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Pezeshkian slams world powers for
granting Israel ‘special right' for aggression

Iran, Russia stress implementation of strategic partnership pact 0>

F

International Forum dedicated to the
International Year of Peace and Trust
(2025), International Day of Neutrality,
and the 30™ Anniversary of the
Permanent Neotrality of Turkmenistan

Halkara parahatcylvk we ynanysmak yvvly
¥ (2025-nji yyi), Halkara Bitaraplvk giini
we Ttirkmenistanyn hemigelik
Bitaraplygynyn 30 yvllvgy mynasvbetli
geciriliek Halkara Forumy

Asgrabar, Tirk menistan
2025-nji vylvn F2-nji dekabry

Ashgabar, Turkmenistan,
Pecembier 12 2025
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World leaders, including Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (front 4th R), pose for a group photo as they attend an international conference on “Peace and Trust” in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan on December 12, 2025.
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Iraqg’s freeze-and-reversal of resistance assets underscores push for neutrality

By Delaram Ahmadi

I NTERVIEW

Ali Bidboo

What was the background

behind the Asset Freezing Committee’s
decision? Was it simply an administrative
error, or was it taken under political and
international pressure on Iraq?

Legally speaking, the designation
of terrorism in Iraq is carried out by the
country’s National Security Council (Nsc). In
practice, if Hezbollah or the Houthis were
to be added to Iraq’s terrorist list, the NSC
would have to convene, review the matter,
and formally approve adding both groups.
Only then would the designation become
official.

The point — as reflected in media coverage
— is that it was claimed these two groups
had been added to Iraq’s terrorist list, but
that was not the case. Any group that might
be included on Iraq’s terrorist list must
first go through the NSC, whose members
include the interior minister, the defense
minister, and senior-ranking security offi-
cials, just as in any other state.

Therefore, even before the reversal, it must
be clarified that neither of the two groups

had been added to Iraq’s terrorist list. In-
stead, they had been placed on a list of
“supporters of terrorism” or “terrorism fi-
nanciers.”

Nevertheless, the move was not accidental.
Being placed on a list overseen by the Ter-
rorist Financing Committee, which operates
under the Central Bank, does not constitute
alegal designation, because the committee’s
own reference point is UN Security Council
Resolution 1373 (2001), issued a few weeks
after the 9/11 attacks.

If Hezbollah and the Houthis were to appear
alongside al-Qaeda and Daesh on that com-
mittee’s list, Iraq would first have had to of-
ficially declare them terrorist organizations
— something it did not do.

This indicates that Iraq was under signifi-
cant US pressure, prompting the govern-
ment to place the two groups on that list.
Yet the massive public backlash, especially
in southern Iraqi cities, and the govern-
ment’s reluctance to face renewed protests
forced it to backtrack almost immediately.

Besides, Iraq’s prime minister stated in his
last interview that the move was meant to
“undermine his government” and prevent
him from securing another term.

Since the two groups were never added to
Iraq’s official terrorist list, the measure had
no legal basis. It only aimed to reduce US
pressure on the Central Bank of Iraq.

How will this reversal affect Iraq’s rela-
tions with the United States and other
Western countries? Could it be interpret-
ed as a sign of Baghdad’s autonomy, or
might it fuel new tensions?

In the late Biden administration, Wash-
ington had been ramping up pressure on
Baghdad. The governor of Iraq’s Central
Bank had repeatedly traveled to the US,
while American officials frequently met
with him and with Iraq’s prime minister to
discuss the financing of

resistance groups. These Page8 >
meetings intensified after the events of
October 7.



