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UN Security Council rift signals waning Western consensus on Iran

Araghchi urges US to try ‘real diplomacy’ 
instead of deceiving world
West should ‘reverse course’ for confidence building: Envoy

2

The photo shows a general view of a United Nations Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters in New York on December 23, 2025.
 AFP

Eslami: Inspection 

demands ‘unacceptable’ 

until IAEA codifies 

post-war rules 2

A United Nations 
Security Council 
meeting on Iran’s 
nuclear program 
and Resolution 
2231 was held in 

New York on De-
cember 23, despite op-

position from China and Russia. The 
session took place after Resolution 
2231, which enshrined Iran’s 2015 
nuclear deal, expired on October 18, 
meaning that Iran’s nuclear file has 
formally fallen off the Security Coun-
cil’s agenda. However, the three Eu-
ropean countries (France, the United King-

dom, and Germany) which shortly before 
the expiration activated the snapback 
mechanism, argue that the resolution 

remains in force. China and Russia 
questioned not only the activation of 
snapback but also the very legitimacy 
of holding the meeting. Kamran Yega-
negi, an international affairs expert, 
told Iran Daily that deep divisions be-
tween China and Russia on one side 
and Western countries on the other 
have effectively pushed the Council 
into a form of decision-making paral-
ysis on the Iran file, a political signal 
of a shifting global balance of power 
and a decline in the West’s ability to 
build broad-based consensus against 
Iran.
 
IRAN DAILY: How do you assess the 
recent Security Council meeting on 
Iran’s nuclear program, and what 
political message was embedded in 
holding it?
YEGANEGI: The recent UN Security 
Council meeting must be assessed be-
yond its legal façade and analyzed with-

in its political and geopolitical context. 
From the standpoint of international 
law, the meeting produced no binding 
achievement or concrete executive out-
come. Given the practical end of Res-
olution 2231’s implementation cycle 
and the explicit opposition of China and 
Russia, the Council was in no position 
to adopt a decision based on consensus 
or even minimal effective agreement. In 
this sense, the meeting was symbolic 
rather than decision-oriented.Yet the real significance of the session 
lies precisely in this “deliberate symbol-
ism”. By pushing through the meeting 
despite knowing that two permanent 
members opposed it, the United States 
sought to once again elevate Iran’s nu-
clear issue to the level of international 
security. This move was less about re-solving the file and more about politi-
cally securitizing the issue and keeping 
it on the agenda of global public opin-
ion and diplomacy.

The political message of the meeting 
can be summarized at three levels. 
First, a message to Iran: Washington 
aimed to signal that even without con-
sensus and without new legal instru-
ments, it remains capable of using the 
Security Council’s platform to raise 
Iran’s political and diplomatic costs. 
This is a strategy of “soft pressure,” not 
a genuine pathway to agreement.
Second, a message to Western allies: 
the United States sought to demon-
strate that Iran remains a security 
priority and should not be reduced to 
a purely technical matter handled sole-
ly by the IAEA. Third, a message to the 
structure of the global order: the explic-
it opposition of China and Russia was 
equally meaningful, underscoring that 
the Security Council is no longer a ven-
ue for great-power consensus but has 
turned into a stage where geopolitical 
rifts and East-West rivalry are played 
out.

What real consequences do such 
Security Council meetings have 
for Iran? Are they merely symbol-
ic and political, or can they pave 
the way for concrete and binding 
actions against Tehran?
This question must be answered 
realistically, without exaggeration, 
neither inflating the threat nor dis-
missing it as mere theater. These 
meetings on their own lack the ca-
pacity to generate new binding de-
cisions against Iran. The absence of 
consensus in the Security Council 
and the clear opposition of China 
and Russia have effectively shut 
down the path toward adopting new 
resolutions or activating meaningful 
punitive mechanisms. In the short 
term, therefore, such sessions are 
unlikely to translate 
directly into new legal 
or sanctions-based measures against 
Tehran.
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The Iranian foreign minister censured 
on Wednesday latest comments by an 
American diplomat at the UN Security 

Council regarding negotiations with 
the Islamic Republic, saying her re-
marks are indicative of coercion rather 
than genuine diplomacy.
Abbas Araghchi was responding to re-

marks made by Morgan Ortagus, the 
US deputy special envoy for West Asia 
and adviser to the US mission to the 
United Nations, during a UN Security 
Council meeting focusing on Iran and 
its peaceful nuclear program.
Ortagus claimed at the meeting that US 
President Donald Trump was extend-
ing a “hand of diplomacy” toward Iran 
and that it would be wise for Tehran 
to accept it.
The US diplomat also said the United 
States is ready for formal negotiations, 
provided that the Islamic Republic 
completely abandons uranium enrich-
ment and agrees to direct talks.“A new definition of diplomacy by the 
US: ‘We are ready for a meaningful ne-
gotiation, but forget about your inter-
nationally recognized rights.’ This is 
dictation and not negotiation, let alone 
a meaningful one,” Araghchi wrote in a 
post on X.
He added that the world had witnessed 
Iran’s approach to negotiations when 

the United States “opted to open fire 
on our people and torpedoed diplo-
macy.”
“We did what we always do: resist and 
confront those who assault us, and 
make sure they regret it,” Araghchi 
said.
The Iranian foreign minister also 
rapped Washington’s claims of pur-
suing diplomacy, saying, “‘Extending 
the hand of diplomacy’ does not entail 
sending bombers and then crow about 
their failure as a success.”
Araghchi concluded by calling on the 
United States to “try real and honest 
diplomacy instead of attempting to 
deceive the world.”
In another development on Wednes-
day, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei dismissed com-
ments by Ortagus as “propaganda ploy 
aimed at deceiving public opinion.”
“The US representative's rhetoric on 
diplomacy and negotiation is merely 
a propaganda ploy aimed at deceiving 

public opinion,” Baqaei said. “Unlike 
Iran, which has always remained com-
mitted to ‘meaningful’ diplomacy, the 
United States has demonstrated nei-
ther good faith nor seriousness.”
The Israeli regime launched an un-
provoked war against Iran on June 13, 
assassinating a number of top military 
commanders, nuclear scientists, and 
ordinary civilians.
More than a week later, the United 
States also entered the war by bomb-
ing three Iranian nuclear sites in a 
grave violation of the United Nations 
Charter, international law, and the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
In response, the Iranian Armed Forces 
targeted strategic sites across the occu-
pied territories as well as the al-Udeid 
air base in Qatar, the largest American 
military base in West Asia.
On June 24, Iran, through its successful 
retaliatory operations against both the 
Israeli regime and the US, managed to 
impose a halt to the illegal assault.
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Araghchi urges US to try ‘real diplomacy’ 

instead of deceiving world
FM spox faults American outreach as ‘propaganda ploy’

Iran expressed condolences to Libya 

following the death of the chief of staff 

of the Libyan Government of National 

Unity in the crash of a private aircraft in 

Turkey. Foreign ministry spokesman Es-

mail Baghaei said on Wedesdany that the 

crash carrying Field Marshal Mohammed 

al-Haddad, was “unfortunate incident,” 

IRNA reported.

He expressed sympathy with the Libyan 

government and people and extended 

condolences to the families of the vic-

tims, according to a statement.

The aircraft went down early on Tuesday 

while returning from Ankara to Tripoli, 

killing all those on board.In an official statement, the Libyan gov-

ernment Haddad and four members of 

his delegation were killed in the mishap. 

The statement said the plane was a “Fal-

con 50” and crashed near Ankara.Turkish officials said the plane request-

ed an emergency landing minutes after 

taking off from Ankara airport because 

of a technical malfunction and a power 

system failure, but contact was later lost.

The wreckage was found in the Haymana 

area near Ankara, and the black box and 

cockpit voice recorder were recovered 

from the crash site, Turkish authorities 

said.

The accident came as Libya was prepar-

ing to mark its independence anniversary 

on December 24 and 25, commemorating 

the 74th anniversary of the end of Italian 

occupation. The Libyan government said 

the days would now be observed with 

three days of national mourning follow-

ing the crash.

Libya has long been grappling with politi-

cal and security divisions and is currently 

split between the United Nations-backed 

Government of National Unity in Tripoli 

led by Abdulhamid al-Dbeibah and a ri-

val administration in the east headed by 

Khalifa Haftar.

The North African country has continued 

to struggle with instability and internal conflict since the 2011 uprising that led 
to the overthrow and killing of longtime leader Muammar Gaddafi.

Iran offers condolences to Libya 

after army chief killed in plane crash

Eslami: Inspection demands ‘unacceptable’ 

until IAEA codifies post-war rules
 
The head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of 
Iran (AEOI) dismissed as 
“unacceptable” any West-
ern-pushed demands by 
the United Nations nuclear 
agency for the inspection 
of the country’s bombed 
nuclear sites so long as 
guidelines and procedures 
were established for vis-
iting the facilities dam-
aged by the US and Israeli 
strikes in June.
Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of a cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Mohammad Eslami said 
until the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) has not clarified the 
status of military aggres-
sion on a nuclear industry 
under its supervision, Teh-
ran will not accept or re-
spond to "irrelevant politi-
cal pressure" to re-inspect 
bombed facilities, which he 
described as an attempt to 
"complete the enemy's op-
eration."
“Iran has formally asked the IAEA to define and cod-
ify what procedures should 
apply if a nuclear industry 
registered with and mon-
itored by the UN nuclear 

agency comes under mili-
tary attack,” Eslami said.
“Until this issue is deter-
mined, political and psy-
chological pressure and ir-
relevant follow-ups aimed 
at re-inspecting Iran’s 
bombed facilities and com-
pleting the enemy’s opera-
tions are unacceptable and 
will not be responded to.”
Eslami stated that if the 
IAEA considers war and 
military attacks acceptable, 
it should formally adopt a 
resolution declaring that 
the Israeli and American 
attacks on safeguarded 
nuclear facilities are per-
mitted. However, if such 
actions are not permitted, 
the IAEA must condemn 
them and clarify what the 
post-war conditions are, he 
added.
Addressing Iran’s coopera-
tion with the IAEA, Eslami 

said no country in history 
has cooperated with the 
UN nuclear agency as ex-
tensively as Iran.
He noted that the most 
comprehensive and ex-
tensive inspections ever 
conducted have targeted 
Iran’s nuclear industry, yet 
there has not been a single 
report by IAEA inspectors 
citing any non-compliance 
or deviation from safe-
guards standards.
Iran’s nuclear chief de-
scribed the current polit-
ical approach and maxi-
mum pressure campaign 
as an attempt to harm and 
weaken the Iranian people, 
stressing that such pres-
sure holds no legitimacy 
and is ignored by Iran. Es-
lami reiterated that Iran’s 
nuclear activities are en-
tirely peaceful and pursued 
in line with the country’s 

development.
Touching on recent re-
marks by IAEA Director 
General Rafael Grossi, 
Eslami stated that such 
comments suggest Gros-
si is "playing a role in the 
enemy's roadmap." He also 
addressed the recent UN 
Security Council session, 
describing the reports 
and statements presented 
there as "completely un-
professional and illegal." 
Eslami noted that the dura-
tion of Resolution 2231 has 
expired, and even if parties 
intended to invoke it, they 
failed to follow its estab-
lished legal procedures.
Eslami also underlined 
that attempts to justify the 
reimposition of previous 
UN Security Council sanc-
tions under the pretext that Iran has not fulfilled 
its nuclear commitments 
were entirely rejected and 
unacceptable.
He added that China and 
Russia, as veto-wielding 
members of the Security 
Council, have also categor-
ically dismissed this ap-
proach, declaring that the 
demand put forward by 
the three European coun-
tries and the US is invalid 
and unenforceable.

Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Nations Amir 
Saeid Iravani vehemently dismissed any 
form of coercion, intimidation, or politi-
cal pressure, calling on Western powers 
to reverse their current approach and 
adopt concrete, credible measures aimed at rebuilding trust and confidence.
Addressing a UN Security Council session 
on Iran’s peaceful nuclear activities on Tuesday, Iravani firmly rejected the legit-
imacy of the meeting itself and stressed 
that the Islamic Republic will not relin-
quish its right to uranium enrichment 
under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
“Security Council resolution 2231 con-
tains a clear, deliberate, and self-execut-
ing termination clause. This resolution 
expired on October 18, 2025. As of that 
date, it ceased to have any legal effect or 
operative mandate. Accordingly, the Secu-
rity Council’s role under resolution 2231 came to a definitive end,” he said.
He added that therefore, there is “no 
mandate” for the Secretary-General to 
submit a report, “no mandate” for the 
council to discuss it, and “no legal basis 
whatsoever” to convene the meeting un-
der the “Non-proliferation” agenda.
Resolution 2231 endorsed the 2015 nu-
clear deal, known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), terminated 
previous sanctions, and set a clear time-
table for their permanent expiration on 
October 18, 2025.
Earlier this year, the European troika 
– namely the UK, France, and Germany 
–triggered the so-called snapback mech-
anism that led to restoration of sanctions 
against Iran.
On the issue of the “snapback” of UN 
sanctions, Iravani reiterated that Iran 

considers all such claims legally invalid, 
arguing that Resolution 2231 has termi-
nated and that countries in non-compli-
ance lack standing to invoke its mecha-
nisms.
He underscored that Iran “remains fully 
committed to principled diplomacy and 
genuine negotiations. It will never sub-
mit to coercion, intimidation, or political 
pressure.”
“It is now incumbent upon France, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States to 
reverse course and take concrete, credi-ble steps to restore trust and confidence,” 
he underlined.
The ambassador also criticized France 
and the United Kingdom for choosing es-
calation over diplomacy, slamming them 
for undermining Iran’s cooperation with 
the IAEA and contributing to the col-
lapse of diplomatic initiatives, including 
a memorandum of understanding signed 
in Cairo earlier this year.
According to Iravani, the unilateral US 
withdrawal from the JCPOA, sustained 
non-compliance by France, Germany, and 
the UK, and subsequent “military aggres-
sion” by the US and Israel against Iran’s 
safeguarded nuclear facilities are the or-
igin of the crisis.
The Islamic Republic has repeatedly said 
that it is not seeking nuclear weapons, 
stressing that its nuclear technology is 
solely for civil purposes. Also, there is a 
Fatwa by the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution which bans any possession and use 
of weapons of mass destruction.

West should ‘reverse course’ 

for confidence building: Envoy
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Mohammad Eslami, the head of the Atomic Energy Organization of 

Iran (AEOI), speaks to reporters after a cabinet session in Tehran on 

December 24, 2025.
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Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations Amir Saeid Iravani addresses a 

UN Security Council session on Iran’s peaceful nuclear 

activities on December 23, 2025.
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At the same time, these meetings are not purely 
symbolic or devoid of impact. Their real conse-

quences manifest primarily at the 
political and diplomatic level. Each time Iran’s file is raised in the Security Council, 

even without an executive outcome, it sends a 
signal to the international community that Iran 
continues to be viewed as an “unresolved securi-ty case.” This atmosphere can indirectly influence 
the behavior of some governments, economic 
relations, and even the calculations of regional 
actors.
The core function of these meetings is gradual, 
attritional pressure rather than a decisive strike. The United States and certain Western countries use the Security Council as a platform to pile up 
political pressure, that may remain rhetorical today 
but could be converted into harder measures if in-
ternational power balances shift. More importantly, 
the continuation of this trend risks pulling Iran’s nuclear file out of its technical and legal track and 
deeper into the arena of great-power geopolitical 
rivalry, where decisions are shaped less by interna-
tional law than by political trade-offs.

How does the rift among permanent members 
of the Security Council affect its effectiveness in 
managing Iran’s file?The Security Council no longer enjoys the structur-
al cohesion it once had in past decades. Deep dis-agreements between China and Russia on one side and Western countries on the other have effectively pushed the Council into a state of decision-mak-
ing paralysis, unable to generate consensus, pass 
new resolutions, or exert coordinated and effective pressure on Iran. The Security Council has become 
less a crisis-resolution mechanism and more a mir-
ror of geopolitical competition among great pow-ers. Iran is no longer merely a “nuclear file,” but part of a broader East-West equation, in which ev-ery decision on Iran is filtered through the strategic calculations of China and Russia vis-à-vis the West.
For this reason, the December 23 meeting should 
not be viewed as a legal turning point, but rath-
er as a political signal of a shifting global balance of power. The meeting was less a sign of Western 
strength than of its limitations, demonstrating that the West’s capacity to forge broad-based consensus against Iran has significantly declined. Automatic 

alignment no longer exists, nor is it possible to 
convert political pressure into binding decisions 
without Eastern backing.This does not mean that Western pressure tools have vanished entirely. The West can still act out-side the Security Council through unilateral sanc-
tions or political and media pressure.
 
Looking ahead, which pathways for a political 
resolution of Iran’s nuclear crisis appear more 
plausible?The future of Iran’s nuclear file depends on polit-
ical will and regional and international develop-
ments and can be summarized in four main frame-
works.
First, a limited, step-by-step agreement. In the 
short term, the likely path is a phased deal that 
tackles urgent issues, such as setting clear limits 
on nuclear activity, and offering modest economic relief. Its purpose is managing the file, not deliver-ing a final resolution.Second, diplomacy with a new formula. A full re-
vival of past frameworks seems unlikely; instead, a mix of nuclear commitments, confidence-building 

measures, and updated monitoring could provide 
relative stability and predictability, rather than a 
comprehensive deal.
Third, managing the case at the technical level. With divisions in the Security Council, Iran’s nucle-ar file may shift toward the IAEA, while the Coun-
cil’s role diminishes. This path relies on sustaining 
technical channels, minimum transparency, and 
avoiding renewed securitization.Fourth, continuation of the gray zone. Without sufficient political will, the likely outcome is a 
controlled stalemate, neither a lasting deal nor a 
full crisis. This scenario means sustained pressure 
and sporadic talks, piling up political and economic 
costs without resolving the core issue.
In the near term, a limited and phased agreement 
appears more plausible than the other options, 
given the high costs of prolonged deadlock for all 
sides and the still-wide political distance separat-
ing them from a comprehensive deal. Ultimately, the fate of Iran’s nuclear file hinges above all on 
one factor: keeping diplomatic channels open and 
preventing the issue from being reduced to a mere 
arena of geopolitical rivalry.
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Minister: Azadegan output exceeds 

230,000 bpd as development push continues

Iran’s oil production at the Azadegan oilfield has risen to more than 230,000 
barrels per day with further increases planned once new contracts are final-ized, Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad said on Wednesday, as Tehran presses ahead 
with the development of shared hydro-carbon fields.Speaking to reporters on the sidelines 
of a cabinet meeting in Tehran, Pakne-jad gave an update on the southern sec-tion of the Azadegan oilfield, which Iran shares with Iraq, IRNA reported.
He stressed that work at Azadegan has 
continued without interruption, even though the contracts are not yet final-
ized.
“Our colleagues have never halted activ-ities at the Azadegan field. Even without finalized contracts, they have relied on 
existing legal provisions, including Ar-ticle 12 of the Law on Removing Barri-ers to Competitive Production, to keep 
development moving forward,” he said.
He said drilling operations have contin-
ued and surface facilities have also been 
expanded.
“As a result of these measures, produc-tion at the Azadegan field has risen 
above 230,000 barrels per day. Once the new contracts are finalized, this up-
ward trend will accelerate, with higher output pursued in line with the proj-ect’s timelines,” Paknejad said.

He explained that the field is now be-ing developed as an integrated project, 
effectively setting aside the division be-tween South and North Azadegn.According to Paknejad, a specific mech-anism has been defined for developing the field and the related contract has been signed and is undergoing final 
reviews.
“The process is underway in collabo-ration with the National Development 
Fund (NDF) and the Planning and Bud-get Organization, and will be finalized 
in the near future, paving the way for faster field development,” he said.
The government has outlined a plan to 
boost crude oil production by 250,000 
barrels per day (bpd), supported by $3 
billion in funding. The initiative — of-ficially named the “emergency plan” 
for a crude oil production leap — is the NDF’s first direct involvement in major energy projects. It comes amid ongoing Western sanctions, which have sharply 
limited access to foreign investment, 
making domestic resources and the NDF’s financial capacity critical for ad-
vancing key infrastructure efforts.
Iran does not publish detailed crude ex-port figures due to US sanctions, which officials say require confidentiality. In-
ternational Energy Agency (IEA) figures 
showed that Iranian oil production had reached 3.5 million bpd in November.On Wednesday, the minister said devel-opment of other shared fields was also 

continuing “with seriousness.”Commenting on the South Pars gas field, he said in-field drilling and rigging 
operations are ongoing, while efforts to advance the pressure-boosting project 

continue, aimed at establishing a sta-ble mechanism for securing financial 
resources.
“At the same time, in other shared fields, including the Yadavaran field 

and the North and South Yaran fields, 
development processes are underway 
without interruption, and plans to in-
crease recovery and enhance produc-
tion capacity are continuing,” he said.

SATBA says renewable capacity to top 4,000 MW in late Jan., eyes 11,000 MW by summer

Iran’s renewable power generation 
capacity will surpass 4,000 mega-
watts by late January, while construc-tion of 11,000 MW of renewable pow-
er plants is planned by the peak of next summer, an official at the Renew-able Energy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization (SATBA) said on Wednesday.Speaking to Tasnim, Hamid Reza Bahmanabadi, the head of SATBA’s 
investment group, said that renew-

ables development had become the 
main strategy of the Energy Minis-
try to address the country’s growing electricity deficit.Bahmanabadi added that due to the 
worsening electricity supply-demand 
mismatch over the past two years, 
the country would face an estimated 
power shortfall of between 17,000 and 20,000 MW next year.“Based on these assessments, the 
construction of renewable power 
plants has been placed on the agenda 

as the Energy Ministry’s main solu-
tion,” he said.Referring to provincial capacity, Bah-manabadi said Bushehr Province, due 
to its favorable potential, had so far commissioned around 38 MW of solar 
farms in different areas.
“Licenses have been issued or con-tracts are being finalized for about 1,360 MW of solar projects in the 
province, and some of these power 
plants are under construction,” he 
said.“It is expected that around 500 MW 
of this capacity will come online by 
the peak of next summer’s electrici-
ty demand,” he added, as he called it 
encouraging news for the stability of 
the power grid at both provincial and 
national levels.Bahmanabadi said that nationwide, a total of 3,165 MW of renewable pow-
er plants had been built so far, noting that on average about 100 MW was 
added each week.According to SATBA, 318 renewable 
power plants are active in Iran’s elec-

tricity market.Within Iran’s renewable energy 
mix, solar power represents 66%, 
grid-connected distributed gener-
ation plants account for 15%, and wind farms make up 14%. Small 
hydroelectric plants contribute 4%, 
while biomass and expansion turbine 
plants each account for 1%.Renewables still account for only 
3.2% of Iran’s total electricity gener-ation capacity of around 97,909 MW.
Call for investmentElsewhere in his remarks, the SATBA official invited investors and interest-
ed parties to step into the sector.
“Investment in clean energy is an at-
tractive and economically viable path, and SATBA has provided various ca-pacities to financially support inves-tors,” Bahmanabadi said.
He said these supports are offered in 
two forms, foreign-currency and ri-
al-denominated facilities, noting that 
foreign-currency loans were provided from the National Development Fund 

at an interest rate of 8.5%, while part 
of the required equipment for power 
plants was also supplied through this 
mechanism.
He added that the country’s overall target for a five-year horizon was to reach 30,000 MW of green power ca-
pacity, with plans to realize 11,000 MW of this capacity by the peak of 
next year.Separately, IRNA reported that east-
ern Iran would be equipped with two 
new wind parks through private sec-
tor investment amounting to more 
than $500 million.IRNA said construction work on two 
power stations, with a combined ca-pacity of around 700 MW, began on Wednesday in Mil-e Nader, in Sistan and Baluchestan Province.With increased investment, the ca-
pacity of the two farms will rise to around 1,000 MW, and the injection 
of their generated electricity into the 
national grid will greatly enhance 
power stability in the southeastern 
province.

UN Security Council ...
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A view of Azadegan oilfield in Khuzestan, 
southwest of Iran
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Enrichment Remains Central Negotiation Deadlock

Israel, by raising the 
issue of Iran’s missile 
capabilities, seeks to once 
again obtain the green light for a 
military attack on Iran from Donald 
Trump, and this effort is undertak-
en while it appears that the prior-
ity of the American president, at 
present, is the preservation of the 
fragile cease-fire in Gaza — of which 
he himself was the initiator. Under 
such circumstances, Netanyahu, for 
the purpose of sustaining the crisis, 
which some consider the locus of his 
political survival, seeks to rekindle 
from beneath the ashes the flames of 
war with Tehran. What is your analy-
sis of the emergent atmosphere and 
Israel’s program regarding Iran? 
To what extent do you consider the 
renewed alignment of Trump with 
Netanyahu on this matter probable?
GHAHREMANPOUR: It appears that 
Netanyahu, after a brief hiatus, is once 
again trying to return the Iran issue to 
the priorities of the White House. This 
occurs while the Trump administra-
tion, based on what is articulated in its 
National Security Strategy document, 
implicitly subscribes to the belief that Middle Eastern files have been closed 
and that there is no longer a neces-
sity for the United States to reopen 
these dossiers, among which one can specifically reference the Gaza issue. Trump has repeatedly emphasized that “we have obliterated Iran’s nucle-
ar program” and that nothing remains 
of it. The aggregate of these positions 
indicates that Trump does not desire 
for the United States to become re-en-tangled in a long-term and expansive 
manner in the Middle East, and this ap-proach constitutes the definitive policy 
of the United States.Nevertheless, given the influence that 
the pro-Israel lobby wields in the Unit-ed States, deviation by Washington from this overarching policy cannot 
be considered entirely impossible. 
Put more simply, Netanyahu, with the 
understanding that he possesses of 

Trump’s personality and with 
awareness that he is a temper-amental individual, who is sus-ceptible to the influence of his entourage and requires affirma-tion, attempts to utilize all instru-ments at Israel’s disposal, in order to 

enlist him for another attack on Iran. 
On the other side, Trump and his ad-ministration endeavor to the greatest extent possible to avoid undertaking 
such an action. By way of illustration, 
the recently disseminated report, as-
serting that the United States intercept-ed a vessel carrying military equipment 
destined for Iran in the Indian Ocean, can be analyzed within this frame-work; an action that could convey this 
message to Israel that the White House is likewise attempting to prevent Iran 
from reconstructing its missile capabil-
ities and thereby persuade Israel to re-frain from advancing toward a renewed 
large-scale confrontation with Iran.

Regarding Iran, some analysts be-
lieve that despite the significant 
convergence of the positions of the 
United States and Israel on the is-
sue of maximum pressure, Trump 
and Netanyahu are not aligned with 
respect to the objective of this pres-
sure; more precisely, Washington is 
not pursuing regime change in Iran. 
On this basis, to what extent can the 
recent statements of Marco Rubio 
concerning the distinction between 
the Iranian people and the Iranian 
government be interpreted as step-
ping toward Israel’s idea?In my view, Trump’s behavioral frame-
work is no longer “maximum pressure” 
in its classical sense because, within the 
policy of maximum pressure, there is 
fundamentally no place for the direct 
use of force, military power, or recourse 
to war. This is while Trump, on June 13, 
resorted to war against Iran. Therefore, 
the more precise formulation is to ask 
whether Trump continues to operate within the framework of “coercive di-
plomacy” or whether, after June 13, he 
has returned to the policy of maximum 
pressure and war has become for him 
a red line.The reality is that I still believe Trump 

operates within the framework of co-ercive diplomacy, meaning that war is 
not necessarily a red line for him. As 
he himself has explicitly stated: if Iran were to revive its nuclear program, the 
United States would attack. Therefore, the principal framework of Trump’s behavior is coercive diplomacy. How-ever, given what is stated in the Nation-al Security Strategy document, given Trump’s own claims regarding the suc-cess of the attack on Iran’s nuclear pro-gram, and given that he has explicitly 
declared his intention to focus on Latin America and perceives the Venezuela 
crisis as close ahead, and also by tak-
ing into consideration the Ukraine war 
and the implementation of what can be termed an “inverse Nixon Doctrine,” it can be stated that Trump will endeavor to the greatest extent possible to avoid 
entering a broad confrontation with 
Iran.
In this context, as you also indicated, there exists a divergence of views be-
tween the United States and Israel; a divergence that, of course, is not a novel phenomenon. Let us not forget 
that during the Biden administration 
as well, when the Israeli security del-egation traveled to Washington, the US government declared in an official 
statement that there existed differ-
ences of opinion between the United 
States and Israel regarding Iran. This divergence has existed in the Trump 
administration and also in the Biden 
administration.The important point, however, is that Trump’s distinctive personality and the mutability of his positions have fur-
nished Israel, and particularly Netanya-
hu, with the opportunity to be more hopeful of the US president’s alignment 
than during the Biden era. For this rea-
son, Israeli think tanks and inner circles 
explicitly state that Trump represents a 
strategic and historical opportunity for Israel to be able to neutralize the Iran 
threat with his assistance. Accordingly, despite the existing divergences, Israel 
will not squander this opportunity and will deploy all of its efforts to capitalize 
upon it.
Meanwhile, one must not forget that 
Iran, unlike Israel and certain other 

Iran-US differences will not be resolved 
by renaming negotiations: Expert
Employing ‘diplomatic dexterity’ imperative

Rahman Ghahremanpour

The West Asia region has not yet 
been emancipated from the reper-
cussions of the Gaza war, the border 
tensions between Lebanon and Isra-
el, and the sporadic hostilities in the 
Red Sea. However, in the meantime, 
the dissemination of news concern-
ing the imminent meeting of Benja-
min Netanyahu, the prime minister 
of the Zionist regime, with Donald 
Trump, the president of the United 
States, on December 29 has precipi-
tated a renewed wave of conjecture, 
within the global media and politi-
cal milieu, regarding novel scenar-
ios of escalation and provocation. 
The principal axis of this meeting, 
according to numerous observers, 
is the endeavor of the Israeli prime 
minister to secure the favorable dis-
position of the US president for the 
purpose of smoothing the trajectory 
toward a renewed military confron-
tation with Iran; a confrontation 
which could subject the entirety of 
the region’s security equations to 
profound transformation.
These maneuvers are undertaken 
under circumstances in which Net-
anyahu is confronting intensifying 
domestic pressures, a crisis of po-
litical legitimacy, and operational 
impasses across multiple fronts. It 
appears that the strategy of “exter-
nalizing the crisis” has once again 
been placed on Tel Aviv’s agenda. 
The effort to draw Washington into 
a new war not only could culminate 
in a redefinition of America’s role 
in the region but could also grave-
ly amplify the risk of an expansion 
of hostilities and instability in the 
Middle East; a scenario against 
whose consequences numerous 
regional and international actors 
have issued warnings.
For the examination of this issue, 
an interview has been conducted 
with Rahman Ghahremanpour, an 
analyst of international affairs, 
the translation of which you read 
below.

I N T E R V I E W

The structural 
and institutional 
penetration of 
the Jewish lobby, 
the personal 
characteristics 
and psychological 
traits of Trump, and 
the absence of a 
powerful pro-Iran 
lobby in the United 
States collectively 
raise, in a serious 
manner, the 
danger that Israel 
and Netanyahu 
personally could 
once again, 
by advancing 
certain claims, by 
engaging in media 
groundwork, and by 
utilizing instruments 
of influence, 
persuade Trump to 
align with them.

US President Donald Trump (L) and 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu
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countries, lacks a powerful lobby in the 
United States, and its voice is not prop-
erly heard. The voice that is heard from 
Iran in the United States is predomi-
nantly that of regime-change opposition 
groups, which, in some instances, even 
share interests with Israel and sup-
port war at times. For this reason, this 
situation constitutes a serious danger 
for Iran. Mere opposition or episodic 
non-alignment by Trump with Israel re-
garding Netanyahu’s Middle Eastern ob-
jectives cannot lead us to the conclusion 
that the possibility of Trump’s alignment 
with Israel no longer exists or that Net-
anyahu will be incapable of aligning him.
The structural and institutional pene-
tration of the Jewish lobby, the personal 
characteristics and psychological traits 
of Trump, and the absence of a power-
ful pro-Iran lobby in the United States 
collectively raise, in a serious manner, 
the danger that Israel and Netanyahu 
personally could once again, by advanc-
ing certain claims, by engaging in media 
groundwork, and by utilizing instru-ments of influence, persuade Trump to 
align with them.

Iran-United States nuclear negotia-
tions, since the imposed 12-day war, 
have entered a state of complete 
coma. Iran accuses the United States 
of advancing maximalist demands, 
and simultaneously, it appears that 
Washington’s view is the inclusion of 
non-nuclear issues, particularly Iran’s 
missile capabilities, in any new agree-
ment. Where do you think the crux of 
the problem lies? Recently, proposals 
have been raised suggesting that Iran 
and the United States change the title 
of “negotiations” to “an agreement 
for Iran’s non-acquisition of nuclear 
weapons” in order to break the exist-
ing deadlock. To what extent do you 
consider such ideas to be practical?
Regarding the change of the name of 
“negotiation,” in any case, it does not 
appear that the principal disagreement 
concerns the name or the form; the issue 
is the substance. The complexity of pol-
itics is precisely embedded in this point 
that various variables are interlinked 
in a manner that creates reciprocal re-
lationships among them. Therefore, the 
issue, as Mr. Salehi and some diplomats 
propose, is not merely a technical matter 
for which one could seek solely a techni-
cal solution. The issue is fundamentally political — that is, a conflict of interests. 
In such a situation, one must be capable of discovering a formula for this conflict 
of interests.
When we say that we should change 
the name of “negotiations” and, for ex-
ample, speak of “negotiation for Iran’s 
non-attainment of nuclear weapons,” 
it is as though we intend to alter those 
divergences or to disregard them. While the reality is that a conflict of interests 
exists, and it is serious. The issue is not 
a matter of the past one or two days; for more than four decades, this conflict of 
interests has existed, and divergences of 
perspectives and approaches have tak-
en shape. Therefore, from the outset, we 
have been confronting a complex issue, 
and if we seek to present a solution, we 
must accept the essence of this complex-ity and conflict of interests rather than 
deny it.The denial of this conflict of interests 
means that the policymaker cannot re-
gard our proposed solution as a realistic 
one. Reductionist solutions that essen-
tially seek to say that “it is nothing” or 
that “take a deep breath, and it will fade 
away,” at best and in the most optimis-
tic scenario, generate the impression 
in the policymaker that the analyst or 
solution-provider lacks a realistic under-
standing of the existing situation.Therefore, we must find a solution for this conflict of interests, recognize it 
formally, and, on the other hand, institu-
tionalize within the country the princi-
ple that international politics is an are-na of conflicting interests and scarcity 
of power and that global powers are 
not equal to one another. At times, this 
perception, or at least this unwritten 
assumption, exists within our country 
that Iran’s and America’s positions in 

the hierarchy of power in international 
politics are identical, and prescriptions 
are issued on that basis, while the reality 
is otherwise.
On this basis, in negotiations as well, 
we are not situated in an equal position. Inevitably, we must define and calibrate 
expectations from negotiations in pro-
portion to this reality. Not only are we 
not in an equal position, but also after 
June 13, unfortunately the perception of 
the opposing side — namely the United 
States and even Europe and, perhaps, 
one could say, some of Iran’s friends — 
is that Iran’s position in international 
politics has been weakened. This per-
ception complicates matters because, 
in negotiation, the party that consid-
ers itself stronger is unwilling to grant 
greater concessions in order to reach an 
agreement. This is precisely the situa-
tion we are confronting now; that is, the 
United States exhibits no inclination to 
grant concessions, while the discourse 
of “coercive diplomacy” and past expe-
riences demonstrate that, usually, the 
possibility of agreement has increased 
when the stronger government, which 
here is the United States, has granted 
greater concessions.
Therefore, the deadlock in the negotia-
tions has formed across multiple layers. 
At the foundational and essential level, a conflict of interests exists, which has tak-
en shape over the past four decades, and 
discovering a middle-ground solution for both sides is an exceedingly difficult task, given the aforementioned conflict. 
The fate of the JCPOA also demonstrat-
ed to what extent pro-agreement forc-
es in the two countries are positioned 
unequally, or, more precisely, that an-

ti-agreement forces possess greater 
power.
As a result, it appears that rather than 
rendering the issue technical in appear-
ance and rather than reducing this con-flict of interests to a merely technical 
matter, we must start by accepting the 
complexity and multidimensionality of 
the issue and then, present a solution 
that, at least, encompasses part of the 
concerns of the decision-makers in Iran; 
they should be able to defend this solu-
tion within the arena of domestic politics 
and should not perceive its implemen-
tation as tantamount to the loss of their 
positions in domestic politics or the loss 
of legitimacy.

What is the principal obstacle that 
you believe to be so complex and mul-
tidimensional?
In my view, if we wish to simplify the 
issue, the principal obstacle lies in the 
enrichment issue. In the enrichment de-
bate, both countries, meaning the lead-
ers on both sides, confront exceedingly 
serious domestic considerations. On one 
hand, Trump wishes to demonstrate to 
his electoral base that he is different 
from Obama, and if he reaches an agree-
ment with Iran that agreement will be 
both “better” than Obama’s agreement 
and of a different nature. This difference 
and “better quality,” in Trump’s view, is defined in the form of zero enrichment; 
meaning that, from his perspective, de-
fending an agreement with Iran in Amer-
ican domestic politics is possible only if 
that agreement includes the suspension 
of enrichment.
In Iran as well, the enrichment issue 
is equally intertwined with domestic 

politics. The governing establishment 
has reached the conclusion that if it is 
to consent to an agreement with the 
United States, it must be able to justify it domestically. This justification is pos-
sible only if the United States recognizes, 
even implicitly and on paper, Iran’s right 
to enrichment. Only in this case can Iran 
explain why, after the 12-day war, it has 
moved toward negotiations with the 
United States.
We know that negotiations, both in 
Iran and in the United States, have se-
rious opponents within decision-mak-
ing structures and within the arena of 
domestic politics. Trump’s rivals in the 
United States and the principlists (or 

whatever we label them) in Iran are poised to 
question any agreement if the govern-
ment or the foreign policy apparatus 
moves toward it. Therefore, both Trump 
and Iran, by ill fortune, are faced with conflicting interests for the defense of an 
agreement in domestic politics; Trump 
seeks the suspension of enrichment, and 
Iran seeks the preservation of enrich-
ment. This is the current obstacle to the 
negotiations.
It appears that, given the understand-
ing that has emerged in recent years 
of American behavior, Washington will 
not fully pressure Iran. Accordingly, re-
garding Iran, in my view, if this dilemma 
is resolved and Tehran can correctly 
employ diplomatic dexterity and if an-
ti-agreement forces cannot take matters 
into their own hands, then the possibil-
ity of negotiation and the attainment of 
an agreement will exist.

The interview first appeared in Persian on 
IRNA.

Regarding the 
change of the name 
of “negotiation,” 
in any case, it 
does not appear 
that the principal 
disagreement 
concerns the name 
or the form; the issue 
is the substance. 
The complexity of 
politics is precisely 
embedded in 
this point that 
various variables 
are interlinked 
in a manner that 
creates reciprocal 
relationships among 
them. Therefore, the 
issue, as Mr. Salehi 
and some diplomats 
propose, is not 
merely a technical 
matter for which 
one could seek 
solely a technical 
solution. The issue 
is fundamentally 
political — that is, a 
conflict of interests. 
In such a situation, 
one must be capable 
of discovering a 
formula for this 
conflict of interests.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
(3rd-L) visits an exhibition of the defense 
ministry’s latest defense and space 
achievements, in Tehran on February 
2, 2025.

 president.ir

The office of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu (front-R) pledged its 

support for US President Donald Trump (C) 

by posting this AI image of him winning 

an oversized Nobel medal.
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Athletics

Past glory offers no guarantees  

as Iran eyes 14th continental crown

Olfati’s historic Asian gold 

among ‘gymnastics biggest 

stories of 2025’: FIG

Defending champion Iran is set to face a 
sterner test at the upcoming AFC Futsal 
Asian Cup, which kicks off on January 27 in 
Indonesia.
Team Melli will begin its quest for a re-
cord-extending 14th continental title 
against Malaysia in its Group D opener on 
the second day of the competition in Jakarta.
Iran has long been the dominant force at Asia’s flagship futsal event, having suffered 
just four defeats in 105 matches across the previous 17 editions. Two of those losses came in finals against Japan — the only na-tion other than Iran to have lifted the Asian 
crown.
Fresh from a gold-medal campaign at the Islamic Solidarity Games in November — 
capped by a commanding 5-0 victory over Morocco in the final — Iran once again en-
ters the tournament as the outright favorite 
to lift the trophy at the Indonesia Arena on 
February 7.However, with the rapid development of 
futsal across the continent in recent years, Vahid Shamsaei’s side will need to navigate 
a series of tricky challenges against emerg-
ing Asian powers.
Afghanistan will be making only its second appearance at the tournament, but arrives with growing confidence after an impres-sive debut in 2024. Under Iranian coach Ma-jid Mortezaei, Afghanistan finished fifth to 
secure a historic first-ever World Cup berth in Uzbekistan later that year.
Mortezaei’s men went on to enjoy a respect-
able World Cup campaign, opening with a comfortable win over Angola before narrow defeats to eventual semifinalists Argentina and Ukraine. They advanced to the round of 
16, where they were edged out 3-1 by Para-
guay after extra time.
Iran and Afghanistan will meet at a major 

tournament for the third time in less than two 
years when they clash in Group D on February 
1. Iran claimed a 3-1 win when the sides met 
at last year’s Asian Cup, but were held to a 2-2 
draw at the Islamic Solidarity Games.
Also in Group D is Saudi Arabia, which ex-
ited at the group stage in the previous edi-
tion but showed signs of progress at the ISG 
on home soil. The Saudis pushed eventual champions Morocco in the semifinals before 
falling 6-3 after extra time.
Tajikistan, meanwhile, will be making its 
12th Asian Cup appearance. The Central 
Asian side has reached the quarterfinals twice and recorded its best-ever finish last 
year with a fourth-place result.Uzbekistan, which defeated Tajikistan in the 
third-place playoff, will return as a four-time 
runner-up. The side was narrowly beaten 
by Iran on penalties in the 2024 semifinals 
and again pushed Shamsaei’s men hard at the ISG, eventually losing 4-2, before secur-ing the bronze medal with a shootout victo-ry over Saudi Arabia.

Three-time finalist Thailand will also be 
among the teams to watch in Jakarta. Al-
though beaten 4-1 by Iran in the most re-cent final, Thailand remains the only team other than Japan to have defeated Iran in 
Asian Cup history, thanks to a dramatic 5-4 semifinal victory at the 2012 edition in 
Dubai.
“From past experience, we know that every 
Asian team raises its game to the maximum 
when facing Iran, bringing far greater ener-
gy onto the court. That’s why we can’t afford 
to be fooled by previous results,” Shamsaei told the official website of the Iranian Foot-
ball Federation.
“It’s not a case of simply boarding a plane, 
picking up the trophy, and coming back. 
It will take a great deal of effort and hard 
work.“We are aiming for the ultimate prize, but 
for now our focus is firmly on the group 
stage, and then we will turn our attention to the later rounds in due course,” the Iranian 
futsal great added.

Mahdi Olfati’s historic gold medal 
at the Men’s Artistic Gymnastics 
Asian Championships in June was 
recognized as “one of the sport’s 10 biggest stories” of 2025 by the 
International Gymnastics Federa-
tion (FIG).
Olfati made history for Iranian 
gymnastics by scoring 14.500 
points in the men’s vault final in 
Jecheon, South Korea, claiming the 
country’s first gold in 12 editions 
of the competition.
China’s Huang Mingqi took silver, 
while reigning Olympic champion 
Carlos Yulo of the Philippines set-
tled for bronze.

“2024 Olympian Mahdi Olfa-
ti raised the standard on men’s vault when he landed a Yurchenko 
full-twisting double back at the 
Asian Championships in Jecheon,” 
the FIG report said.“The 5.6 difficulty vault made Olfa-ti the first Iranian gymnast to win 
an Asian title in gymnastics and 
etched his name into the Men’s 
Code of Points as the creator of 
one of gymnastics’ most challeng-ing new skills,” the report added.
The 24-year-old Iranian also made 
history at the Asian Games in 
Hangzhou, China, two years ago, 
when he claimed vault silver — Iran’s first-ever artistic gymnastics 
medal in 19 editions of the Games.

Iran’s Rahaman Amouzad has been named the United World Wrestling (UWW) Most Dominant Freestyle Wrestler of the Year, 
securing the fourth award for the country at the annual UWW 
Awards.
The 23-year-old standout edged 
fellow Iranian world champion 
Amirhossein Zare’, Americans Za-
hid Valencia and Kyle Snyder, and Russian Zaur Uguev to claim the 
prestigious honor.
The recognition follows a domi-
nant 12-month stretch in which 
Amouzad returned to the top of 
the sport with title-winning cam-paigns at the Senior World Cham-
pionships, the Islamic Solidarity 
Games and the Muhamet Malo 
Ranking Series event. He finished 
the season ranked world No. 1 in 
the 65kg category with 58,000 
points.
Amouzad compiled a flawless 14-0 record in 2025, with five victories coming against elite 
opponents who hold world or 
Olympic medals — including 
American Real Woods (twice), Uzbekistan’s Umidjon Jalalov 
and Kyrgyzstan’s Taiyrbek Zhu-mashbek Uulu.
The highlight of his season came 
at September’s World Champion-ships in Zagreb, where he avenged 
his loss to Kotaro Kiyooka in the final of the Paris Olympics by de-
feating the Japanese wrestler in 

emphatic fashion. Amouzad se-cured a technical superiority vic-tory in the first period of the 65kg final to claim his second world 
title, adding to his 2022 triumph.Remarkably, across his five wins 
against top-tier opponents, 
Amouzad outscored them by a 
combined margin of 42-4.Nicknamed “Ruthless Rahman,” 
Amouzad was equally dominant 

at the Islamic Solidarity Games in November, reaching the final in 
Riyadh without conceding a single point before overpowering Tajik-
istan’s Abdulmazhid Kudiev 12-2 
to secure his second major gold 
medal in less than two months.
Amouzad’s compatriot Saeid Es-
maeili was earlier named Most Dominant Greco-Roman Wrestler 
of 2025, following a stellar season 

in which the reigning Olympic 
champion also captured world 
and ISG gold medals, along with 
a second consecutive Asian title 
in March.
Meanwhile, Gholamreza Farrokhi 
claimed the Breakout Performer 
of the Year award after posting 
a perfect 17-0 record across his 
international appearances, in-cluding 11 victories by technical 

superiority.Farrokhi announced his arrival 
on the senior stage at Febru-ary’s Ranking Series event in 
Zagreb, defeating 2024 world silver medalist Erik Szilvássy of 
Hungary 6-2 in the 82kg final. 
He built on that momentum at 
the World Championships in 
September, amassing 37 points 
across four bouts while con-

ceding just one en route to the 
world title.After moving up to the 87kg di-vision at the U23 World Cham-
pionships in October, Farrokhi swept aside all five opponents by 
technical superiority — including Ukraine’s Ivan Chmyr in the fi-nal — to clinch gold in Novi Sad, 
Serbia. He capped off his season 
with another title at the Islamic 
Solidarity Games, beating Ka-zakhstan’s Islam Yevloyev 6-0 in the final.
In addition, Iran was named Top 
Greco-Roman Team of 2025 fol-lowing a prolific year that saw the 
nation complete a clean sweep 
of four world team titles across 
all age groups. Iranian wrestlers 
earned medals in 29 of the 40 
weight categories on offer, col-lecting 10 golds, six silvers and 13 
bronzes.
The high point of Iran’s inter-
national campaign came at the Senior World Championships 
in Zagreb, where a remarkable haul of four golds, two silvers 
and two bronzes secured only 
the country’s second team title 
— and its first since 2014 — in 
the history of the competition.

Amouzad named Most Dominant 
Freestyle Wrestler of the Year

UWW Awards:

AFC Futsal Asian Cup:

Sports Desk

Iranian freestyle wrestler Rahman 

Amouzad celebrates after his final victory 
over Japan’s Kotaro Kiyooka at the World 
Championships in Zagreb, Croatia, on 
September 16, 2025. 
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In the heart of Tehran, fashion 
designers are breathing new life 
into Iran’s traditional crafts by re-purposing fine fabrics and ornate 
embroidery from old tablecloths 
and transforming them into con-
temporary, wearable garments. 
Drawing inspiration from Iran’s 
majestic historical architecture 
and the diverse artistic traditions 
of its regions, they have created 
vests and coats that are more than 
items of clothing — they function 
as cultural messengers of the Ira-
nian plateau.
According to IRNA, designers and 
tailors of traditional clothing in 
Tehran have embarked on a dis-
tinctive path — one that remains 
faithful to the deep-rooted history 
of needlework while simultane-
ously addressing environmental 
concerns through the use of recy-
cled and reclaimed textiles.
Through conversations with fash-
ion designers and artisans, this 
report explores efforts to revive 
Baluchi embroidery, the pricing 
mechanisms of handmade gar-

ments, targeted job creation for 
talented women — particularly 
those living in marginalized areas 
— and hopeful initiatives aimed at 
exporting these cultural symbols 
beyond Iran’s borders.
Nasrin Farrokhi, a Tehran-based 
designer of traditional clothing, 
said she represents a style she re-
fers to as “recycled fashion.” “Our 
main approach is to reuse fabrics 
and materials that are no longer 
considered usable. For instance, 
old tablecloths featuring valuable 
and intricate embroidery are re-
stored and then sewn onto tradi-
tional garments,” she explained.
Farrokhi added that by recycling 
textiles, she seeks not only to re-
vive precious handicrafts such 
as needlework, but also to trans-
fer these arts into new, practical 
forms while contributing to the 
preservation of the environment.
Commenting on public reception 
and pricing, she noted that sales 
are largely conducted through so-
cial media platforms, supported 
by her daughter’s active fashion 
atelier in Shiraz. “These innova-
tive traditional garments — cre-

ated using recycled luxury fabrics 
and inspired by themes such as 
nature — have been very well re-
ceived. Prices vary depending on 
the amount of handwork involved 
and the materials used,” she said.
Farrokhi stated that she has not 
yet succeeded in exporting her 
products. However, by partici-
pating in handicraft and fashion 
exhibitions, she hopes to estab-
lish professional connections and 
receive support from the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts, particularly in the field of exports.
She emphasized that Iranian arts 
— especially regional needlework 
traditions — are exceptionally 
rich. “Exporting culture does not 
simply mean physically showcas-
ing clothing. Conveying Iranian 
concepts and artistry through a 
simple item such as a vest is itself 
a form of cultural promotion. Giv-
en their beauty and high artistic 
value, these products have strong 
potential to attract international 
audiences,” she said.
Farrokhi also stressed the im-
portance of institutional support, 

noting that many female heads of 
household and women in vulner-
able circumstances possess valu-
able skills that deserve recogni-
tion and backing. Drawing on her 
eight years of experience manag-
ing a top-level tailoring and design 
institute outside Tehran, she said 
she is now working to establish 
training spaces in the capital and 
to outsource production to wom-
en who, due to mobility or social 
constraints, are unable to work 
outside their homes.
Another Tehran-based designer, 
Kimia Faramarzi, said her work 
began with the idea of portraying 
Iran through art and design. “Our 
primary sources of inspiration 
are Iran’s ancient monuments 
and cultural treasures. We tra-
ditionally embroider motifs and 
landmarks such as the Jameh 
Mosque of Yazd, the Nasir al-Molk 
Mosque, the Blue Mosque, Si-o-se 
Pol Bridge, and Azadi Tower onto 
garments,” she told IRNA.
Faramarzi explained that while 
the main focus of her work is on 
vests, coats and other garments 
are also designed and produced. 

She added that participation in the Iranian Vest Exhibition signifi-
cantly increased public attention 
toward this product.
“Our designs often incorpo-
rate Baluchi needlework and 
hand-stitching techniques. In or-
der to support the embroiderers, 
prices are set slightly higher,” she 
said.
According to Faramarzi, the de-
sign and production process is 
highly collaborative. Needlework 
is carried out by women artisans 
in Baluchistan, and once the em-broidered pieces are sent, the fi-
nal designs are developed based 
on the fabrics and needlework 
received. “As a result, each piece is 
entirely unique,” she added.
She stressed that exporting these 
products could not only introduce 
Iran’s historical landmarks and 
cultural symbols to internation-
al audiences, but also generate 
greater income for women in mar-
ginalized communities, enabling 
them to achieve a more stable and dignified livelihood.
Nazli Avesta, another traditional 
clothing designer based in Teh-

ran, said her main interest lies 
in blending Baluchi embroidery 
with modern fashion aesthetics. 
“By combining needlework with 
denim fabric, I design and produce 
women’s vests. The vest is a prac-
tical and elegant garment that had 
long fallen out of everyday use,” 
she said.
Avesta noted that demand for 
distinctive, traditional Iranian 
designs is strong; however, the 
cost of handmade traditional gar-
ments remains higher than that of 
industrially produced clothing. To 
attract customers seeking more 
affordable options, she explained, 
machine-made fabrics featuring 
traditional patterns are combined 
with denim.
She added that her team also pro-
duces items such as mini-scarves 
and neck wraps incorporating 
Baluchi embroidery, which are 
both decorative and functional as 
head coverings. Regarding insti-
tutional support, Avesta said that 
discussions have recently taken 
place with relevant authorities to secure financial facilities and as-
sistance for artisans.

Gisum village, located in Talesh, 
Gilan Province, has been selected 
as one of 14 villages nationwide 
nominated for global registration, 
due to its unique natural and cul-
tural capacities and the active 
participation of local residents in 
environmental protection. The vil-
lage’s narrative is deeply rooted in 
the sustainable coexistence of hu-
mans and nature in the heart of the 
Hyrcanian forests.
Seyyed Mostafa Fatemi stated that 
the central story and narrative of 
the village must focus on environ-
mental conservation. Emphasizing 
the role of public participation in 
protecting the surrounding envi-
ronment, he said that educational 
workshops should be organized for 
local communities in cooperation 
with the Department of Environ-
ment, ISNA wrote.
He stressed that a key priority is 
the development of a village man-
agement plan based on environ-
mental standards. Fatemi added 
that global registration should 
serve as a catalyst for preserving 
the village’s environment, noting 
that forest tourism has become a 
prominent global trend in which 
tourist presence not only avoids 
environmental degradation but 
can also contribute positively to 
the expansion of green spaces, car-
bon reduction, and the decrease of 
pollution.
Emphasizing the need to pilot this 
model in Gisum, he stated that the 
implementation of a “zero-waste” 

plan should also be considered, 
alongside efforts to increase pub-
lic participation in such initiatives. 
Fatemi further underlined the 
crucial role of natural resources 
agencies, environmental authori-
ties, and other stakeholders, call-
ing for their active involvement in 
provincial and county committees 
to provide consultation on viable 
village-based initiatives.
Referring to the strong perfor-
mance of the provincial tourism 
committee chaired by the Gov-
ernor of Gilan Province, he said 
environmental institutions and 
non-governmental organizations 
must adopt an education-oriented 
approach to properly convey the 
village’s story — one centered on 
environmental conservation and 
ecological restoration.
He added that the continued 
planting of native trees by envi-
ronmental and natural resources 
authorities, the establishment of a 
handicrafts market, support for vil-
lagers’ creative handicraft produc-

tion, and the launch of a dedicated 
village website are among the nec-
essary measures to be pursued.
Yousef Salmankhah, Director Gen-
eral of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts of Gilan Province, 
described Gisum as a pristine 
natural landscape nestled within 
the Hyrcanian forests. He said the 
village’s scenery captivates every 
observer, referring to its natural 
features as a divinely bestowed 
spectacle capable of hosting fes-
tivals such as coastal and foothill 
autumn foliage events.
Noting that Gisum is a four-season 
village, Salmankhah highlighted its 
majestic autumns, beautiful win-
ters, and pleasant springs, adding 
that sand sculpture festivals could 
also be organized in line with the 
region’s climate. He stated that the 
village has a history of around 500 
years and has long been one of the 
main settlements of the Talesh 
people, with a population structure that has seen no significant in-mi-
gration to date.

He described Gisum as a living her-
itage of human–nature interaction 
within the Hyrcanian forests, em-
phasizing that its residents have 
historically served as guardians 
of the natural environment. He 
added that the village’s narrative reflects attachment, solidarity, con-
vergence, and alignment between 
local people and authorities, show-
casing a distinctive model of local 
governance.
According to him, the criteria out-
lined by the World Tourism Or-
ganization are present in Gisum, 
qualifying the village for inclusion 
on the organization’s list of tourism 
villages.
Regarding tourism infrastructure, 
Salmankhah said Gisum includes 
three well-known forest sites 
hosting tourism complexes, 20 
guesthouses, and two eco-lodges. 
He also pointed to the village’s dis-
tinctive architecture and layout, its 
historical values, settlement heri-
tage, deep-rooted human–nature 
connections, historic routes and 

forest roads, as well as local culture 
and rituals, as key advantages.
He added that seasonal handicrafts 
and souvenir markets are among 
Gisum’s prominent cultural tour-
ism assets. Supporting the local 
economy, he said, can further pro-
mote rural tourism, marine tour-
ism, ecotourism, and handicrafts, 
including traditional crafts such as 
kilim weaving, woodcraft, and bas-
ket weaving. He also noted that tra-
ditional Taleshi clothing is another 
element that uniquely connects 
color, nature, and people in Gisum.
Reza Jamshidi, Governor of Talesh, 
noted Gisum village possesses 
exceptional cultural, economic, 
and tourism capacities. Covering 
more than 80 hectares, the village 
is located adjacent to the sea and 
alongside the young, lush Hyrca-
nian forests.He highlighted the famous five-ki-
lometer Gisum forest road as one 
of the area’s main attractions, de-
scribing it as a stunning natural 
corridor linking forest and sea, 

and one of the most beautiful land-
scapes in northern Iran and Gilan 
Province, attracting millions of 
tourists annually.
Jamshidi emphasized the impor-
tance of the village’s traditional 
fabric and wooden structures, 
which are harmonized with the lo-
cal ecosystem and create a pictur-
esque setting. He noted that both 
domestic and international tourists 
not only visit Gisum for sightseeing 
but often choose to stay in the vil-
lage for several days.
He underscored the spontaneous 
and active involvement of Gisum 
residents in forest protection, nat-
ural resource conservation, water 
resource preservation, and waste 
management, noting that local au-
thorities and other stakeholders 
are also actively engaged in these 
efforts.
Jamshidi added that organizing 
local festivals, traditional ceremo-
nies, and rural tourism activities in 
the coastal-forest village of Gisum 
— long home to indigenous com-
munities — can further enhance 
tourist attraction. He also pointed 
to the village’s high international 
ecological value due to its location 
within the globally registered Hyr-
canian forests, its rich biodiversity, 
and the rare adjacency of forest 
and sea, making it one of western 
Gilan’s most distinctive destina-
tions.
According to ISNA, 14 villages 
across the country have been se-
lected for global registration, with 
Gisum village in Gilan Province 
among them.
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In recent years, as economic and po-
litical cooperation between Iran and 
China has expanded, banking chal-
lenges linked to international and 
unilateral sanctions have emerged 
for Iranians living in China, particu-
larly students. These problems stem 
less from bilateral relations than 
from the requirements of the inter-
national banking system and sanc-
tions pressure on Iran. At times, such 
restrictions have made it difficult for 
segments of the Iranian community 
in China to access basic banking ser-
vices.
China, one of Iran’s closest econom-
ic partners and a major destination 
for Iranian exports, has consistently 
opposed unilateral US sanctions. Bi-
lateral ties are currently developing 
within the framework of strategic 
cooperation, notably under the 25-
year comprehensive cooperation 
agreement. Analysts say that as the 
agreement gradually moves into its 
implementation phase, it could help 
ease some banking barriers and fa-
cilitate financial interaction between 
the two countries.
In this context, expectations are 
growing that, through stronger ex-
ecutive mechanisms, use of existing 
capacities and new financial tools, 
banking issues faced by Iranians in 
China — especially students — may 
gradually be addressed. Iran Daily 
spoke with Mohammadreza Elha-
mi, vice president of the Iran-China 
Friendship Association (ICFA), about 
these issues, measures taken so far 
and prospects for resolving the chal-
lenges as bilateral cooperation deep-
ens.
 
IRAN DAILY: What is behind the clo-
sure of Iranian bank accounts in Chi-
na, and what problems has this cre-
ated, particularly for students?
ELHAMI: After sanctions were ramped 
up, Chinese banks and companies — 
due to their extensive ties with interna-tional financial institutions, especially 
US banks — imposed restrictions on 
Iranian nationals to avoid exposure 
to sanctions. These measures affected 
both companies and banks.
At times, Iranian travelers holding 
Iranian passports were unable to ex-
change the US dollar even at airports, which was one of the first visible signs 
of these restrictions. For Iranians re-
siding in China — including merchants, 
businesspeople and students — the sit-
uation was more serious, as their bank 

accounts were closed. This has been the case for almost seven years and is di-rectly linked to banking sanctions.
Some businesspeople were forced to register property or open accounts in 
the names of Chinese nationals to con-
ceal Iranian involvement, which creat-
ed additional problems. Students faced similar difficulties. Even students on 
Chinese government scholarships, who 
were meant to receive stipends through 
bank transfers, were unable to open ac-
counts. In practice, opening US dollar 
accounts for Iranians was impossible, forcing many students, both scholar-ship recipients and others, to rely on 
informal markets or Chinese interme-diaries to manage their finances.
 
How have students without scholar-
ships or those needing financial sup-
port from Iran managed under these 
conditions?
This has been one of the main chal-
lenges for students. Some attempted to manage through embassy channels 
or indirect methods, but overall 
the situation has been extreme-ly difficult. Over the past sever-al years, the issue has repeat-edly been raised through Iran’s Foreign Ministry and in discus-sions with Chinese officials, both at embassy level and within the ICFA.
The Chinese side has said these deci-sions are made by banks. Given their 
extensive international links, Chinese 
banks seek to preserve those relation-ships and avoid sanctions by complying with restrictions on Iran. China’s bank-ing transactions with Iran are relatively 
small compared with its dealings with 
other international banks, leading Chi-nese financial institutions to avoid tak-
ing on sanctions risk.
 
What immediate solutions have 
been considered, particularly for 
students?
According to available information, 
between 5,000 to 6,000 Iranians live 
in China, most of them students, along 
with around 500 Iranian businesspeo-ple and merchants. Given the large 
number of students, solutions have been sought specifically for this group.
Recent information suggests that some 
facilitation has been introduced, in-cluding access to the widely used Ali-pay payment system. In China, many transactions are conducted digitally 
via QR codes, with funds deducted di-rectly from accounts. Iranian students 
appear to have gained limited access to this system using their identification 
documents, allowing them to handle daily expenses.This has addressed part of the students’ 
problem, but merchants and business 
operators continue to face unresolved 

issues related to opening ac-
counts and conducting bank-

ing transactions.
 

But even these payment sys-
tems require funds to be deposited. 
Is it not possible to distinguish be-
tween students, ordinary citizens 
and businesspeople?
For students, such differentiation has 
been applied to some extent. Chinese 
government scholarship students re-ceive payments in yuan, which are deposited into yuan-denominated ac-counts. If they have personal funds, they typically convert dollars into yuan 
through the informal market or via 
Chinese contacts and deposit the funds accordingly.However, the problem of officially transferring money from Iran in US dollars has not been fully resolved and, in many cases, remains possible only 
through exchange houses.
 
Given the 25-year cooperation agree-
ment, should China not be expected 
to take stronger action, especially for 
Iranian students?
In trade, part of the problem has been 
addressed through mechanisms such as 
barter, including oil-for-goods arrange-ments that avoid monetary transfers. 
Since China produces most of the goods 
Iran needs, this has helped mitigate some difficulties.Another key objective of the 25-year 
agreement is the internationalization of the yuan and its use as an alternative 
to the US dollar in transactions, which 
could help resolve existing issues. Fi-nancial mechanisms such as China’s 

CIFT system have also been discussed, 
with indications that Iranian business-people may be able to use it, though the 
extent of its implementation remains 
unclear.
Following President Masoud Pezeshki-an’s visit to China and developments af-ter the 12-day war, both sides appear to 
have concluded that closer cooperation 
is needed. Mutual trust has increased, which could help resolve financial ob-
stacles and strengthen cooperation in 
other areas.
 
Can Chinese banks persuade foreign 
counterparts to make exceptions at 
least for limited student accounts?
Yes, this is possible. If there is genuine 
determination to resolve the problems faced by traders and students, solu-tions can be found. Efforts by China in 
this area would signal the level of com-mitment to implementing the 25-year 
agreement in practice.Previously, intermediary banks such 
as Bank of Kunlun were designated 
to handle such transactions and were accepted by the international banking system for a time, but their operations later faced difficulties as sanctions in-tensified.
 
As an ICFA member, do you expect 
the Chinese government to propose 
a clear solution?Yes. The 25-year agreement has taken on symbolic importance. On one side, 
foreign opponents promoted negative narratives around it. On the other, Chi-na’s caution due to sanctions concerns meant Iran ultimately bore the costs.
However, recent developments and 

growing mutual needs have created 
conditions for more practical coopera-
tion, raising hopes that these issues can gradually be settled.
 
Under the 25-year agreement, what 
should be the main areas of focus, 
and what does Iran expect?
The expectation is not an excessive tilt 
toward China, but rather meaningful 
Chinese investment in Iran alongside trade, particularly in renewable ener-gy, infrastructure, transport, and oil 
and gas.
Investment, rather than imports alone, is what generates employment and 
economic growth for Iran. Such coop-eration also benefits China econom-ically and helps counter perceptions that China seeks only to sell products 
abroad. Achieving this requires sim-plifying bureaucracy and speeding up 
administrative processes in Iran so cooperation can proceed on a mutually beneficial basis.
 
How beneficial could Chinese partic-
ipation in production inside Iran be 
for China itself?It would be highly beneficial. Iran offers significant investment opportunities that can be profitable for China. Chinese products, contrary to some perceptions, are of high quality in many sectors and 
meet global standards.
At the same time, Iranian traders and regulatory bodies must ensure quality control so that high-quality Chinese 
goods enter the Iranian market. This benefits Iranian consumers while also 
protecting the reputation of Chinese 
products in Iran.

Two  I ra n i a n  fe a t u re 
films have been select-
ed to screen at the ninth 
International Folklore 
Film Festival in India, Mehr News Agency re-ported on Wednesday.‘The Sound of Silence,’ 
written, directed and produced by Mehrad 

M e h r k i s h ,  a n d  ‘ T h e Last Romance,’ direct-ed by Asal Javanmardi and produced by Mehdi 
Karamad Tabrizi,  will 
be shown at the festi-
val ,  which runs from January 15 to 20, in the city of Thrissur in In-dia’s southern state of 

Kerala.
The Last Romance stars Nasser Jalali, Hourieh 
Khosravi, Niloufar Pour-
mehdi ,  Raha Alvandi 
and Atash Taghipour. 
The cast of The Sound 
o f  S i l e n c e  i n c l u d e s 
Maedeh Rezvani, Shadi 
Niknam, Amirhossein 

Niknam, Mahsa Pour-hadi, Negar Sanjarifar, Hediyeh Hashemi, Satiar Rajabi and Mehrad Meh-
rkish, among others.
The International Folk-
lore Film Festival held annually is a specialized 
Indian cinema event fo-
cusing on culture, ritu-

als, folklore and indig-
enous narratives, and 
screens independent 
and ethnographic films 
from around the world.
Internat ional  d istr i -
bution of both Iranian 
films is being handled by Solmaz Etemad, an 
Iranian writer and poet.
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