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Top security chief
calls for $10b trade
with Pakistan in

visit to Islamabad

Palestine hailed as one of
central pillars of Muslim unity

Islamabad, Pakistan on November 25, 2025.
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Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council Ali Larijani
(L) shakes hands with Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar in

Iran chokes on smog as schools,
offices shut in major cities

A general view of the Iranian capital behind a blanket of smog as winter’s
heavy pollution hits a new high, in Tehran on November 25, 2025.
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After months of
frozen dialogue
between Iran and
the West, Iran’s
Foreign Minister

Abbas Araghchi is

now heading to Paris
for talks with his French counter-
part. The meeting comes shortly af-
ter France, along with Germany, the

UK and the United States, backed a
resolution at the IAEA that obliges
Iran to grant access to nuclear sites
damaged during the 12-day war and
to provide details regarding its stock-
pile of highly enriched uranium. Ara-

ghchi previously stated that the three

European had undermined their role
in Iran’s nuclear file by activating the
snapback mechanism to reinstate UN

sanctions. Given this backdrop, the
question now is whether the forth-
coming meeting signals a shift in
Iran’s approach toward reducing
tensions with the Agency, once again
through western channels. According
to Kamran Yeganeghi, an expert on in-
ternational affairs who spoke to Iran
Daily, the visit could be an important
step toward dialing down tensions
and reflects a wider Iranian approach
that blends de-escalation with efforts
to revive constructive bilateral en-
gagement.

IRAN DAILY: To what extent can the
Iranian Foreign Minister’s trip to Paris
be considered part of Tehran'’s strate-
gy to manage international pressure
and lower tensions with the IAEA,
rather than a step focused mainly on
bilateral ties with France?

YEGANEGI: This visit should not be
interpreted through a single prism. It

reflects a layered diplomatic tactic that
aims to manage Iran’s broader interna-
tional environment, reduce misunder-
standings with the IAEA, and recalibrate
relations with key European actors. On
the international front, Tehran has in
recent months sought to head off fur-
ther escalation by advancing technical
and political engagement with both the
Agency and European states, ensuring
that unresolved issues do not become
politicized.

Paris offers an opportunity for Iran to
lay out its views directly and help steady
the atmosphere at a sensitive moment.
At the same time, France remains a sig-
nificant player in European diplomacy,
energy, industry and regional security.
Maintaining open channels is mutually
beneficial: closing the door on engage-
ment would narrow opportunities for
economic and technological cooperation
and limit France’s room to play a mean-
ingful role in Middle Eastern affairs,

where Iran is an indispensable actor.
Seen in this light, the Paris trip signals
Tehran’s broader strategy: a calibrated
mix of targeted de-escalation and the
rebuilding of constructive bilateral in-
teractions.

How far can this meeting help reduce
the current tensions between Iran and
the West?

Araghchi’s visit can be viewed as part
of a broader political process that may
create breathing space in Iran-West
relations. While no single meeting can
be expected to resolve longstanding dis-
putes overnight, lowering tensions and
reopening communication channels is
achievable.

History also shows that direct diplo-
macy between Tehran and Paris has
played a stabilising role during past
crises. Whenever dialogue occurred at
the right political level and with genuine
intent, it not only improved bilateral ties

hran blends de-escalation with engagement in Paris outreach

but also contributed to a more balanced
dynamic between Iran and the West.
This trip matters for three main rea-
sons:

First, it re-establishes a credible line of
communication at a time when media
narratives risk muddying the waters. Di-
rect conversation enables Iran to clarify
its positions and prevent technical mat-
ters from being pushed toward crisis.
Second, France’s weight as a European
actor means neither side benefits from
prolonged hostility; both have incen-
tives to keep channels open.

Third, high-level contact between Iran
and a major EU state sends a signal to
other Western capitals that engagement
is still possible and that diplomacy can
keep a lid on unnecessary escalation.

If followed by sustained technical, re-
gional and economic

talks, the visit could Pagez >
help ease the broader climate between
Iran and the West.
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Israel only obstacle to
WMD-free Mideast: Araghchi

C International Desk )

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said on Tuesday that Israel had
acceded to no disarmament treaty and
remained the only obstacle to the es-
tablishment of a Middle East free of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (wMb).
Addressing the 30" Session of the
Conference of the States Parties to the
Chemical Weapons Convention (cwc) in
the Hague, Araghchi said such weapons
had always been dangerous and inhu-
man.

“But when they are in the hands of
wanted criminals that have been en-
gaged in ongoing massacre and geno-
cide for the past two years, constitute
an existential threat to human civiliza-
tion and to our planet,” he added in a
clear reference to Israel and its war on
the Gaza Strip.

Citing the Israeli regime’s use of
banned weaponry including cluster
ammunitions on Gaza and Lebanon
over the past two years, Araghchi said
that Tel Aviv must have been compelled
to accede to the Convention and to sub-
mit to full-scope inspections, as a prior-
ity for Organization for the Prohibition

of Chemical Weapons (opcw).

The Iranian foreign minister also point-
ed to Israel’s war against Iran in June,
saying that the aggression “was not
only a blatant attack on the tenets of
the UN Charter and international law
but also a huge blow to NPT regime
and the CWC'’s founding pillars.”

“They attacked not only our safeguard-
ed nuclear facilities but also the instal-
lations and sites under the OPCW’s ver-
ification mandate, thereby triggering
the risk of the release of chemical and
radioactive materials - a danger that
could have threatened human health
and the environment well beyond
Iran’s borders.”

Iraq’s chemical attack on Iran
Referring to Iran’s experience of chem-
ical attacks, Araghchi said that the
CWC, as an outstanding legacy of hu-
man collective wisdom and conscience,
was created to prevent the horror of
the use of chemical weapons from re-
curring.

“We, the Iranians, feel the extreme
pain and suffering inflicted on our sol-
diers and civilians by (former Iraqi dicta-
tor) Saddam regime’s chemical attacks

during his war of aggression on Iran.
Our wounds are still bleeding after 4
decades; and we can see the horror of
chemical weapons as our war heroes
and veterans as well as their families
continue to suffer extreme pain”, he
said.

The top diplomat said that the use of
chemical weapons in armed conflicts is
a heinous war crime that does not dis-
appear with the passage of time.

“Iran persists, therefore, in its call
for accountability and justice regard-
ing Saddam regime’s use of chemical
weapons against Iranians. Those who
provided Saddam regime with neces-
sary materials and know-how to devel-
op its military chemical program must
be held to account”.

On June 28, 1987, the Saddam regime
dropped mustard gas bombs on Irani-
an western city of Sardasht, killing at
least 119 Iranian civilians and injuring
another 8,000, leaving some of them
permanently disabled.

Western countries, including Germany,
the Netherlands, Britain, France, and
the United States, contributed to the
Iraqi regime’s chemical weapons pro-
gram at the time.

IRNA

Principles of equality,
impartiality

In his speech, Araghchi also called for
safeguarding the fundamental prin-
ciples of equality, impartiality, and
non-discrimination to guarantee the
effective functioning of the OPCW.

He described the CWC as the most suc-
cessful disarmament treaty that can

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi addresses the 30th Session of the Conference of the States Parties to
the Chemical Weapons Convention in the Hague, Netherlands, on November 25, 2025.

endure only if its provisions are com-
plied with by all states with no excep-
tion and without double standards.

“Selective application or politically
driven interpretations of the conven-
tion’s provisions would undermine
our shared objectives and erode the
collective trust among States Parties”,
the Iranian foreign minister concluded.

Grossi says UN watchdog seeks reengagement with Iran
Iranian, French FMs to discuss nuclear issue in Paris today

( International Desk )

The International Atomic Energy
Agency (1AEA) wants to fully reen-
gage with Iran to restore inspection
activities in the country, Director
General Rafael Grossi said on Tues-
day.

His remarks came as relations be-
tween Iran and the IAEA are at its
lowest point due to the agency’s
measures against Iran in recent
months.

Iran on Thursday canceled an
agreement it signed with the IAEA
in Cairo in September to resume co-
operation which had been suspend-
ed following strikes by the United
States and Israel on Iran’s nuclear
facilities in June.

Iran said the IAEA effectively pro-
vided cover for the strikes by de-
claring the country in violation of
its non-proliferation obligations
shortly before the bombardment
and then failing to condemn the
strikes.

Iran’s move to terminate the Cairo
deal was in response to a resolu-
tion which was adopted by the IAEA

Rafael Grossi
REUTERS

Board of Governors on Thursday.
The resolution, put forward by the
US, France, Britain and Germany,
calls on Iran to fully and promptly
cooperate with the agency, provide
inspectors with detailed informa-
tion on its stockpile of uranium en-
riched up to 60% purity, and grant
access to its nuclear sites.
Following the resolution, Iran’s For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi de-
scribed the move as “unlawful and
unjustified,” saying that the three
European countries and the US un-
dermined the IAEA’s authority and
independence and would disrupt
Iran’s cooperation with the agency.
The Iranian foreign minister is now
scheduled to meet with his French
counterpart Jean Noel Barrot today

in Paris to discuss Iran’s nuclear
program and the case of Iranian cit-
izen held in France.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry said on Mon-
day that the country’s nuclear pro-
gram along with the case of Iranian
national Mahdieh Esfandiari, as well
as regional and international devel-
opments would be on agenda.
“This will be an opportunity for us
to call on Iran to comply with its ob-
ligations towards the IAEA and for
a swift resumption of cooperation
with the agency,” Barrot said.
France alongside Germany and Brit-
ain triggered the return of UN sanc-
tions against Iran in October, that
had been lifted under a now-de-
funct 2015 nuclear deal.

Iran’s nuclear program has been a
source of contention with Western
countries for more than two de-
cades. While Iran insists that its nu-
clear activities are entirely peaceful
and aimed at civilian purposes such
as energy production and medical
research, Western powers have
long expressed concern that Teh-
ran could be seeking the capability
to develop nuclear weapons.

Iran’s Parliament speaker said the Israeli

ro

regime’s “aggressive hand” must be severed
from the region to halt its policy of “border-
less crime.”

Speaking at the legislature on Tuesday, Mo-
hammad-Bager Qalibaf said the regime has
resorted to the approach under its “criminal
prime minister [Benjamin Netanyahu].”

“For them, there is no difference between
Tehran, Beirut, Doha, Islamabad, Khartoum,
and Istanbul,” he said, Press TV reported.
The comments came following the regime’s
assassination of Lebanese resistance move-
ment Hezbollah’s senior commander, Hay-
tham Ali Tabatabai, and four other mem-
bers of the group in an airstrike against
Beirut’s southern suburbs.

Qalibaf emphasized that Hezbollah re-
mained “strong and unwavering,” moving
steadily forward, despite Tel Aviv’s attempts
to destabilize the region.

Tehran blends de-escalation ...

What are likely to be the main topics
of discussion between the Iranian and
French foreign min-
Paged > isters? Will the talks
focus solely on IAEA access issues, or
also cover broader matters such as
Iran’s missile program and regional
security?
The agenda will almost certainly ex-
tend beyond a single theme. While
IAEA-related issues and safeguards
cooperation will be central, the wider
regional and bilateral context makes
a broader conversation almost inevi-
table.
Several key areas are likely to shape the
talks: First, regional security. Iran is a
pivotal actor in West Asia, while France
plays an active role in developments
concerning the Persian Gulf, Lebanon
and maritime security.
Second, the future of regional dialogue
and Europe’s potential role. Paris has
often attempted to facilitate discus-
sions among regional actors, and this
cannot be done without consistent
high-level contact with Tehran.

The top legislator described the entity as
an enemy “devoid of human values” and

Israel’s ‘aggressive’
off from region: Parliament speaker

Third, defense and missile-related per-
ceptions. Although Iran’s defensive pro-
grams are non-negotiable, diplomatic
discussions may address concerns or
misunderstandings in order to keep
tensions in check.

Fourth, bilateral relations, including
economic, cultural and academic co-
operation. Both sides understand that
disengagement only shuts the door on
opportunities that could gradually be
revived through sustained dialogue.
Overall, the discussions will likely be
multi-dimensional and reflective of the
real diplomatic needs between Tehran
and Paris.

Can this trip be interpreted as an indi-
rect step toward reopening communi-
cation channels between Tehran and
Washington?

This visit should not be viewed as a
direct move toward US-Iran dialogue.
However, it may help create a more
conducive political climate for manag-
ing wider tensions. In diplomacy, major
shifts do not always begin with formal

talks; sometimes, improving the overall
atmosphere and engaging with influen-
tial intermediaries can set the stage for
more meaningful dialogue later.
France has on several occasions sought
to facilitate contacts between Tehran
and certain Western capitals, including
Washington. Strengthened diplomatic
lines with Paris could therefore help
reduce misunderstandings and stabi-
lize communication across the broader
Iran-West spectrum.

That said, this trip is fundamentally a
bilateral and Europe-focused initiative.
Iran has repeatedly emphasized that
any engagement with any party would
occur solely within the framework of
national interests and through official,
transparent channels.

Thus, while the Paris visit should not
be seen as a direct attempt to open a
backchannel, it may indirectly support
de-escalation, expand diplomatic space,
and reduce misperceptions — creating
a calmer context in which larger stra-
tegic decisions might eventually be
considered.

T

hands must be cut

Iran's Parliament Speaker Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf
addresses the open session of the Parliament on
November 25, 2025.
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not considering itself bound by any rules
or agreements.

In such circumstances, only “courage and
power” could deter the adversary, he said,
underlining that forbidding the regime from
continuing its criminal path was essential to
the restoration of regional stability.

Qalibaf expressed certainty that the region’s
resistance movements would face the enti-
ty’s approach of unabated atrocity with a
coordinated and prudent response in due
course.

“This situation cannot continue. Patience
has its limits,” he said, stressing that the
resistance “calculates carefully but acts de-
cisively... it does not seek war, but it fights
well”

The official also condemned global powers
and international organizations for bear-
ing witness to the regime’s "brutality," yet
"lacking the will to stop it."

His remarks echoed those made by Mohsen
Rezaei, a former chief commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), who
underlined during a ceremony on Monday
that the regime’s targeted killings of resis-
tance commanders were accelerating its
own demise.

+ Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist
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Top security chief calls for $10b trade
with Pakistan in visit to Islamabad

< Economy Desk >

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council (snsc) Ali
Larijani called for an increase of
up to 10 billion dollars in trade

exchanges with Pakistan as he
travelled to the capital Islam-
abad on Tuesday to hold talks on
various issues with the neigh-
boring country’s senior officials.
In a meeting with Mohammad

Ishaq Dar, Pakistan’s deputy
prime minister and minister
of foreign affairs, Larijani also
called for removing existing
obstacles and facilitating the
path for economic interactions

IRNA

between Tehran and Islamabad.
Pointing to the long-standing
ties between the two countries,
the SNSC chief described the ele-
vation of Iran-Pakistan relations
to a strategic level as a necessi-
ty and stated, “The economic
capacities of the two countries
can operate at a level far beyond
the current situation and the
target of increasing exchanges
to 10 billion dollars is deemed
achievable.”

The two sides also exchanged
their views on the latest im-
portant regional developments
and the necessity of collective
action by Islamic countries to
face common challenges, un-
derlining that the Muslim world
needs to design practical mea-
sures, broad coordination, and
coherent cooperation to man-
age regional crises; especially to

remove Israel’s threats against
Islamic countries.

Larijani and Ishaq Dar referred
to Palestine as one of the central
pillars of cooperation in the Is-
lamic world and emphasized the
unity, convergence, and focus of
Tehran and Islamabad in sup-
porting the Palestinian nation.
Speaking to reporters after
the meeting, Larijani said, “We
discussed bilateral relations,
the progress achieved in the
economic field, and ways to
strengthen this cooperation,
alongside regional issues.”

“We paid attention to regional
matters, and during consulta-
tions with our Pakistani broth-
ers, they shared their explana-
tions regarding international
developments,” he added.
During his two-day visit, Larijani
is also scheduled to hold meet-
ings with Pakistan’s Parliament
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, and Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari.

The meetings are aimed at deep-
ening bilateral cooperation and
advancing joint agreements —
with a strong focus on regional
security, border management,

counter-terrorism, trade, and
broader issues affecting the Is-
lamic world.

Upon his arrival in Islamabad
early Tuesday morning, Larijani
told reporters, “Pakistan is an
important country in the region
and has a privileged position in
terms of influencing the security
situation in the region.”

Hailing “deep and historical” re-
lations between the countries,
he added,” Today, in the chang-
ing conditions of the region,
cooperation between Iran and
Pakistan in various fields can
contribute to regional peace and
stability”

Before departing for Islamabad,
Larijani described Pakistan on
his X account as “a friendly and
brotherly country” and that the
Islamic Republic has not forgot-
ten how the Pakistani nation
stood by the Iranian nation
during the 12-day imposed war
of Israeli regime and the United
States against Iran in mid-June.
Iran and Pakistan, two signifi-
cant and influential countries,
consistently prioritize peace
and security in the region, he
noted.

Veep launches comprehensive tax laws system to combat evasions, boost transparency

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s First Vice President Moham-
mad Reza Aref unveiled on Tuesday
Comprehensive Tax Laws and Regu-
lations System as part of a concerted
effort by the incumbent administra-
tion to digitalize taxing system and
combat tax evasions.

In a meeting attended by Economy
Minister Ali Madanizadeh and se-
nior officials of Iranian National Tax
Administration (INTA), Aref hailed
the newly launched system as a sig-
nificant step towards realizing the
country's economic health and sus-
tainability as well as a serious re-
sponse to the long-standing need of
economic actors for transparent and
codified access to tax laws.
Pointing to the history of law re-

vision across the country over the
past two decades and emphasizing
the importance of the issue, the VP
said, “One of the most important
reasons for inflation and contradic-
tion in laws and regulations has been
the approval of a new law without
amending previous laws.”
Commending the valuable work
done to clarify tax laws in the coun-
try, Aref said, “One of the ministries
that most people are in contact with
is the Ministry of Economy and the
INTA”

Touching on tax evasion and large-
scale tax dodgers as a serious
scourge for the Iranian economy, he
underlined that funding the coun-
try's current expenses through tax
revenues must become a sustainable
strategy, and the objective will only

be achieved through tax justice and
confronting major evasions.

Aref, criticizing some strict ap-
proaches in tax legislation, said laws
in the country should not be draft-
ed to catch people out, but rather
should facilitate economic activities.
He also praised INTA’'s new approach
in designing a comprehensive system
of tax laws and regulations, stating,
“This system is an important step to-
wards transparency and combating
corruption, and can help reduce ad-
ministrative bureaucracy, accelerate
tax payment processes, and enhance
trust between taxpayers and the
country's tax authority.”

According to Aref, the strategy of the
incumbent government is based on
establishing a fair tax system, ensur-
ing managerial stability, eliminating

legal conflicts, and designing mech-
anisms that, while reassuring the

Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref (6th L) attends a meeting of senior officials of Iranian
National Tax Administration (iINTA) and Economy Ministry in the capital Tehran on November 25, 2025.

public, sustain tax revenues for the
country's economic development.

Iran’s private sector poised to
restore Cuba’s inactive industries

< Economy Desk >

Samad Hassanzadeh, the
head of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture,
expressed on Tuesday the
readiness of the country’s
private sector to help re-
build Cuba’s inactive in-
dustries.

Stressing that the resolu-
tion of supply chain issues
in Cuba's agricultural sec-
tor is one of Iran's areas of
activity in the Latin Amer-
ican country, Hassanzadeh
said good connections
can be formed in the re-
construction of Cuban
industries that have been
stagnant for several years.
“Iran, given its significant
capacities in the fields of
technical and engineering
services, oil and petro-
chemical industries, and

petrochemical indus-
tries, can establish good
economic relations with

Cuba,” he said.

“I believe that many Irani-
an products can find their
place in Cuba's markets,
given Cuba's needs. With
the use of new technolo-
gies in Iranian products
and the great expertise
available in all fields in
Iran, there is potential
for significant connec-
tions, especially in the
reconstruction of Cuban
industries that have been
stagnant for several years,
allowing Cuba to properly
utilize Iran's capacities

and capabilities.”
Underlining that sugar-
cane cultivation is one of
the opportunities that the
two countries can include
in their joint agricultural
programs, Hassanzadeh
said, “The Iranian private
sector is ready to partici-
pate in solving Cuba's sup-
ply chain problems, given
the country's capabilities
in the agricultural sector”
He also praised Cuba's
remarkable progress in
the biomedical field and
vaccine production as a
basis for joint cooper-
ation between the two
countries, saying, “Given
that Iran also has signifi-
cant achievements in the
health sector, health di-
plomacy is one of the ar-
eas that can help develop
relations between the two
countries.”

Three key refinery projects underway to raise

petrol output:

< Economy Desk >

The Oil Ministry is advancing three
major projects to boost daily gasoline
output by 20 million liters, Deputy Oil
Minister Mohammad-Sadegh Azimifar
told ILNA on Tuesday.

“For increasing gasoline production,
three main priority plans are on the
table, including the Mehr Persian
Gulf refinery, Phase 2 of the Abadan
refinery and the Isfahan RFCC refin-
ery project,” said Azimifar, who also
heads the National Iranian Oil Refin-
ing and Distribution Co.

He added that completing the three
projects by 2029 could help meet
the targets set in Iran’s Seventh De-
velopment Plan (spp) for expanding
production.

Iran’s ten main refineries, with a total
processing capacity of 2.4 million li-
ters of crude per day, currently churn
out 107 million liters of gasoline dai-
ly, 27 million liters short of demand.
The growing shortfall has forced
the government to spend billions of
dollars annually on gasoline imports

Mehr News Agency

since 2021, a bill that has reached
$6bn so far this year, according to
budget chief Hamid Pourmohamma-
di.

Azimifar said higher output alone
could not bridge the supply gap or
bring imports down to zero.
“Halting imports depends on con-
trolling consumption. If effective
measures are taken to manage gas-
oline usage, imports might be cut to
zero,” he pointed out.

The Mehr Persian Gulf refinery in the
port city of Bandar Abbas in southern
Iran is scheduled to come onstream
in March 2027 with a daily output of
13 million liters of gasoline.

At the Phase 2 expansion of the

Abadan refinery in southwestern
Khuzestan Province, output is expect-
ed to surge from 10 million liters to
14 million liters per day.

The RFCC (Residue Fluid Catalytic Cracking)
project at the Isfahan refinery in cen-
tral Iran, aims to convert heavy resi-
dues such as fuel oil into higher-value
products like gasoline.

The project is expected to produce 8
million liters per day of Euro-5 gaso-
line and push up the refinery’s total
output to 22 million liters.

Together, the three projects will add
25 million liters per day to Iran’s gas-
oline production capacity, bringing
total output to 132 million liters per
day while the Oil Ministry is required
under the SDP to lift output to 129
million liters per day.

But the planned increase is unlikely
to keep pace with consumption, even
if achieved by 2029. Officials estimate
gasoline use grows at least 5% annu-
ally, which would push daily demand
to 163 million liters in four years, 31
million liters above the expected ca-
pacity of domestic refineries in 2029.
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International
affairs expert

Resolution 2803 of the United

Nations Security Council, rather :
than constituting the product of :

an authentic international con-

sensus to terminate the Gaza cri- :
sis, represents a reconfiguration
of the crisis-management effort :
by the United States and its al- :
lies. This resolution, despite its :
pacific facade, bears within ita :
species of political engineering :
intended to redefine sovereign- :

ty in Gaza; an engineering that,

both juridically and in the realm :
of security, will engender pro- :
tracted and onerous repercus- :

sions for Palestine.

The adoption of Trump’s plan
with 13 affirmative votes, in cir-
cumstances in which Russia and

China abstained, demonstrates :
that Washington has embarked :
upon the creation of a new co- :
alition to restore the initiative :
of peace to the portfolio of its :

: need for a pathway to recon- :
¢ struct his lost authority in Gaza. :
i Conversely, Hamas and Islamic :
: Jihad, as the principal actors of
: resistance, have effectively de- :

¢ scribed this resolution as dimin-
i ishing the capacity of resistance
and establishing an internation-

unity for years.
Russia’s insistence that the
aforementioned plan is not con-

: that the resolution will, in effect,

articulated in the Council session.

own foreign policy. In truth, the :

insertion of the name of Don- :
ald Trump, the president of the :
United States and the principal :
architect of the 20-point docu- :
ment, into the text of the reso- :

lution indicates that this plan

is not a multilateral instrument :

but rather a document derived

from particularistic interests in- :
tended for a particular individu- :

Military, security
consequences

i the demilitarization of the cri-

al, and this in itself constitutes a :

fundamental contradiction with :
the traditional paradigm of Unit- :

ed Nations resolutions.

Trump, through such actions, :
strives to attain the Nobel Peace :
Prize. From the standpoint of :
international law, the official :
reception of the American plan :
by the Security Council and the
conferral of a command role
upon Washington for the Board
of Peace dramatically diminish- :
es the bargaining capacity of :
other Arab and regional actors. :
This matter not only constrains :
the autonomous diplomatic :
agency of Egypt and Qatar in
mediation, but also situates :
Turkey, Indonesia, and Saudi :
Arabia within a framework of a :
coalition whose ultimate lead- :
ership has been entrusted to :

the United States.

Although the Palestinian Au- :
thority has supported this plan, :
such support derives from the :
politically vulnerable position :
of Mahmoud Abbas and his :

i al mandate over Gaza; a discord
i that can deepen Palestinian :
political-domestic fissures and
set back the process of national :

institutionalize the permanent :
separation of these two regions. :
This is precisely the apprehen- :
sion that Moscow and Beijing

sis but rather, above all, to the
demilitarization of the resis- :

tance. The resolution in ques- :
tion delineates the mission of :
the international force until the :
end of 2027 and conditions the :
training of the Palestinian po- :
¢ lice and the gradual withdrawal :
i of the army of the Israeli regime :
i upon the complete control of :
these forces over Gaza's securi- :
ty. In appearance, this signifies :
a diminution of the presence of :
the army of the Israeli regime,
i yet, in reality, it is placed under :
i amonitoring mechanism direct- :
i ed by the United States and the :
gruent with the two-state solu- :
tion, together with ambiguities
concerning the timetable for the :
i transfer of Gaza’s administration,
constitutes among its serious de- :
ficiencies. The absence of a de- :
finitive determination regarding :
i the relationship of Gaza with the
: West Bank and the future of joint :
i sovereignty engenders the risk

Israeli regime.
The insistence of the Israeli re-

gime that the disarmament of :

Hamas serves as a prerequisite

for implementing the resolution :
indicates that Tel Aviv’s princi- :
pal aim is to alter the balance :
of power on the ground prior
to any political transformation.

The statements of the minister

i of defense of the Israeli regime, :
to the effect that Gaza will be :
i Although certain states, such :
as Turkey and Qatar, have sup- :
ported Trump'’s plan, their sup- :
port is primarily political rather :
i than operational. Such support :
is offered chiefly for the pur- :
i pose of preserving a mediatory :
¢ and diplomatic role, and it re- :
: mains unclear to what extent :
¢ these states would be willing
i to participate operationally
in the international force. The :
creation of international op- :
erational institutions for the :
administration of Gaza, if un- :

disarmed “down to the last tun-

nel,” reveal the regime’s attempt :
to impose its unilateral securi- :
i ty design through multilateral :
i mechanisms.
i Since this international force is :
i intended to operate under uni- :
The principal pillar of Resolu- :
tion 2803 is the deployment :
i of an international force and
i the disarmament of Gaza; a :
matter that does not lead to :

fied command and in coordina-

tion with the Israeli regime and :

Egypt, this point generates seri-
ous strategic questions. If oper-

ational command should be un- :
i der the influence of the United :
States, and if the Israeli regime :
plays the principal role in deter-

mining security standards, this
force will, in practice, become :
an instrument for the execution :
of the policies of Washington
and Tel Aviv. From this perspec- :
tive, there exists the danger that :
security-making in Gaza will be :
transformed into the establish- :
ment of security for the benefit :

of the Israeli regime.

The American claim that this :
international force is merely :
intended to stabilize security :
and protect civilians does not :
correspond entirely with the :
: mechanisms included in the :
¢ text because the structure of op- :
erations grants this force the au- :
¢ thority to intervene in everyday :
security decisions in Gaza. This :
produces a kind of diminution of :
Palestinian sovereignty during !
the transitional years and ren- :
ders the Palestinian police ef- :
i fectively dependent upon the
standards of the United States

and the Israeli regime.

<

The illustration shows US
President Donald Trump (1),
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, and a map of Gaza.
@ THE ECONOMIST

Averysignificant
pointisthatno
specificmechanism
has been envisaged
forthetransfer of
sovereignty from
thisBoard of Peace
tothe Palestinian
government.Ifthe
dual-governance
structure—namely
the Board of
PeaceinGazaand
the Palestinian
Authority inthe
WestBank—should
beimplemented
withoutan
integration program,
itwill, gradually,
engenderaspecies
of politicaland
administrative
demarcationthat
thelsraeliregime
has pursued for
manyyears.
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US Ambassador to the United
Nations Michael Waltz (r) shakes
hands with his Israeli counterpart,
Danny Danon, after the adoption
of the UNSC Resolution 2803, at UN
headquarters in New York City, US,
on November 17, 2025.

@ EDUARDO MUNOZ/REUTERS

: dertaken without the authentic
i participation of the primary
i actors of resistance, will result
i solely in a provisional and frag-
i ile structure that will collapse
i with the first security crisis.

i Geopolitical

i consequences, destiny of

i Palestine

i Another section of the resolution,
: which refers to the reconstruc-
: tion of Gaza, the role of the World
i Bank, and voluntary donations,
i ostensibly pursues a humani-
i tarian purpose; yet, in reality, it
¢ will culminate in a form of condi-
i tional reconstruction. Donations
: will be provided solely through
¢ institutions under the supervi-
¢ sion of the Board of Peace, and
i this signifies direct American
i control over financial resources,
i infrastructural plans, and even
: the internal mechanisms of the
i Palestinian Authority.

i The resolution emphasizes that
i donations must be used only for
i peaceful purposes. This prop-
i osition implies the elimination
i of any possibility of supporting
. resistance groups, and this is
‘ not something that Hamas or
i Islamic Jihad can accept. These
i conditions transform the recon-
i struction into an instrument for
i the political containment of the
i resistance movements and will
¢ disturb the internal equilibrium
i of Palestine.

i A very significant point is that
¢ the mission of the Board of
i Peace is defined until 2027, yet
i no specific mechanism has been
. envisaged for the transfer of sov-
i ereignty from this board to the
i Palestinian government. This la-
i cuna is precisely the point that
i Russia has termed dangerously
i ambiguous and on account of
¢ which it has refrained from sup-
¢ porting the resolution. This la-
¢ cuna can prepare the ground for
i quasi-permanent international
i governance over Gaza. The ob-
i jection of the resistance groups,
i namely that this resolution de-
¢ taches Gaza from the West Bank,
: is a matter of considerable valid-
i ity. For if the dual-governance
i structure — namely the Board
i of Peace in Gaza and the Pal-
i estinian Authority in the West
i Bank — should be implemented
¢ without an integration program,
¢ it will, gradually, engender a
i species of political and admin-
i istrative demarcation that the
i Israeli regime has pursued for
i many years.

¢ The acceptance of disarmament
i as a precondition can place the
i Israeli regime in a position in
i which it can slow or suspend
i any advance in the reconstruc-
i tion process. This amounts to
i a de facto veto by the Israeli
: regime over the future of Gaza
i and situates regional actors in a
i state of passivity.

i Although Resolution 2803 ap-
i pears to be a roadmap for peace
i and reconstruction, it contains,
¢ in its depths, strategic deficien-
i cies, juridical ambiguities, and
i grave geopolitical consequences
¢ that can not only fail to advance
i the peace process but also lay
i the foundations for a new archi-
i tecture of crisis. Without recti-
¢ fying these lacunae and without
i guaranteeing the authentic role
i of Palestinians and regional ac-
i tors, this resolution, rather than
i terminating the war, will inau-
i gurate a more intricate phase of
i contention.

The article first appeared in

i Persian on the Strategic Council on
i Foreign Relations’' website.
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Deep Dive

American Fox Guarding Gaza Henhouse

By Craig Mokhiber

Former head of the
UN’s New York OHCHR

More than two years into the geno- :
cide in Palestine, the UN Security :
Council has finally acted. But rather :
than acting to enforce international :
law, protect the victims, and hold
the perpetrators accountable, it :
adopted a resolution that openly :
flouts key provisions of internation- :
al law, disempowers and further :
punishes the victims, and rewards

and empowers the perpetrators.

Most disturbingly, it hands control :
of Gaza and the survivors of the :
genocide over to the United States, :
a co-perpetrator of the genocide, :
and provides for the participa- :
tion of the Israeli regime in de- :
cision-making. Under the plan, :
Palestinians themselves are to be :
granted no such participation in :
decisions on their own rights, gov- :
i The resolution even welcomes,
In adopting this resolution, the :
Council, in effect, has become a
mechanism of US oppression, an :
instrument for the continued un- :
lawful occupation of Palestine, :
and a complicit actor in Israel’s :
i It empowers the Trump-headed :
Not since the UN partitioned Pal- :
estine in 1947 against the will of :
the indigenous people, setting :
the stage for 80 years of Nakba, :
has the UN acted in such a baldly :
colonial (and legally ultra vires) way,
and trampled so recklessly on the :

ernance, and lives.

genocide.

rights of a people.

A resolution from Hell
On Monday, November 17, the UN

also US-directed, called “The Inter-
national Stabilization Force”. Both

will answer; ultimately, to Donald
Trump himself. And both will func- :
tion in consultation with the Israeli :

regime.

In what will long be remembered :
as a day of shame for the UN, while :
both Russia and China abstained
— they did not use their vetoes :
— and not a single member of the :
Security Council had the courage, :
principle, or respect for interna- :
tional law to vote against what can
only be seen as a US colonial out- :
rage, a ratification of genocide, and :
a flagrant abdication of UN Charter :
i back the cause of Palestinian
The resolution implicitly rejects
a series of recent findings of the :
International Court of Justice (icj), :
openly denies the Palestinian :
right to self-determination, and
reinforces Israeli regime impunity, :

principles.

even as the genocide continues.

Despite the ICJ’s finding that the :
Palestinian people have a right to :
self-determination on their land, :
the resolution strips that right :
away, empowering hostile foreign :

forces to govern them.

Despite the Court’s finding that :
Gaza (as well as the West Bank and East
Jerusalem) is illegally occupied and :
that the occupation must end
quickly and completely, the resolu- :
tion extends the Israeli occupation, :
endorses the indefinite presence of :
Israeli regime troops, and super- :
imposes a second, US-led occupa- :

tion on top of it.

And despite the Court’s finding :
that the Palestinians need not ne- :
gotiate for their rights with their :
oppressors, and that no agreement :
or political process can trump :
those rights, the resolution nulli-

i fies those rights and assigns them :
: to the discretion of the US and its :
¢ Israeli and other partners. :
¢ Even in the midst of an ongoing :
¢ genocide perpetrated by an apart- : |
i heid regime, nowhere in the reso- :

lution is there a single mention of :
the crimes of genocide, apartheid, :
or colonization, of the thousands :
of Palestinians still held in Israe- :
li torture and death camps, or of :
the principles of accountability for
perpetrators or redress for victims.
Nor is Israel required to meet its :
legal obligations of compensation :
and reparations, with that respon-
¢ sibility handed instead to inter- :

national donors and internation- | |

al financial institutions, in what :
amounts to a multibillion-dollar :
i unfettered flow and distribution.
sum, the resolution guarantees :

i A proxy occupation force

i The resolution also mandates an
i armed proxy occupation force,
i labeled the “International Stabili-
i zation Force,” to operate under the
i Trump-headed Board of Peace.
endorses, and annexes the widely :
¢ approved by the Trump Board, and
i will explicitly operate in collabora-
tion with Israel, the perpetrator of :

bailout of the Israeli regime. In
the full impunity of the Israeli re-
gime, in addition to advancing its
normalization.

A colonial administration

discredited Trump plan (September
29 version), and, while not citing all

of its problematic provisions, it :
calls on all parties to implement it :
i Its members are to be identified

in its entirety.
Board of Peace to serve as the tran-
all of Gaza, to control all services

of people in and out of Gaza, and
to control the framework, funding,

the Trump board to establish un-
“transactional authorities,” at its

own discretion.
The resolution even envisages

by Trump himself and by the sim-
posal”. And it contains no promise
whatsoever of Palestinian inde-

pendence or sovereignty.
Instead, in direct contradiction

freedom and self-determination
with a vague, hyperqualified, and

AFTER the Trump-led bodies de-

co-perpetrator of the genocide.

The resolution does not even offer
i hope that the systematic depriva- :
tion of the Palestinian people in : °-
Gaza will end. While the IC] has de- :
clared that restrictions on aid must :
cease, the resolution only “under- :
scores the importance of” human-
itarian aid. It does not demand its

This force is to have a command

the genocide (as well as with Egypt).

“in cooperation with” the Israeli

¢ regime, and it is to work with the
sitional administration governing :
i survivors in Gaza.
and aid, to control the movement
borders (i.e, to cage the Palestinians), t0
i stabilize the security environment
and reconstruction of Gaza, and it :
¢ includes the dangerously broadly
i formulated authorization of “any
i other tasks that may be required”.
i And it grants up-front authority to :
Security Council adopted a US pro- :
posal to hand control of Gaza over :
to a US-led colonial body called :
“The Board of Peace” while de- :
ploying a proxy occupation force,
i a quisling body of Palestinian
i technocrats taking orders from
and reporting to Trump’s Board
of Peace — on their own land. In :
clear breach of international law; it :
i rejects Palestinian control of their
own territory in Gaza until Trump
and his collaborators decide that :
the Palestinian Authority has sat- :
isfied the reform requirements set :
i should by now be self-evident.
ilarly odious “French-Saudi Pro- :
¢ fire” a US-guaranteed cease-fire
i that has allowed continuous Is-
i raeli attacks on Gaza every day
i since it was declared (killing hundreds
to the findings of the IC], it sets : and causing massive destruction to civilian
¢ infrastructure), but which tolerates
: no retaliation by the Palestinian
i resistance. It is safe to assume that
non-committal line that says that :
i aforce will be focused principally
cide that the Palestinians have :
met UNDEFINED “reform and :
¢ development” criteria, “the condi-
tions MAY finally be in place for a :
credible PATHWAY to Palestinian :
self-determination and statehood.” :
And any shred of hope for progress : |
left within those conditions is final- :
i ly dashed with the coup de grace :
provision stating that any such : }

process toward those endsistobe : |
controlled by the US itself. In oth- :
er words, the UN Security Council :
has granted a veto over Palestinian :
self-determination to the US, the :
Israeli regime’s chief sponsorand :

regime to control the Palestinian
It will be mandated to secure the
of Gaza (i.e., to suppress any resistance

to occupation, apartheid, or genocide), to
demilitarize Gaza (but not the Israeli

i rael), to decommission the weapons
defined “operational entities” and :
¢ those of the Israeli regime), to train the
¢ Palestinian police (in order to control
the Palestinian people inside Gaza), and to
i work for the (nefarious) objectives of
i the “Comprehensive (Trump) Plan”.

of the Palestinian resistance (butnot

The force is also mandated to
“protect civilians” and assist hu-
manitarian aid, to the extent that it

¢ is allowed by the US (or inclined) to

do so. But that such a force, which
is to collaborate with Israel, would
do nothing to stand up to Israeli
aggression and attacks on civilians

And it is to “monitor the cease-

any cease-fire monitoring by such

on the Palestinian side, not on the
Israeli regime as the occupying

{ power.

In other words, the mission of this

: proxy occupation force is to con- :
i trol, contain, and disarm the pop- :
¢ ulation victimized by the genocide, :
¢ not the regime perpetratingit,and
¢ to ensure security not for the vic-
i tims of the genocide but for its :
i perpetrators.
i In still another stunning breach of :
i international law, the resolution :
: authorizes Israeli regime forces to :
¢ continue to (unlawfully) occupy Gaza
until the US-led Board of Peace :
i and the Israeli regime forces col- :
¢ lectively decide otherwise. And, in :
i any event, the resolution provides :
. that the Israeli Occupation Forces :
{ (10F) can remain in Gaza to occupy
i a“security perimeter” indefinitely. :
¢ Finally, both the colonial Board of :
i Peace and its proxy occupation :
i “stabilization force” are given a :
¢ two-year mandate and the possi- :
¢ bility of an extension in consulta-
¢ tion with Israel (and Egypt), but not
i regime), to destroy Gaza’s military : :
defense capacities (butnot those of Is-

i Madness of colonizers :
i Needless to say, this resolution has :
: been rejected by Palestinian civil
i society, almost all Palestinian po-
¢ litical and resistance factions, and
human rights defenders and inter- :
i national law experts from around
i the globe.
i As a matter of international law, :
¢ the occupation of Palestine is un-
i lawful, the Palestinian people have :
i aright to self-determination, and :
i they have the right to resist for- :
i eign occupation, colonial domina- :
¢ tion, and racist regimes like Israel. :
‘ Not only does this resolution seek
i to deny these rights, but it even :
i goes so far as to buttress the illegal
i Israeli presence, and to authorize :
i its own mechanisms of foreign oc- :
i cupation and colonial domination. :
: What's more, the Security Council :
¢ derives all its powers from the UN
i Charter. That Charter, as a treaty, is
i apart of international law — not
i above it. As such, the Council is :
i bound by the rules of internation- :
. allaw, including and especially the :
© highest, so-called jus cogens and
i erga omnes rules, like self-deter- :
: mination and the inadmissibility :

with Palestine.

The United Nations Security Council
adopts resolution 2803 during the
meeting on November 17, 2025,
approving US President Donald
Trump’s “peace plan” for Gaza.

@ LOEY FELIPE/UN

DespitetheIC)'sfinding
thatthe Palestinian
people havearightto
self-determination
ontheirland, the
resolution stripsthat
rightaway, empowering
hostile foreignforcesto
governthem. Despite
the Court'sfinding
thatthe Palestinians
need not negotiate for
theirrightswith their
oppressors,andthatno
agreementor political
process cantrumpthose
rights, the resolution
nullifiesthoserights
andassignsthemto
thediscretion ofthe US
anditsIsraeliand other
partners.
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Protesters gather near the
International Court of Justice (icj)
in The Hague, the Netherlands,

on January 12, 2024, as the
court's proceeding against Israeli
occupation is screened outside the
court.

@ THILO SCHMULGEN/REUTERS

: of the acquisition of territory by
. force. Its blatant disregard for the
findings of the IC] on these matters
i reveals the degree to which many
i of the terms of this resolution are,
¢ in fact, unlawful and ultra vires (be-
yond the authority of the Council).

i As such, the ramifications of this
: rogue action by the UN Security
¢ Council will have implications far
i beyond Palestine. The UN Security
i Council, if unconstrained by inter-
i national law, becomes a danger-
i ous instrument of repression and
i injustice. This is precisely what we
- | have witnessed in this case as the
¢ Council ignored international law
i and effectively turned the survi-
i vors of Gaza over to the co-perpe-
¢ trators of the genocide.

i And followers of the Council will
¢ be well aware that the veto has re-
¢ peatedly been used in the Council
¢ to deny Palestinian rights. In this
i case, when it could have been used
i to protect Palestinian rights, the
i veto was nowhere to be found. In
i one minute of voting, the Security
i Council has lost all legitimacy.

i A path forward

{ The US attempt to impose a
i 19th-Century form of colonial-
i ism on the long-suffering Pal-
i estinian people of Gaza, like the
: French-Saudi colonial scheme that
i came before it, is destined to fail-
i ure. Such schemes are fundamen-
¢ tally flawed from the outset as they
i seek to impose outcomes without
i legality (under international law), with-
¢ out legitimacy (in their exclusion of
Palestinian agency), and without any
i practical hope of success (given their
near universal rejection both in Palestine and
across the world).

i The US may be able to threaten
i and bribe enough states to sup-
: portitin a UN vote, but securing
¢ sufficient troops and other person-
i nel to implement the resolution on
i the ground, against the will of the
i indigenous people, may well be an-
i other matter. And sustaining sup-
¢ port as the plan (inevitably) begins to
i unravel will be even more difficult.
i In the meantime, for those com-
i mitted to justice, human rights,
i and the rule of law, the task is clear.
i This plan must be opposed in ev-
i ery capital and at every juncture.
¢ Governments must be pressed
© to end their complicity in Israeli
i abuses, in US excesses, and in this
i atrocious colonial scheme. The
i Israeli regime must be isolated. Ef-
i forts toward boycott, divestment,
i and sanctions must be redoubled.
¢ A military, fuel, and technology
: embargo must be imposed. Israe-
i li perpetrators must face judicial
i prosecutions in every available
i tribunal. And the streets must echo
i with the righteous roar for Pales-
¢ tinian freedom of millions through
i demonstrations, strikes, civil dis-
i obedience, and direct action.

i And when this colonial house
i of cards falls, another, more just
i solution is ready to take its place.
i Ifthe global majority will rise from
¢ its knees before the emperor, and
: assert its collective power, act-
¢ ing under the UNGA Uniting for
i Peace mechanism to circumvent
i the US veto, adopt accountability
i measures to isolate and punish
i the Israeli regime, and deploy real
: protection to Palestine, then the
¢ UN may live to fight another day. If
i not, it will almost certainly wither
i away and die, a victim of self-in-
i flicted wounds, none deeper than
i the shameful resolution of Novem-
i ber17,2025.

The article first appeared on
* Mondoweiss.
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Iran’s Bahmanyar
ailming to build
on Riyadh success at

World Championships

Iranian karateka Sara Bahmanyar is riding a wave of success this year. After shin-
ing at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Riyadh and claiming the women’s -50kg
gold medal, she now hopes to cap her impressive run with another title at the
upcoming WKF World Championships, which kick off in Cairo, Egypt, on Thursday.
A world bronze medalist in 2018, Bahmanyar has already added valuable medals
to her collection this year, including golds at the Karate 1 Premier League event
in Paris in January and the World Games in Chengdu in August. Now, she faces an even bigger challenge:
competing against 32 quota-holding karatekas at the World Championships in Egypt - an event where, for
her, every single bout will feel like a final. She also has her sights set on success at next year’s Asian Games to

e
== By Sadeq
‘E’: Dehqan
Staff writer

INTERVIEW

further complete her resume.

In her latest outing in Riyadh, Sara not only won gold but also defeated one of her familiar foes, Uzbekistan’s Gulshan
Alimardanova - who had beaten her at the Asian Championships - in a thrilling comeback in the final showdown.
The following is what Bahmanyar told Iran Daily about her recent victory in Riyadh and her ambitions for the

Cairo event.

IRAN DAILY: Ms. Bahmanyar,
first tell us about the compe-
tition in Riyadh and how you
won the ultimate prize.

SARA BAHMANYAR: My most
important opponent at these
Games was the Uzbek karateka
I faced in the final. That match
meant a lot to me because [ had
lost to her in our previous en-
counter at the Asian Champi-
onships. Of course, that event
was held in her home country,
so naturally she had more mo-
tivation and the home advan-
tage worked in her favor. I also
believe there were some issues
with timing and scoring. So this
final had a special intensity for
me. [ was determined both to
avenge my previous loss and to
secure the top spot on the podi-
um to demonstrate my ability to
my rival. Fortunately, that’s ex-

actly what happened. Although
[ fell behind by four points early
on, [ managed to turn the match
around and win the gold medal.

Given that the Games were
limited to Islamic countries,
how would you assess the
level of competition?

Some of my usual rivals from Is-
lamic countries weren'’t present.
The reason is that we have the
World Championships in Egypt
ahead of us, which is a major
priority for all competitors. I
think some preferred to rest
and focus on that event instead.
Nevertheless, there were strong
athletes in Riyadh, especially
my Uzbek rival.

You mentioned the World
Championships in Egypt. This
must be a particularly im-

portant event for you as well.
Absolutely. The World Cham-
pionships are just around the
corner. This edition is different
from previous ones because ka-
ratekas had to earn quota spots
to participate. That means all
competitors qualified either
through their world rankings
or by winning medals in ear-
lier competitions. Only 32 top
athletes will be competing. Not
everyone was able to secure a
quota, which means the level of
competition will be extremely
high. The matches will be very
intense, and for me, every bout
from the first round will feel
like a final because all the com-
petitors are strong. There’s no
opponent you could consider a
“warm-up.”

Let’s talk about the competi-

ISG

tors. Who are your strongest
rivals, and from which coun-
tries?

My most important rival is the
Croatian athlete. The karatekas
from Venezuela, Algeria, and of
course my Uzbek rival are also
very strong. | have another rival
from Kazakhstan who earned a
quota but is not competing this
time. Altogether, the world’s top
eight athletes in my weight class
will be there. I am currently
ranked fifth among them. After
my strong performances this
year, | want to truly showcase
my capabilities at these cham-
pionships.

What result do you think
you can achieve at the World
Championships in Egypt?

As I said, I've achieved very
good results this year, and I

C Sports Desk

) In the men’s team kumite classi-

think I might be the most deco-
rated athlete in my weight class
so far, having won major medals
across different tournaments.
Two or three months ago, I
won gold at the World Games in
Chengdu. That event was very
important because the top eight
in the rankings were all there,
and fortunately, | managed to
win. Before that, I also won gold
at the Karate 1 Premier League
event. The gold from the Islam-
ic Solidarity Games has almost
completed my collection for
this year, and I hope to finish my
trophy cabinet for the season
by winning gold at the World
Championships.

Another major goal for me is
next year’s Asian Games. | want
to win gold there to add that
title to my sporting resume as
well.
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Iran’s Sara Bahmanyar (R) is seen in action against Uzbekistan’s Gulshan Alimardanova in the women’s
kumite -50kg final at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on November 11, 2025.

How do you assess the per-
formance of Iran’s women'’s
karate team in international
competitions this year?
Fortunately, our female karatekas
have achieved excellent results
this year. In fact, in every compe-
tition they entered, they managed
to win top titles. In my opinion,
our women actually performed
better than the men internation-
ally this year. Both I and Atou-
sa Golshadnejad achieved the
best possible results in all our
tournaments. Fatemeh Saadati
and Mobina Heidari also earned
strong results in their events.
Overall, our female karatekas
have collected gold, silver, and
bronze medals across multiple
competitions. It’s safe to say that
our women are now one of the
powerhouses of Asia - and even
the world - in karate.

Iranian athletes conclude Deaflympics with 37 Medals

final match. The Iranian team

delegation across 12 sports un-

Iran’s sports delegation con-
cluded its participation in the
25th Summer Deaflympics, se-
curing a total of 37 medals.

On Tuesday, November 25,
during the 11th day of compe-
tition in Tokyo, Iran’s men’s and
women’s national kumite teams
won bronze and gold medals,
respectively. With these final
events and medal wins, Iran’s
athletes closed their campaign at
this edition of the Deaflympics.

IRNA

fication match, Iran faced Alge-
ria and secured a 16-13 victory,
earning the bronze medal.

The team consisted of Hossein
Farahani, Alireza Kishani, Mi-
lad Sadeghzadeh, Kamran Re-
zaeinejad, and Ebrahim Pour-
kashani. After a bye in the first
round, Iran faced Ukraine in the
second round, losing the match
3-0, which led them to compete
in the bronze medal match.

In the women’s team kumite
event, Iran faced Ukraine in the

emerged victorious with a 9-8
win, securing the gold medal.
The team consisted of Nahal
Zakizadeh, Zeynab Hassanpour,
Sara Adriya, and Bita Javaheri.
This gold medal is Iran’s eighth
at the 2025 Deaflympics.

The 25th Deaflympics officially
began on November 15 in To-
kyo with the opening ceremo-
ny, featuring 3,081 athletes —
2,014 men and 1,067 women
— from 81 countries. Iran par-
ticipated with a 160-member

der the banner “Lovers of Iran.”
Iran’s first medal at the 2025
Deaflympics came on the open-
ing day of official competition,
when Ali Salahshoor won
bronze in judo. The women'’s
kumite team was Iran’s last
medalist in Tokyo.

Overall, Iran’s medal-winning
sports at the Deaflympics in-
cluded Kkarate (12 medals), tae-
kwondo (8), Greco-Roman wres-
tling (6), freestyle wrestling (5),
judo (4), and shooting (2).

Iran women'’s futsal team set to face

Panama in World Cup group stage

< Sports Desk >

Iran’s women’s national futsal team
is gearing up to face Panama in their
second match of the group stage of the
Women'’s Futsal World Cup, scheduled
for midday today (wednesday). While
Iran’s team is newly established and
does not yet have a long history, their
other group opponent, Italy — current-
ly ranked seventh in the world — could
be a formidable challenge later in the
tournament.

In their opening match, Iran’s women'’s
futsal squad impressed with a strong
performance against Brazil. It was a
challenging encounter for the Selecao,
facing a team that was once champion
of Asia, according to IRNA.

Iran’s second opponent, Panama is a
newly formed team. Following FIFA's
announcement of the inaugural Wom-
en’s Futsal World Cup in the Philip-

pines, Panama registered for the 2025
CONCACAF qualifiers. In April 2025,
Panama played its first international
matches in the qualifiers, defeating
Cuba, Guatemala, Las Canaleras, Mex-
ico, and Costa Rica to reach the final.
They ultimately finished as runners-up
after losing to Canada, earning a place
in the World Cup. Although Panama is
a young team, the Iranian players are
aware that in a World Cup, no oppo-
nent should be underestimated. Iran’s
third and final group stage opponent is
Italy, whom they will face on November
29. Italy secured its place in the World
Cup by defeating Lithuania, Croatia,
and Serbia in the qualifiers. The team
could present a strong challenge for
Iran. However, considering Iran’s solid
performance in the opening match and
the team’s established futsal pedigree,
the Iranian squad is confident in its
ability to advance past this opponent.

Tractor triumphs over Nasaf Qarshi
despite poor pitch conditions

( Sports Desk )

Tractor of Iran delivered a
disciplined and well-orga-
nized performance to defeat
Uzbekistan’s Nasaf Qarshi,
on a night when even the
poor pitch conditions failed
to favor the home side. The
victory lifted the Iranian
team to 11 points, strength-
ening their hopes of advanc-
ing to the knockout stage of
the AFC Elite League.

In Matchday 5 of the group
stage, Tractor traveled to
Qarshi for a crucial encoun-
ter for both sides. The Ta-
briz-based team ultimately
secured a vital 1-0 win,
returning home with three
precious points, varzesh3.

com wrote.

Rezi Lushkja, Tractor’s Alba-
nian winger, scored the only
goal of the match in the 17th
minute. His decisive perfor-
mance earned him the AFC
Man of the Match award.
The win not only added
a valuable three points
to Tractor’s tally but also
moved the team into second
place with 11 points, signifi-
cantly boosting their qualifi-
cation chances.

Despite playing on Qarshi
Stadium’s damaged and un-
even surface, Dragan Sko-
cic’s men showed clear de-
termination to leave with a
positive result. The Croatian
head coach once again de-
ployed his preferred 4-3-3

\
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tarafdari.com

-

and Drozdzek to maintain
the team’s attacking struc-
ture.

formation and, in the ab-
sence of Mehdi Torabi, relied
on foreign players Lushkja
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Lar protecting
ownunique
urban identity «

( Iranica Desk )

The historical fabric of Lar in
Fars Province, one of the most
remarkable examples of Irani-
an-Islamic urban design, has
recently attracted the attention
of cultural heritage experts and

i

¥

urban planners. Despite its na-
tional registration, the district
still requires updated programs
for protection, restoration, and
revitalization.

Following the devastating 1970
earthquake that nearly de-
stroyed the city, Lar became one

Iranica
Home

of Iran’s most notable examples
of urban reconstruction. While
the new section of the city, “New
Lar” developed, the old district
— with its Qeysariyeh Square,
traditional bazaars, the Grand
Mosque, Ejdeha Peykar Castle,
and historic windcatchers — re-

mains the city’s defining identity,
according to Mehr News Agency.
Approximately 105 hectares of
Lar’s old town are listed as na-
tional heritage and are managed
by the Lar Cultural Heritage Site.
In 2023, the site’s director noted
that more than 45 percent of the
district’s valuable buildings are
in urgent need of restoration.
The district faces several key
challenges, including structur-
al deterioration, unregulated
changes in the use of historic
houses and shops, limited res-
toration budgets, fragmented
ownership, and the absence of
an updated urban plan for the
historic fabric.

Mohammad Hossein Bagheri, a
senior restoration expert, has
highlighted that Lar’s his-
toric district represents
one of the last complete
examples of Safavid-era

Grand Mosque of Lar
nakhllarestan.ir

urban planning in southern Iran.
However, the rate of deteriora-
tion is faster than the provincial
average, and without immediate
intervention, parts of the district
could be lost.

Over the past year, several initia-

tives have been implemented to
preserve and revitalize Lar’s his-
toric core. Emergency restoration
of Qeysariyeh Bazaar has been
carried out in partnership with
Lar Municipality. The historic
Mo'tamed-ol-Saltaneh House has
been restored and converted into
a cultural center. Studies have
been conducted to create a her-
itage tourism route through Old
Lar, and the fagades of the bazaar
have been renovated to strength-
en the district’s historical identi-
ty. For 2025, the municipal bud-
get has independently allocated
funds for a comprehensive urban
regeneration plan, prioritizing
the integration of the old district
with the city’s tourism and eco-
nomic structure.

Alongside historic districts in
Bandar Abbas, Evaz, and Jahrom,
Lar’s historic fabric forms a cru-
cial part of southern Iran’s urban
network. In the book entitled
“History of Urban Planning in
Southern Iran” by Naser Takmil

Ejdeha Peykar Castle
IRNA

Homayoun, Lar’s bazaar is de-
scribed as “one of the most co-
hesive southern Iranian market
structures with a radial pattern.”
Lar’s historic district also holds
substantial potential for cultural
tourism. According to the 2023
UNWTO report on urban tour-
ism in the Middle East, cities
with “intact historic cores” expe-
rience cultural tourism growth
three to five times faster than
other cities. With its Qeysariyeh
Bazaar and distinctive urban de-
sign, Lar has been identified as a
“promising destination.”

With its architectural, histor-
ical, and tourism potential,
Lar’s historic district requires
a coordinated plan built on ac-
curate data, adequate funding,
and integrated management. If
ongoing restoration and revi-
talization efforts continue, this
district could become one of
southern Iran’s leading cultural
tourism hubs, attracting visitors
and scholars alike.

Enduring tradition of Giveh making

in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiar

( Iranica Desk )

Giveh is a traditional type of foot-
wear among the people of Iran,
particularly in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari Province. Unlike ordinary
shoes, it has no distinct left or right
side — what locals describe as “not
made in pairs.” Remarkably, Giveh
never truly wears out and can be
easily repaired.
The absence of a left or right in
Giveh symbolizes uniformity, in-
tegrity, honesty, and purity among
the people of Iran and Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari Province, reflecting a
cultural heritage where deceit, du-
plicity, and hypocrisy have no place,
chtn.ir wrote.
Step by step, Giveh has walked
alongside humans — from the early
days when footwear held immense
practical importance, to the present
day when it is regarded as a valu-
able and prestigious item. It is said
that the foot is the “second heart” of
a human being, and perhaps for this
reason, people have always sought
to invest in their “second heart” by
choosing the best and most com-
fortable footwear.
The art of Giveh making is one of
the cherished handicrafts of Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari Province,
with a long-standing tradition in
cities such as Shahr-e

Davoudi house showcases Qajar

Kord, Borujen, and Farskhur. Yet to-
day, fewer people practice weaving
or wearing Giveh.
This decline persists even as
mass-produced products have lost
some popularity; according to enthu-
siasts of traditional arts, public interest
in handcrafted items — particularly
Giveh — has waned, and younger
generations show little inclination to
continue this cultural practice.
In both modern and tradition-
al markets, not a single Giveh is
displayed in shoe store windows.
Shopkeepers rarely hang a pair
for display, leaving younger gen-
erations unaware of this cultural
treasure.
Economic fluctuations, market in-
stability, rising costs of raw mate-
rials, reduced purchasing power,
and low demand for handicrafts
have all contributed to the decline
of many traditional crafts, including
Giveh-making.
One artisan active in the field in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Prov-
ince stressed that officials at the
provincial Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts Organization
should take urgent measures to re-
vive this traditional craft in Shahr-e
Kord. Mahmoud Rafieian Dehkordi
emphasized that today’s youth are

largely uninterested in Giveh-mak-
ing, opting instead for mass-pro-
duced industrial footwear.

He added that only a small number
of elderly men and women contin-
ue the craft, weaving both the soles
and the uppers of Giveh by hand.
The artisan also explained that Giveh
comes in various types: some with
rubber soles for use in winter or for
agricultural work, and more deco-
rative versions worn at gatherings,
during leisure, or for long walks.

He recounted, “I have been mak-
ing Giveh continuously since I was
seven years old, and now, at sev-
enty-one, [ continue the profession
of my father and ancestors. | have
faced many physical hardships
along the way, yet I am grateful to
God that I have been able to pre-
serve this tradition and prevent it
from fading into oblivion.”

He estimated that producing a sin-
gle pair of Giveh takes two days
and added that officials at the Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari Depart-
ment of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts could help preserve
and revive the craft by organiz-
ing training courses. Such initia-
tives would ensure that the art of
Giveh-making is passed on to future
generations and continues to thrive.

architecture, tradition

( Iranica Desk )

On Towhid Street in Mashhad, the capital city
of Khorasan Razavi Province, where the nar-
row alleys still retain the spirit of tradition-
al neighborhoods, a historic house quietly
stands: the Davoudi House. Dating back to the
late Qajar period, this 120-year-old structure
is listed among Iran’s national heritage sites.
The house not only recalls the city’s past life
and architecture but also offers visitors a viv-
id glimpse of Iranian artistry from a century
ago. The property spans 417 square meters
with a total built area of 526 square meters.
Entrance to the house is through a short, nar-
row corridor leading to the central courtyard.
The courtyard, featuring an egg-shaped pool
and shaded trees, exudes a serene atmo-
sphere. Three sides of the courtyard are lined
with the house’s main buildings, while the
fourth side contains the kitchen, now used as
a storage space, chtn.ir wrote.

On the western side of the courtyard, a small
pool room — currently functioning as a mod-
est kitchen — adds to the charm of the space.
The house’s facade is adorned with intricate
brickwork, wooden windows, and tiled nich-
es, each reflecting Qajar-era style and the
meticulous attention to detail characteristic
of traditional Iranian architecture. Inside,

ceilings are decorated with traditional wood-
work, and the harmonious color schemes cre-
ate a warm, inviting atmosphere.

The thick walls of the house were designed
not only to withstand weather changes but
also to showcase the skill of Iranian architects
in integrating interior space with the central
courtyard. The Davoudi House also features
a tall windcatcher, which historically played
a key role in ventilation, channeling fresh air
into the pool room and cooling the interior
— afeature rarely seen in modern Mashhad.
Although interior access is limited, the ex-
terior facade and central courtyard provide
an unforgettable experience for visitors. The
silence and tranquility of the courtyard, con-
trasting with the bustling Towhid Street, offer
amoment to experience Mashhad'’s historic
atmosphere and step away from modern life.
The owner, Ebrahim Davoudi, has long been
working to restore and preserve this valuable
heritage site, aiming to ensure its sustainable

chtn.ir

use in the future. As such, the Davoudi House
is not only a testament to past architecture and
artistry but also a story of dedication, time, and
responsibility in preserving cultural heritage.

For lovers of history and Iranian architecture,
the Davoudi House offers a rare opportunity
to witness and document a piece of Mash-
had’s enduring legacy in the heart of the city.
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shut in major cities

A general view of the Iranian capital behind a blanket of smog as winter’s heavy pollution hits a new

high, in Tehran on November 25, 2025.
REZA MOATTARIAN/IRAN DAILY

< Social Desk >

Tehran and several major Iranian cities
are choking under hazardous air pollu-
tion, prompting authorities to suspend
schools, universities, and government of-
fices in multiple provinces.

Exhaust fumes from vehicles remain the
principal driver of the country’s wors-
ening air quality, releasing high levels of

nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide
(c0), and particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10)
into the atmosphere. In addition, indus-
trial emissions, including those from
power plants, factories, and construction
activities, emit sulfur dioxide (s0,), volatile
organic compounds (vocs), and fine par-
ticulates, further compounding pollution
levels.

Domestic heating, particularly the burning

of low-quality fuels during colder months,
adds to the accumulation of airborne pol-
lutants, creating smoggy conditions that
exacerbate respiratory and cardiovascular
health risks across the population.

Major cities, including Tehran, Karaj, Qaz-
vin, Hamedan, Tabriz, Ahvaz, Isfahan, and
Urmia, remain “unhealthy for all,” accord-
ing to the national air quality monitoring
authority.

Abbas Shahsavani, deputy director at the
Air Quality and Climate Change Research
Center of Shahid Beheshti University, re-
ported that the number of days classified
as “unhealthy for all groups” has tripled
compared with last year.

54,000 annual deaths

“About 54,000 deaths in Iran are attribut-
ed annually to air pollution,” Shahsavani
said. “It now ranks among the top five
causes of mortality in the country”
Analysis of causes shows 6,152 deaths
stem from energy production, 2,996 from
industrial emissions, 2,033 from agricul-
tural activities, 4,334 from other man-
made sources, and 802 from household
pollution.

Air pollution contributes to 28% of stroke
deaths, 30% of deaths from ischaemic
heart disease, 45% from chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, 24% from lung

cancer, 20% of diabetes-related deaths,
and 23% of lower respiratory infection
fatalities.

Air pollution closure

The health alert triggered widespread
closures. East Azarbaijan suspended all
schools, universities, and government of-
fices in cities including Tabriz, Azarshahr,
Bonab, Marand, and others, while essen-
tial services such as banks and hospitals
continue to operate.

Isfahan implemented online schooling
across the county, with car traffic restric-
tions under a local “odd-even” plan.

In Tehran, all kindergartens, preschools,
and special education schools closed,
while older students attend online class-
es; many public and private offices shifted
to remote work. Other provinces includ-
ing Alborz, Khorasan Razavi, North Kho-
rasan, South Khorasan, Yazd, Lorestan,
Qazvin, Kerman, and Markazi also moved
schools online.

The National Medical Emergency Orga-
nization warned that vulnerable pop-
ulations, including children under five,
seniors over 55, pregnant women, and
those with cardiovascular or respiratory
conditions, should remain indoors and
follow preventive measures.

N95 masks are recommended for un-

avoidable outdoor activity. Residents are
advised to keep windows closed, use air
purifiers where possible, and avoid pro-
cessed foods while increasing hydration
and antioxidant intake.

Hassan Hassanzadeh, head of East
Azarbaijan’s Department of Environment,
said the current pollution surge in Tabriz
owes less to Lake Urmia’s drought than
to combined industrial emissions, vehicle
traffic, and domestic fuel use under stable
atmospheric conditions.

He emphasized the importance of citizen
cooperation, noting that voluntary reduc-
tions in private vehicle use and temporary
industrial shutdowns have already helped
curb emissions.

According to Swiss monitoring company
IQAir, Tehran now ranks as the world’s
fifth-most polluted city, following Delhi,
Bishkek, and other regional capitals.
“Vehicle emissions and industrial pollut-
ants dominate the mix,” the report noted,
while cross-border dust from China also
contributes. Seoul ranks tenth globally
with an index of 157.

Iran’s air pollution crisis shows a broader
global trend with the World Health Or-
ganization attributing 7.9 million deaths
worldwide each year to polluted air, mak-
ing it the second leading cause of prevent-
able mortality.

Kiarostami classic opens

Fajr International

¥ " . .

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Fajr International Film Festival opens
in the southern city of Shiraz on 26
November with a newly restored print
of Abbas Kiarostami’s 1994 drama
‘Through the Olive Trees".

Festival officials said they pro-
grammed several restored Iranian ti-
tles this year but chose ‘Through the
Olive Trees’ to launch the 43rd edition,
calling the film a “seminal” work in
Kiarostami’s career.

The picture, which earned the Silver
Hugo in Chicago, was written, pro-
duced and directed by the late auteur,
whose restrained visual grammar
shaped a generation of Iranian film-
makers.

The story follows Hossein, a young
man in the quake-stricken village of
Koker, as he tries to woo Tahereh after
surviving a devastating tremor that
levels the community. The narrative
circles around loss, persistence and
what Kiarostami once described as
“the quiet labor of hope”.

Iranian jury lineup announced
The festival named its Iranian jurors
on Tuesday, before curtains rise on the
43rd edition in Shiraz.

Organizers tapped five Iranian film-
makers to serve across the main
strands, International Competition,
Eastern Vista, New Perspective, and

Film Festival in Shiraz

Broken Olive Branch, alongside foreign
jurors to be announced later.

Veteran cinematographer Mahmoud
Kalari joins composer Christophe
Rezai on the International Competi-
tion jury, pairing Kalari’s decades of
visual craft with Rezai’s score-driven
sensibility.

Actor Hoda Zeinolabedin takes the
Eastern Vista slot, which typically
showcases films from Asia and the
broader East.

Writer-director Mehdi Karampour
judges the New Perspective section,
which screens first and second fea-
tures.

Director Farzad Mo’tamen takes the
helm of the Broken Olive Branch jury, a
segment often devoted to works prob-
ing conflict and reconciliation.

The festival, run by secretary Rouhol-
lah Hosseini, runs from November 26
to December 3 across venues in Shiraz.

< Arts & Culture Desk

debut.

ported.

National “25” Festival.

The one-shot short, co-produced by
Mohammadzadeh and Iranian Youth
cinema Society (1vcs), in Kashan, will
screen in Terrassa, near Barcelona,
from November 27 to 29, ILNA re-

In earlier local competitions, The
Room won the Best Film award at
the 4th Gambron 105 Second Fes-
tival and received the statuette, ci-
tation and cash prize at the second

The film portrays a tense domestic
moment: A mother is combing her
young daughter’s hair when the
sudden rumble of an explosion shat-
ters the calm. Actors Yasaman Nasi-
ri, Nazgol Khosravani and Mersana

Iranian short film “The Room’
to compete at Spain’s One Shot festival

)

Elham Mohammadzadeh’s Iranian
short film ‘The Room’ was select-
ed for the main competition at the
15th One Shot Terrassa City of Film
Festival in Spain, marking its global

Afrash appear on screen.

The festival is known for its strict
“no cuts” rule, films must be shot in
a single sequence without editing,
celebrating the raw immediacy of
long-take cinema.

Iran faces rapid aging as population of seniors surpasses 14%

< Social Desk >

Iran has officially entered a period of ac-
celerated population aging, with more
than 14% of its citizens now over 60, the
head of the State Welfare Organization of
Iran, Javad Hosseini, told a conference on
senior-friendly urban environments in
Tehran on Tuesday.

The milestone surpasses earlier govern-
ment statistics that pegged the elderly
share at 12%.

“This is not a distant issue. Iran is moving
fast,” Hosseini said, stressing that the pace
of aging outstrips many countries in the
region. By 2051, he projected, nearly 30%
of Iranians will be seniors, positioning the
country among the world’s fastest-aging
nations.

Hosseini warned of a persistent “cognitive

gap” among policymakers, arguing that of-
ficial recognition of aging lags behind its
social reality.

“We must first identify and overcome this
gap to integrate elderly needs into plan-
ning,” he said, highlighting the need for
timely policy responses to demographic
shifts.

The Welfare Organization is pursuing a
national survey to provide a comprehen-
sive picture of Iran’s aging population.
Currently, 16 cohort studies are under way
across the country, the largest in Meybod,
Yazd province.

Officials are working with the Statistical
Centre of Iran to unify these datasets into
a central system that will inform future
urban and social planning.

In practical terms, the government has
approved 16 senior-friendly urban spaces

nationwide, designed to promote mobility,
social engagement, and safety.

Hosseini noted that these spaces repre-
sent only the start of a long-term strategy
requiring sustained administrative sup-
port.

He announced that three monitoring
sessions per year will assess these envi-
ronments, with two governors and two
mayors reporting annually to the first vice
president.

Hosseini also stressed that aging presents
a societal and economic opportunity rath-
er than a crisis. With retirement averaging
52 years and life expectancy at 76, roughly
a third of Iranians’ lives will be spent as
seniors.

“This is the silver economy,” he said. “Se-
niors hold valuable skills, require mini-
mal formal employment infrastructure,

and can contribute significantly to family,
community, and service sectors.”
Initiatives targeting intergenerational in-
teraction are underway. Plans include se-
nior kindergartens, community theatres,
cultural and sports activities, and pilot
“senior schools” in partnership with the
Ministry of Education, converting up to
120,000 schools into spaces for elderly
engagement.

In Hamedan, a dedicated senior restaurant
has been opened to provide nutritious
meals and social interaction, serving as a
model for future senior-oriented venues.
Hosseini framed the agenda as both a so-
cietal necessity and a moral imperative.
“Taking care of seniors is not just a duty;
it strengthens community cohesion and
intergenerational bonds,” he said.

The government has already defined roles

for 27 state agencies, ensuring responsi-
bilities related to aging are implemented
across ministries and local authorities.
He added that integrating seniors into
urban and social life, monitoring demo-
graphic trends, and leveraging the silver
economy are central to maintaining Iran’s
social health. “Providing warm, inclusive
spaces for seniors is more important than
medicine alone,” he said.



