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Artisans preserve centuries of culture
in Masnad weavings of Ardabil Province

C Iranica Desk )

Iran’s diverse climates have shaped
not only its landscapes but also the
lifestyles of its people, influencing
their beliefs, religions, traditions,
and crafts. This cultural and environ-
mental diversity has given rise to an
extraordinary variety of handicrafts
and handwoven products across the
country. Among these unique crafts is
the Masnad, a distinctive type of us-
able kilim, traditionally woven in the
regions of Namin and Anbaran in Ar-
dabil Province.

Typically measuring 110 by 170 cen-
timeters, the Masnad, like other types
of kilim, is woven on a loom. These
textiles can be either one-sided or
double-sided, with the double-sided
versions naturally being more valu-
able. Many Masnad pieces are used as
prayer rugs, often depicting altars in
their designs. However, other types of
Masnad are crafted for more general
use, featuring a variety of patterns and
motifs intended for laying on the floor
for guests. The name “Masnad” itself
means “a place where a person sits or
leans on”, a term celebrated even in the
works of great Persian poets such as
Rumi.

The decorative patterns of Masnad are
predominantly geometric, with cursive
motifs appearing only rarely. Symmetry
is central to the design, created through
precise vertical lines. One of the most
striking features of the Masnad is the
high contrast between the background
color and the pattern, which enhances
its visual appeal. Researchers note that
the patterns and motifs of Masnad are

inspired by Shirakipich, another type
of kilim from Kerman Province, though
Masnad does not feature the iconic
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central paisley motif.
Among the most popular motifs is the
Matn flower, locally known as Kesh-

miri, which often fills the background
entirely. Other commonly used floral
patterns include Khara, Shah Abbassi,
Garmayi, and Joft. The Masnad is also
framed with two distinctive border
styles: Charkhi (circular) and Vakili. In
addition, motifs of bushes, vases, flow-
ers, and hunting grounds frequently
embellish these traditional weavings.

Masnad is woven using raw or white
cotton and monochrome wool yarns for
the wefts, combining natural materials
with meticulous craftsmanship. Each
Masnad not only serves a practical
purpose but also represents a cultur-
al artifact, reflecting the rich heritage
and artistic sensibilities of the Ardabil
Province.

Gilan hosts IRNA chief on journey
through rich tapestry of history, civic life

C Iranica Desk )

Gilan Province, a land steeped in his-
tory, culture, and the lives of distin-
guished contemporaries, welcomed
Hossein Jaberi Ansari, Managing Di-
rector of the Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA), on November 4, 2025.
Jaberi Ansari entered a province whose
collective memory is rich with figures
whose names shine across the galaxy of
Iran’s enduring legacy. In the provincial
capital city of Rasht, every street bears
the footprints of countless notable his-
tory-makers.

During his 29th provincial visit, Jaberi
Ansari paid homage to Mirza Kuchak
Khan Jangali, the province’s martyrs
and prominent personalities. He met
with IRNA staff and veterans in Gilan
Province, the governor and mayor of
Rasht, the head of the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Commander of the North-
ern Fleet, and the director general of
Gilan Province’s Department of Envi-
ronment. His brief itinerary included
visits to the Anzali Palace Museum,
the Anzali International Wetland, and
Fashtakeh village, designated as the
National Mat-Weaving Village.

In a meeting with the mayor and head
of the Rasht City Council, Jaberi Ansari
emphasized IRNA’s national stature,
stating, “IRNA, now 91 years old, must,
based on its national responsibility,
serve as a two-way bridge of informa-
tion between municipal management
and citizens. The municipality and the
city council shoulder a significant part
of the responsibilities that would oth-
erwise fall on the government.”

He added that through its credibility
and broad coverage, IRNA could com-
municate the actions, programs, and

challenges of urban management to cit-
izens in a simple, understandable lan-
guage. Jaberi Ansari further stressed
that such two-way communication not
only informs citizens about the munic-
ipality’s work but also ensures that the
voice and needs of the people reach
urban officials.

Jaberi Ansari also conducted a joint
visit with Director General of Gilan’s
Department of Environment, Farhad
Hosseini Tayefeh to the Anzali Interna-
tional Wetland. While observing and
reviewing the wetland’s challenges,
he highlighted IRNA’s official duty to
amplify environmental concerns to the
authorities.

Covering approximately 20,000 hect-
ares, the Anzali Wetland is among the
largest in Iran and the world. Its unique
vegetation, wildlife, and morphological
connection to the Caspian Sea, along
with its intricate river system, render
it ecologically invaluable.

Today, however, its vital lifelines —
once among the most beautiful and
extensive natural habitats for wild-
life — are threatened by domestic
and industrial wastewater, invasive
plants such as water hyacinth and
azolla, sediment accumulation, failure
to implement integrated watershed
management plans, lack of water
rights delivery, and declining Caspi-
an Sea levels. Environmental experts
warn that the ongoing decline of the
Caspian Sea’s water level will acceler-
ate the drying of the Anzali Wetland,
which may vanish entirely within 35
years.

Hosseini Tayefeh noted during the visit
that the decreasing water levels across
the wetland represent a looming disas-
ter for this precious ecosystem.
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Jaberi Ansari at the Anzali Palace Museum
IRNA

Jaberi Ansari also toured the Anzali
Palace Museum, a military museum
which is one of the most valuable her-
itage collections in Gilan Province.
With a nearly century-long history, it
reflects Qajar-era architectural influ-
ences.

Nestled in a charming garden adorned
with orange and magnolia trees
stretching toward the Caspian Sea, the
palace boasts notable artistic features,
including a three-story internal stair-
case connecting the levels, ingeniously
designed so that standing on the upper
landing allows a view of the lower floor
without visible supports. The palace
was built between 1929 and 1935 by
skilled Iranian architects during the
first Pahlavi era.

IRNA chief also paid tribute to Mar-
tyr Captain Yadollah Bayandor, son of
Ali Akbar Bayandor, who commanded
the Caspian naval forces during World

War II. Yadollah Bayandor, who played
a key role in defending northern Iran
against Soviet forces, was martyred in
September 1941 at Anzali. His grave is
located within the Anzali Palace Muse-
um complex.

During his visit, Jaberi Ansari paid trib-
ute to Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali, one
of the few heroes of the Constitutional
Revolution and the Jungle Movement,
who courageously fought tyranny and
foreign domination in pursuit of Iran’s
freedom and independence.

Mirza Kuchak Khan, born in 1860 in
Rasht to a devout family, led one of the
most popular local movements in Iran
after the Constitutional Revolution, ad-
vocating for national sovereignty and
independence.

Although the movement did not
achieve its political objectives, its par-
ticipants became the source of signifi-
cant cultural currents in Gilan.

Mirza’s struggle ended when, after
years of resistance against the oppres-
sive monarchy, he and a small group
of followers attempted to regroup in
Khalkhal but were captured in the
snowy mountains of Talesh, where
he was martyred. His tomb is located
in Soleiman Darab neighborhood of
Rasht.

Jaberi Ansari also visited the mau-
soleum of Amir Hooshang Ebtehaj,
the renowned contemporary poet, in
Mohtasham Garden. Additional stops
included the Kolah Farangi Mansion,
Rashti Doozi Museum, the historic
urban fabric of Rasht, and Fashtakeh
village.

Fashtakeh village, located in Khomam,
is famous for its traditional mat weav-
ing and was designated a National
Mat-Weaving Village in 2017 by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts. The village hosts the
House of Iranian Mat Museum, enjoys
a favorable climate, lush scenery, and
adequate facilities. The primary occu-
pation of its residents is agriculture.
The name “Fashtakeh” derives from
“Fasht” meaning “high” and “ke” mean-
ing “village.”

Mats from this village, which lies along
the main Rasht-Anzali road, are ex-
ported to France, Germany, and the
UAE, and the village.

IRNA chief also visited the tomb of
Shivan Foomani, the folkloric poet of
Gilan Province. Mir Ahmad Seyyed
Fakhri Nejad, known as Shivan Fooma-
ni is celebrated as a successful bilin-
gual poet whose works reflect the
freedom-loving spirit of Mirza Kuchak
Khan, the hardships of rice farmers, the
challenges of rural life, and the experi-
ences of ordinary citizens.



