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Restoration revives Arak’s historic bazaar

C Iranica Desk )

The historic bazaar of Arak
stands as the vibrant heart of
a city that, since its foundation
in the early Qajar period, was
shaped with a precise urban
plan and purposeful architec-
ture.

When Fath-Ali Shah Qajar laid
the first stones of Sultanabad —
the city’s original name — the
bazaar was conceived as its first
and most vital element. The
Qajars believed that economic
prosperity and population sta-
bility in the region would be
impossible without a cohesive
commercial artery, mehrnews.
com wrote.

The core of the bazaar was built
in the early 13th century AH,
during Fath-Ali Shah’s reign,
by order of Yousef Khan Gorji.
In 1976, the Arak Bazaar was
registered on Iran’s National
Heritage List, a milestone that
elevated it from a traditional
marketplace to a site of archi-
tectural and cultural signifi-
cance.

The bazaar’s layout is defined
by two main axes: a north-
south passage and an east-west
route that intersect at the cen-
tral crossroads, or Chaharsugq.
Multiple entrances, connections
to the city’s old streets, and the
extension of shops along the
main routes have allowed this
complex to preserve both its
traditional form and urban co-
herence.

According to assessments, the
bazaar and its historical depen-
dencies cover an area of about
14 hectares and include 30 car-
avanserais, making it one of the
most notable examples of cov-
ered bazaars in Iran.

Hossein Mahmoudi, Head of
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Department
of Markazi Province, told Mehr
News Agency that the historic
bazaar of Arak is currently on
UNESCO’s Tentative List. He
emphasized that all restoration

and reconstruction efforts must
be carried out in full compliance
with international standards
and with respect for the site’s
historical values.

He added that a four-party
memorandum of understanding
has been signed between the
Cultural Heritage Department,
Arak Municipality, the Charity
and Endowment Organization,
and the Bazaar’s Board of Trust-
ees to coordinate and accelerate
restoration efforts for this his-
toric complex.

Mahmoudi noted that twelve
workshops are currently active
in restoring parts of the main
bazaar route and caravanserais.
The restoration work includes
repointing brick joints, replac-
ing damaged arches, cleaning
deteriorated layers, applying
traditional waterproofing to
roofs, and paving the court-
yards.

He further explained that
since international experts are
scheduled to visit and evaluate
the site, all restoration projects
must strictly follow scientific
principles, global standards,

and conservation ethics.

Mayor of Arak’s historical fabric,
Hossein Mansourizadeh, also
stated that in the past, some res-
toration projects were carried
out through partnerships, but a
number of them were left unfin-
ished due to funding shortages.
He added that the municipality
now directly oversees all resto-
ration projects, with contractors
selected by the city’s manage-
ment, and the work is progress-
ing continuously without inter-
ruption.

Referring to the ongoing con-
struction and restoration proj-
ects, Mansourizadeh stated that
in many of the caravanserais,
the paving, removal of overhead
electrical wires, and installation
of new flooring have been com-
pleted, significantly improving
the overall appearance of the
bazaar. He added that the re-
application of traditional mud
plaster (Kaahgel) on the bazaar’s
rooftops is currently underway
and has reached its final stages
in several sections.

Mansourizadeh also noted that
the majority of the restoration

work at the Akbariyan Caravan-
serai has been completed, includ-
ing scaffolding and the repair of
damaged bricks inside the struc-
ture. He said that all deteriorated
bricks in this caravanserai have
been replaced, and new joint
pointing is being carried out.

Referring to the tripartite agree-
ment between the Municipality,
the Cultural Heritage Depart-
ment, and the Bazaar Guilds, he
stated that according to estab-
lished guidelines, 30 percent of
the total restoration costs must

be covered by the stakehold-
ers. He added that the changes
made in the bazaar are clearly
visible to shopkeepers, tour-
ists, and the general public. The
Arak Bazaar remains active and
vibrant, and merchants are fully
informed about the restoration
measures carried out by the city
administration.

He further noted that all inter-
ventions outlined in the project
priorities will be fully complet-
ed by mid March, and visual
and video documentation of
the projects is being prepared
for presentation to the media.

Adel Heidari, an infrastructure
expert at the Cultural Heritage
Department of Markazi Prov-
ince, said that the restoration
and reconstruction project of
Arak’s historic bazaar will be
fully completed in the next four
months, with the majority of the
arches, roofs, and caravanserais
undergoing restoration.

Heidari noted that five active
contractors are currently work-
ing within the bazaar, explaining
that the ongoing projects involve
the restoration, reconstruction,
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and maintenance of the bazaar’s
historic structures. At present,
restoration work on the arches
along the main bazaar route has
begun from Imam Street and
continues up to the central Cha-
harsuq (crossroads).

He added that part of the resto-
ration activities focuses on re-
pairing existing structures that
can still be preserved, while
another part involves the com-
plete reconstruction of arches
and roofs that, due to severe
cracks, are no longer structur-
ally sound.

He further stated that approxi-

mately 30 to 40 percent of the
main bazaar restoration proj-
ect has been completed. He
emphasized that nearly all of
the bazaar’s caravanserais and
Timchehs (vaulted courtyards), with
only a few exceptions, require
full restoration and reconstruc-
tion, and that preservation ef-
forts will continue according to
a precise schedule.
Highlighting the importance of
expertise in restoring histori-
cal monuments, Heidari stated
that restoring this bazaar is by
no means a simple task — it
requires highly professional
teams and trained contractors
to ensure both the quality and
durability of the restoration.
He explained that the bazaar
is a complex composed of car-
avansaries, Timchehs, and pas-
sageways, and determining the
final restoration cost requires
detailed inspections inside
each shop to identify damages
and critical structural points. He
continued that, given the age of
the structure, continuous mon-
itoring and thorough inspection
of the interior spaces are essen-
tial, as there may be damages
that have not yet been detected.
Heidari stressed that, from a
restoration standpoint, coop-
eration with the Endowments
Organization poses no issues,
and project implementation is
fully feasible; however, he ex-
pressed hope that the relevant
institutions would provide the
necessary financial support.

He concluded that the main goal
is to preserve the authenticity
and beauty of Arak’s historic
bazaar — a goal that can only
be achieved through unified
management, the use of skilled
experts, government funding,
and the smart participation of
private investors.

The historic bazaar of Arak is
more than just an old building;
it serves as the city’s collective
memory, social identity, and
a living part of its traditional
economy.

West Azarbaijan Province welcoming tourists with history, nature
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West Azarbaijan Province can
rightly be called the “Rainbow
of Tourism.” Its breathtaking
blend of historical and natural
attractions, combined with a re-
markable diversity of ethnicities
and religions, has turned the
province into a vibrant symbol
of freedom, dignity, and respect.
According to IRNA, the rich va-
riety of ethnic groups and faiths
in the region has given rise to
unique historical and natural
landmarks, as well as diverse
customs and cultural traditions
— each serving as a distinct am-
bassador of West Azarbaijan’s
beauty and a magnet for visitors.
Here, mosques and churches
stand side by side; the call to
prayer from minarets harmonizes
with the ringing of church bells.
Local dialects, historical sites, di-
verse cuisines, unparalleled folk-
lore and literature, and traditional
dances reflecting unity and soli-
darity — all together tell the story
of this land’s deep-rooted culture
and history. Each aspect paints a
vivid portrait of the province’s
unmatched heritage, captivating
visitors with its authenticity and
charm.

The province of diverse eth-
nicities and religions boasts
over 1,800 nationally regis-

tered sites and several UNESCO
World Heritage sites, including
the Saint Thaddeus Monastery
in Chaldoran, Zor Zor Church
in Maku, the Takht-e Soleyman
Complex in Takab, Shah Abbasi
Caravanserai in Khoy, and Lake
Urmia National Park. Each of
these landmarks is associated
with different ethnic and reli-
gious groups and ranks among
the most significant historical
treasures of Iran.

Health tourism

Health tourism is a key sector in
West Azarbaijan, and the prov-
ince’s proximity to Iraq, Turkey,

Saint Thaddeus Monastery, Chaldoran
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and the Republic of Azerbaijan
makes it a potential turning point
for regional development. Every
year, patients from neighboring
countries travel to West Azarbai-
jan for medical treatment, ben-
efiting not only from advanced
healthcare services but also from
the region’s natural therapeutic
attractions, including its healing
mineral waters.

The combination of skilled med-
ical specialists, well-equipped
healthcare facilities, and natu-
ral assets — springs, waterfalls,
hydrotherapy and massage cen-
ters, and a mild climate — has
made the province a preferred

destination for patients even
from distant locations.

Religious tourism

Religious tourism represents a
remarkable potential for West
Azarbaijan, capable of driving
development, generating long-
term revenue, and creating stable
employment for young people.
Renowned as a “rainbow land” of
cultures and faiths, the province
showcases countless churches,
mosques, shrines, Imamzadehs,
and historic religious sites.
Among the most important and
popular religious landmarks
are the historic mosques and
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Saint Thaddeus Monastery (Qara
Kelisa) in northern West Azarbai-
jan Province. Considered one
the earliest Christian church
in the world, the monastery
hosts thousands of tourists, pil-
grims, and researchers annual-
ly during a religious ceremony.
Visitors attending the ceremony
not only participate in tourism
and pilgrimage but also act as
ambassadors, conveying mes-
sages of peace, stability, and
religious freedom to the world.
The shrines of Imamzadehs
Ebrahim and Mohammad in
Urmia host countless devotees
during Ashura and Tasu’a (the

martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein
(PBUH), the third Imam of Shia Muslims,
and his companions), and other reli-
gious occasions throughout the
year. Takht-e Soleyman in Takab
is another prominent example:
every year, Zoroastrians from
across Iran gather at the Azar
Gushnasb Fire Temple to per-
form religious ceremonies, shar-
ing messages of justice and free-
dom globally. The tomb of Seyed
Sadr al-Din in Chaldoran, a relic
of the Safavid era, also continues
to attract many visitors annually.

Eco-Lodges

Eco-lodges are another vital
component of West Azarbai-
jan’s tourism offerings. Located
in villages, they transport visi-
tors back in time, connecting
them with a simple, joyful, and
vibrant lifestyle.

The province currently has 42
eco-lodges in Maku, Khoy, Salmas,
Urmia, Naqgadeh, Piranshahr; Sar-
dasht, Mahabad, Takab, Shahin
Dezh, Oshnavieh, and Bukan, wel-
coming both domestic and inter-
national tourists. Sardasht, with
its pristine villages, Shalmash
Waterfall, forests, and untouched
nature, has the highest number,
with 11 units. Following Sardasht,
Takab has six, Urmia five, and the
Maku Free Zone four units — all
attracting tourists annually.



