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Netanyahu weighs Iran option to boost election chances

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanya-
hu recently stated in 
his formal pardon 
request to President 

Isaac Herzog that 
the Middle East would 

witness “extraordinary events” in the 

coming months, describing this moment 
as an unrepeatable opportunity to ad-
vance Israel’s interests. This comes after 
a US-brokered cease-fire agreement to 
end the Gaza war was signed in October, 
while Israel and the United States have 
been trying to win over more countries 
to join the Abraham Accords. Iran may 
also factor into this equation, as the 12-
day June war ended with a cease-fire that 
fell short of achieving Israel’s objectives.
Meanwhile, new military activity near 
Iran’s western borders has intensified 
speculation about a possible renewed 

confrontation. Mansour Barati, an ex-
pert on Israeli affairs, has told Iran Daily 
that the “Iran file” is among the issues 
Netanyahu is considering as he attempts 
to restore his popularity and legitimacy 
with an eye on the upcoming elections 
in October 2026, and that, if he fails on 
other fronts, he may fall back on another 
confrontation with Iran.
 
IRAN DAILY: How should Netanyahu’s 
remark about “extraordinary events” ex‑
pected in the Middle East in the coming 
months be interpreted? Is this merely 

promotional rhetoric, or a sign of con‑
crete military intentions?
BARATI: Since Netanyahu deliberately 
used language vague enough to obscure 
whether he was referring to Iran, it cannot 
be stated outright that his rhetoric points to 
a new war with Iran. The intended message 
could well be tied to Israeli-Saudi normal-
ization, which under current conditions would also count as a significant, and in 
Netanyahu’s words “extraordinary,” devel-
opment.
However, what is clear in Israel today is that 
Netanyahu needs to stir up a new crisis as 

he faces elections in nearly ten months. His 
political position is extremely fragile, and 
he has been performing poorly in impartial, 
credible polls. It appears he believes a new 
crisis is politically necessary.
The most likely scenario, however, is esca-
lation on the northern front, namely Leba-
non. The probability of this is considerably 
higher. Hezbollah has resisted disarma-
ment, is rebuilding its capabilities despite 
considerable obstacles, 
and the project Israel ini-
tiated during the last war in Lebanon can-
not be completed in current circumstances.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities

President calls for citizen support, 
inclusivity for the disabled
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (R) speaks with a 
woman during a conference marking the International Day 
of Persons with Disabilities Tehran on December 2, 2025.
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Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi said the US policy of 
“peace through strength” was 
steering global affairs toward 
“the law of the jungle.”
“When the concept of peace 
through strength is invoked, it 
effectively means victory goes 
to whoever has greater power, 
while the real peace should be 
achieved through diplomacy,” 
Araghchi said in an interview 
with the program Ma‘ Moosa Al 
Farei in Oman’s capital, Muscat 
which was published late Mon-
day night.
“But if the goal is to establish 
peace through force, it will 
only lead to more wars and 
more confrontations, as each 
side tries to become stronger 
to impose its will. This Ameri-
can approach effectively under-
mines all human achievements 
since the end of World War II”, 
he added.
The foreign minister noted 
that all countries had been 
trying to establish internation-
al relations based on law for 

more than eight decades, “but 
today these relations are un-
fortunately moving toward ties 
based on force; something that 
is called the law of the jungle.”
 
Israel’s plots in region
Referring to Israel’s acts of ag-
gression against regional coun-
tries in recent years, Araghchi 
said that the regime had invad-
ed seven countries in the past 
two years and was occupying 
the territories of three regional 
states. However, it still enjoyed 
complete immunity from the 
US and some European coun-
tries.
“The amount of territory that 
the Zionist regime has occu-
pied in Syria since the fall of 
Bashar al-Assad is greater than 
the entire area of   the Gaza 
Strip. And what is more regret-
table is that we are witnessing 
plans to divide Syria into sever-
al parts. We consider this issue 
to be very dangerous, a danger 
to the entire region, because it 
can completely destroy its sta-
bility. The Zionist regime seeks 
to destabilize the region and 

divide it into small units and 
fragmented states”.
He also pointed to the Israel’s 
June aggression against Iran, 
saying that the war, conduct-
ed with direct US involvement, 
occurred in the middle of the 
nuclear negotiations between 
Tehran and Washington, which 
was an attack not only on Iran 
but on diplomacy itself.
Asked whether direct dialogue 
between Tehran and Tel Aviv 
could ever be possible, Ara-
ghchi said Iran “does not rec-
ognize any legitimacy for the 
Zionist regime.”
The occupation entity “does 
not belong to this region,” he 
said, adding that it was estab-
lished through “the usurpation 
of Palestinian land” and main-
tained by “crimes, killings, and 
genocide.”

International Desk

FM says US policies pushing world toward 

‘law of jungle’

The commander of the Iranian Army’s 
Ground Forces said a plot hatched by 
the Israeli regime over more than 20 
years and deployed during Tel Aviv and 
Washington’s 12-day war on Iran in June 
failed to cripple fracture the country.
Speaking on Tuesday during an event in 
the northeastern city of Mashhad, Briga-
dier General Ali Jahanshahi said the war, 
which was backed militarily and techno-
logically by the US-led military alliance 
of NATO, had been engineered by the re-

gime with strategic goals, including dis-
armament and political collapse, none of 
which materialized.
“The Zionist regime imposed this war 
to eliminate Iran’s missile power and 
pursue disintegration of the nation, but 
it did not reach its ominous goals,” he 
said, pointing to sustained defense read-
iness, missile deterrence, and drone op-
erations as key pillars of Iran’s response 
during the assault.
"Iran stood against the West during the 
12-day aggression"
Jahanshahi placed the war within a 
broader campaign of pressure that 
followed Iran’s Sacred Defense (1980–

1988), noting its similarity to the West-ern-backed conflict imposed on the 
country by Iraq.
He noted that adversaries have since used “cultural infiltration, human-rights 

accusations, the nuclear case, punitive sanctions, and finally the direct mili-
tary confrontation [from June 23 to 25]” to 
attempt to destabilize the Islamic Re-
public.
On June 13, Israel launched an unpro-
voked war against Iran, assassinating 
many high-ranking military command-
ers, nuclear scientists, and ordinary ci-
vilians.
More than a week later, the United States 
also entered the war by bombing three 
Iranian nuclear sites in a grave violation 
of the United Nations Charter, interna-
tional law, and the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT).
In response, the Iranian Armed Forces 
targeted strategic sites across the occu-
pied territories as well as the Al-Udeid 
air base in Qatar, the largest American 
military base in West Asia.

Israel’s 20-year plot failed to disintegrate nation: Top commander

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Cartoonist C A R T O O N

Qalibaf: SCO’s drill sends clear message of 

collective resolve against dominating powers
Iran’s Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Baqer 
Qalibaf said the ongo-
ing large-scale "Sahand 
2025" counter-terror-
ism exercise, involving 
SCO member states, 
sends a clear message 
of collective resolve 
against  dominating 
powers.
Speaking during an open 
session of the parlia-
ment on Tuesday, Qali-
baf stated that the drill reflects the continuous 
improvement of Iran’s 
defense cooperation 
and joint anti-terror 
measures with other na-
tions, Press TV reported.
Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) has 
hosted a major count-
er-terrorism drill code-
named Sahand 2025 
involving various mili-
tary units from member 
states of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) in the north-
western province of East 

Azarbaijan.
The extensive exercise 
kicked off in Shabestar 
County on Monday, and 
is scheduled to wrap up 
on December 5.
Qalibaf noted that Iran’s 
defensive cooperation 
and joint counterterror-
ism efforts with other 
countries are continual-
ly advancing, and their 
operational results will 
be evident in "neutraliz-
ing threats against Iran 
and dismantling terror-
ist groups."
"Holding this exercise 

sends an important 
message to the domi-
nating powers, showing 
that there is a serious 
will among indepen-
dent countries to de-
fend themselves against 
unjust global practices," 
he added.
The commander of the 
joint anti-terrorism 
exercise Sahand 2025, 
Brigadier General Vali 
Ma'dani noted that the 
primary objectives of 
the drill are to enhance 
the military knowledge 
of commanders and 

personnel in countering 
terrorism, and to facili-
tate the comprehensive 
transfer of expertise 
among member states.
“The exercise aims to 
enable member coun-
tries to synergize their 
efforts toward a com-
mon goal of combating 
terrorism,” he under-
lined.
General Madani stated 
that the SCO member 
states — Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Russia, Paki-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, China, 
Kazakhstan, Iran, In-
dia, and Belarus — are participating as official 
members in the drill, 
adding that neighbor-
ing countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, Azerbai-
jan, Oman, and Iraq, are 
taking part as observers.Throughout all  f ive 
phases, live ammunition 
will be used, and the 
main drill will last about 
three hours, added the 
commander.

 

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres is expected to represent a report 
to the UN Security Council on the imple-
mentation of Resolution 2231, which en-
dorsed the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, known 
as the JCPOA, Slovenia’s UN Ambassador 
Samuel Zbogar, president of the 15-member 
body, said on Monday.
Responding to a question about next steps 
for the so-called snapback mechanism trig-
gered by the three European parties to the 
JCPOA to reinstate UN sanctions on Iran, 
Zbogar said the Security Council would re-
ceive a report from Guterres on the imple-
mentation of Resolution 2231 this month 
and a meeting would likely be called after-
ward. 
Zbogar, whose country holds the rotating 
presidency of the UN Security Council, said 
a committee would be formed early in 2026 
regarding the sanctions.  
“That might be challenging […] because 
you need a consensus,” he said, noting that 
council members did not agree among 
themselves on that issue.
Resolution 2231 endorsed the historic nu-
clear agreement between Iran and world powers. Upon ratification, it mandated 
suspension of nuclear-related sanctions 
against Iran.
The United States, though, unilaterally with-
drew from the deal in 2018 and reimposed 

and reinforced its sanctions on Iran and 
forced the European parties to the deal – 
France, Germany and Britain – to abide by 
them.
On August 28, the European trio instigat-
ed the snapback mechanism, which led to 
reimposition of international sanctions on 
Iran.
Iran, China, and Russia in a joint letter to Guterres in October affirmed termination of the resolution, saying that they “affirm that 
in accordance with operative paragraph 8 
of Resolution 2231, all its provisions are 
terminated after 18 October 2025.”
The date, therefore, “marks the end of the 
Security Council’s consideration of the Ira-
nian nuclear issue,” the countries’ envoys 
added.

UNSC president: Guterres to report 

on JCPOA-related resolution
International Desk

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf speaks during 

a session of the parliament in Tehran, Iran, on December 2, 2025.

 ICANA

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 

speaks during an interview with the 

program Ma‘ Moosa Al Farei in Oman’s 

capital, Muscat, which was published on 

December 1, 2025.
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Netanyahu weighs Iran ...

Iran proposed to revive Cuba’s sugar industry 
for products marketing: Chamber

Israel did inflict serious damage on Hezbollah’s military infrastructure, command structure, 
and senior leadership, but in terms of changing Lebanon’s po-

litical order to Hezbollah’s detriment, which is Israel’s strategic objective, very little progress has been made over 
the past year. Efforts to disarm Hezbol-lah or place all weapons solely under the control of the Lebanese army have 
been minimal. The process Israel hoped 
to see simply has not materialized. As a result, Israel now considers the Leb-anon file an urgent priority. Without a more forceful push toward disarma-ment, Hezbollah could eventually make up for the previous losses through re-construction.Lebanon also carries another layer of strategic significance. A confrontation there could ignite regional conflict. 

Escalation in Lebanon could spill over into neighboring states. Should Hez-bollah find itself on the brink of disar-mament, and Israel insist on imposing it militarily, potentially by sending its own forces and triggering another war, Iran might feel compelled to defend Hezbollah decisively.
On the rhetorical front, with elections 
six to ten months away, Israeli politi-cians, especially a prime minister seek-ing re-election, have every incentive to crank up their political messaging. Netanyahu recently claimed in an in-terview that Israel “achieved its ob-jectives” during the 12-day war with Iran, even though some of those goals included political change in Tehran, which Israel clearly did not achieve, 
or shifts in the military balance that ultimately were not realized despite the damage inflicted on Iran’s defense 

systems. So, although there is a degree of seriousness in his remarks, they also serve a political and promotional pur-pose and both aspects should be con-
sidered.
 
Given the recent military activity 
near Iran’s western borders, is there 
a direct connection between these 
developments and Netanyahu’s state-
ments?
It appears the answer is yes. There is likely a direct link between incidents such as fighter jets reportedly entering Iraqi airspace, flying close to Iran’s bor-der, and Netanyahu’s recent statements. Israel seems intent on provoking Iran into a reaction, gradually creating the 
pretext needed for a new confronta-tion. This suggests the region may be entering a ladder of escalation, moving steadily toward heightened tension.

What scenarios could lead to a re-
newed confrontation between Iran 
and Israel, and how likely are they in 
the short term?The first point is that if Netanyahu’s domestic situation remains precar-ious, and if other agendas that could help him regain popularity fail to yield results, he may attempt to offset his legitimacy deficit through renewed military action against Iran.Several major issues could influence 
Israel’s next elections and Netanya-hu’s potential political recovery. One is, of course, the Iran file. Another con-
cerns formal annexation of the West Bank, or parts of it. A third relates to the future of Hamas; removing Hamas entirely from power in the Gaza Strip and allowing Netanyahu to present a political victory domestically. Another 
important one is the disarmament of 

Hezbollah. Finally, normalization with Saudi Arabia is also on his agenda, and time is running short before elections.If Netanyahu fails to make progress on these fronts, he could be pushed 
toward renewed confrontation with 
Iran.
Iran’s internal political and social con-ditions will also be crucial. Should do-mestic dissatisfaction rise, widening the gap between the public and the state, and should new waves of protest emerge, the chances of confrontation would sharply increase, with Israel, and potentially the United States, al-most certainly taking advantage of such conditions.Negotiations between Iran and West-
ern parties are another factor. If diplo-matic talks advance seriously, tensions could ease. But for now, tensions re-main relatively high.

Head of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce, Samad Hassanza-deh, announced on Tuesday the offering of a proposal by the Cu-ban government for establish-ing a sugarcane agro-industrial complex in the Latin American country and a mechanism for marketing Iranian products, while detailing the achieve-
ments of an Iranian trade dele-gation's recent visit to Havanna.“Cuban authorities expressed interest in accepting and facil-itating the presence of reputa-
ble Iranian companies in their country, and it was decided that an Iranian company would di-rectly and immediately market Iranian products in the Cuban market,” Hassanzadeh said.“Cuba's Minister of Trade em-phasized that the country's 
doors are wide open, and Ira-
nian merchants and economic actors can count on the sup-port of the Cuban government,” 
he added.Pointing to the Cuban Minister of Foreign Trade's proposal to establish an agro-industrial complex in Cuba with the par-ticipation of Iranian investors, 

Hassanzadeh said, “Given the proposal, the Cuban govern-ment is ready to define a sug-arcane agro-industrial project with Iranian investors in the first step; in such a way that a sugar production factory is es-tablished and sugarcane is cul-tivated in the lands around the factory. This project can either 
be in the form of an economic partnership or direct invest-
ment by Iranian companies."Hassanzadeh said the Cuban 
president had emphasized that the list of his country's needs 
and the areas of interest of the Cuban government for utilizing Iran's economic and production capacities would be announced 

to the Iranian Chamber of Com-merce through the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Cuba.“With this positive approach from Cuban officials, the de-velopment of Iran's exports to Cuba is very achievable and attainable, even in the short term,” he added.

Economy  Desk

Iran posts 150% surge in trade with D-8 
in five years: TPO chief

The head of Trade Promotion 

Organization (TPO) announced on Tuesday that Iran's trade re-
lations with members of the D-8 

Organization for Economic Co-operation have grown by more than 150% over the past five 

years and reached $22 billion, even as he said the trade volume is still far from the desired level.Speaking at the D-8 Ministerial Meeting in the Egyptian capital of Cairo, Mohammad Ali Dehqan Dehnavi said the organization, with its rich resources, young population, and strategic loca-tion, possesses unparalleled po-tential to become an influential economic hub in the internation-
al arena.“Iran's trade relations with D-8 members have grown by over 150% in the past five years, reaching 22 billion dollars. Al-though this figure indicates the significant potential for trade among the group's members, it 

is still far from the desired level,” Dehqan Dehnavi said.“Therefore, we urge all member countries to seriously commit to the full implementation and op-
erationalization of the Preferen-tial Trade Agreement (PTA).”While welcoming the formation of an expert working group to examine tools for developing the PTA, which gives preferential access to certain products from the participating countries, De-hqan Dehnavi emphasized, “This working group, with the help of all members and the support of relevant international organiza-tions, should conduct compre-hensive technical evaluations and provide recommendations that guarantee the interests of 
all members. We expect the tan-gible results of this review to be presented at the upcoming min-isterial meeting.”The TPO chief underlined that, “Beyond the issue of tariff liber-
alization, it is essential that we 

seriously pursue cooperation in other key areas, including customs cooperation and facil-itation, logistics, transportation 
and transit, settlement mecha-nisms with national currencies, and private sector interaction through the cooperation of the member countries' chambers of 
commerce.Stressing that the Islamic Repub-lic, despite facing unilateral and oppressive sanctions, remains committed to constructive co-operation within the framework of the D-8, Dehqan Dehnavi said, “We hope that member coun-tries will consider our special circumstances and ensure that external restrictive measures do not hinder regional economic cooperation and integration.”
The TPO chief also expressed hope that the Cairo meeting would be a significant step to-wards achieving broader eco-
nomic cooperation within the D-8 group.

ICT minister: $20b investment required 
to enhance digital economy share

Minister of Informa-tion and Communi-cations Technology 
(ICT), Sattar Hashemi, called on Tuesday for 
a 20-billion-dollar investment aimed at increasing the share of the digital econo-my in GDP to 10% as per the Seventh De-velopment Plan (SDP).“Technology flows through all areas and aspects of our lives, and it's impossible to imagine living an hour without using communication ca-pabilities,” Hashemi said at a meeting in Kerman Province.Pointing to the fact 
that one of the most important duties em-phasized by the SDP is economic growth, specifically the digi-
tal economy, the ICT minister said, “The plan's duty is to in-

crease the share of the digital econo-my in GDP to 10%, which is currently below 5%, and to achieve this goal, we 
need a 20 billion dol-lar investment.”Stressing that digi-
tal economy means how much we have been able to utilize technology's capac-ity to make services and products more productive, Hashemi said, “To achieve the 10% share, we in-evitably must move 
towards the smarti-fication of industries 
and mines, and Ker-
man can certainly 
be a trailblazer and 
helper in this path."
The ICT minister also underscored the need for “commu-nication infrastruc-tures of appropriate quality” for digital 
transformation.“One of the issues 

on the agenda of the current government, after a century, is the migration from cop-per wire to fiber op-tic, and this large and lasting project will pave the way for dig-
ital transformation 
and the formation 
of a new economy in this field,” he said.“The smartification of industries helps s u s t a i n a b l e  e m -
ployment, and the content production 
ecosystem, which is 
extremely important, and data flows into the infrastructure, 

and all these events 
are possible with the private sector at the 
core. The important issue in this regard is that we can keep the province's elites in Kerman and make them a driving force 
for transformation and the digital econ-omy,” he added.Hashemi conclud-ed that as we move towards a digital economy, cybersecu-
rity becomes more 
important, and we are ready to advance work through inter-
action.
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Mohammad Ali Dehqan Dehnavi (front), 

the head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 

Organization (TPO), is seen at the D-8 

Ministerial Meeting in the Egyptian capital 

of Cairo on December 2, 2025.

 IRNA

Sattar Hashemi
 IRNA

Head of the Iranian Chamber of 

Commerce, Samad Hassanzadeh (L), signs 

a cooperation agreement with his Cuban 

counterpart, Antonio Carricarte Corona, 

during the Iranian business delegation’s 

visit to Cuba for the 2025 Havana 

International Fair (FIHAV) on November 

25, 2025.
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Trump’s Plan Seals Russian Gains in Ukraine

As the Ukrainian conflict approaches its fifth year, endeavors to terminate this 
asymmetric and exorbitant war, espe-cially by the White House, have become 
more conspicuous. This occurred while 
the Russian military announced on No-vember 20 that it had seized the city of Kupiansk, one of Ukraine’s principal bastions in the Kharkiv region.Valery Gerasimov, chief of the Russian General Staff, stated in a meeting with Vladimir Putin that their forces are ad-vancing on all fronts and reported prog-ress in the regions of Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Pokrovsk, and Sieversk. The city of Kupiansk, which had approx-imately 55,000 inhabitants before the war, was occupied for several months in 2022 by the Russian army, but following a counteroffensive that resulted in the liberation of most of the Russian-oc-cupied territories in Ukraine’s Kharkiv province in September of the same year, it was recaptured by Ukrainian forces. General Gerasimov added that Russian forces continue to expand their zone of control in the Dnipropetrovsk region in 
east-central Ukraine, where they entered last summer, and in the Zaporizhzhia region in southeastern Ukraine, where they have advanced in recent weeks af-ter months of a practically stagnant front 
there. Mr. Putin also stated in this ses-
sion that they possess their own duties and objectives, that the principal point is unconditional attainment of the goals of 
the special military operation, and that the Russian people have placed their hopes in the leadership of the country and the armed forces and are awaiting the necessary results of the special mili-
tary operation.Simultaneously, on November 19, 2025, several Western media outlets revealed details of a new peace plan for Ukraine, which members of the teams of Vladi-
mir Putin and Donald Trump had been secretly working on without inviting 
Ukraine or the European Union to the negotiations. This 28-article docu-ment largely reiterates the Kremlin’s 
maximalist demands. It appears that this plan is not regarded as realistic in 
Ukraine, nor in the West, and paradox-ically not even in Russia. According to this plan, Russia could pay rent for Don-
bas to Ukraine. So, this plan requires 
Ukraine to relinquish the Donbas re-gion entirely to Russia and to restrict its 

armed forces. In return, Russia would return parts of the occupied territories in the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson prov-
inces to Ukraine.Johann Wadephul, Germany’s foreign minister, stated that Berlin had received no official information from its Ameri-can ally regarding this plan, which had 
been secretly prepared by the White 
House and inspired by Trump’s 20-ar-ticle plan to achieve a cease-fire in the Gaza war.Jean-Noël Barrot, France’s foreign min-ister, also stated regarding this plan 
that Ukrainians desire peace — peace that is equitable and respects the sov-ereignty of all, peace that is durable and does not undermine protection against future aggressions — and peace cannot 
be capitulation.
Simultaneously, Marco Rubio, United States secretary of state, wrote on X that Washington will continue to pre-pare a list of possible ideas for termi-nating this war, based on the partici-pation of both sides of the conflict, and that the attainment of a durable peace requires both sides to accept difficult 
but indispensable concessions.
In Ukraine, President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky stated that Ukraine supports any strong and equitable proposal from Trump to terminate this war. However, he added, “The main thing for stopping the bloodshed and achieving lasting 

peace is that we work in coordination 
with all our partners and that American leadership remains effective, strong, and brings peace that will last long.”Of course, Ukrainian officials acquaint-ed with this plan have stated that it largely corresponds to the Kremlin’s maximalist demands and is therefore completely unacceptable for Ukraine. 
Western analysts, especially Ukrainian ones, also believe that whatever is now 
presented as a new peace plan has no relation to peace; it is a plan for the gradual capitulation of Ukraine, and all 
theses contained in it entirely reiter-ate Putin’s position stated almost four years ago. Conversely, Russian experts believe that this is not a plan but rather a synthesis of genuine, practical, and be-nevolent proposals, and that apparently this agreement envisages the transfer of 
Donbas by Ukraine to Russia.
In Brussels as well, there is no opti-mism regarding this plan, since Kaja Kallas, the EU’s chief diplomat, states that for any plan to become feasible, the support of Ukrainians and Euro-
peans is required. Elina Valtonen, Fin-land’s foreign minister, also stated that it appears the provisions of the peace plan were drafted in Moscow, and they entirely disregard the principles of the UN Charter and the juridical concept of territorial aggression.The reality is that the ensemble of 

NATO countries — especially the Unit-ed States — and even the populations, particularly the elites, of both Russia and Ukraine have become fatigued by the continuation of this war. NATO no longer possess a significant inclination for financial and military support for Kyiv. Washington also believes that Rus-sia has become sufficiently debilitated and no longer possesses the capacity to assert itself as the world’s second 
military power, and, on the other hand, Trump requires synergistic cooperation with Moscow for the implementation of some of his sweeping and ambitious projects from the West and East Asia to 
Latin America.In sum, although the rapid termination of this war serves, above all, the inter-ests of the two nations of Ukraine and Russia, it may have additional conse-quences in the geopolitical dimensions of the European continent and other re-gions of the world. It may confirm the 
hypothesis that the war in Ukraine has been a conflict among the great powers 
and will also be concluded by them. Therefore, surrounding states and gov-ernments must remain vigilant so that they do not become among its victims or secondary beneficiaries.
The full article was first published in  
Persian by the Institute for Political and 
International Studies.

Expert on Eurasian affairs

By Ali Beman  
Eghbali Zarch

O P I N I O N

Peace in Ukraine;  
very near or very far?

The reality is that 
the ensemble of 
NATO countries — 
especially the United 
States — and even 
the populations, 
particularly the 
elites, of both Russia 
and Ukraine have 
become fatigued 
by the continuation 
of this war. NATO 
no longer possess 
a significant 
inclination for 
financial and 
military support for 
Kyiv. Washington 
also believes 
that Russia has 
become sufficiently 
debilitated and no 
longer possesses the 
capacity to assert 
itself as the world’s 
second military 
power, and, on the 
other hand, Trump 
requires synergistic 
cooperation with 
Moscow for the 
implementation 
of some of his 
sweeping and 
ambitious projects 
from the West and 
East Asia to Latin 
America.

Russian service members hold a Russian flag in a park in Kupiansk, the Kharkiv Region, Ukraine, in this still image taken from a 
video released on November 21, 2025.

 RUSSIAN DEFENCE MINISTRY

The map shows areas where the Institute for the Study of War assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against 
Ukraine, but do not control as of November 23, 2025.

 THE GUARDIAN

From left to right: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, Russian President Vladimir Putin, and US President Donald Trump
 ANTHONY GERACE/THE ECONOMIST
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“The Ukrainian conflict should never have happened, and would not have happened if I were President.” — Donald Trump on Truth Social, September 2022As the war in Ukraine stumbles into its endgame, analysts from the contesting sides will be evaluating the wins and losses in the struggle for power and dominance among Europe’s nations and other countries of the world having a stake in the outcome. What are the po-litical and economic advantages gained or lost in this conflict supereminent in the arena of international geopolitics since it first started?For now, it is clear that the 28-point peace plan currently providing the basis of a post-war settlement will have two winners — Russia and the United States. Both will be gaining strategic and eco-nomic advantages from what appears to be an asymmetrical plan requiring sig-nificant territorial concessions on the part of Ukraine.An examination of the points likely to emerge from what could be the final Ukraine–Russia agreement provides the following list of potential gains and loss-es for the five key players in what has been amongst the deadliest wars in Eu-ropean history, and which ranks as one of the most casualty-intensive conflicts since World War 2. 
Ukraine For Ukraine, the end of active hostili-ties is likely to result in a loss of terri-torial sovereignty in Crimea, Donetsk, Luhansk, and other Russian-occupied areas. Its military is to be capped at a yet unresolved number, and no foreign troops are to be stationed on its soil. There will effectively be a ban on NATO membership — one of the catalysts of the war — though this is to be bal-anced by security guarantees already denounced as “vague”.On the positive side, Ukraine will re-ceive reparations primarily through a reconstruction fund financed in part by $100 billion in frozen Russian assets — a proposal which Russia has rejected as amounting to “theft” — and an addition-al $100 billion investment from Europe.Whatever the amount of reparations and resources poured into reconstruction, it can never make up for the devastating combination of hundreds of thousands of military and civilian casualties, mas-sive displacement of over 11 million 
people, and hundreds of billions of dollars in economic and infrastructure damage that the present generation and future Ukrainians have to bear.
European Union (EU)For the EU, the end of a devastating war on its doorstep has brought no territori-al gain or enhanced security. Its war-ori-ented and fear-mongering policies have not produced any advantage against Russia. Rather, it has deepened internal divisions within the EU and undermined cohesion on how to engage with Russia.Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, which share a border with Russia and have imposed multiple rounds of sanc-tions, have taken big hits to their econ-omy. The alleged threat of a Kremlin in-vasion has driven tourists and investors away, and sanctions have effectively shut down cross-border trade, which is unlike-ly to resume or recover anytime soon.Forced by Trump to drastically increase their defence budgets, EU member na-tions will find that whatever additional funding is provided, it is unlikely and unable to ensure greater security against Russia’s nuclear weaponry. An arms race in Europe, which the EU has committed itself to, will result in greater losses for the continent’s people due to significant economic and social costs, increased political fragmentation, dependence on external suppliers, and heightened se-curity risks and instability. It will also 

make the prospect of a nuclear conflict breaking out in Europe more likely.
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO)Whilst avoiding direct military confron-tation with Russia, NATO has seen its 
expansion plans in Ukraine, Georgia, and other potential countries from the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) thwarted. Just as important is its loss of prestige and standing as a power-ful and potent political-military alliance with its professed peace-keeping princi-ples now seen by many as meaningless or hypocritical.NATO’s 32 member countries have a combined military force and defense spending far exceeding that of Russia. This includes superiority in personnel, air forces, and naval assets. But its military resources and industrial capacity, as well as financial resources, have been unable to provide a quick or delayed victory.As Ukraine’s military defeat is now al-most inevitable, the end of the war is also seeing greater internal political disarray and coherence, particularly concerning long-term strategy and the relevance of NATO within Europe and in a multipolar world order.
Russia The war in Ukraine has been enormous-ly costly for Russia, with estimates sug-gesting the direct economic cost is over $200 billion. Russia has also suffered a devastating human toll, with hundreds of thousands of casualties. However, Pu-tin’s primary strategic objective to block NATO expansion into Russia’s eastern flank has been successful. Ukraine is now in the process of being neutralized and demilitarised. At the same time, it is highly probable that the territorial gains provided by the 2022 referendum in the four regions that were formerly part of Ukraine — as you may know, Donetsk, Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson vot-ed overwhelmingly to formally join the Russian Federation — will be recognised and legitimized.Also significant are the likely econom-ic outcomes, even if modifications are made to the current peace plan in the attempt to push back on what is re-garded as a US- and Russian-concocted agreement incorporating the maximal-ist demands of Putin. With the lifting of sanctions, Russia will see its reintegra-tion into the global economy take place.Perhaps most significant is that it will restore Russia’s image as a major and respected global power. Within Russia, the peace deal is seen as a clear victory for Putin achieved on his own terms. The framing of the war’s conclusion as a tri-umph that has secured Russia’s national interest will undoubtedly enhance the Kremlin’s and Putin’s domestic and in-

ternational prestige and standing.
United StatesUS policy during Biden’s presidency was defined by its leadership of NATO and the provision of sustained military and financial support for Ukraine’s defense. The mission ostensibly to help Ukraine defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity saw the US become Ukraine’s largest military backer, providing bil-lions in direct military aid, including ad-vanced weaponry and intelligence.With Trump replacing Biden as the president, it is claimed that Trump’s re-alignment of American foreign policy in Europe — culminating with the peace agreement plan — will end US financial and military involvement in Ukraine’s war, reduce the drain on US resources, and prioritize an “America First” foreign policy approach.Other key gains claimed include:
• Financial benefits and reconstruc-
tion Involvement: The proposed peace plan includes provisions where the US would receive 50% of the profits from investments in Ukraine’s reconstruction. There is also the potential for US compa-nies to gain access to Ukraine’s natural resources, including critical rare-earth elements.
• Leveraging alliances for greater Eu-
ropean contribution: By conditioning US support and pushing a policy where the US sells weapons to NATO allies who then pass them to Ukraine, Trump can claim to benefit US industry.
• Demonstrating diplomatic lever-
age/power: By pursuing a separate US-Russia peace process and potential-ly recognizing Russian territorial gains, Trump can claim to demonstrate US power.
• Potential of Russian reintegration: A core part of the proposed plan involves 

the potential reintegration of Russia into the global economy and a lifting of sanc-tions, which could lead to renewed trade and economic cooperation, benefiting US business interests. A big unknown is the potential of Russia as an ally against China, which both Republican and Dem-ocratic party leaders see as America’s existential rival in the world.
Beyond calculus of geopoliticsThe scale of recent combined military casualties (killed and wounded) for Ukraine and Russia may run to over a million. The casualty count, along with its exten-sive debilitating socio-cultural, political, and economic impacts, will certainly be the focus of historians and others inves-tigating the origins of the war while they debate whether the war was prevent-able or avoidable.Besides questioning its inevitability — if President Trump is right, this war should never have taken place — ana-lysts should also be focusing on how or why the combat and its horrific toll were permitted to go on for so long.The possibility that Western leaders and their decision-making staff — Joe Biden, Boris Johnson, Rishi Sunak, Keir Starm-er, Emmanuel Macron, Friedrich Mertz, and others instrumental in encouraging the war and its prolongation — have as much, if not more, blood on their hands as their Russian and Ukrainian coun-terparts, is not as far-fetched as it may appear to be. This question should be a fundamental concern for all skeptical of the propagan-da of government explanations and the supportive narratives in the mainstream media, in any pursuit of an independent, objective, and critical account of the war.
The article first appeared on Eurasia  
Review.

Ukraine War; geopolitical gains, losses
Economic historian and 
policy analyst

By Lim Teck Ghee

A N A L Y S I S

Whilst avoiding 
direct military 
confrontation with 
Russia, NATO has 
seen its expansion 
plans in Ukraine, 
Georgia, and other 
potential countries 
from the Collective 
Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO) 
thwarted. Just as 
important is its 
loss of prestige 
and standing as a 
powerful and potent 
political-military 
alliance with its 
professed peace-
keeping principles 
now seen by many 
as meaningless or 
hypocritical.

From left to right: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a Ukrainian T-72 tank, French President Emmanuel Macron, President of 

the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, and Russian President Vladimir Putin
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Senegal setback sends Iran  

into President’s Cup

For Iranian karateka Atousa Golshad-
nejad, the objective was clear as she 
headed to Cairo: to capture gold at the 
World Karate Championships.
That goal was achieved on Sunday, 
when Golshadnejad secured her place 
in Iranian sporting history by winning the country’s first-ever women’s gold 
in 27 editions of the sport’s flagship in-
ternational event, defeating defending 
champion Li Gong of China 4-2 in the 
-61kg showdown.
The victory capped off a glorious in-
ternational season for the 22-year-old 
Iranian, who had already captured a 
second Asian gold medal and a Ka-
rate 1-Premier League title earlier 
this year, before winning the ultimate 
prize at the Islamic Solidarity Games in 
mid-November.
“One of my primary goals was always to 
win gold at the World Championships,” 
Golshadnejad told IRNA. “I wanted 
to be a worthy representative for the 
girls of my country, and now that I 
have done so, I am overjoyed to have 
brought this honor to Iranian karate.”
The road to the top of the podium was 
demanding. “The level of competition 
was extremely high as every weight 
class featured the world’s top 32 com-
petitors,” she noted.
Golshadnejad opened her campaign 
with consecutive wins over Camer-
oon’s Dzeu Nelly (8-0) and Uzbekistan’s 
Sevinch Otaboyeva (2-1), then drew 
with Latvia’s Beata Girvica (0–0) to fin-
ish atop the Pool 6 table and advance 
to the round of 16, where she overcame 
Chile’s Bárbara Huaiquiman by hantei 
(decision).A 5–0 quarterfinal victory over neutral 
athlete Maryia Azarava of Belarus was 
followed by a 4-1 semifinal win against 
Tunisia’s Wafa Mahjoub in a repeat of their Islamic Solidarity Games final.Reflecting on the final against her ac-
complished Chinese rival, Golshadnejad 
said: “I had faced her twice before — 
one win, one loss. A final always car-
ries its own kind of pressure. I made 
a couple of early errors and gave up 
two points. Then I realized I couldn’t 
just wait for her to slip up. I had to take 
the initiative. With crucial guidance 
from the head coach, I adjusted my ap-
proach, scored four straight points, and 
closed out the win.”

That decisive voice in her corner be-
longs to Pegah Zangeh, a former Asian 
champion who also serves as Golshad-
nejad’s personal mentor and trainer. 
Their partnership has fueled the Irani-
an athlete’s trophy-laden rise.
“We have complete, mutual trust,” Gol-
shadnejad explained. “She is like an 
older sister to me. Even when I was behind in the final, her faith and her 
words gave me tremendous motivation 
to turn things around. I’m glad I could finally repay all her dedication and ef-
fort.”
Behind the champion’s determined 
composure on the tatami lies a deep story of family sacrifice.
“This gold belongs to my parents, espe-
cially my father,” she said. “For 12years, 
every single day, he drove me kilome-
ters to the training hall, waited for 
hours until practice ended, and drove 
me home again. He always told me, ‘You 
will become a world champion one day.’ Now I’ve finally reached the day he en-
visioned. I truly owe this medal to him.”
Even so, Golshadnejad is conscious of 
the “great responsibility” that comes 
with her newfound status as the ‘gold-
en girl of Iranian karate.’“I don’t fixate on titles or labels. My fo-
cus is straightforward: to be a proper 
representative for my country and for 
all Iranian girls,” she stated. “Iran’s fe-
male karatekas have created so many 
proud moments in recent years, bring-
ing genuine joy to the nation. We have 
been fortunate to serve as worthy rep-
resentatives.”
At such a young age, Golshadnejad’s 
trophy cabinet already boasts the 
sport’s most prestigious golds at the 
World and Asian Championships, as 
well as the Islamic Solidarity Games, 
with the Asian Games crown remaining 
the missing piece of glory in her career 
– one that could be achieved at Aichi–
Nagoya 2026.
“I move forward step by step, with a 
plan,” she said. “Our immediate focus 
is the Asian Championships. I must succeed there first, and then I will shift 
my full attention to the Asian Games.”
In Golshadnejad, Iran has found more 
than a champion; it has found an icon 
of perseverance, a testament to familial 
love, and a humble yet powerful voice 
for a generation of girls dreaming of 
their own golden moments on the 
world stage.

Iran suffered a third successive defeat 
at the IHF Women’s Handball World 
Championship in Germany and the 
Netherlands, falling 30-21 to Senegal 
in Group B of the preliminary round.
The result saw Senegal join Hungary 
and Switzerland in the main-round 
phase, while Iran will continue in Presi-
dent’s Cup Group I, which also features 
Croatia, Uruguay, and Paraguay.
Senegal showed determination from the first whistle to secure a main-
round spot, opening with a 4-0 run 
and holding Iran scoreless for six 
minutes.
However, the momentum shifted 
as the midpoint of the first half ap-
proached. Senegal began making 
mistakes and rushing its attacks, 
while Iran stepped up its game. The 
contest remained tight for almost 20 
minutes, but when Senegal pushed 
ahead to 13-8, it seemed the African 
side would close the half comfortably.
Iran had other plans. The team found 
a way through Senegal’s 6-0 defense, 
repeatedly reaching right wing Hani-
yeh Karimi, who led the charge in the first half. From trailing 12-16, Iran 
produced a 3-1 run to cut the deficit 
to 15-17 at halftime.

Senegal entered the second half with 
a change in goal, as Justicia Toubissa 
Elbeco finally came on and immedi-
ately made an impact, saving four 
early shots and giving her side the 
platform to pull clear. Senegal first built a five-goal lead and then ex-
tended it in the 43rd minute, when 
Dounia Abdourahim scored for 23-
17.Iran showed fighting spirit and 
pushed for more, but it was clear the 
team lacked fresh energy—especially 
when trying to break through a Sen-

egalese defense that grew more ag-
gressive as the game went on. From 
that point, things steadily slipped 
away. By the 50th minute, Senegal 
held a double-digit advantage at 28-
18 and had effectively secured the 
win.
Goalkeeper Justicia Toubissa Elbeco stood tall, finishing with a 57% save 
rate, while 12 of Senegal’s 16 players 
scored at least once. Karimi remained 
Iran’s top scorer with six goals.
Iran will resume play against Croatia 
on Thursday.

Golden girl 
Golshadnejad 
revels in fulfilled 
mission in Cairo

Women’s Handball World Championship:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Iran’s Atousa Golshadnejad poses with her gold medal on the podium at the World Karate Championships 

in Cairo, Egypt, on November 30, 2025.
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Tourism, one of the world’s key 
employment-generating indus-
tries, has become a cornerstone 
of economic growth and re-
gional development in recent 
decades.
Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince, with its diverse climate, 
rich cultural and historical 
heritage, and pristine natural landscapes, holds significant 
potential to become a leading 
tourism destination in Iran. In 
this context, connecting two 
tourism villages — Tamandan 
on the southern slopes of Taftan 
Mountain in Taftan, and Tamin 
on the northern slopes in Mir-

javeh — could mark a turning 
point in regional development. 
Currently, these villages are ac-cessible only via a difficult and 
unsafe 10-kilometer mountain 
route, chtn.ir wrote.
The existing dirt track, lacking 
safety measures, severely limits 
access for both ordinary tour-
ists and local residents, and is 
navigable only by locals with 
specialized vehicles.Officials say upgrading, secur-
ing, and asphalting this route 
would create a direct physical 
link between these two key 
tourism centers of Taftan Moun-
tain and establish a strategic 
connection between Taftan, 
Khash, and the border town of 

Mirjaveh. Acting as a second-
ary tourism corridor, the road 
would ease access to natural 
and cultural attractions, reduce traffic on main routes, and help 
distribute visitors more evenly 
across the province.
The project is expected to bring 
substantial economic and social benefits, including increased 
tourist arrivals, longer stays, 
development of local business-
es, improved livelihoods, and 
lower transportation costs.
Morteza Tamandani, a local cul-
tural activist, emphasized that 
the tourism potential of Taftan 
Mountain and the opportunity 
to connect these villages have 
long been overlooked. He said, 

“This 10-kilometer route is a 
hidden treasure. With modest 
investment and a strategic vi-
sion, it can become an economic 
lifeline for the region. Neglect-
ing this infrastructure has de-
prived the province of countless 
opportunities.” 
The Head of the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Department of Taftan highlight-
ed the technical aspects of the 
project, noting that upgrading 
the route requires detailed geo-
logical, hydrological, and road 
engineering studies. Proper im-
plementation, respecting both 
technical and environmental 
standards, would not only im-
prove access to Taftan Mountain 

and surrounding pristine areas 
but also open a new gateway to 
cross-border and international 
tourism through Mirjaveh.
Younes Mirbalochzehi added 
that realizing this project re-
quires close cooperation among 
executive agencies and the allo-
cation of national and provincial 
funding to fully harness the ar-
ea’s untapped potential.
He underlined that linking Ta-
mandan and Tamin represents 
not only a critical step in devel-
oping the province’s tourism 
industry but also a unique op-
portunity to create sustainable 
employment and improve local 
livelihoods. The project has 
been prioritized in the prov-

ince’s infrastructure develop-
ment plans, with full efforts un-
derway to secure funding and 
accelerate implementation, aim-
ing for transformative impact.
Given the economic, social, 
and tourism potential of the 
region, upgrading and as-
phalting the Tamandan–Tamin 
route is a strategic necessity. 
This initiative, envisioned as 
a “golden corridor,” could en-
sure balanced and sustainable 
development in eastern Sistan 
and Baluchestan. Expediting 
feasibility studies and securing 
the necessary funding is con-
sidered vital, requiring strong 
support from provincial and 
national authorities.

Not so long ago, with the first 
cool waves of autumn sweep-
ing down from the surrounding 
plains toward Saqi Village at the 
foot of the southern mountains 
of Gonabad, the unspoken cal-
endar of village life quietly ush-
ered in a new season. This was 
the season of preparation for the 
harsh winter ahead, and one of 
the most important symbols of 
this readiness was the “Autumn 
Oil-Making” ceremony.
Rooted in the subsistence econo-
my and traditional family struc-
tures, this ritual was far more 
than a simple culinary activity — it was a full-fledged cultural 
manifesto.
The tradition was closely tied to 
the departure of the village men. 
The cold autumn and winter in 
Saqi compelled men to travel to 
the regional economic hub of 
Mashhad. These journeys were 
not merely for gathering the 
year’s essential provisions; they 
also served as an opportunity for 
social exchange and news from 
the outside world. The primary 
commodity sought was the fresh, 
white tail fat of sheep.
These tail fats were regarded 
as the village’s “autumn cap-
ital.” When the men returned 
laden with this vital resource, it marked the official start of the 
household season. This stage also reflected the traditional 
gender division of labor in Irani-
an families: men were responsi-

ble for procuring essential goods 
from the outside world, while 
women processed and trans-
formed them within the safety 
of the home.
Mohammad Dehqan, a research-
er of folk culture, told ISNA that 
with the return of the men, the 
women’s work began. The tail 
fats were spread out on a large 
table and carefully chopped 
into as small pieces as possible. 
These fatty pieces were then 
placed in a large stone cauldron.
The folk culture researcher de-
scribed how the melting process 
began over a gentle, controlled flame. The scent of the initial 
rendering would waft through 
the village like a verbal an-
nouncement, signaling to neigh-
bors that someone’s home was 
busy with oil-making.
As the heat continued, clear, hon-
ey-colored oil separated from 
the fat. What remained at the 

end of the process was the de-
licious “Jezghaleh” — but it was 
not yet ready for consumption. 
Achieving the ideal crispness 
and aroma required a more pre-
cise process. Therefore, the hot 
Jezghaleh was gently transferred 
into clay containers (or Qadah) and 
moved to a special room.

Dehghan explained that this 
room was cool and dimly lit. The 
Jezghaleh would remain there for three to five days, being 
turned over daily to remove all 
moisture, eventually transform-
ing into crispy, salty bites that 
were a favorite treat for children.
He added that the main product 

— the pure oil — was carefully 
stored in sealed metal contain-
ers, often made of tin. These 
containers became the family’s 
oil treasury, providing a distinct flavor and warmth to Saqi’s win-
ter tables.
After the melting and drying process, the final product was 
ready for storage. The oil was 
poured into metal vessels made 
from a tin and zinc alloy, sealed 
tightly with screw-on lids.
Dehqan explained that these 
containers were considered the 
best storage solution because 
they were impermeable and 
non-reactive with the oil. Each 
household had several contain-
ers, each dedicated to a different 
stored product. Sheep tail fat oil gave a distinctive flavor to Saqi 
dishes — a taste unlike any mod-
ern oils.
He emphasized that the process 
represented a complete social 

cycle. The autumn oil-making 
ritual was not just about produc-
ing oil; it was a practical school 
of household economy. From a 
young age, children learned how 
to manage resources and appre-
ciate the value of every morsel, 
lessons that remained part of 
daily life in the village.
He added that in folk culture, 
homemade oil was considered a 
symbol of blessing. Oil produced 
with effort and in the presence 
of the entire family was believed 
to bring positive energy to the 
household table. This was a 
metaphysical concept embedded 
in the local economy, still cher-
ished in the memories of older 
generations.
With changes in lifestyle and 
the arrival of factory-produced 
oils, many of these labor-inten-
sive steps have become obso-
lete. The researcher explained: 
“Today, Saqi, like many other 
villages, buys its oil from stores. 
But the absence of that process, 
the missing aroma, and the long 
conversations around the caul-
dron have created a gap in the 
village’s collective memory.”
He noted that although modern 
machinery has made the work 
faster, speed has not replaced 
the quality of lived experience. 
Back then, Jezghaleh was more 
than just a snack; it was a mor-
sel whose saltiness you mea-
sured yourself and whose crisp-ness you verified with your own 
hands. This authenticity is lost in 
industrial products.

Road project to boost tourism  
in Sistan and Baluchestan
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Men, women practice centuries-old oil-making in Saqi village
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I ra n’ s  P re s i d e n t  M a s o u d 
Pezeshkian called on citizens 
not to divide “people into insid-
ers and outsiders” and pledged 
that the government would 
stand “hand in hand” with per-
sons with disabilities and the 
wider public to improve the 
country.
He made the remarks at a cer-
emony in Tehran marking the 
International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities on December 
2, president.ir reported.
Pezeshkian highlighted the de-
termination and creativity of 
people with disabilities, saying 
what he witnessed was “a les-son” and reflected the message 
of a book presented to him, 
“Bad events are a gold mine.”
He noted that the early days of 
his administration had been 
marked by challenges, but ad-
versity revealed opportunities 
that might otherwise have been 
overlooked.
He outlined his government’s 
plan to mobilize citizen ca-
pacities through neighbor-

hood-based initiatives, stress-
ing that public participation is 
key to solving national prob-
lems.
“If anyone thinks challenges 
can be overcome without the 
support and engagement of 
the people, they are mistaken,” 
Pezeshkian said. “By relying on 
all citizens, regardless of gen-
der, language or ethnicity, no 
problem is insurmountable.”
The president acknowledged 
the impact of uneven devel-
opment and pledged that his 
administration would focus on 
balancing opportunities and 
resources.
He emphasized that improving 
conditions for people with dis-
abilities is a priority, though the 
government alone cannot solve 
all challenges. “With citizens’ 
participation, we can overcome any difficulty,” he said.
Pezeshkian also praised the 
involvement of citizens in ad-
vancing educational justice. He 
recounted moving examples, 
such as a mother who, despite 
losing her child in an accident 
and lacking a home, donated 

compensation to build a school. 
“If we rely on the people, no 
challenge is insurmountable,” 
he added.Officials from the Ministry of 
Cooperatives, Labor and Social 
Welfare and the State Welfare 
Organization outlined ongoing 
programs to enhance accessi-
bility, rehabilitation, and the 
social participation of persons 
with disabilities. Pezeshkian 
described these efforts as evi-
dence of trust in the capacities 
of disabled citizens and their 
potential to drive social prog-
ress.
During the ceremony, eight in-
dividuals with disabilities and 
several rehabilitation profes-
sionals were honored for their 
contributions. Two awardees 
shared their experiences of 
overcoming personal chal-

lenges with state support. One 
presented Pezeshkian with the 
book that had inspired his ear-
lier remarks.
Pezeshkian said, “We bow be-

fore your abilities, and above 
all, your will and persever-
ance.” He added that external 
pressures or attacks could not 
break a determined nation. 

“With your support, we stand 
ready to build our country bet-
ter and ensure we are never a 
source of shame to the people,” 
he said.
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Iranian  actress  Fate-
meh Sadeghi received a 
diploma of merit for best 
actress for her perfor-mance in the short film 
‘The Scapegoat’ at the 
11th edition of One Shot 
Terrassa City of Film in 
Terrassa, near Barcelona, 
Spain.The film, written and di-
rected by Ali Fard, was 
also chosen as a nominee 
for Best Screenplay at this 
year’s Milton Keynes Film 
Festival in the UK, ILNA 
reported.
‘The Scapegoat’ has al-
ready charted an impres-
sive international festival 
run. It previously collect-
ed Best Director at Moon 
Arts Film Festival in Italy, 
won Best Foreign Film at 
Arts & Short Film Festival, 

earned Best Screenplay at 
the US-based KIIFF and a 
diploma of merit for di-
recting at Italy’s I Corti Dei 
Fabbri Festival.The film has been submit-
ted to a total of 29 inter-
national festivals. Among 
them are the Bahia Inde-
pendent Film Festival in 
Brazil, Ocean City Film 

Festival in the United 
States, Touchstone Inde-
pendent Film Festival and 
the US-based BOOM! Film 
Festival.
Its cast includes, besides 
Sadeghi, actors such as 
Amir Shams, Nima Qase-
mi, Mahnaz Ansari, Mehdi 
Omidi, Sobhan Rouhnejad 
and Hossein Doosti.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities

President calls for citizen support, 

inclusivity for the disabled

Iran to create 3,000 new rural green stays 

in two years: Minister

The Iranian government plans to 
establish 3,000 new eco-tourism 
lodges across rural villages over 
the next two years, Iran’s Minister 
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts, Reza Salehi-Amiri, 
announced on Tuesday.
That vision signals a broader 
push to channel tourism devel-opment firmly toward “national 
interest,” he told representatives 
of the country’s tourism industry 
at a meeting of professional trade 

associations in Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.
The project aims to stem rural 
depopulation, preserve cultural 
identity and generate new in-
come streams.
Salehi-Amiri outlined what he 
called three possible scenari-
os for the coming period, from 
“status-quo” to “stability” to “re-
newed crisis”, depending on re-
gional dynamics.
He urged tourism associations to 
act as the ministry’s “link to soci-
ety” and its “advisory arm” in en-
forcing regulation, especially for 
lodging and hospitality services. 
Under the eco-tourism drive, one 
rural village could host at least one officially sanctioned lodge.
He called the increasing demand for five‑star hotels a “vote of con-fidence” in tourism’s revival.
He also signaled efforts to 
streamline exit-taxes for overseas 
travel and museum-ticket levies, 

and to ensure that health-tour-
ism, cultural tours and handi-
crafts work in tandem.
On unauthorized lodging, the ministry prefers dialogue first. 
But if informal “guest houses” fail 
to register for licenses, author-
ities will resort to legal enforce-
ment.
Salehi-Amiri added that govern-
ment policy going forward will 
prioritize upholding human dig-
nity, highlighting commitments to 
improve access for staff with dis-
abilities, including special accom-
modations in travel, workplace 
facilities and discounted rates at qualified hotels.
He described the eco-tourism 
plan as a bridge linking village 
livelihoods with cultural pres-
ervation, “Keeping villagers at 
home is equivalent to safeguard-
ing the culture and art of Iran.” Authorities expect the first wave 
of new lodges by late 2026.

Spanish one-shot festival awards 

‘The Scapegoat’
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The fourth International Multi-
media Festival of Cultural Her-
itage in Iran has drawn sub-
missions from 25 countries, 
organizers said on Tuesday, 
with more than 6,000 unique 
works now entered by domes-
tic and international artists.
Speaking at a coordination 
meeting at the Fajr Hall of the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism and Handicrafts, fes-
tival secretary Mehdi Faraji 
said 5,900 pieces from Irani-
an creators have already been 
received, alongside 130 works 
from abroad.
“The trend clearly indicates a 
strong ‘appetite’ among artists 
for this year’s festival,” he add-
ed, IRNA reported.
The event has grown steadily 
since its debut in Yazd with 
2 ,900 entries ,  fol lowed by 

3,700 in Qazvin and 4,500 in 
Shiraz. This year Khuzestan 
hosts the festival, signaling the 
organizers’ focus on decentral-
izing cultural activities across 
the country.
Workshops led by heritage ex-
perts will run alongside the 
competitions, while a touring 
photography exhibition will 
reach 10 cities in Khuzestan 
province. A newly added sec-
t ion,  “Future Guardians of 

Heritage,” targets children and 
adolescents and has already 
attracted significant interest.
Faraji also said the festival will 
recognize prominent artists 
and leading media outlets cov-
ering the event.
A week-long Khuzestan cul-
tural celebration, showcasing 
performances and traditions 
from various ethnic groups, 
will precede the closing cere-
mony.

25 countries submit record entries to Iran’s heritage festival
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