the 
2023/2024 campaign.

“I think we controlled the game 
for the most part, though we 
were not aggressive enough in 
the first half and a bit hesitant 
in the opposition’s box.
“We came out with a more at-
tacking approach in the second 
half and didn’t give them many 
chances, which in the end paid 
off with a great result,” added 
the 50-year-old after the Cap-
ital Reds recorded their most 
emphatic win of the cam-
paign.
Responding to his players’ 
lack of precision in front 
of goal, Osmar said: “That 
question reminds me of my 
previous spell here, and I 
give you the same answer I 
did back then. Having pos-
session is meaningless if 
your team doesn’t score. The 
important thing right now is 

that my team is fighting, and we 
are consistently creating chanc-
es and getting into the opposi-
tion’s box.”
“All players improve together at 
Persepolis and at every stage, 
our team has the potential to get 
better. We made some mistakes 

today, but I have faith that the 
problems will be fixed,” Osmar 
added.
When asked about the revitalized 
performance of some players 
compared to their time under the 
previous manager, Osmar said: 
“The process of building trust 
between a player and a coach 
happens through our daily work 
on the training ground. I’m not 
going to comment on the previ-
ous nine games or how the team 
was performing then. Just like in 
my last spell here, I know what 
Persepolis is capable of. I am only 
looking forward to the future.
“Unleashing the players’ full 
potential, which is fueled by 
the trust between them and the 
coach, strengthens the entire 
team’s structure. In my opin-
ion, this trust is built day by 
day, brick by brick, as we work 
together.
“Even though we were miss-
ing one or two players today, 
the entire squad worked hard 
and performed well. Soroush 
had an excellent game; Hossein 
Kan’ani and [Hossein] Abarqouei 
were solid in the center of de-
fense. Even [Mohammad] Omri had 
a good game despite playing out 
of position, while [Ali] Alipour 
delivered a strong technical and 
tactical performance.”
“When a team is fundamentally 
good and the entire unit plays 
well, it restores the players’ con-
fidence back to the individual.”
Persepolis will be back in action 
after the upcoming international 
break, visiting Tabriz to face Trac-
tor in a highly-anticipated Hazfi 
Cup fixture on November 21.

Islamic Solidarity Games:

Asia Oceania Wheelchair Basketball Championships:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Antonio Gagliardi poses with the European Championship 
trophy after serving as a chief analyst at the Italian national 
team during their title-winning campaign in Euro 2020.
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Persepolis head coach Osmar 
Loss Viera reacts on the touchline 
during his team’s 3-0 victory 
over Esteghlal Khuzestan in the 
Persian Gulf Pro League at Shahr-e 
Qods Stadium, Tehran, Iran, on 
November 7, 2025.
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Iranian men’s wheelchair bas-
ketball team got off to a flying 
start at the IWBF Asia Oceania 
Championships, demolishing 
China 89-30 Bangkok, Thailand, 
on Saturday.
Mahdi Abbasi contributed with 
a game-high 24 points, plus five 
rebounds, for Iran during 20:43 
minutes on the court.
Iranian captain Morteza Abedi 
and Amirreza Ahmadi chipped 
in 15 and 14 points, respec-

tively,  while Tang Mengfan 
and Nian Qiacheng topped the 
scoring chart for China with 12 
points apiece.
The two sides are joined by Ja-
pan, South Korea, Thailand, and 
defending champion Australia – 
which defeated Iran in last year’s 
final – in the men’s Division A 
event, which will be held in a 
round-robin format.
All six teams will be joined by 
the two highest-ranked Division 
B teams in the quarterfinal.
Afghanistan, Chinese Taipei, In-

dia, Iraq, Kuwait, New Zealand, 
the Philippines, and Saudi Ara-
bia complete the lineup in the 
second-tier division.
Chasing a first men’s title in 20 
years, Iran will face Japan to-
day, before playing on Australia, 
South Korea, and Thailand, re-
spectively, until Wednesday.
The tournament serves as a qual-
ifier for the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 
Asian Para Games, with both 
finalists also securing spots at 
next year’s World Championship 
in Ottawa, Canada.

Reigning world champion Rahman Amouzad (blue) is pictured in a training session in Tehran, Iran, on October 30, 2025. 
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