
First Vice President Mohammad 
Reza Aref announced in an online 
ceremony on Tuesday the launch of 
a domestically produced 250-kilo-
watt solar inverter and the commis-
sioning of a reference laboratory for 
solar inverters.
Aref described the production of 
the 250-kilowatt solar inverter as a 
very appropriate step that “can ad-
dress part of the country’s needs in 
establishing a domestic solar power 
supply chain,” IRNA reported.

He added that operating the refer-
ence laboratory for solar inverters 
“plays a significant role in harmo-
nizing the solar power generation 
chain, achieving self-sufficiency, and 
enhancing production.”
Aref emphasized the importance of 
solar energy in rectifying imbalanc-
es in Iran’s energy sector, stating, “In 
the energy domain, we must pursue 
diversification and a decentralized 
strategy to minimize our vulnera-
bility.”
He noted that two years ago, the 
previous government approved a na-
tional plan for solar power systems 
and the full supply chain. “One com-
ponent concerns solar power gener-
ation, but the plan goes beyond elec-
tricity production,” Aref said, adding 
that the Pezeshkian administration 
aims to achieve a significant leap in 
output beyond the 5% annual target.
The Pezeshkian government aims 
to install 30,000 MW of non-fossil 
capacity over the next three years 
amid an expected power shortfall 
next year.
Separately, on Tuesday, Mohsen 
Tarztalab, head of Iran’s Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency Orga-
nization (SATBA), announced that 
the country’s renewable energy ca-
pacity had surpassed 3,500 mega-
watts.

Expansion of nuclear power 
capacity
Also on Tuesday, Musa Ahmadi, 
chairman of Parliament’s Energy 
Committee, announced plans to de-
velop 2,000 megawatts of new nucle-
ar power capacity.
Speaking at an event marking the 
303-megawatt renewable com-
missioning, Ahmadi told ILNA that 
“Iran’s current nuclear power gen-
eration capacity stands at around 
1,000 megawatts with the Bushehr 
nuclear power plant in southern 
Iran, but expanding nuclear electric-
ity is on the agenda.”
“Planning is underway to construct 
2,000 megawatts of new nuclear ca-
pacity, and nuclear power generation 
will expand in the coming years,” he 
added.
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President Masoud Pezeshkian said 
Tuesday that the government is im-
plementing sweeping reforms to its 
energy subsidy and foreign exchange 
systems, aiming to end entrenched 
rent-seeking practices and prevent 
capital flight.
“Through reforms on gasoline and 
gasoil, the government is directly and 
fairly depositing subsidies into citizens’ 
bank accounts to root out rent-seeking 
and stop capital outflows,” Pezeshkian 
said, SHANA reported.
“This recent move does not mean the 
elimination of subsidies. Rather, subsi-
dies are now being paid directly to the 
accounts of all citizens to ensure justice 
in resource distribution and prevent 
corruption.”
The administration decided to supply 
foreign currency for essential goods 
and production inputs through a sec-
ondary market platform operated by 
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI). Under 
the plan — which will take effect with 
the new fiscal year beginning March 
21 — priority access to foreign ex-
change for basic goods and inputs will 
be allocated via the designated mar-
ket platform and the CBI’s dedicated 

gateway.
Officials said the redesign seeks to 
eliminate distortions caused by multi-
ple exchange rates, reduce uncertainty 
for economic actors, and establish last-
ing market stability.

“In sectors like gasoline and gasoil, the 
public must first be assured that the 
government is directly and fairly trans-
ferring all subsidies into individual ac-
counts,” Pezeshkian said. “Instead of al-
lowing select groups — through import 

over-invoicing, export under-invoicing, 
and false declarations to obtain foreign 
currency — to drain capital from the 
country, we have decided to halt this 
harmful practice at its roots.”
On the budget front, lawmakers in 
Iran’s Parliament approved the general 
outlines of next year’s budget bill in a 
public session on Monday by a major-
ity vote. The government has capped 
overall budget growth at just 2%.
“A 2% budget increase means the gov-
ernment has compressed its expendi-
tures as much as possible,” Pezeshkian 
noted. “On one hand, there is public 
expectation for salary increases; on the 
other, we are committed not to raise 
taxes despite limited national revenue 
and oil sales constrained by sanctions.”
“In such conditions, if we fail to make 
realistic decisions, we will push the 
country toward crisis and then com-
plain about its consequences,” he add-
ed.
In the energy sector, Iran produces 
and consumes approximately 9 million 
barrels of oil and gas per day, with the 
bulk used domestically and a portion 
exported despite significant challenges. 
“Just a 10% reduction in consumption 
could free up substantial resources,” 
Pezeshkian said.

First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref (C)
orders the launch of a 250-kilowatt solar inverter 
and a reference laboratory for solar inverters in 
an online ceremony on January 6, 2026.
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Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev 
said on Monday that Armenia will 
gain access to Iran’s railway network 
through the autonomous republic of 
Nakhchivan, as part of broader plans 
to connect the region’s railways, ac-
cording to Azerbaijan’s Azertaj news 
agency.
Aliyev said that Baku intends to con-
nect the regions of Karabakh and 
Eastern Zangazur to Nakhchivan, 
noting that Armenia would also 
benefit from the project. “Roads be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
between Armenia and Turkey will be 
opened, and Armenia will have access 
to Iran’s railway through Nakhchivan 
and to Russia’s railway through Azer-
baijan,” he said in an interview with 
Azerbaijani media, IRNA reported.
Back on August 8, Aliyev and Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
signed the US-mediated peace deal at 
the White House. The accord includes 
the creation of a transit corridor 
through Armenia to connect Azer-
baijan to its exclave of Nakhchivan – a 
longstanding demand of Baku.
“Currently, travel from Azerbaijan’s 
main territory to Nakhchivan re-
quires a longer route through Bila-
suvar, – the capital of the Bilasuvar 
District of Azerbaijan,” Aliev added.
In the future, the journey will cover 
only 45–50 kilometers through Irani-
an territory, creating two connections 
from the main part of Azerbaijan to 
Nakhchivan; one via Iran and the oth-
er via Armenia, Aliyev said.
The Azerbaijani president also em-
phasized the need for a railway line 
connecting Nakhchivan to Turkey.
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