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Arts & Culture Desk

Fajr Film Festival poster unveiled 
featuring veteran actor Ali Nassirian

The poster for Iran’s 
annual Fajr Film Festi-

val, the country’s most 
important cinematic 
event, was unveiled on 
Saturday, drawing on an 

image of veteran actor Ali 
Nassirian from the Irani-
an film Stone Lion.
The film, directed and 

written by Masoud Jafari 
Jozani and starring Ali 
Nassirian and Ezzatollah 
Entezami, was released 

in 1986 and is consid-
ered one of the notable 
works of Iranian cinema.
The poster was designed 
by Mehdi Davaei, accord-
ing to IRNA.
Speaking at the unveil-
ing ceremony, festival 
secretary Manouchehr 
Shahsavari said he was 
pleased that the festival 
poster once again fea-
tured an image from a 
landmark Iranian film 
and one of the country’s 
leading cultural figures.
Shahsavari described 
Nassirian as someone 
who “could perhaps be 
considered the equiva-
lent of Persepolis” in the 
history of the country’s 
culture and art.
“A phenomenon who is 
a role model for all of us. 
Nassirian represents eth-
ics and artistry for all of 
us, and the combination 
of the two, along with his 
approach and feelings 

toward this land, and the 
fact that the name of Iran 
never leaves his lips,” he 
added.
Now 90, Nassirian is re-
garded as one of the leg-
ends of acting in Iranian 
cinema, theatre and tele-
vision.
He first appeared on 
screen in The Cow, di-
rected by Dariush Mehr-
jui in 1969, and has since 
won the Fajr Film Fes-
tival’s Crystal Simorgh 
award twice for best ac-
tor in a leading role and 
once for best supporting 
actor.
The 44th edition of the 
Fajr Film Festival will 
be held in Tehran from 
Feb. 1 to February 11. 
According to the festi-
val’s official call, more 
than 127 films applied to 
take part, with around 22 
Iranian films expected to 
be selected for the final 
competition.

Tehran cartoon 
biennial draws artists 
from 72 countries

Artists from 72 countries are participating 
in the 12th Tehran International Cartoon 
Biennial, with thousands of works sub-
mitted and several hundred selected for 
exhibition, the event’s secretary said.
Masoud Shajaei Tabatabaei told IRIB 
News on Friday that 4,310 works were 
sent to the biennial of which 782 pieces 
were chosen for display.
According to the secretary, the exhibi-
tion includes thematic cartoons focused 
on “haste”, a free-theme cartoon section, 
and a caricature category featuring hu-
morous portraits. Tabatabaei said “haste” 
was chosen as the main theme because it 
had become a global issue, affecting areas 
such as driving, judgment and human re-
lationships, and lends itself to expression 
through the international language of car-
icature. The exhibition of selected works 
will open on January 8 at Tehran’s Saba 
Cultural and Artistic Institute.
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