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What appears significant amid the 
programmatic endeavors of Dr. 
Abbas Shiri is his effort to create a 
new academic discipline under the 
title “International Criminal Law.” 

The recent imposed 12-day war 
constitutes the nearest and most 
palpable circumstance elucidating 
this exigency. He likewise affirms 
this crucial matter and adds, “In 
this very 12-day war, we became 
cognizant of the importance of the 
existence of this academic disci-
pline; the Leader likewise indicat-
ed that negligence has occurred 
in the legal domain, and this itself 
enabled us, with greater audacity 
and fortitude, to articulate that in 

the realm of international criminal 
law, we have exhibited consider-
able negligence, and we have not 
properly defended the rights of 
our country and our people (from 
the criminal-law perspective) in interna-
tional forums, and we have not 
been able to utilize the capacities 
that exist in international insti-
tutions such as the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) or the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) at The 
Hague, and so forth.”

According to the statements of Dr. Shi-
ri, the possibility of benefiting from this 
novel environment is not restricted sole-
ly to students of the University of Teh-
ran; practitioners in the criminological 
domain outside the University of Teh-
ran may likewise utilize the resources 
of this hall and library. Yet considering 
that criminological sciences constitute a 
branch of the humanities, social sciences, 
and psychology — and that as we pro-
ceed further, the configuration of crimes 
in the country transforms due to cyber 
offenses — one must observe wheth-
er this primary academic resource will 
provide substantive material for the 
extensive spectrum of contemporary so-
cial harms that generally elude temporal 
constraints.
Dr. Shiri identifies the reason for dividing 
the criminological library into two seg-
ments, physical and digital, in these very 
modern offenses and asserts: “The reali-
ty is that paper remains behind the pace 
of transformations. In any case, trans-
formations occur and research is con-
ducted, but before it can be transferred 
onto paper, many years may elapse. The 
digital information hall, which is con-
nected through computers to reputable 
libraries of the world, fulfills precisely 
this necessity. Students and researchers 
thus possess access to the most current 
global information, meaning that if an 
event transpires today, on this very day 
— through the virtual domain — they 
will obtain access to its manifold dimen-
sions.”
He provides an elucidation for greater 
clarity and offers a tangible and delineat-
ed instance by referring to the homicide 
of the late Amirhossein Khaleqi, and to 
occurrences that arise in everyday life 
and in a continuous manner, constitut-
ing in some sense the contemporary sub-
jects of criminological sciences — simi-
lar to matters raised in cases concerning 
figures such as Kolsoum Akbari, Tataloo, 
Elaheh Hosseinnezhad, Pejman Jamshidi, 
or even offenses pertaining to artificial 
intelligence. Irrespective of any adjudica-
tive perspective on these cases, these 
cases are posited as matters that engage 
students, researchers, and the public. If 
they desire to compose a thesis or arti-
cle concerning these hot-topic subjects, 
before the written information reaches 
the library, more than a year may pass, 
whereas through this digital informa-
tion environment, one may attain novel 
and scientific analyses — or even peruse 
analyses produced by professors — and 
consequently, in the near future, con-
ceive substantive theses centered upon 
these very subjects.
On this basis, I ask Dr. Shiri to also touch 
upon whether one can reasonably expect 
that this nascent library might, one day, 
serve as an authoritative reference for 
the judicial bodies of the nation and a 
key to unraveling contemporary crimes. 
His response, imbued with palpable en-
thusiasm, is even more compelling: “We 
have prepared a series of memoranda of 
understanding, some of which have been 
signed with the Judiciary, the Ministry of 
Interior, the Presidency, and the Police as 
one of the parties, while several others 
are on the verge of ratification.”

In the brief interval since 
the library’s inauguration, 
the positive reception has 
been so overwhelming that 
the deans of Shiraz and Yazd 
universities have expressed 
their willingness to emu-
late this scholarly resource. 
During Dr. Shiri’s recent vis-
its to these institutions, ar-
rangements have been made 
to dedicate spaces specifically 
for specialized halls of crimi-
nology, with the provision of 
books entrusted to Dr. Shiri. 
He, who harbors aspirations 
to establish similar special-
ized halls in several of the 
country’s premier universi-
ties, has revealed that nearly 
6,000 volumes exceeding the 
faculty’s immediate require-
ments are at his disposal; 
these books are intended for 
universities establishing spe-
cialized criminology libraries. 
Since they are donations and 
do not constitute university 
property, there exists no im-
pediment to this allocation.
The Criminology Library of 
the University of Tehran is not 
merely a collection of books; 
it is a reflection of a history to 
be celebrated and a future to 
be meticulously constructed. 
It represents an endeavor to 
bridge the illustrious legacy 
of legal order in Iran with 
the complex exigencies of 
the contemporary era. Here 
is a locus where history is 
perused to script the future. 
Within this assemblage lie 
volumes of unparalleled his-
torical and intellectual value.
One of the most striking as-
pects of this hall is the lin-
guistic and chronological di-
versity of its holdings. These 
texts range from the earliest 
codifications of Iran’s crim-
inal laws, dating to 1929, to 
works documenting the Ira-
nian government’s accession 
to the Geneva Protocol in the 
same year. Substantial tomes 
in French testify to the pres-
ence of professors proficient 
in that language at the uni-
versity, evincing that Iranian 

legal scholarship breathed 
through the Francophone in-
tellectual milieu for decades. 
Complementing these are 
collections of Islamic juris-
prudence in Arabic, bearing 
witness to the longstanding 
symbiosis between Iranian 
law and Sharia. In response 
to my inquiry regarding this 
remarkable linguistic di-
versity and the profusion of 
French volumes, Dr. Abbas 
Shiri elucidates, “In the past, 
the majority of the faculty in 
law and criminology, such as 
the late Dr. Katouzian, the late 
Dr. Mohammad Jafar Jafari 
Langaroudi, the late Seyed 
Hassan Emami, and many 
others, were either gradu-
ates of French institutions 
or proficient in French. Fur-
thermore, a portion of these 
French texts was donated by 
Dr. Najafi, who was likewise 
proficient in the language.”
A number of the thousands of 
volumes housed within this 
library are unique, meaning 
they will never be reprinted; 

many are donations from em-
inent scholars and constitute 
a segment of Iran’s academic 
identity. Dr. Shiri observes: 
“These books, published over 
80 years ago, I collected to 
demonstrate that Iran has 
possessed a legislative system 
for over a century, whereas 
many other nations’ histories 
of sovereignty extend only 40, 
50, or 60 years, or in the case 
of the United States, at most 
250 years. Yet we, 115 years 
ago, had a constitutional sys-
tem; a parliament existed, 
bicameral governance was 
operational, and laws over a 
century old were codified.”
Naturally, many of these 
works remain current and 
indispensable for contem-
porary research. Thousands 
more will soon be added to 
these shelves, ensuring that 
the library’s holdings will 
reach no fewer than 10,000 
volumes. The older theses 
housed here, however, con-
stitute a remarkable uni-
verse unto themselves. As 

Dr. Shiri leafs through each, 
he appears a time traveler; 
for a fleeting moment, his 
imagination soars back to the 
1340s and 1350s. Each thesis 
invites detailed commentary, 
and he responds with metic-
ulous patience to every in-
quiry. These theses, some 60 
to 80 years old, form a vital 
component of the library’s 
treasures. Dr. Shiri describes 
them as a “journey through 
time”: “While these theses 
may no longer be scientifical-
ly current, they are historical. 
They reveal the preoccupa-
tions of our professors half 
a century ago. The narrative 
is such that many scholars, 
upon discovering this library 
and its resources, approached 
me, offering access to theses 
in criminology defended 
over the decades by their 
predecessors. They inquired 
whether these would be of 
use to me, and I, believing a 
portion of our history is em-
bedded within these pages, 
welcomed these proposals. 

Naturally, the content may 
have aged — such as re-
search on theft conducted 
50 years ago, which may no 
longer be citable — but it re-
mains part of our history. The 
day foreign scholars visit this 
university, they will witness 
the field research undertaken 
by Iran’s eminent professors 
over more than half a century 
of academic activity within a 
lawful nation.”
I inquire about the unveiling 
of the Cyrus Cylinder at UN-
ESCO and the connection he 
perceives between his most 
recent initiative and Iran’s 
civilizational heritage. With 
pride, he invokes Iran’s leg-
islative history, emphasizing: 
“By reference to the advanced 
laws of the Sassanian era and 
the edicts of Sassanian and 
Achaemenid kings — such as 
prohibitions on polluting wa-
ter, felling trees, or harming 
animals — I assert that Iran’s 
historical depth far exceeds 
the oft-repeated 2,500-year 
narrative. Everything that 
modern humanity esteems, 
we practiced thousands of 
years ago. Hence, it is erro-
neous to claim that Iran pos-
sesses a 2,500-year heritage; 
in reality, our legacy spans 
seven millennia. We take 
pride in the laws and decrees 
that, when Cyrus entered 
the lands he conquered, he 
acknowledged and decreed 
that every individual in those 
territories is free to adhere to 
their religion, language, and 
vocation. I regard this land 
as more illustrious than com-
monly perceived; we possess 
unique characteristics: we 
have never practiced idolatry. 
We are the only people who 
have always been monothe-
istic and God-fearing. Our so-
ciety has upheld monogamy. 
We have never had slavery in 
Iran, whereas a country like 
the United States abolished 
slavery only in 1955 and com-
memorates individuals such 
as the martyred Abraham 
Lincoln for that act.”

In the neglected corners of the faculty 
courtyard, precious books and theses 
were heaped, destined for the trash. The 
value of these works could only be dis-
cerned by one enamored with their na-
tion’s history, capable of salvaging them 
from academic refuse and presenting 
them within the glass display cases of the 
first Law Museum of the faculty.
Abbas Shiri’s profound attachment to Iran 
and its past has rendered him a skilled 
connoisseur of value, reviving the signif-
icance and quality of materials that many 
consider historical waste. He has restored 
rare and invaluable theses, defended de-
cades ago within this very faculty at the 
doctoral level, believing that, had these 
works existed elsewhere, they would have 
commanded millions of dollars. With his 
characteristic tone, he regrets that items 
such as a cigarette stub once smoked by 
Queen Elizabeth or her last slipper are 
preserved for display, while a scholarly 
work over 60 years old was nearly lost 
to university waste. Fortunately, Dr. Shiri 

intervened in time and has so far orga-
nized nearly 30 percent of these works, 
dedicating polished glass tables to their 
exhibition. His intention is to restore ev-
ery remaining volume in a similar fash-
ion, granting enthusiasts of this valuable 
historical heritage the honor of viewing 
them.
I ask him whence this spirit and motiva-
tion arise. With calm pride, he replies: 
“Perhaps contemporary society may not 
appreciate it, but I am a traditionalist, and 
the history of Iran and the history of law 
are paramount to me.”
As he speaks proudly of Iran’s ancient 
history, he stands beside the first glass 
table of the Law Museum, presenting the 
voluminous thesis of Jahangir Amuzegar, 
penned in 1940.
This museum was established with the 
financial support of Dr. Abbas Mosallane-
jad and shaped by Dr. Abbas Shiri, where-
in one of the most poignant yet luminous 
narratives has taken form. Several glass 
vitrines are arranged together to ensure 

that a portion of Iran’s scientific history is 
preserved.
From a distance, he follows the second 
glass vitrine. His eyes gleam with exhila-
ration. He quickens his pace and gestures 
to the first edition of the Law Faculty 
Library’s ledger from 1934, an index re-
corded in French. Emphasizing its metic-
ulous detail, he remarks: “Observe! Writ-
ten in French and in a seamless style. Our 
library staff in 1934 were so proficient in 
French that they recorded the information 
with remarkable precision and clarity.”
Perusing Iran’s past is akin to glimpsing 
the future. Dr. Abbas Shiri draws inspira-
tion from this illustrious past, tirelessly 
striving to reveal the civilized visage of 
Iran. This valuable collection also houses 
approximately 150 to 200 volumes of Dr. 
Mohammad Mossadegh’s works, signed 
by him and donated to the university, 
placed in a dedicated section.
Across the museum, the thesis of one of 
Iran’s most distinguished constitutional 
law professors, Dr. Seyed Abolfazl Ghazi 

Shariatpanahi, is displayed with utmost 
respect. After receiving his Federal Doc-
torate in Public Law from a French uni-
versity and a certificate from the French 
National School of Administration, he re-
turned to Iran and, in 1970, was official-
ly appointed associate professor at the 
University of Tehran Law Faculty, passing 
away in the 1990s due to cancer.
Along the display cases are works by Dr. 
Saadzadeh Afshar, writings of the late Iraj 
Afshar — the former head of the Central 
Library of the University of Tehran who 
had also bequeathed endowments to the 
university — theses by Dr. Mo’tameni 
Tabatabai on Iranian constitutional and 
administrative law, Dr. Fereydoun Adami-
yat’s 1942 thesis, the late Dr. Langaroudi’s 
thesis under the guidance of Professor 
Mahmoud Shahabi, and finally, the thesis 
of the late Martyr Beheshti, who was him-
self a student at this faculty.
To properly organize the remaining in-
valuable and recently restored theses, 
at least 30 additional glass vitrines are 

required, so that, like the thesis of the 
late Dr. Nasser Katouzian — the father of 
Iranian legal science, defended in 1952 
under the supervision of the late Ayatol-
lah Sanglaji — they may embellish this 
museum.
Here, through scholarly diligence and in-
tegrity, a portion of Iran’s forgotten scien-
tific heritage has been revived; a treasury 
that, if preserved, will present future gen-
erations with a clearer and more precise 
depiction of the history of Iranian law.

A Step toward defending rights of Iranians in world Revisiting past to construct future Prospect of future

Imprint of history upon library shelves

Birth of Iran’s first law museum

Adjacent to this library, an independent room containing 
several computers links students to the great libraries of 
the world. The digital segment of this hall has furnished 
access to thousands of volumes of books, articles, aca-
demic periodicals, and specialized collections. In this 
separate section, students become connected to an im-
mense repository of digital resources. Internet speed and 
accessibility are in the process of enhancement, and the 
objective is that they may, without restriction and with-
out onerous costs, gain access to global resources. Within 
the past few days, even the country-wide ban on access-
ing YouTube has been lifted at this university because 
the officials believe that YouTube constitutes a scientific 
dissemination platform rather than a moral impediment.
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The glass display cases of the first Law Museum of the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences of the University of 
Tehran protect the invaluable legal artifacts of the faculty and the country.
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Works signed and donated by Iran’s former 
prime minister Mohammad Mossadegh
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