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( Iranica Desk )

A short drive from Tehran is all
it takes for travelers to break
away from the noise and in-
tensity of the capital. For many
seeking a quick escape from
daily routine, the Chalus Road
remains one of the most popu-
lar and accessible destinations.
As travelers leave Tehran be-
hind, a growing sense of free-
dom and calm guides them to-
ward a refreshing experience in
the heart of northern Iran.
Approaching the northern
stretches of the route, notice-
able shifts in weather mark the
transition from Tehran'’s linger-
ing warmth to the crisp air of
autumn. Cooler winds, the scent
of damp earth, and the gradual
drop in temperature signal the
arrival of the season’s charm. In
the mountainous regions, this
refreshing change brings re-
newed energy to those heading
north, according to IRNA.
Throughout the journey, the
winding path of the Chalus
Road is accompanied by breath-
taking natural scenery. Lush for-

ests, towering peaks, and flow-
ing rivers paint a serene and
captivating picture, encourag-
ing travelers to pause, enjoy the
landscape, and capture memo-
rable photographs. Each curve
of the road reveals new vistas,
heightening the excitement and
anticipation of reaching a scenic
autumn destination.

Pol-e Khab

The village of Pol-e Khab be-
comes one of the region’s most
enchanting attractions during
autumn. As the season unfolds,
a vibrant palette of yellow, or-
ange, and red sweeps through
the trees, creating striking scen-
ery. The cool air invites visitors
to enjoy leisurely walks and ex-
plore the natural surroundings.
The Chalus River, flowing beside
the village, adds to its appeal
with its soothing sound and
peaceful ambiance. Visitors of-
ten picnic by the river or in the
surrounding forests, making the
most of the area’s tranquility.
Autumn is also harvest season
in Pol-e Khab. Local farmers of-
fer fresh produce such as apples

and walnuts, while nearby cafés
and restaurants serve seasonal
dishes and warm drinks for
travelers. For photography en-
thusiasts, the village provides
exceptional opportunities to
capture the vivid colors and
natural beauty of the season.

Asara

Asara, a lush and scenic town in
Alborz Province, has emerged
as a popular tourist stop along
the Chalus Road. Easily accessi-
ble from Tehran, the town offers
a peaceful retreat with its for-
ests, towering mountains, and
pleasant weather.

Among Asara’s prominent at-
tractions is the Haft Chesh-
meh Waterfall, surrounded by
verdant nature and cascading
pools. Nearby stands the tower-
ing 90-meter Adran Waterfall —
one of Iran’s tallest — providing
a dramatic backdrop for nature
lovers and photographers. The
historic Salsal Castle, dating
back to pre-Islamic times, wel-
comes visitors at the entrance
of Asara and hints at the re-
gion’s deep heritage.

Asara is also a favored desti-
nation for mountaineers. The
4,000-meter-high Kohar Peak
is a well-known challenge that
requires proper equipment and
physical readiness. Hikers can
rest at shelters along the route
and enjoy sweeping views of
snow-covered summits.

Valasht Lake

Valasht Lake stands among
northern Iran’s most pictur-
esque natural attractions, ac-
cessible via the Chalus Road.
After exiting the town of Cha-
lus toward Tehran and driving
23 kilometers past the Kojur
Bridge, visitors reach a small
paved road leading west. Pass-
ing through pine forests and
the village of Sanar, a 5-kilome-
ter dirt road finally leads to the
southern edge of the lake.

In autumn, Valasht Lake trans-
forms into a breathtaking
scene. Surrounding trees glow
in warm shades of yellow and
orange, their colors reflected
on the still surface of the wa-
ter. Fallen leaves and crisp, cool
air enhance the magical atmo-

sphere, offering visitors a re-
freshing and serene experience.
Hiking, cycling, and boating are
popular activities during this
season, and with fewer tourists
around, travelers can enjoy the
peace and quiet of nature in
near solitude.

Arangeh village

Located at kilometer 21 on the
Chalus Road, Arangeh village is
another autumn highlight. Its
terraced orchards and stone
houses showcase traditional
mountain architecture, while
the winding access road reveals
dramatic views of the Alborz
ranges.

In autumn, Arangeh becomes
a living canvas of color. Apple
and walnut orchards brighten
in shades of red and yellow, and
the scent of ripe fruit fills the
air. Springs and small waterfalls
flowing from the mountains add
to the village’s charm, creating
a soothing atmosphere for res-
idents and visitors alike.

The hospitality of Arangeh’s
locals, along with their rich cul-
tural traditions and handicrafts,

enriches the experience. Visi-
tors can purchase local goods,
learn about village customs, and
enjoy meaningful interactions
that deepen their connection to
the region.

A perfect seasonal escape
In autumn, the Chalus Road of-
fers an ideal one-day getaway
from Tehran. Its colorful twists
and turns, combined with sce-
nic landscapes and convenient
amenities, make the journey
both enjoyable and rejuvenat-
ing. With proper planning and
attention to weather and trav-
el conditions, visitors can fully
appreciate the beauty of this
classic route.

Ultimately, a trip along the Ch-
alus Road is not just a visual
experience — it is a chance to
recharge and reconnect with
nature. For anyone seeking a
pleasant and refreshing escape,
this beautiful road remains an
inviting choice.

Travelers are encouraged to check
weather conditions and bring the
necessary gear to ensure a safe
and enjoyable journey

History meets nature in

Hezar Darb Castle of Ilam Province

( Iranica Desk )

An archaeology graduate spe-
cializing in prehistoric studies
has described the Hezar Darb
Castle in Darrehshahr of Ilam
Province as one of the region’s
prominent tourist attractions,
combining history and nature
in a single landscape. The struc-
ture, built with stone and gyp-
sum in a rectangular plan, dates
back to the Sassanid period.

In an interview with ISNA,
Habibollah Mahmoudian said
the main facade of the monu-
ment features arched vaults,
noting that its architectural
characteristics suggest a prob-
able military function.

He explained that the building’s
primary layout is rectangular,
with long corridors extend-
ing in four directions. These
corridors connect to interior
rooms through multiple door-
ways. The multi-story complex
includes a basement, ground
floor, and upper level, all con-
structed based on its founda-
tional plan.

According to Mahmoudian, the
thickness of the walls and the
lack of open windows in cor-
ridors and rooms resulted in
dark interior spaces. Ventila-
tion and lighting were provided
through nearly one-meter-wide
openings in the ceilings and

passageways. The structure’s
materials consist of carved
stones and river pebbles bound
with fired gypsum mortar.

He added that foundation re-
mains can be traced on all four
sides of the fortress. The walls
measure approximately 1.8
meters in thickness and are
constructed from pebbles and
gypsum.

He noted that the northern
wall, overlooking a cliff, was
built about four meters lower
than the fortress’s main wall.
Remains of another structure
with similar materials can also
be seen on the northern slope
below the fortress, though its
original purpose remains un-
known.

Pottery fragments found

wikipedia.org

around the site are mostly
buff-colored, some with slips,
and generally well-fired. Their
decorations include rope-pat-
tern reliefs and incised designs.
The most distinctive pottery
type is “Nishguni” ware from
the Sassanid era, further con-
firming the fortress’s historical
dating through its architectural
style and construction materi-
als.

Situated in a region with a
rich cultural past, Hezar Darb
Castle also reflects the broad-
er history of Ilam Province,
an area long inhabited since
prehistoric times and home
to significant Elamite, Parthi-
an, and Sassanid settlements
that shaped its enduring his-
torical landscape.

Golamzadeh House in South Khorasan
registered on National Heritage List

( Iranica Desk )

The Gholamzadeh House in
South Khorasan Province has
been officially added to Iran’s
National Heritage List, according
to Ali Shariatimnesh, deputy di-
rector of the provincial Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts Organization.

He noted that the monument is
located in the town of Eresk in
Boshruyeh, with its architectural
origins dating back to the Safa-
vid era, chtn.ir wrote.
Shariatimanesh explained that the
house features traditional and lo-
cal architectural elements, includ-
ing a central courtyard, an ivan,
an entrance corridor, and several
rooms arranged around the yard.
He added that the Gholamzadeh
House belongs to the category
of two-ivan residential struc-
tures. “Despite later physical
alterations, the building retains
its Safavid authenticity, which
is clearly visible in its layout
and design,” he said. The rect-
angular plan of the structure
is aligned along a north-south
axis.

South Khorasan Province, lo-
cated in eastern Iran, is a re-
gion with deep historical roots
stretching back thousands of
years. Archaeological findings in
cities such as Birjand, Ferdows,
and Boshruyeh reveal traces of

-

ancient settlements that flour-
ished along desert routes con-
necting central Iran to the east-
ern territories.

Throughout history, South Kho-
rasan served as a significant
link on the Silk Road and other
caravan paths. These routes en-
abled the movement of goods,
scholars, and travelers, turning
the region into a cultural inter-
section where Persian, Central
Asian, and even Indian influenc-
es merged. Many of the area’s
traditional caravanserais, forti-
fications, and adobe-built villag-
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es still reflect this prosperous
trading past.

South Khorasan is also nota-
ble for its long-standing archi-
tectural heritage. Its historic
houses, windcatchers, water
reservoirs, and mud-brick for-
tresses illustrate a unique ad-
aptation to the harsh desert
climate. The registration of
the Gholamzadeh House adds
to the province’s growing list
of preserved heritage sites,
highlighting ongoing efforts to
protect the cultural landscape
of this historic region.



