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US sanctions against ICC judges grant

‘impunity’ to wanted criminals:

17th Int’l Festival of Tribal Culture wraps up
Golestan ethnic event bridges

Central Asia, sparks tourism growth
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Iran shifting to clean
energy as president
cites oil savings via
resource cuts (3

Canadian resolution vote signals waning compliance with
Western lobbying at international bodies

By Delaram Ahmadi

Mohsen Farkhani
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What message does the
decline in affirmative votes com-
pared with last year convey?

Within the division of la-
bor among US Western allies aimed
at exerting pressure from multiple
angles on the Islamic Republic and
the Iranian nation, Canada’s activ-
ism in pursuing pressure and human
rights resolutions serves as a comple-
mentary piece of Washington’s maxi-
mum pressure puzzle.

Despite the marginal nature of the
decline in votes condemning Iran on
human rights grounds, this reduc-
tion reflects a growing awareness
among many countries of the dual
use of international organizations as

instruments designed to serve and
safeguard Western interests. This
perception has been reinforced over
the past two years, during which,
despite Israel’s human rights viola-
tions, the United Nations, the UN Hu-
man Rights Council and international
courts have failed to act effectively or
hold Israel and its main backer, the
United States, accountable.
Accordingly, the decline in support
can be interpreted as diminished
acceptance of the Western narrative
on human rights norms. This shift
among countries in pushing back
against Western interpretations, and
in reassessing how states engage
with international organizations
vis-a-vis West-

ern-backed votes, O
represents another blow to confi-
dence in liberal institutionalism.

Israel instigates,
Iran manages
aftermath
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