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Tourism development in the 
Lut Desert, registered on UN-
ESCO’s List, will be achieved 
only when integrated tourism 
routes are established across 
the provinces of South Kho-
rasan, Kerman, and Sistan and 
Baluchestan, enabling visitors 
to experience the diverse at-
tractions of eastern Iran in a 
single trip, said Mostafa Na-
khai, Parliament representa-
tive for Nehbandan and Sar-
bisheh.
Speaking at the Fourth Interna-
tional Conference on Lut Desert 
hosted in Nehbandan, South 
Khorasan Province, on Thurs-
day, he stated, “If we want the 
Lut Desert to be properly intro-
duced and developed, we must 
adopt creative planning and 
take initiative. Holding confer-
ences alone is not enough; a 
clear route must be designed 
for tourists that passes through 
key attractions in all three prov-
inces.”
He added that tourists should 
not enter the region solely to 
visit the Kaluts (natural sand and 
clay formations shaped by wind) of Ker-
man, but should also be able 
to explore the world’s tallest 
sand dunes in Rig-e Yalan, the 
hottest point on Earth, the Mar-
tian mountains of Nehbandan, 

Khajeh Mountain in Zabol, and 
the ancient Burnt City (Shahr-e 
Sukhteh) in Sistan and Baluches-
tan Province, chtn.ir wrote.
Nakhai emphasized the need to 
establish “airport-to-airport” 
routes between the cities of 
Kerman, Nehbandan, Zabol, 
and Birjand in order to form co-
hesive tourism circuits. He also 

called for greater use of media 
outlets and tourism influencers 
to promote the Lut Desert and 
the attractions of eastern Iran.
He expressed hope that these 
recommendations would be put 
into action and that coopera-
tion among the three provinces 
would lead to increased tourism 
and investment. He noted that 
Parliament is prepared to sup-
port executive plans related to 
the Lut Desert.
Nakhai added that by future 
editions of the conference, 
many infrastructural shortcom-
ings should be resolved and 
the region should see greater 
investment, rising numbers of 

domestic and foreign visitors, 
and improved presentation of 
eastern Iran’s cultural and nat-
ural heritage.
Despite the unique historical, 
cultural, and natural capacities 
of Nehbandan and the global 
Lut Desert, he said, inadequate 
infrastructure and failure to 
implement approved measures 
have hindered effective utiliza-
tion of these opportunities.
He continued that Nehbandan, 
with a history spanning sever-
al millennia, has long played a 
key cultural, economic, and civ-
ilizational role among the three 
provinces, yet many of its valu-
able historical sites are now at 

risk of neglect and destruction.
Referring to historic Shahdezh 
Castle of Nehbandan, more than 
2,000 years old and one of the 
few well-preserved remnants of 
the Parthian era, Nakhai called 
for urgent restoration efforts. 
He noted that not only has no 
significant conservation work 
been carried out in recent years, 
but some unregulated construc-
tion has even caused damage.
He also criticized the slow 
progress on the Nehbandan–
Shahdad road, one of the main 
tourism routes into the Lut 
Desert, stating that only five ki-
lometers of the route have been 
improved despite several years 

of work and repeated Parlia-
mentary follow-ups.
Emphasizing that tourism can-
not develop without adequate 
infrastructure, Nakhai said the 
numerous conferences on the 
Lut Desert will only be effective 
if they lead to investment and 
real projects; otherwise, they 
will remain mere repetition of 
slogans.
He noted that with its ethnic 
and religious diversity, remark-
able unity, authentic handi-
crafts, and unique desert land-
scapes, Nehbandan deserves 
greater attention and has the 
potential to become a major 
tourism hub in eastern Iran.

Imagine the gentle breeze of the 
Persian Gulf brushing against 
your face, the soft rhythm of the 
waves syncing with your heart-
beat, and the scent of damp earth 
mingling with the aroma of coast-
al plants filling your senses.
This is Laft — a historic village 
in Hormozgan Province, where 
every step through its narrow 
alleys tells the story of thousands 
of years of coastal life and human 
perseverance. The tall windcatch-
ers and sun-dried clay houses 
not only reflect the artistry and 
traditional architecture of south-
ern Iran but also stand as a tes-
tament to the ingenuity of people 
who built homes that speak with 
the wind in the heart of a hot and 
humid climate, IRNA wrote.
In Laft, every well and every 
stone carries a memory of the 
past — from the rain-harvesting 
wells that preserved precious wa-
ter to the ancient fortresses once 
inhabited by Portuguese watch-
men. Walking through this vil-
lage is an experience that unites 
history and nature, where man-
grove forests and coastal trees 
blend seamlessly with tradition-
al architecture to create a scene 
both beautiful and unforgettable.
Laft is more than a geographical 
location, it is a living harmony of 
humanity and nature, past and 
present, culture and art. Every 
traveler who visits this village 
not only delights in its natural 
and historical charm but also 
connects with the soul and spir-
it of its people whose lives have 
long been intertwined with the 
sea and the land.
Laft village, with its diverse at-
tractions, offers visitors a rare 
opportunity to explore the inter-
twined stories of history, culture, 
and nature in southern Iran. One 

of its most iconic features is the 
traditional windcatchers, which 
rise gracefully toward the sky, 
showcasing the artistic and engi-
neering mastery of the people of 
southern Iran. These windcatch-
ers not only provide natural ven-
tilation for the homes, but also 
create a striking visual landscape 
— a photographer’s paradise that 
reveals the rhythm of daily life in 
the region.
At the heart of the village lie the 
Tala Wells, a collection of 366 
ingeniously designed rainwater 
reservoirs. This ancient hydrau-
lic system stands as an enduring 
example of early environmen-
tal engineering, demonstrating 
how people of the past skillfully 
adapted to water scarcity. Visit-
ing these wells allows travelers 
to glimpse the resourcefulness 
and everyday life of those who 
once inhabited this remarkable 
coastal settlement.

Ancient castles and 
cemetery
Among Laft’s most prominent 
historical landmarks is the Por-
tuguese Castle, a sturdy stone 
fortress that once housed bar-
racks, an armory, and a church — 
silent witnesses to the era when 
the Portuguese controlled parts 
of the Persian Gulf. The fortress 

symbolizes the region’s strategic 
importance in maritime trade 
and defense centuries ago.
Nearby stands the Naderi Castle, 
built during the Afsharid period. 
Its architecture closely resembles 
that of the Portuguese forts, and 
it has been officially registered as 
a national heritage site of Iran. A 
visit to this site recalls the signifi-
cant historical and political chap-
ters of southern Iran’s past.
Close to these ancient structures 
lies the old cemetery of Laft, 
dating back to the 7th century 
CE. Located near the Shrine of 
Seyyed Shams al-Din, it invites 
visitors to walk among weath-
ered gravestones that whisper 
stories of faith, tradition, and 
continuity. This quiet site offers 

a profound sense of connection 
with the lives and legacies of 
those who shaped the region’s 
history.

Hara forests
Beyond its deep-rooted history, 
Laft’s natural landscape is equally 
captivating. The Hara mangrove 
forests, stretching along the near-
by tidal creeks, form a pristine 
and rare ecosystem that shelters 
a variety of bird and aquatic spe-
cies. A boat ride among the man-
grove trees immerses visitors in a 
serene world where the silence of 
nature meets the gentle lapping 
of the tide — an experience that 
embodies peace and wonder.
The sandy and rocky shores sur-
rounding Laft offer ample oppor-

tunities for fishing, swimming, 
and boating, providing a delight-
ful escape into the maritime life 
of the Persian Gulf.

Traditional bazaar 
Equally vibrant is the traditional 
bazaar of Laft, where the scent 
of fresh fish, the sweetness of 
dates, and the artistry of local 
handicrafts fill the air. Visitors 
can browse through handwoven 
mats, pottery, and seashell sou-
venirs while engaging with local 
vendors whose warmth and hos-
pitality define the character of 
southern Iran.
For those seeking adventure, the 
natural caves and rock forma-
tions near the village provide ide-
al settings for hiking, photogra-
phy, and exploration — a perfect 
way to experience Laft’s untamed 
beauty up close.

Neighboring villages 
Visiting the neighboring villages 
around Laft also reveals the tra-
ditional seafaring lifestyle of the 
region’s inhabitants. These excur-
sions allow travelers to witness 
centuries-old fishing techniques, 
wooden boat craftsmanship, and 
the enduring bond between the 
people and the sea — a bond that 
continues to shape their culture 
and livelihood.

Port
In earlier centuries, Laft Port (Ban-
dar-e Laft)  was one of the most im-
portant harbors on Qeshm Island, 
playing a vital role in regional 
trade and economy. Its strategic 
location made it a key stop for 
merchant ships and trading ves-
sels navigating between the Per-
sian Gulf and the coasts of India.
Though its commercial role has 
evolved over time, Laft Port re-
mains a thriving center for fishing 
and recreational boating. Visitors 
to the harbor can still observe the 
rhythms of maritime life — fish-
ermen repairing their nets, boats 
gliding through the calm waters, 
and the horizon shimmering in 
the southern sun.
Today, Laft village and its historic 
port stand as a vivid example of 
the seamless interaction between 
history, culture, and nature on 
Qeshm Island. With its wind-
catchers, ancient fortresses, Tala 
wells, Hara forests, and bustling 
maritime life, Laft embodies the 
enduring spirit of southern Iran. 
The local markets and handi-
crafts offer a tangible connection 
to the daily life of its people, al-
lowing visitors to experience a 
living culture that bridges gener-
ations.
A journey to Laft is more than 
sightseeing — it is an immer-
sion into the authentic rhythm of 
coastal life. Preserving this cul-
tural and natural heritage, while 
promoting sustainable tourism, 
can ensure a bright and resilient 
future for Laft and its people, 
keeping this historic village alive 
for generations to come.
Ultimately, a visit to Laft is an 
unforgettable experience — a 
journey through time and tide, 
where history breathes in ev-
ery breeze, and every traveler 
departs with a lasting sense of 
serenity and awe.
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