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Iran rejects
‘transregional solutions’
for stability in Afghanistan

Envoys from Afghanistan’s neighboring countries and Russia, including Iran’s Mohammad Reza Bahrami (c), pose for a group photo during a gathering in Tehran, Iran to
discuss developments in Afghanistan on December 14, 2025.
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Tehran meeting offers chance to ease Afghanistan tensions

By Delaram Ahmadi

I NTERVIEW

What explains the revival
of talks on Afghanistan after this hia-
tus? Is the Tehran meeting a reaction
to recent developments in Afghani-
stan-Pakistan relations, or part of a
longer-term regional strategy?

Afghanistan constitutes one
piece of a broader puzzle that inevitably
shapes today’s world. It has long been
argued that the more Afghanistan and its
people are neglected, the more the sur-
rounding environment—first the region
and eventually more distant countries—
will bear the costs, until, in line with the
“butterfly effect,” the entire world is af-
fected. Although Afghanistan may at first
glance appear to be a small country, a
kind of geopolitical bottleneck with hun-
dreds of ethnic groups and cultures, it
cannot be ignored.

The reactivation of this mechanism re-
flects growing sensitivities across the
world. There is now a shared realization
that Afghanistan cannot simply be left to

its own devices. Abandoning Afghanistan
would amount to creating a safe haven
for dangerous groups, beyond any form
of international oversight.

Against the backdrop of disputes between
Pakistan and India, tensions between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan, pressures exert-
ed on Iran by US imperialism and Israel,
and broader upheavals across the Middle
East—particularly West Asia—countries
with shared borders, cultures, languages,
and ideological affinities have had little
choice but to step up engagement with
Afghanistan through any mechanism
that serves their national interests. Clos-
er engagement with Afghanistan’s center
of gravity ultimately benefits all, because
abandoning the country would once
again turn it into a sanctuary for oppo-
sition groups, terrorists, and entrenched
conflicts that have plagued the region for
decades.

Over the past two decades, addressing
Afghanistan’s problems has been a
core item on the agenda of neighbor-

ing and Western countries alike, lead-
ing to numerous meetings in various
formats. Why have so many initiatives
failed to yield tangible results?
Afghanistan’s conditions have always
been exceptional. Over the past half-cen-
tury, power has changed hands repeat-
edly among groups with vastly different
ideologies—from leftist movements to
the Parcham and Khalq parties, factions
aligned with Moscow or Washington, the
Soviet military intervention, and later the
post-9/11 era. As a result, Afghanistan
has consistently served as a bargaining
chip rather than enjoying sustained sta-
bility.

Looking solely at the past 30 years, Af-
ghanistan has changed hands four, five,
or even six times. Any assessment must
begin with this reality. The lack of con-
crete outcomes stems largely from Af-
ghanistap's perp_etually Page3 >
extraordinary circum-

stances. It cannot be evaluated in the
same way as other countries and then
judged accordingly.



