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Tehran, Beijing mull 
expansion of cultural ties 
in high-level arts meeting
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The relationship between the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan goes beyond mere geo-
graphical proximity. It represents a pro-
found narrative of historical, cultural, 
and civilizational kinship rooted in the 
longstanding and unbreakable bonds 
between the peoples on both sides of 
the Aras River. These deep ties are so 
intricately woven into the fabric of our 
societies that imagining the history, 
literature, art, religion, and identity of one without the other is difficult. In this 
narrative, the political borders drawn 
on maps are just lines, while hearts and 
shared heritage have beat in unison for 
centuries.
A glance at contemporary history re-
veals that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has, at every critical juncture, been a re-
liable partner and steadfast supporter 
for its brothers north of the Aras. When 
the breeze of independence began to blow, Iran was among the very first 

countries to recognize the indepen-
dence of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and 
by promptly upgrading its consulate to 
an embassy, it sent a clear message to 
the world of its all-out support. This 
support continued in the early years of 
consolidating Azerbaijan’s national sov-ereignty through significant assistance, 
and even during the long period of the Karabakh conflict, Tehran’s principled 
policy consistently rested on respect 
for territorial integrity and the return 
of occupied territories.
Perhaps the passage of time has blurred 
some truths, but historical documents 
testify that the “Tehran Declaration” of May 1992 was the first international 
document in which Armenia explicitly 
recognized the territorial integrity of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan—a docu-
ment that underscores Iran’s pivotal 
and benevolent role during that critical period. Our firm support in the United 
Nations and the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation has also consistently af-firmed this principled policy.
Today, this relationship—bolstered by 
its historical foundation—has expand-
ed in multiple dimensions of economic 

and transit, political and security, and 
cultural and social. This combination of 
historical interconnectedness, concrete 
support, and multifaceted cooperation 
has elevated Iran-Azerbaijan relations 
far beyond simple neighborhood ties, 
opening bright horizons for sustainable, 
long-term cooperation in line with the 
shared interests of the two nations.
In the realm of connectivity and geo-
politics, Iran’s role as a reliable and 
vital partner is indisputable. Over the 
past 34 years, based on its neighborly 
and humanitarian responsibility, Iran 
has provided the Autonomous Repub-
lic of Nakhchivan with access to other 
regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
through its territory. Throughout these 
years, even at the height of external pressures or political fluctuations, Iran 
never allowed the connection between 
Nakhchivan and mainland Azerbaijan to 
be severed.
Today, to further facilitate and improve 
this access, the “Aras Corridor Project” 
is being pursued with determination. 
This strategic project is not only a tran-
sit route but also a symbol of the two 
countries’ resolve to diversify com-

munication pathways. Currently, four 
other border crossings between the 
two countries operate round the clock, 
serving as vital arteries for trade and 
passenger movement. But the encour-
aging news is that with the imminent 
completion and commissioning of the “Kalaleh-Aghband” bridge, the fifth bor-
der crossing between the two countries 
will begin operation. This new crossing 
will create fresh opportunities for eco-
nomic cooperation and complete the 
regional connectivity puzzle.
Iran-Azerbaijan relations are multifac-
eted, and one of their most important 
dimensions is cooperation in energy 
and water resources. The Aras River, 
which was once a symbol of separation 
in the literature of the two countries, 
has now become a symbol of connec-
tion and cooperation. Numerous joint 
border projects including dams and 
power plants are underway. The con-
struction and operation of several hy-
droelectric power plants are on the 
agenda of both countries. Some are al-
ready active, and work on others is pro-
gressing rapidly. In addition, the inter-
connection of electricity grids and gas 

pipelines between the two countries 
ensures regional energy security. We 
are planning for electricity exchange 
and for a trilateral grid connection 
with Russia, which would transform 
the Caucasus into an energy hub. In the 
gas sector as well, gas-swap agreements 
to supply Nakhchivan are being imple-mented, reflecting the depth of mutual 
trust.
In the political sphere, consultations between senior officials of the two 
countries are ongoing. Although bilat-
eral relations have experienced ups and 
downs in recent years—a natural oc-
currence between neighbors—the over-
all trajectory has been positive, with the 
clear resolve of both countries’ top of-ficials to overcome misunderstandings 
and expand these relations compre-
hensively. Reciprocal delegations and 
recent meetings, especially the two vis-
its of Iran’s President Masoud Pezesh-
kian to the Republic of Azerbaijan, and 
the agreement to continue presidential 
meetings in the near future, affirm the deter-
mination of both Tehran and Baku to 
enhance relations.

Tehran and Baku; a neighborhood shaped by history, a partnership toward future
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian disembarks from a plane as he arrives in Astana, 

Kazakhstan on a state visit to the Central Asian nation on December 10, 2025.
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Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (2nd-R) meets with 

visiting heads of Chinese and Saudi delegations, Waleed 

al-Kharaji, Saudi Arabia’s deputy foreign minister, and 

Miao Deyi, China’s vice foreign minister, in Tehran on 

December 9, 2025. 

 IRNA

 
Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian 
condemned on Tuesday the US mili-
tary deployment in the Caribbean and 
the coast of Venezuela, describing it as 
a dangerous precedent that threatens 
global security.
“The US government’s deployment of a war fleet to the Caribbean and the 
coast of Venezuela under baseless 
pretexts is a completely illegal action, 
a violation of international norms, and 
a dangerous precedent that threatens 
global peace and security,” Pezeshkian 
said in a phone call with his Venezue-
lan counterpart, Nicolas Maduro.
Since late August, the US has deployed 
the world's largest aircraft carrier to the Caribbean, accompanied by a flo-
tilla of warships, under the pretext of fighting drug traffickers.
The US military has conducted some 

20 air strikes against suspected drug trafficking vessels in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific, killing over 80 
people.
Venezuela says that the US anti-drugs 
campaign in the region is a pretext 
to overthrow Maduro and seize the 
country's oil reserves.
US President Donald Trump has re-
peatedly accused Maduro of oversee-
ing a drug cartel.
In his phone conversation, Pezeshki-
an reiterated Iran’s support for the 
independence, security, and stability 
of Venezuela.
“We are closely following develop-
ments in the Caribbean region and the 
movements of the United States, and 
we declare our full solidarity with the 
government and people of Venezuela,” 
he said.
“Iran considers Venezuela its true 
friend and ally and supports this 

country in all circumstances, especial-
ly in the current sensitive situation,” 
he noted.
Maduro, for his part, expressed appre-
ciation for Iran’s constant support for 
the government and people of Vene-
zuela
“Our nations have always been unit-
ed, and over the years, by establish-
ing strong relations, they have been 
able to provide a model of friendly 
relations for peace, cooperation, and 
development,” he said.
Addressing the heightened tensions in 
the Caribbean, Maduro slammed the 
US actions as “provocative, unneces-
sary, and contrary to the United Na-
tions Charter.”
“The false claims of the US against the 
noble Venezuelan people have been 
met with opposition from world pub-
lic opinion, even within the US, as well as the firm opposition of our people,” 

he noted.
Maduro emphasized that the Vene-
zuelan people remain united in de-
fending “peace, independence, and 

truth,” adding that they are “stronger 
and more united than ever, and are in-
creasingly prepared to achieve peace 
and victory.”
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Now, with the resolution of the Kara-bakh conflict, the South Caucasus is 
on the threshold of 
a new era—a new 

environment that presents a golden 
opportunity for peace, stability, and 
shared development. Our deep belief 
is that security and stability in this 
region are not imported goods; they 
can only be achieved through the 
participation of regional countries 
and without foreign interference.
At a time when West Asia is grap-
pling with the return of the ten-
sion-inducing and unilateral policies 
of the Trump administration and 
the dangerous adventurism of the 
Zionist regime and Netanyahu, the 

vigilance of Tehran and Baku in safe-
guarding mutual interests through 
stable, tension-free, and predictable 
relations is vital. Any factor that 
disrupts the region’s geopolitics in 
undesirable ways is abnormal and 
requires joint prudence.
Undoubtedly, achieving sustainable 
stability requires a comprehensive 
outlook, avoidance of schemes that 
disregard the vital interests of neigh-
bors, the utilization of indigenous 
capacities, and the recognition that 
our intertwined security demands 
intelligence and discernment—en-
suring that foreign actors whose 
interests lie in instability do not in-filtrate the brotherly relations of the 

two countries.
We emphasize that the new region-
al environment offers a favorable 
ground for strengthening conver-
gence and expanding purposeful economic cooperation in the fields 
of transit, energy, trade, investment, 
and people-to-people exchang-
es. The ultimate goal of advancing 
these interactions is none other 
than building a prosperous future 
for both nations. Today, the resolve of Tehran and Baku is firmly set on 
building a shared, bright, and sus-
tainable future—one in which bor-
ders become gateways of friendship 
and rivers sing the songs of cooper-
ation.

Tehran and Baku ...

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
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Iran UN envoy urges global action to end 

Gaza genocide

Iran’s UN envoy on 
Tuesday called on the 
international commu-
nity to decisively and 
immediately act against 
Israel’s genocide in the 
Gaza Strip.
Addressing the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s meeting 
marking the 10th anni-
versary of the Interna-
tional Day in Commem-
oration of the Victims of 
the Crime of Genocide, 
Amir Saeid Iravani said 
genocide could not be 
erased through silence, 
underscoring that con-
fronting genocide was 
not optional, but a legal 
and moral duty.
“Preventing genocide 
is not just a shared as-
piration; it is a binding 
obligation under inter-
national law, and a sol-
emn duty owed to hu-
manity. It is indeed our 
collective responsibility 
to prevent and punish 
genocide wherever and 
whenever it threatens”, 
Iravani said.
Referring to reports by 
the Independent Inter-
national Commission 
of Inquiry on the Occu-
pied Palestinian Terri-
tory that present deeply 

alarming conclusions 
regarding acts amount-
ing to genocide by Israel 
in the Gaza Strip, he said 
Israel had repeatedly and openly defied inter-
national law, violating 
international humani-
tarian law and interna-
tional human rights law 
in ways extensively doc-
umented by UN mecha-
nisms.
“The International Court 
of Justice in its advisory 
opinion has already de-
scribed genocide against 
the Palestinian people in 
Gaza. Israeli military op-
erations have resulted 
in unprecedented kill-
ing and serious harm, 
the imposition of total 
siege and starvation, 
systematic destruction 

of healthcare and edu-
cation systems as well 
as acts of sexual violence 
and widespread torture, 
direct targeting of wom-
en and children, wide-
spread attacks on cul-
tural and religious sites, 
and the obstruction of 
life-saving humanitarian 
aid. These acts cannot be justified, minimized, 
or obscured.”
The envoy urged the 
United Nations to lead 
efforts to end Israel’s 
atrocities and uphold 
the dignity of  victims of 
genocide. 
He also pointed to the 
role of certain Western 
media platforms in jus-
tifying genocide.
“We must confront the 
role of certain Western 

media platforms whose 
distortion and dehu-
manizing rhetoric have facilitated the justifica-
tion of these genocidal 
acts. As the Special Rap-
porteur, Ms. Albanese, 
has highlighted in her 
report, many Western 
states have facilitated, 
legitimized and even-
tually normalized this 
genocidal campaign, re-
producing colonial nar-
ratives and Israeli dis-
tortions of international 
law, all while hiding be-
hind diplomacy.”
Israel launched an all-
out aggression on Gaza 
in October 2023 after a 
Hamas operation in the 
occupied territories that 
had come as a response 
to decades of Israeli 
occupation and aggres-
sion.
The war has so far 
claimed the lives of 
around 70,400 Palestin-
ians, mostly women and 
children.
The victims include 
hundreds who have 
been killed during daily 
Israeli violations since 
early October when Tel 
Aviv supposedly agreed to a cease-fire deal with 
Gaza’s Hamas resistance 
movement.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said on 
Tuesday that Iran pursues a "strong re-
gion" free from "disruptive interference" 
by certain extra-regional powers.
The top diplomat made the remarks in 
Tehran on Tuesday, meeting with senior 
envoys from Beijing and Riyadh following 
the countries’ third trilateral meeting, 
Press TV reported.
Araghchi stressed that lasting stability 
and security in the region required col-
lective cooperation among the regional 
states.
He, meanwhile, praised China’s “construc-
tive approach” to West Asian issues and 
underlined the Islamic Republic’s com-
mitment to strengthening ties with its 
neighbors, including Saudi Arabia, under 
its good-neighborliness policy.
He highlighted the “growing trajectory” 
of Tehran-Riyadh relations across areas 
of mutual interest, noting continued con-
sultations between the two sides, particu-
larly at the foreign-minister level.
Araghchi also identified China’s role in 
reinforcing international peace and sta-
bility, supporting multilateralism and the 
rule of law, and bolstering cooperation 
across the developing world as “very im-

portant.”
He noted that Tehran and Beijing were de-
termined to use all available capacities to 
expand bilateral relations.
For their part, the heads of the Chinese 
and Saudi delegations, Waleed al-Kharaii, 
who is Saudi Arabia’s deputy foreign min-
ister, and Miao Deyi, China’s vice foreign 
minister, thanked Iran for hosting the tri-
lateral session and affirmed their coun-
tries’ readiness to broaden cooperation 
with Tehran “in all fields.”
The meeting, attended by Majid Takht-Ra-
vanchi, Iranian deputy foreign minister 
for political affairs, concluded with the 
signing of a joint document by the three 
deputy foreign ministers.
A section of the document underscored 
Beijing’s readiness to continue support-
ing and encouraging the steps taken by 
Tehran and Riyadh to strengthen their bi-
lateral ties across multiple domains.
In March 2023, after several days of in-
tensive negotiations hosted by China, Iran 
and Saudi Arabia agreed to resume their 
diplomatic relations and reopen their em-
bassies and diplomatic missions following 
seven years of estrangement.
The countries had severed their ties in 
January 2016 after Riyadh’s execution of 
Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, a prominent Shia 
cleric, prompted angry protesters to 
storm the Saudi Embassy in Tehran.

Iran seeks ‘strong region free from 

foreign interference’: FM
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Aluminum output climbs 3% 

in first eight months

Iran’s aluminum ingot output 
rose by around 3% during the first eight months of the cur-
rent Iranian year, which began 
on March 21, reaching more 
than 410,000 metric tons, 
IRNA reported on Wednesday.Data from the Iranian Mines 
and Mining Industries De-

velopment and Renovation 
Organization (IMIDRO) showed four major aluminum ingot 
producers collectively manu-factured 411,351 metric tons 
in the period.
This compares with 400,425 
metric tons produced during the same timeframe last year, reflecting a nearly 3% year-
on-year increase in output.

Economy  Desk

Iran eyes $3b trade with Kazakhstan 

as president visits Central Asia

Iran’s exports to Russia set to hit $1.2b by yearend amid $30b trade target push: Chamber

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said 
Wednesday that his visits to Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan offer a strategic opening 
to deepen economic, cultural, and regional 
cooperation, with a high-level Iranian busi-
ness delegation accompanying him on the 
trip.Speaking in Tehran ahead of departure, Pezeshkian said Iran aims to significantly 
raise its approximately $400 million current 
trade volume with Kazakhstan, as reported 
by his website.According to Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, bilateral 
trade over the past 10 months totaled $360 
million.
The president arrived in Astana on Wednes-day evening for an official bilateral visit, 
where he was welcomed by the country’s deputy prime minister and deputy foreign 
minister.
In Tehran, he emphasized that both nations possess untapped capacity for collaboration 

not only bilaterally but also through multi-lateral platforms including the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), BRICS, the 
Eurasian Economic Union, and the Econom-
ic Cooperation Organization (ECO).Technical working groups and joint com-
missions have already held preparatory talks, finalizing agreements across sectors 
such as economy, industry, mining, trans-
port, tourism, culture, trade, and transit, 
according to the president.The Kazakhstan leg of the trip, conducted at the official invitation of President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, reflects Tehran’s intent to reinforce ties with fellow Muslim-majori-
ty nations and promote regional stability, 
Pezeshkian added.
Following the Kazakhstan visit, the Irani-
an delegation will head to Turkmenistan, 
where an international summit revolving 
around peace will be held with several heads of state in attendance.
In parallel, the Iran-Kazakhstan Trade and 
Economic Cooperation Seminar convened 
in Tehran, where Samad Hassanzadeh, 

head of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, outlined 
concrete mechanisms to accelerate bilateral 
commerce, IRNA reported.
Hassanzadeh reported that bilateral trade 
over the past 10 months totaled $360 mil-
lion — $243 million in Iranian exports and $115 million in imports from Kazakhstan — yielding a positive trade balance for Iran. However, he stressed that the current figure remains far beneath the two countries’ ac-
tual potential.
With Kazakhstan’s gross domestic prod-
uct exceeding $288 billion, Hassanzadeh 
described it as a pivotal Eurasian economy and one of Iran’s most important partners 
in Central Asia.
He highlighted the recently implement-ed Iran-Eurasia free trade agreement as a “golden opportunity” for Kazakhstan to ac-cess markets in the Persian Gulf, South Asia, Africa, and parts of Europe via Iran, while 
positioning Iran as a regional distribution hub for Central Asian goods. Officials from both sides argue that with targeted reforms and removal of non-tariff 

barriers, bilateral trade could reach $3 bil-
lion — a more than eightfold increase from 
current levels.

Iranian exports 
to Russia are projected to 

r e a c h  $ 1 . 2 
billion by the e n d  o f  t h e 

current Iranian 
calendar year on 

March 21, 2026, marking a 
20% year-on-year increase, ac-
cording to Kambiz Mirkarimi, a board member of the Iran-Russia Joint Chamber of Commerce.
Mirkarimi described the export 
trend to Russia as consistently 
upward and emphasized that 
achieving a bilateral trade vol-ume of $30 billion in the coming 
years is “entirely attainable.”
Russia has a $300 billion import 
market, which in some years ex-
ceeds that amount, but Iran’s cur-rent share of this market is less 
than 0.5%.
Mirkarimi noted that even cap-turing just 10% of this market 
would enable Iran to reach the 
$30 billion trade target within five to six years.
Total trade between Iran and 
Russia is expected to reach ap-
proximately $3 billion by the end of the year, with the trade balance 
gradually moving toward equilib-

rium. Despite recent growth in 
commercial exchanges, Mirkarimi 
stressed that the real potential for trade between the two coun-tries is significantly higher.The private sector accounts for the majority of Iran’s exports to 
Russia, a dynamic that supports 
broader domestic business activ-
ity, he said.
Until 2019–2020, bilateral trade 
remained low and heavily skewed toward Iranian imports from Rus-
sia. At its peak during that period, 
Iranian exports to Russia barely 
reached $400 million. Howev-er, the implementation of Iran’s 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with 
the Eurasian Economic Union in 2019 triggered a dramatic shift 
— exports surged by more than 60% in the first year alone.
FTA sparks export surge
According to Mirkarimi, Western 
sanctions and the withdrawal of several foreign competitors from the Russian market have further eased the path for Irani-
an goods. Last year marked the first time Iranian exports to Rus-
sia surpassed $1 billion, and that upward trajectory is expected to 
continue in 2025–2026.Over 60% of Iran’s exports to Russia consist of food products, particularly winter fruits and vegetables sourced from south-ern Iran, filling a supply gap 

created by Russia’s limited do-
mestic production during colder 
months, he said. “In recent years, the range of Iranian exports has also diversified significantly — 
beyond traditional items like dried fruits and tomato paste to 
include petrochemicals, plastics, 
chemicals, and even gas turbines.”
Mirkarimi added that more than 85% of traded goods between the two countries now benefit from zero-tariff treatment under the Eurasian FTA, a condition that, if sustained, could further deepen 
commercial cooperation.

Infrastructure investments 
bolster trade corridorsSignificant infrastructure de-

velopments have facilitated this trade expansion, the joint 
chamber member said. The In-
ternational North-South Trans-
port Corridor (INSTC) has be-
come more active, supported by 
substantial investments in rail, road, and port infrastructure. 
Additional measures include an 
increase in Caspian Sea shipping 
capacity and upgrades to cus-toms facilities.
With Western markets largely 
closed to it, Russia has pivoted 
eastward and increasingly views 
Iran as a strategic transit route, 
Mirkarimi said, adding that this shift has intensified pressure on 
Iran’s southern ports, heighten-ing the need for further infra-

structure investment.
Banking relations have also 
improved, with most currency 
exchanges now conducted in 
rubles and rials to minimize re-
liance on the US dollar, he noted.

Barriers to bilateral tradeDespite favorable external con-ditions, Mirkarimi identified do-
mestic regulatory hurdles that constrain Iranian traders from fully capitalizing on existing 
opportunities. Key among them are the multi-tiered foreign ex-
change rates and the complex, bureaucratic process for allo-cating foreign currency. Iranian importers, he noted, face long queues for access to foreign ex-
change — constraints that do 
not exist in Russia, where the 
exchange rate is market-deter-mined and freely floating.
Strategies to boost exports
Enhancing Russian companies’ familiarity with Iranian prod-
ucts and strengthening Iran’s 
presence at prominent trade fairs in Russia are critical to ex-
panding market share, he said. 
However, high exhibition costs have prompted calls for govern-ment-backed subsidies from in-
stitutions such as the Iran Cham-ber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), 
the Trade Promotion Organiza-

tion (TPO), and the International 
Exhibitions Company.
Mirkarimi stressed the urgent 
need to establish an operational ICCIMA office in Moscow, which 
has not yet been realized but 
could serve as a vital support structure for Iranian private-sec-
tor exporters.
According to the chamber mem-ber, Iran faces stiff competition in the Russian market from 
countries like China, India, and 
Turkey — nations that have suc-cessfully promoted their goods 
and secured notable market 
shares. Mirkarimi argued that 
Iran possesses similar poten-tial but requires the removal of 
restrictive, command-style eco-
nomic policies to unlock its ex-
port capacity.
He underscored that boosting 
exports is especially vital given that many Iranian manufacturing 
units currently operate below 
capacity. Export growth, he said, 
can simultaneously generate foreign currency and stimulate 
domestic production.With the recent signing of a 
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership Agreement between Iran 
and Russia on January 17, 2025, 
the Russian market — particu-
larly as a neighboring economy — represents one of Tehran’s 
most promising trade opportu-
nities, Mirkarimi concluded.

Renewables capacity reaches 3,165 MW, 
solar accounts for 66%: SATBA
A senior Energy Ministry official 
said Iran’s operational renew-able energy power plants enjoy a combined capacity of 3,165 
megawatts, with solar energy accounting for 66% of the total.Deputy Head of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
Organization (SATBA) Hamid Reza Azimi told IRNA that as of No-
vember 21, 2025, the country’s 
total installed power generation 
capacity stood at 97,909 mega-watts, of which 3,165 megawatts came from renewable sources.
SATBA’s earlier data showed more than 2,700 megawatts of 
renewable capacity in operation on November 1. The figure has 
now risen to 3,165 megawatts, representing a growth of rough-
ly 17%.

Renewables still account for only 3.2% of Iran’s total electricity generation capacity of around 
97,909 megawatts.
According to Azimi, renewable 
energy sources currently sup-ply more than 45% of electricity 

across the world.
Azimi said Iran’s renewable 
energy capacity is expected to 
reach 5,000 megawatts by the end of the current Iranian year in 
March 2026. At the present time, 
318 renewable power plants are 

active in Iran’s electricity market.
Within Iran’s renewable ener-
gy mix, solar power represents 
66%, grid-connected distributed generation plants account for 15%, and wind farms make up 
14%. Small hydroelectric plants 
contribute 4%, while biomass 
and expansion turbine plants each account for 1%.
Renewable and clean power 
plants generated 2,621 million kilowatt-hours of electricity 
during the last Iranian year, 
which began on March 21, 2024. 
By November 21, 2025, pro-
duction in the current year had 
already reached 2,716 million 
kilowatt-hours, Azimi added.
In the past month alone, wind 
power plants generated 35 mil-
lion kilowatt-hours, while solar 
plants produced 195 million 
kilowatt-hours, he said.
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian arrives in Astana, Kazakhstan, on December 10, 2025.
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Foreign Powers Planting Seeds of Persian Gulf Discord

The GCC, in its most recent 
communiqué, has reiterated 
its previous allegations about 
the three Iranian islands, and 
it appears that this repetition 
has become more pronounced 
in the past two years. With 
what objective do the leaders 
of the Council articulate these 
allegations when no substan-
tiating evidence corroborates 
them?
IRANI: The discourse regarding 
the three islands and the allega-
tions about them has existed for 
a while, and usually the Emir-
ates and the Council articulate 
these allegations collectively in 
their communiqués. As of late, 
in the joint meetings they hold 
with various regional and Euro-
pean interlocutors, they insert 
this clause concerning the is-lands in the final communiqués 
as well. The allegation that the 
Emirates holds possesses little 
reality and is primarily situated 
within the framework of exert-
ing pressure, both psycholog-
ically and politically, upon the 
Islamic Republic.
In the era before Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution, this same situation 
existed. They intermittently ex-
pressed objections, but at that 
time, the regional conditions 
were different. The Arabs, par-
ticularly the Arabs of the Per-
sian Gulf littoral, did not have 
a favorable political situation 
and were compelled, in the face 
of the threats that Iran posed 
against them, to attempt, within 
the bounds of their expediency, 
to diminish their articulation of 
such allegations or to attenuate 
and mollify the tenor of their 
statements.
After the Revolution, for various 
reasons, this window of oppor-

tunity expanded for the Emira-
tis. From the outset, their con-
cerns — within the framework 
of the slogans of the Revolution, 
the export of the Revolution, and 
the indirect threats that would 
emerge — increased their mo-
tivations for articulating such 
an issue. Then, the matter of 
the Israeli-imposed war of the 
1980s and the support for Sadd-
am and the concordance of the 
Arab countries with one anoth-
er within this framework caused 
them to think that through polit-
ical pressures against Iran, they 
could advance their views in ac-
cordance with Saddam’s policies 
and the war leaders.
It may be said that every condi-
tion that emerged in the region 
contributed to this situation; 
among them were the disrup-
tion of Iran’s relations with cer-
tain states, the problems that 

arose with Saudi Arabia, and 
the role of the Council, which, 
through the pressures and indi-
rect guidance of other countries, 
together with the motivations 
of the Emirates concerning the 
increase of pressures — at least 
psychological and political pres-
sures — against Iran, prolonged 
this dispute.
In my opinion, now, in the cur-
rent situation, the Emiratis nat-
urally sense that Iran’s region-
al standing has become more 
weakened than in the past; the 
regional conditions are not in 
Iran’s favor, and Iran’s deter-
rence in diverse domains has 
been enfeebled. Therefore, their 
tone, diction, and allegations 
concerning the issue of the is-lands have intensified.
In several recent communi-
qués of the Persian Gulf Coop-

eration Council, they have ex-
pressed concern about Iran’s 
attention to the development 
of these islands and to con-
struction on them. What is 
the origin of this concern of 
the Emirates and the Persian 
Gulf littoral states?
They preferred that the situa-
tion remain in its current form, 
meaning, in truth, that no party 
— neither Iran nor the Emirates 
— take any action. Of course, the 
Emirates fundamentally possess 
no milieu for presence on the 
islands or involvement in their 
management, but they preferred 
that the conditions remain thus 
and that no development, in de-
sign or in practice, occur.
It is natural that when con-
struction takes shape, and civil 
activities appear, especially on 
Abu Musa Island, they react and 
declare that Iran is undertaking 

measures that alter the cur-
rent situation and consolidate 
its own existence. Iran departs 
from the conditions they desire, 
and with increased construc-
tion, population, and civil activ-
ities on these islands, moves to-
ward stabilization; on this basis, 
it is natural that they react.
However, my conviction is that 
more than being concerned about 
increased Iranian movements, 
these reactions emerge from the 
situation I mentioned. They sense 
that now, more than in the past, 
they are prepared to intensify 
their tone, diction, and positions 
about Iran and to steer tensions 
somewhat toward a direction that 
allows them to persuade certain 
international circles to increase 
pressure against Iran.

In this statement, it is alleged 
that either Iran should ac-
cept negotiations regarding 
the islands or they will com-
plain to international forums. 
How logical and lawful is the 
request for negotiation con-
cerning these islands, and 
what consequences might the 
threat of complaint to inter-
national forums have for Iran, 
and is such a matter usual and 
customary in international re-
lations?
This matter is not a new dis-
course and has one old condi-
tion. The Islamic Republic, from 
the outset, has declared its po-
sition in this regard: negotiation 
pertains to a circumstance in 
which you accept that an issue 
is contested with the other side, 
but when no document exists in-
dicating that the Emiratis share 
sovereignty over these islands 
or any portion of them, such that 
negotiation could be based upon 

Iranian isles in Persian Gulf not up 
for negotiation: Former envoy

I N T E R V I E W

Preserving Tehran’s vigilance in region necessary

The most recent communiqué of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) reiterates dated allegations about the three islands be-
longing to Iran. The leaders of the Southwest Asian states, in their most recent gathering, asserted that they are concerned about 

Iran’s construction projects on the three islands belonging to it, and declared that Tehran must initiate negotiations about these islands with the United Arab 
Emirates, and otherwise the Emirates will appeal to international institutions. Allegations that have been responded to by Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and several other officials.
Esmaeil Baqaei, the spokesperson of Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in reaction to these allegations, said: The Iranian islands of Abu Musa, the Greater Tunb, and the Lesser Tunb 
are indivisible components of the territorial domain of Iran, and any territorial allegation regarding them is intrinsically baseless and invalid, and is manifestly incompatible with the 
principle of respect for the territorial integrity of states and also with good neighborliness. The repetition of an unfounded allegation concerning a portion of a country’s territory does not alter geographical 
and historical realities, and from a juridical standpoint, creates no right for the claimant.
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, the speaker of the country’s Parliament, while condemning the unfounded allegations articulated, emphasized: These baseless and ridiculous allegations, which are generally 
declared following the instigation of other states, are in conflict with the principles of respect for the territorial integrity of countries and with good neighborliness. Our recommendation to the neighbors 
is that they not test the resolve of the Iranian nation to defend its territorial integrity and the Iranian islands of the Persian Gulf, which are integral to Iran. We have always sought to establish stability 
and to expand peace and respect for the principles of good neighborliness, and the same is expected from the neighbors. It is also expected from the government to allocate special attention in next year’s 
budget bill to securing the financial resources and preparing the preliminaries for implementing Article 61 of the Seventh National Development Plan Law for the development of the Iranian islands of the 
Greater Tunb, the Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa.
The continuation of these statements and the alleged concerns by the GCC, and its implications and objectives, were subjects of discourse with Mohammad Irani, a Middle East analyst and our country’s 
former ambassador to Kuwait and Jordan, the full text of which follows:

My conviction is that 
more than being 
concerned about 
increased Iranian 
movements, these 
reactions emerge 
from the situation 
I mentioned. They 
sense that now, 
more than in the 
past, they are 
prepared to intensify 
their tone, diction, 
and positions about 
Iran and to steer 
tensions somewhat 
toward a direction 
that allows them to 
persuade certain 
international circles 
to increase pressure 
against Iran.

European Union and Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) leaders and officials pose for a family photo 
during the joint EU and GCC summit, in Brussels, Belgium, on October 16, 2024. The statement, published 
after the summit, repeated the UAE’s baseless claims to three Iranian islands.

 REUTERS

Iran’s Minister of Roads and Urban Development Farzaneh Sadeq Malvajerd breaks the ground to mark a 
housing project on the island of Abu Musa, southern Iran, on November 5, 2024.

 news.mrud.ir

The Iranian flag is portrayed over a historical map that shows the three islands of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa were 
always part of Iran (colored in Orange).

 PRESS TV

Mohammad Irani
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Since the inception of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
triumphant Revolution, the 
cardinal tenet of its foreign pol-
icy has been the expansion of 
fraternal, amicable, and good-
will relations with neighboring 
states, particularly the Arab 
governments of the Persian 
Gulf. This policy, immutable and 
steadfast over four decades, 
has demonstrated, in pivotal 
regional junctures, Iran’s pro-
found valuation of peace and 
stability among adjacent na-
tions.
Notwithstanding such good-
will, for years, certain Arab 
states of the Persian Gulf have 
endeavored, through gratuitous 
provocations instigated by the 
United Arab Emirates, to vitiate 
these amicable relations. By 
promulgating incendiary com-
muniqués concerning the three 
Iranian islands and asserting an 
illusory sovereignty thereupon, 
the UAE strives to dismantle the 
constructive and convergent 
milieu cultivated among region-
al countries. Such comportment 
neither aligns with the tenets of 
international law nor accords 
with geopolitical realities. The 
UAE must apprehend that it 
fundamentally lacks any lo-
cus standi for advancing such 
claims.
Iran vigorously upholds its 
territorial sovereignty, having 
incontrovertibly demonstrated, 
during the Iraqi-imposed war, 
its refusal to capitulate even 
against a formidable interna-
tional coalition comprising 
the United States, NATO, Arab 

states, and European coun-
tries. Nonetheless, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, with unwav-
ering fortitude, persevered. 
The UAE, which now adopts a 
posture of power-seeking aspi-
ration through its statements, 
ought to assimilate these ve-
racities.
The security of the Persian Gulf 
is indivisible. Should Iran’s se-
curity be imperiled, the secu-
rity of no Arab state within the 
region shall endure. Security 
constitutes an interconnect-
ed whole; the destinies of all 
nations bordering the Persian 
Gulf are interwoven. Security 
is neither procurable by pecu-
niary means nor importable, 
and under no circumstance is 
it ensured by reliance upon the 
United States, the United King-
dom, or other extra-regional 
hegemonies.
For decades, Persian Gulf coun-
tries have disbursed billions of 
dollars to the United States, yet 
the corollary has been perpetu-al conflict, insecurity, extortion, 
and instability. Sustainable se-
curity has never been, nor will 
it ever be, engendered by the 
presence of foreign military 
forces.
The UAE has comported itself 
beyond its actual capacities in 
Yemen, Sudan, and even with-
in regional political processes, 
adopting a malevolent role. Its 
actions have contributed nei-
ther to regional stability nor 
peace but rather heightened 
crises. The UAE, involved irre-
sponsibly in numerous regional 
dossiers, now advances unten-
able claims regarding the trio 
islands as a stratagem to ob-
fuscate its regional failures by 
inciting nationalist fervor.
Economic growth, advance-
ment, and regional prosperity 
can only materialize through 
collective security. No develop-mental enterprise can flourish 

in an environment bereft of se-
curity.
The Zionist regime brazenly 
assails whenever it discernibly 
perceives an opportunity with-
in the regional balance — be 
it in Syria, Qatar, or Lebanon. 
These acts underscore that ab-
sent unity among regional na-
tions, the Zionist regime shall 
target each independently.Recent visits by officials from 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Pa-
kistan to Tehran epitomize a 
paradigm shift in regional per-
ception. States have culminated 
in the conviction that security 
must originate intrinsically 

from the region itself, through 
neighborly collaboration. An 
emergent security order aims to diminish American influence and curtail Zionist infiltration 
into the Persian Gulf.
Regional countries have recog-nized that America profits from 
discord rather than stability. 
Hence, a regional security ar-
chitecture predicated on trust, 
dialogue, and cooperative en-
gagement must be established.
The UAE’s accession to the 
Abraham Accords has preclud-
ed its integration into collective 
regional security. The UAE has 
become excessively hubristic, 
mistakenly presuming it can 
enact a distinct role by reliance 
upon Zionists. This delusion is 
fraught with peril.
Conversely, Saudi Arabia has 
stipulated a critical condition 
for peace, cognizant that no 
enduring peace can materialize 

absent resolution of the Pales-
tinian issue.
Should the UAE disregard re-
gional realities, its presump-
tuous conduct shall ultimately 
rebound detrimentally. Singular 
security within this region is an 
impossibility; no nation can ex-
tricate itself from the collective 
security framework.
The UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, and all oth-
er regional states must, under 
these exceptional circumstanc-
es, advance towards direct dia-
logue and security cooperation. 
The Persian Gulf possesses the 
potential to become the most 
secure region worldwide, pro-
vided its countries abandon en-
mity and unfounded assertions, 
pursuing instead the paths of 
rationality and convergence.

The full article first appeared in 
Persian on ANA.

Iran’s trio islands test of UAE’s rationality
From collective security to singular crisis-mongering

Iran’s former 
ambassador to 
Lebanon

By Ahmad 
Dastmalchian

O P I N I O N

it, negotiation is nullified. This 
has always been Iran’s condition.
This position is important be-
cause some insist that if Iran 
is indeed rightful, it should ne-
gotiate with the other side and 
convince it, but Iran will not ne-
gotiate concerning any matter in 
which it sees absolutely no dis-
pute and is unequivocally certain 
that the islands belong to Iran 
and the other side has no share 
in them. Essentially, participating 
in any meeting for resolving this 
issue confers upon the other side 
the right and the impression that, 
in any case, these allegations 
hold some weight. Therefore, this matter of negotiation is nullified 
in essence.
The discourse concerning 
tribunals or complaints to 
various international courts 
is treated likewise. All inter-
national adjudicatory institu-
tions that examine such cases 
must possess the consent of 
both parties. The Emiratis are 
entirely aware that as long as 
Iran is not willing and does not 
desire to introduce this matter 
in international forums, and 
fundamentally holds no belief 
in raising this matter, their 
complaint will not advance. 
Therefore, it is predominantly 
the same rhetorical discourse 
that has been articulated in re-
cent communiqués.

Some analysts, in the dispute 
between Iran and the Emir-
ates over the islands, do not 
consider even the possibility 
of military conflict improba-
ble. How probable is the oc-
currence of such an event?
It does not appear that the Emir-
atis are in a condition to possess 
the capability for military con-flict with Iran over the islands. 
They know that they are far 
more vulnerable to enter into such a conflict with Iran. Be-cause when conflict begins, the 
issue is not merely the islands; 
when two sides enter war, all 
capabilities of both sides are 
exposed to threat, and the side 
more exposed to peril is the Emirates. Therefore, I find it im-
probable that they would enter 
such a situation.
On the other hand, if they desire 
to rely on international powers, 
including, for instance, the Unit-
ed States of America, it does not 
appear that the Americans wish 
to endanger their own interests 
in the region because of an out-
dated issue. Their own percep-
tion is that these islands have no 
connection to the Emirates and 
that the matter is more political. 
This is because the discourse 
is exceedingly dated and has 
been discussed repeatedly in 
American juridical and political 
circles; it has been examined in 

tribunals and various institu-
tions outside the region, both 
in Europe and in America. The 
Emiratis are not in a condition 
that enables them to impose 
their position upon Iran. I do not 
believe that either the Emiratis 
or the Americans now possess 
any motivation to enter a stage 
of military interference and mil-itary conflict.
Among your remarks, you in-
dicated that the United States 
and certain other powers are 
truly cognizant that this mat-
ter is political and that these 
islands belong to Iran. What 
is the reason that, in recent 
years and concurrently with 
the articulation of these alle-
gations by the Emirates, cer-
tain states support them?
In certain instances, the mat-
ter certainly revolves around 
putting pressure upon Iran. 
Ultimately, they possess the 
allegation and the belief that 
Iran has exerted a series of 
threats against the Arab states 
in the region. So, they support 
their positions in this manner. 
But certainly, this matter is po-
litical.
However, in certain instances, the 
reasons are not merely related to 
pressure upon Iran; other rea-
sons exist, among them political 
relations, broader economic rela-

tions with the Emirates, and also 
the interests and expediencies 
that various parties pursue. They 
sometimes, without regard to 
the matter of their relations with 
Iran and even, perhaps, by plac-
ing both sides on the scales and 
assessing expediency, reach the 
conclusion that relations with the 
Emirates are of greater impor-
tance for them. Therefore, they 
attempt to support Abu Dhabi’s 
view, and solely to the extent of 
a communiqué. Although for us, 
even this much is unacceptable. 
No patriotic person in Iran will 
accept that, for example, Russia 
or China or certain parties that 

have close relations with Iran 
sign a joint communiqué with-
in the same framework that the 
Emiratis desire.

How should Tehran’s reaction 
in the face of these allegations 
and actions be so that the 
least harm is inflicted upon 
national interests?
In my opinion, we must not 
exhibit a passive posture con-
cerning this matter. After ev-
ery communiqué of theirs, Iran 
usually immediately issues a 
communiqué and refutes and 
rejects their positions, and this 
condition has persisted thus 

for years. When they intensi-fied their actions with the as-
sistance of other regional and 
international interlocutors and 
in the form of issuing commu-
niqués, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran also undertook practical 
measures within the islands. 
Therefore, in my opinion, this 
time, as well, the situation 
proceeds thus and is repeated. 
The Emiratis themselves had 
declared in the past that they 
are following this pattern and 
issued these communiqués 
symbolically, and the Iranians, 
in relation to this matter, pro-
vided the requisite response.
At present, I do not observe an 
alarming situation, but Iran’s 
vigilance must increase so that 
extra-regional parties do not 
interfere and do not enter this 
affair. Because, in any case, the 
conditions are not such that we 
can obtain assistance from the 
international environment for 
this important matter. There-fore, when the conflict is a polit-ical conflict between two sides, 
we must attempt to ensure that 
extra-regional parties, meaning 
those outside this framework 
of the Council, do not enter into 
this tension between the Iranian 
and Emirati sides.

The interview first appeared in 
Persian on IRNA.

The UAE has 
comported itself 
beyond its actual 
capacities in 
Yemen, Sudan, 
and even within 
regional political 
processes, adopting 
a malevolent role. 
Its actions have 
contributed neither 
to regional stability 
nor peace but rather 
heightened crises. 
The UAE, involved 
irresponsibly in 
numerous regional 
dossiers, now 
advances untenable 
claims regarding 
the trio islands 
as a stratagem 
to obfuscate its 
regional failures by 
inciting nationalist 
fervor.

The Iranian flag is being raised in Abu Musa, one of the three Persian Gulf islands 
retaken by the Iranian Imperial Navy, in 1971 after British forces withdrew.

 WIKIMEDIA

Ahmed Al Mansuri, founder of 
the Crossroads of Civilization 
private museum, passes by a 
painting presenting the UAE and 
Israel friendship at an exhibition 
commemorating the Holocaust in 
Dubai, the UAE.

 AP
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Athletics

Iranians collect triple 

powerlifting golds

Urunov on target as Persepolis edges Paykan

Iran into boys’ semifinals, crashes out in girls’ last eight

Iranian athletes got off to 
a flying start at the 2025 
Asian Youth Para Games 
in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, claiming four 
medals – including three 
golds – in para powerlift-
ing on Wednesday.
Zahra Pouladi and Mahdi-
yeh Ehsani captured the 
top prizes in the women’s 
41kg and 49kg weight 
classes, respectively, while 
Amirali Rashidi won gold 
in the men’s 49kg division on the first day of action at 
the multi-sport event.
Iran’s fourth medal came 
in the men’s 54kg catego-
ry, where Mohammad-Ja-
vad Nasirimoqaddam set-
tled for silver.
Elnaz Mottaqian added an-
other silver to Iran’s tally, 

despite three successful 
attempts (56kg, 58kg, 60kg) in 
the women’s 50kg contest.
Pouladi began her cam-
paign with a successful 
65kg lift, followed by 69kg 
and 70kg attempts to se-
cure the top spot ahead of 
competitors from Uzbeki-
stan and Iraq.
Ehsani also completed a 
clean sweep of her three 
efforts, lifting 45kg, 56kg, 
and 59kg to beat the Uz-
bek and Iraqi powerlifters 
to the gold.
Rashidi, meanwhile, post-
ed successful lifts of 126kg 
and 129kg before failing at 
131kg, but his second at-
tempt was enough for the 
young Iranian to prevail in 
a tight contest featuring 
athletes from Saudi Ara-
bia, Uzbekistan, and Iraq.
A second lift of 115kg saw 

Nasirimoqaddam finish 
behind the Mongolian ath-
lete, who dominated the 
event with a remarkable 
146kg effort.
Named “Children of Iran, 
Ambassadors of Victory,” 
the Iranian delegation 
features 194 athletes – 
including 74 female com-
petitors – across 11 disci-plines at the fifth edition 
of the Games.
Iran has participated in 
all four previous editions 
of the Asian Youth Para Games, finishing run-
ner-up in the first three 
– Tokyo 2009, Kuala Lum-
pur 2013, and Dubai 2017 
– before topping the table 
in Manama 2021.
Across those four editions, 
Iran has collected 144 
gold, 139 silver, and 107 
bronze medals.

Persepolis celebrated a 
third win in four games 
in the Persian Gulf Pro 
League since Brazilian Os-
mar Viera’s appointment as 
the head coach, defeating 
Paykan 1-0 in Tehran on 
Tuesday.
Uzbekistan international midfielder Oston Urunov 
found the net with a deli-cate lob deep into first-half 
stoppage time to make the 
difference between the two 
sides at an empty Pas Qa-
vamin Stadium.
The victory saw the Capital 
Reds move atop the table 
with 22 points – one clear 
of Sepahan and two above 
archrival Esteghlal, though 
the chasing pack have two 
games in hand.
Saeid Daqiqi’s Paykan re-
mained 11th in the 16-team 
table with 14 points.

Elsewhere,  defending 
champion Tractor was 
held to a second successive 
goalless draw in the Irani-an top-flight, sharing the 
points with Qassem Hadda-
difar’s Zob Ahan in Isfahan’s 
Fooladshahr Stadium.

The result left Tractor, which 
has managed only one win in five league outings, lag-
ging in the fifth place with 
18 points, with Zob Ahan 
12th on 13 points.
In Abadan, Ali Azadmanesh 
scored from the spot in the 

second minute of added 
time in the first half to lead 
Khaybar to a 1-0 away victo-
ry over Esteghlal Khuzestan.
The win propelled Khaybar 
to fourth in the table with 19 
points, while Esteghlal Khuz-
estan is 13th with 13 points.
Struggling Shams Azar Qa-
zvin played to a 1-1 draw 
against Golgohar Sirjan at 
home. 
Reza Asadi gave Golgohar 
the lead in 63rd minute, 
only to see his goal can-
celled out by Soheil Fada-
kar three minutes, as Shams 
Azar snatched a point de-
spite playing with 10 men 
following a straight red 
card for Dariush Shojaeian 
in the 37th minute.
Shams Azar remained sec-
ond from bottom in the 
standings with 11 points, 
with Mahdi Tartar’s Golg-
ohar sitting eighth on 17 
points.

The Iranian boys’ team se-cured a semifinal spot at 
the ISF U15 World School 
Volleyball Championship in 
Shangluo, China, thanks to 
a straight-sets victory over 
the host nation on Wednes-
day.
Iran prevailed 25-17 and 
25-15 in the best-of-two-
sets contest to record its 
third successive victory in 
the competition.
The defending champion 

opened its campaign with 
a 2-0 win against Nigeria 
on Saturday, followed by 
a 2-1 triumph over Chi-
na 2 the next day, before 
seeing off Saudi Arabia 
in two sets on Monday 
to top Pool B with seven 
points.
Meanwhile, the Iranian 
girls’ team relinquished a 
one-set lead to suffer a 2-1 
(26-28, 25-22, 15-13) defeat 
against Brazil in the quar-terfinals.
Four successive 2-0 victo-

ries over India 1, Uganda 2, 
Bulgaria, and Chile had seen 

Iran dominate Pool D with 
12 points.

The football governing bodies of 
Iran and Egypt have denounced 
local organizers’ decision to 
brand the two Muslim countries’ fixture at next summer’s FIFA 
World Cup as the “Pride Match” 
in support of the “LGBTQ+”  
community, which represents 
sexual and gender minorities.
The two teams will go head-to-
head at Lumen Field in Seattle, 
Washington, on June 26 in their final game in Group G, which 
also features Belgium and New 
Zealand.
The organizing committee in Se-
attle had previously announced 
its intention to hold celebrations 
before and during one of the 
World Cup matches coinciding 
with the northwestern city’s 
Pride Weekend in late June.
The game takes place two days 
before the anniversary of the 
1969 Stonewall Riots, widely re-
garded as the beginning of the 
modern “LGBTQ+ rights”  move-
ment.
Speaking to Iranian state tele-
vision on Monday night, Mahdi 
Taj, the chairman of the Iranian 
Football Federation, said Teh-
ran and Cairo had both raised 
“objections against the issue,” 
which he blamed as an “irratio-
nal move that supports a certain 
group.”
The Seattle committee’s web-
site notes that the initiative is not affiliated with or en-

dorsed by FIFA, which famously 
banned teams competing at the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar from 
wearing “OneLove” armbands 
demonstrating support for LGB-
TI+ rights.
In a statement on Tuesday, the 
Egyptian Football Association 
said it has sent a formal letter to 
FIFA Secretary-General Mattias 
Grafstrom, rejecting “in abso-
lute terms” any activities linked 
to “LGBTQ+” support during the 
match.

The lengthy Egyptian FA state-
ment claimed the initiative 
would clash with “the cultural, 
religious and social values” of 
both Egypt and Iran, and urged 
Fifa to ensure the match would 
remain focused solely on foot-
ball.
It cited FIFA’s statutes on politi-
cal and social neutrality, arguing 
matches should not be used to 
promote causes that are “sensi-
tive or of a contentious nature.”
The statement read: “The Egyp-

tian Football Association ex-
plained in the letter that, while 
FIFA is committed to ensuring a 
respectful and welcoming envi-
ronment for all fans, and in order 
to maintain the spirit of unity and 
peace, it is necessary to avoid in-
cluding activities that could pro-
voke cultural and religious sensi-
tivities between fans present from 
both countries, Egypt and Iran, 
especially since such activities are 
culturally and religiously incom-
patible with the two countries.

“The federation also relied on 
FIFA’s established principle of 
respecting cultures and encour-
aging all parties to organize 
events in a way that respects 
the beliefs and identities of the 
participating communities.
“Therefore, in order to ensure 
that the match is held in an at-
mosphere of respect and focus 
solely on the sporting aspect, 
the Egyptian Federation cate-
gorically rejects these calls and 
demands that FIFA not hold any 

events or performances related 
to supporting homosexuality in-
side the stadium on matchday.”
The latest controversy comes 
only days after Iran had to be 
represented by a limited delega-
tion – including Team Melli head 
coach Amir Qalenoei – at Fri-
day’s World Cup draw in Wash-
ington, D.C., due to the United 
States’ refusal to issue entry vi-sas for several Iranian officials, 
including Taj.
Taj said the country will have 
to adopt contingency plans, giv-
en that its geopolitical foe may 
deny entry to members of Iran’s 
squad ahead of June’s tourna-
ment.
“We will be ready for different 
scenarios, as individuals who 
have completed military service 
in an organization not approved 
by the U.S. might face the same 
issues. We need to have backups 
for any player who is not grant-
ed an entry visa.“We have filed a complaint with 
FIFA, and I personally spoke 
with Mr. Grafström in Qatar re-
garding the matter. FIFA could have taken a firmer stance 
against the United States, and 
we expect it to do so if this hap-
pens again,” Taj said.
Iran will kick off its World Cup 
campaign against New Zealand 
at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, 
California, on June 15, before 
facing European heavyweight 
Belgium at the same venue six 
days later.

Iran, Egypt denounce ‘Pride Match’ 
branding of World Cup fixture

Dubai 2025 Asian Youth Para Games: Persian Gulf Pro League: 

ISF U15 World School Volleyball Championship:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

The Lumen Field in Seattle, Washington, U.S., will host the World Cup Group G game between Iran and Egypt on June 26, 2026.

 SOUNDERS FC

Iran’s Amirali Rashidi celebrates after a successful lift in the men’s par powerlifting 49kg event at the 

Asian Youth Para Games in Dubai, UAE, on December 10, 2025.

 IRNA

Persepolis winger Oston Urunov (R) celebrates his goal during a 1-0 

victory over Paykan in the Persian Gulf Pro League in Tehran, Iran, on 

December 9, 2025.

 IRNA

Sports Desk

 ISNA
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The Blue Mosque, as the only 
active mosque and the last re-
maining example of Iranian 
architecture in Armenia, wel-
comes hundreds of foreign visi-
tors each day.
During a recent visit by Dep-
uty Cultural Heritage, Handi-
craft and Tourism Minister for 
Tourism Affairs Anoushirvan Mohseni Bandpey, Iran officially 
submitted a request to the Ar-
menian government to launch 
a new phase of restoration for this significant historic monu-
ment. Also known as the “Jaame 
Mosque of Yerevan,” it is consid-
ered the most important Iranian 
heritage site in Armenia and, 
according to historical records, 
one of the few Islamic structures 
in the region built entirely with 
traditional Iranian brick archi-
tecture, according to chtn.ir.
The Blue Mosque, a prominent 
symbol of Iran’s historical and 
cultural presence in the Cau-

casus, stands out in Yerevan’s 
predominantly tuff-stone urban 
landscape as a building con-
structed entirely in the Iranian 
architectural tradition. In terms 
of style, layout, and decoration, 
it is regarded as one of the most significant Qajar-era structures 
located outside Iran’s borders. 
The mosque includes 28 cham-
bers, a prayer hall, a central 
courtyard, and a large open pla-
za. While parts of it have been 
restored with hand-carved 
stonework, the main structure 
has retained its authentic Irani-
an architectural identity.
According to historical docu-ments, Qajar-era travelogues, 
and archival materials in Yere-
van, the mosque was built in 
the 18th century. After periods 
of deterioration, it underwent 
a full restoration in 2000 under 
Iran’s supervision, following 
a cultural cooperation agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries. Iran has now submitted a new official proposal to Arme-

nia to begin the second phase 
of restoration, focusing on the 
preservation and revitalization 
of the mosque’s architectural 
ornamentation.
Beyond its religious and archi-
tectural importance, the Blue 
Mosque holds strategic value 
for Iran’s cultural diplomacy. 
Estimates indicate that between 
300 and 500 foreign tourists 
visit the site daily, making it one 
of the most-visited representa-
tions of Iranian culture outside 
the country.Officials from Iran’s Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts believe the Blue 
Mosque could serve as a des-
ignated center for promoting 
Iranian tourism attractions in 
Yerevan. Establishing an infor-
mation hub offering brochures, 
maps, multimedia content, and 
travel itineraries could encour-
age foreign visitors to continue their journeys into Iran, con-tributing significantly to the 
growth of inbound tourism.

The graceful presence of migratory 
swans once again echoed across the 
Solduz Wetland with the arrival of the first group of these birds, the Di-
rector General of the West Azarbai-jan Department of Environment an-
nounced.Hojjat Jabari stated that the landing of the initial flock in the Solduz Wet-
land signals a hopeful improvement in habitat conditions and reflects 
the growing international ecological 
value of the site. According to Jabari, 
environmental experts recorded 
the presence of 14 whooper swans during routine monitoring — the first 
such sighting in the country this year, 
chtn.ir wrote.
Jabari emphasized that the arrival 
of these whooper swans marks the 
beginning of the migration season. Solduz Wetland is the first wetland in Iran this year to officially register 
the presence of migratory swans. He 
explained that the birds stop in Sol-
duz to rest and feed as they continue their journey from northern regions 
to southern habitats, moving toward 
warmer environments as tempera-
tures drop.
He noted that the landing of whoop-
er swans indicates that the wetland currently enjoys favorable water con-
ditions and adequate habitat security, 
free from human disturbance and il-
legal hunting, enabling it to host this 
sensitive species. Jabari added that 
the wetland’s water supply is sus-tained by inflow from nearby rivers 
and seasonal streams around the Sol-

duz plain, surface runoff from rainfall, 
and potential partial recharge from 
local groundwater, in addition to the 
region’s designated water rights.
Jabari further highlighted that a wide 
variety of waterfowl and shorebirds 
— including whooper swans, geese, 
migratory ducks, storks, and dozens 
of other species — arrive at Solduz 
Wetland each year for wintering. 
Numerous native bird and animal 
species also inhabit the surrounding 
areas, making the wetland an ecolog-
ically rich zone.
Solduz Wetland is located on the 
southern shore of Lake Urmia, on the 
outskirts of Naqadeh. Covering an area 
of 375 hectares and situated at an av-
erage elevation of 1,277 meters above 
sea level, it serves as a crucial habitat 
for important and vulnerable bird spe-
cies that spend part of the year there.Beyond its ecological significance, 
Solduz Wetland is an important rec-
reational site for residents of Naqa-
deh as well as people from various 
cities and villages across West and East Azarbaijan provinces, offering a 
natural attraction with few compara-
ble alternatives. The region features 
long, relatively cold winters and mild 
to warm summers — a climate clas-sified as cold steppe.
The wetland is man-made, created 
in 2001 when local residents con-
structed an embankment across 
the Godarchay River between Lake 
Urmia and the current wetland loca-
tion. Today, it is fed by the Godarchay River and a significant portion of the 
drainage outlet from the Hasanlou 
Reservoir Dam.

Zandiyeh Complex of Shiraz — the endur-
ing legacy of Karim Khan Zand, the benev-
olent ruler known as Vakil al-Ro‘aya — has 
long stood among the most visited histor-
ical sites in Fars Province. Now, with its 
potential inscription on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List under review, hopes are ris-
ing that the very heart of Shiraz may soon 
secure a place on the global travel wish-
lists of international visitors.
Although Shiraz is widely recognized as 
Iran’s foremost tourist destination — cel-
ebrated as the cultural and literary capital 
of ancient Persia and as a provincial cen-
ter with 13 World Heritage properties — 
none of the city’s historical monuments 
has yet been individually registered as a 
World Heritage Site. To date, only Eram 
Garden has been listed, and that within 
the collective nomination of the “Persian 
Garden.”
Today, the Zandiyeh Complex offers Shiraz 
a new opportunity to shine more brightly 
and present itself more prominently to the 
international tourism arena, according to 
IRNA.

Comprising the Karim Khan Citadel, Vakil 
Mosque, Vakil Bazaar, and the former Di-
vankhaneh and Naqqareh-khaneh Square, 
the ensemble was constructed over sever-
al years more than 220 years ago by Karim 
Khan Zand. The citadel served as the mili-
tary and political headquarters of the Zand 
capital; the Divankhaneh housed the ad-ministrative offices; the bazaar functioned 
as the economic center; and the mosque 
and bathhouse formed the social and com-
munal heart of Shiraz during the Zand era.
Situated along the historic Zandiyeh axis, 
the complex consistently ranks among the five most visited attractions by Iranian 
tourists during peak travel seasons such 
as Nowruz and summer. Its anticipated 
World Heritage inscription could soon place it firmly on the itineraries of inter-
national travelers exploring Iran.
Salehi Amiri, the Minister of Cultural Heri-

tage, Tourism and Handicrafts, announced 
during his visit to Shiraz in November 
2024 that the Zandiyeh Complex would 
be developed and prepared for UNESCO 
World Heritage inscription. He stated, 
“The Karim Khan Zand Citadel in Shiraz 
will be expanded and is moving toward 
World Heritage listing.”
Following this announcement, steps were 
taken to bring this goal closer to reality. 
At the same time, various speculations 
emerged regarding potential obstacles to 
its achievement — each of which merits 
consideration.
The Deputy Head of Fars Province’s Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
Organization for Cultural Heritage Affair 
Sadeq Zare’ said, “The World Heritage in-
scription of the Zandiyeh Complex is one 
of this department’s main priorities, and 
Shiraz Municipality is also determined to 
see this nomination through.”
He said that every historical property be-
ing considered for inscription must com-plete a nomination file before UNESCO 
evaluators can be invited to assess its con-
ditions. He added, “The manager for the 
Zandiyeh Complex nomination has now 

been appointed and officially introduced 
by the ministry. Funding is being secured and a contract is in the final stages of con-
clusion — an important step forward in advancing this nomination file.”
Experts agree — and global experience 
has repeatedly demonstrated — that 
the inscription of a historical heritage 
site on the World Heritage List opens up 
wide-ranging opportunities for tourism in 
the host city or village. 
Amin Sabouki, university professor and 
veteran tourism expert of Fars Province, 
said, “Being listed as a World Heritage Site 
is extremely important for the recognition 
of a place, because tourists consistently 
prefer to include world heritage properties 
when choosing their travel destinations.”
In his view, the global registration of a 
historical site has profound and multi-di-
mensional impacts on both the region’s 

tourism and the inscribed property itself.
Sabouki added, “First, inclusion on the 
World Heritage List provides excellent 
publicity, making it highly effective in at-
tracting international tourism markets.” 
He noted that there is a global ‘bucket list’ 
from which many travelers choose their 
destinations, and World Heritage sites are 
prominently featured on that list.
The veteran tourism expert continued, 
“Economic development and increased 
income for residents of the host city are 
among the other positive outcomes. More tour guides find employment, hotels and other accommodation facilities fill up, 
and the businesses surrounding these 
heritage sites experience greater pros-
perity.”
Sabouki said that beyond these bene-fits, the inscription of a site on the World 
Heritage List creates strong imagery and 
branding for the host city or village — an influence that significantly enhances the 
development of the tourism economy and 
even shapes the local culture. It instills a 

sense of pride among residents and, in 
turn, raises public awareness.
He also emphasized the impact of world 
heritage listing on the improved protec-
tion of historical complexes, noting that 
afterward, both the public and authorities 
pursue the preservation of the site and its 
surrounding buffer zone with greater con-
cern — much as has been observed with 
Persepolis and Pasargadae.
However, he also pointed out that the glob-
al inscription of a historical complex may 
introduce certain restrictions, stricter reg-
ulations, and challenges for people living 
around these sites.
Nevertheless, Sabouki believes that if 
government authorities ensure that local residents share in the benefits 
of such an inscription, they will them-
selves become the leading advocates for 
its protection.
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Abdolreza Rahmani-Fazli, Iran’s ambas-
sador to China, met with Zhou Qingfu, 
president of the National Academy of 
Arts of China, discussed new pathways 
for strengthening cultural and artistic 
collaboration between the two nations.
Rahmani-Fazl i  h ighl ighted the 
long-standing cultural ties between 
Iran and China and called for the im-
plementation of the memorandum of 
understanding signed last year between 
the two academies of arts. He stressed 
that art serves as the “spirit” animating 
political and economic cooperation, un-
derscoring the need to deepen cultural 
exchanges.
Addressing global challenges, the am-

bassador noted that emerging move-
ments with shallow historical roots are 
attempting to impose Western idealism 
while eroding Eastern identity and civ-ilization. He expressed confidence that 
the ancient civilizations of Iran and Chi-
na, through cooperation, can effectively 
respond to these trends.
Rahmani-Fazli introduced the initiative 
“Art Builds Bridges”, proposed by Iran’s 
Academy of Arts, as a framework for 
collaboration. The project, aligned with 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the 
revival of the Silk Road schemes, aims 
to facilitate artistic exchanges among 
countries along the route through the 
establishment of a joint Iran-China 
secretariat. Planned activities include 
co-productions in cinema, biennial ex-

hibitions, translation of art books, and 
webinars showcasing cultural identity.
Zhou also welcomed the proposal, 
stressing that cultural exchange and 
civilizational dialogue have always 
played a vital role in bilateral relations. 
He praised the “Art Builds Bridges” ini-tiative and affirmed China’s readiness 
to support efforts that expand cultural 
and artistic cooperation.
During the meeting, attended by Iran’s 
cultural attaché in China, both sides 
discussed translation of classical works 
into Persian and Chinese, joint academ-
ic seminars, exchange of research dele-
gations, specialized exhibitions of acad-
emy artists, and collaboration in digital 
preservation of artistic and historical 
heritage.
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Tehran, Beijing mull expansion 

of cultural ties in high-level arts meeting

Iranian Rumi-inspired art exhibition opens in Turkey

 
An exhibition showcasing selected 
masterpieces of Iranian calligraphy, 
miniature painting, and illumination 
has opened at the Karatay Municipal-
ity Cultural Center in the Turkish city 
of Konya, south of the capital Ankara.The event marks the final stage of 
the cultural program “Gems from 
the Masnavi” and is part of the 2025 
Iran-Turkey Cultural Year, IRNA re-
ported.
The exhibition presents works by 
distinguished Iranian artists, includ-
ing calligraphers of master and su-
perlative ranks, alongside outstand-
ing examples of miniature painting 
and illumination. The collection fea-

tures diverse styles such as Nasta’liq, 
Shekasteh Nasta’liq, and Siah-Mashq, 
offering international visitors a viv-
id glimpse into the richness of Iran’s 
traditional arts.
The opening ceremony was hosted 
by Karatay Municipality and attend-
ed by Ghasem Nazemi, Iran’s cultur-
al counselor in Turkey; Hasan Kilca, 
mayor of Karatay; and Alireza Beh-
boudi, representative of the Iranian Cultural Office.
Created under the artistic super-
vision of Hamidreza Jamshidi, the 
works highlight the spiritual and hu-
manistic messages of Rumi’s Masnavi 
through the medium of calligraphy. 
“Konya, as the city of Rumi, is the 
best place to present arts inspired 

by his teachings,” said Nazemi at the 
ceremony, emphasizing the exhibi-
tion’s role in strengthening cultural 
ties between nations. Mayor Kilca added that the event reflects “uni-
ty, tolerance, and Rumi’s spiritual 
messages introduced to the world 
through art.”
The exhibition coincides with Shab-e 
Orous (“Night of Ascension”), a commemo-
ration cherished by followers of Rumi 
as the moment of union with the Di-
vine rather than a day of mourning.
Organized by the Art Division of 
Jahad-e Daneshgahi, Alhoda Inter-
national Cultural Institute, and the Iranian Cultural Office in Turkey, the 
exhibition will remain open to the 
public until December 17.
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Abdolreza Rahmani-Fazli, Iran’s ambassador to China shakes hands with Zhou Qingfu, president of the 

National Academy of Arts of China on December 10, 2025.
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At the 20th Session of the 
Intergovernmental Com-
mittee for the Safeguarding 
of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage, held at the Red Fort 
in New Delhi, Afghanistan 
successfully inscribed Be-
hzad’s style of miniature 
painting on UNESCO’s Rep-
resentative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity.
Afghanistan had submitted 
the nomination in 2021, 

highlighting the legacy of 
Kamal al-Din Behzad (1455–

1535), the celebrated Persian 
painter born in Herat, then 
the capital of the Timurid 
Empire and a major cultural 
center of Iran.
I r a n  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y 
achieved multinational rec-
ognition for Persian minia-
ture painting in 2020, joint-
ly inscribed with Turkey, 
Azerbaijan, and Uzbekistan 
during the 15th Session of 
the Committee.Iranian officials have noted 

that while Afghanistan may 
highlight the Herat school 
of miniature painting, Be-
hzad’s legacy is deeply tied 
to Iran’s cultural heritage. 
Alireza Izadi, the director general of Iran’s Office for 
the Registration of Histori-
cal Works, had earlier stat-
ed that such nominations 
should involve dialogue 
and mutual consent, citing 
the precedent of the joint 
registration of the musical 
instrument rebab with Af-
ghanistan.
Miniature painting, known 
for its intricate detail and 
narrative richness, reached 
its zenith under Behzad’s 
direction. His hallmark style 
combined geometric archi-
tecture with open spaces, 
dynamic compositions, 
and individualized charac-
ter portrayals. Works such 
as The Seduction of Yusuf 
(1488) remain iconic exam-
ples of his artistry.
Iranian authorities have not yet issued an official 
response to Afghanistan’s 
inscription of Behzad’s min-
iature style under its name.

 
At the closing ceremony of the Hain-
an International Film Festival, held 
on China’s Hainan Island, Iranian filmmaker Shahram Mokri’s “Black 
Rabbit, White Rabbit” was awarded 
the prestigious Golden Coconut for 
Best Film.
The honor was presented by re-
nowned artistic director Marco 
Müller and jury president Juliette 
Binoche, the acclaimed French ac-
tress, according to ISNA.
Mokri, who was attending the Red 
Sea Film Festival in Saudi Arabia at 
the time, sent a message of gratitude 
that was read aloud by Amir Esbati, representing the film’s team at the 
ceremony. Esbati expressed joy at the 
jury’s recognition, calling the award a significant achievement for the pro-
duction group.Just days earlier, the film had also 
been recognized in the festival’s 
“Emerging Talents” section, winning 
the Best Talent Award.Mokri, an acclaimed Iranian filmmak-
er, directed “Black Rabbit, White Rab-
bit”, a joint production between Tajik-
istan and the United Arab Emirates. 
Featuring a distinguished ensemble of Tajik actors, the film had already 
made waves at the Busan and Indian 

film festivals before securing screen-
ings at London and Chicago.
Produced with the support of Tajik-film Studio in Tajikistan, the project 
was shot in both Tajik and Persian. 
The cast includes Babak Karimi, Has-
ti Mohamayi, Kubriya Dilyubova, and 
Bejan Dulyatov. The screenplay was 
co-written by Mokri and Nasim Ah-
madpour, with Negar Eskandarfard 
serving as producer.
“Three seemingly unrelated stories 
woven together into a mysterious 
whole, marked by meticulously cho-
reographed long takes, dark humor, and flashes of magical realism that 
embody Mokri’s playful meta-cine-matic puzzle,” reads the film’s syn-
opsis.
Distributed internationally by 

DreamLab Films, “Black Rabbit, 
White Rabbit” has also been select-ed by Tajikistan as its official sub-
mission for the Best International 
Feature category at the Academy 
Awards.
This marks Mokri’s fourth feature film. His debut, Fish & Cat (2013), 
won the Special Orizzonti Award 
at the Venice Film Festival. He fol-
lowed with Invasion (2017), which 
premiered at Berlinale, and Careless 
Crime (2020), screened in Venice and 
awarded the Jury Prize at the Chicago 
International Film Festival.The film is set for a screening tour 
across China following the festival. 
It will continue its festival journey, 
competing next at the Kerala Inter-
national Film Festival in India.
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