
The sole way to prevent the outbreak of a new war was 
to be prepared for it, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi said, months after Israel and the United States 
waged an aggression against the Islamic Republic in 
June that lasted 12 days. 
“Currently, we are more prepared than the 12-day war 
and this is the only way to avert conflict… though we do 
not seek it,” Araghchi told a ceremony in the Lebanese 
capital Beirut where a new chapter of his book titled 
‘Power of Negotiation’ in Arabic was unveiled, IRNA re-
ported on Saturday.
Israel unleased a waved of airstrikes on Iran in the early 
hours of June 13, targeting military and civilian sites that 
lead to the killing of some 1,200 people including top 
miliary commanders. 
Iran responded by launching hundreds of ballistic mis-
siles and drones on Israeli military and energy infra-
structure, killing dozens and causing severe damage.      
The US joined the aggression by pounding three Iranian 
nuclear energy facilities in central Iran. 
Araghchi said Iran learnt a lesson from the June conflict 
“that is the US and the Zionist regime [of Israel] only un-
derstand the language of force.” 
“They should be talked to with this very language,” he said. 
The US-Israeli war occurred as Tehran and Washington 
were in the midst of negotiations to break the standoff 
of over the Iranian nuclear program. 
The top diplomat reiterated that Iran was ready to re-
sume talks once “the US comes to the terms that negoti-
ation is different from dictation.” 
Five rounds of talks in 2025 bore no fruit due to what 
Iranian officials say a US “excessive demand” that 
wants Iran to permanently halt its uranium enrich-
ment activity. 
Tehran, as a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty, says it is entitled to enrich uranium and no one can 
take away such a right from an NPT member.  
“We tried to enter into talks with the US last year 
based on dignity but we attained no positive results,” 
Araghchi said.
The minister added that Iran never walked out of talks, 
blaming the US for the collapse of diplomacy, but noted 
that Iran would come back to the negotiating table only 
“based on its rights and mutual interests.” 

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council Ali Larijani 
said the protest from disgruntled 
Iranian civilians should be sepa-
rated from the operations of those 
who have been organized by the 
enemies in the form of quasi-ter-
rorist urban groups.
Larijani made the remarks in an in-
terview with Lebanon Al Mayadeen 
news network late on Friday.
He said the enemies took advan-
tage of the protests held by the 
guilds and shop owners in order 
to foment violent unrest in Iran 
and transformed the protests into 
a war by dispatching firearms and 
Molotov cocktails to streets.
The fact that some rushed to storm 
military and law enforcement cen-
ters to acquire weapons indicate 
that they sought a civil war, Larija-
ni pointed out.
The comments by the top national 

security official came after the Ira-
nian capital, Tehran, and several 
more cities witnessed violent ri-
ots on Thursday and Friday nights 
when saboteurs set fire to public 
and private property, causing ex-
tensive damage.
The Iranian nation, Larijani 
stressed, will survive this crisis and 
foil the enemy’s projects through 
national unity and cohesion, the 
statement emphasized.
He said the solution to the country’s 
current predicament lies in talking 
with the people and enlightening 
them to realities, emphasizing that 
both sides on the streets are “the 
children of Iran” after all.
Larijani said that Israel and the US, 
after failing to defeat Iran during 
the imposed 12-day war in June 
2025, changed tactics and decided 
to target Iran’s element of strength, 
namely national unity.
Their weapon of choice, the secre-
tary added, was blocking paths to 

solving economic and livelihood 
problems of the people of Iran.
Noting that the officials are there 
to serve Iranians, Larijani added 
that the security forces of the coun-
try are vigilant not to allow anyone 
to hurt the people.

Army urges vigilance, 
national unity against 
hostile plots
The Iranian Army called on people 
to remain vigilant and foil hostile 
plots aimed at inciting instability 
and riots in the country.
In a statement released on Satur-
day in the wake of violent riots in a 
number of Iranian cities, the Army 
warned that the aggressive and evil 
US government has hatched plots 
to regain its dominance over the 
Iranian people.
The statement emphasized that 
the Army works in cooperation 
with other military forces to mon-
itor hostile moves in the region, 

confront any plot decisively, and 
protect the national interests, stra-
tegic infrastructures, and public 
properties.
The Army further called on the Ira-
nian people to remain vigilant and 
preserve national unity to foil the 
hostile plots.

UN envoy holds US 
accountable for turning 
protests into riots
The Iranian ambassador to the 
United Nations held the US govern-
ment responsible for transforming 
the peaceful protests in Iran into 
violent riots.
In a letter to the United Nations Se-
curity Council, Amir Saeed Iravani 
said the US is accountable for the 
violent riot and unrest in Iran.
Denouncing the US’ interference 
through threats, provocation, and 
incitement of violence and unrest, 
the envoy said such destabilizing 
US actions violate the UN Charter.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi speaks at a ceremony 
to unveil his book titled ‘Power of Negotiation’ in Arabic in 
Beirut, Lebanon, on January 9, 2026.  
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A building and cars parked in front of it are set ablaze in an undisclosed location in Tehran, Iran, on January 9, 2026.
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