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Global outcry over US abduction 
of Venezuelan president
Iran FM raps US move as 
‘clear instance of state terrorism’

Calls mount for immediate release of 
Maduro 2

Veep says gov’t acknowledges 
‘right to criticism’ over shortcomings  
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Media warfare; from 
information to influence

Iran-Japan Joint 
Chamber of Commerce:
JETRO’s revival 
offers ‘realistic 
bridge’ for 
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trade ties 3
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sustainable 
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Super Cup 6

When 
Washington 
wavers, the 
Middle East 
pays the price

At a time when the United 
States remains one of the most 
influential actors in global 
politics, growing signs of dys-
function in Washington’s de-
cision-making process are be-
coming increasingly difficult to 
ignore. The roots of this disrup-
tion lie not in external shocks, 
but in deep and persistent divi-
sions within US domestic pol-
itics. Reports and analysis in 
outlets such as the Washington 
Post paint a consistent picture 
of political polarization, institu-
tional fatigue, and the erosion 
of consensus in the American 
system of governance. The con-
sequences of this instability 
do not stop at US borders. The 
Middle East is among the first 
regions to feel its impact.
In international politics, the 
internal dynamics of major 
powers invariably shape their 
external behavior. As political 
fragmentation intensifies in the 
United States and policy coordi-
nation becomes more difficult, 
American foreign policy tends 
to grow more reactive, less 
predictable, and increasingly 
driven by short-term domestic 
considerations. For the Mid-
dle East—a region long accus-
tomed to the strategic weight 
of US decisions—this volatility 
translates into heightened un-
certainty and shrinking space 
for long-term planning.
Washington’s growing preoc-
cupation with internal crises, 
from electoral rivalries to insti-
tutional deadlock, has gradually 
pushed foreign 
policy into the 
background or, worse, turned it 
into a tool for domestic political 
consumption.
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President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) chairs 
a meeting with his cabinet members also 
attended by Iran’s security chief Ali Larijai 
(2nd L) “to ensure food security” in Tehran on 
January 4, 2026.
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Iran revamps forex policy
to address livelihood woes
Pezeshkian says new policy to maintain support, not to cut subsidies 3


