
Dozen Iranian villages shortlisted for gloabl registration ‘Game together’; Iran’s theme for Expo 2027

The Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts urged researchers to 
apply their studies to address 
the country’s main challenges. 
He added, there are sever-
al researches regarding the 
main challenges, but often 
remain archived and less ap-
plied, which warrants exam-
ination, IRNA reported.
Reza Salehi-Amiri, on Mon-
day, January 12, during the 
closing ceremony of the 16th 
Research and Technology 
Festival held at the National 
Library and Archives of Iran 
(NLAI), said that research activ-
ities have always been a prior-
ity for the organization. 

The organization, he said, has 
a physical structure that pro-
vides cultural services, but 
its soul is research, which en-
sures its survival.
Salehi-Amiri emphasized 
that researchers should pro-
pose various scenarios in a 
changing environment and 
find solutions for gaps, asking 
scholars to reassess the rela-
tionship between research 
and action.
“We require ideas. For in-
stance, a researcher through 
scientific inquiry should cre-
ate ideas and suggest ways 
to counteract Iranophobia”, 
he said, adding that with over 
360 researchers, I have yet to 
see such a solution.
The minister acknowledged 

that the national library’s 
structure was designed ba-
sically with women, who are 
highly dedicated to perform-
ing tasks accurately; similarly, 
50% of the workforce in the 
Tourism Ministry are women, 
who excel in every task as-
signed, demonstrating their 
self-belief and capabilities.
The scientific secretary of the 
festival also said, out of 161 
submissions with 21 ideas, 
80 works were deemed wor-
thy of evaluation.
Saeed Molaei added, com-
pared to the past four years, 
the number of submissions 
for the festival increased from 
64 to 102 in the book category, 
but we observed no significant 
change in the research section.

He explained, the festival’s 
call for submissions was pub-
lished on October 15, and 
works in various formats, in-
cluding master’s theses and 
books, were submitted to the 
festival’s secretariat and 99 
judges evaluated the works 
within 40 days.
Molaei added in the category 
of the selection of researchers, 
10 participants included one 
academic and one non-aca-
demic member.
The Head of the NLAI Ghol-
amreza Amirkhani said that 
research in solving social 
issues has been overlooked, 
adding that humanities and 
history play a significant role 
in solving social problems but 
have received little attention.

The Ministry of Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts picked 12 Irani-
an villages for global regis-
tration, Director-General of 
Domestic Tourism Mostafa 
Fatemi said. 

Fatemi who is also the ed-
itor-in-chief of the global 
registration files added, 
the ministry conducted an 
assessment of 100 selected 
villages for potential glob-
al registration, ultimately 
choosing 50 as candidates 
for the title of Best Tourism 
Villages, ILNA reported. 
The World Tourism Orga-
nization (UNWTO) has been 
working since 2021 to re-
duce rural-urban migration, 
empower local commu-
nities, women, and youth, 
and preserve cultural and 

natural resources in villag-
es. They aim to discourage 
rural-to-urban migration 
while promoting sustain-
able tourism development.
However, in Iran, only 130 
villages remain with the 
initial capabilities for glob-
al registration assessment. 

The rest have either be-
come depopulated or have 
been renovated with incom-
patible architecture. Even 
Masouleh, a unique stair-
step village in Iran, missed 
out on global recognition 
after becoming a city, with 
tourism experts saying that 
it will never again sit on the 
UNWTO’s global stage.
He named Darak village in 
Sistan-Baluchestan prov-
ince, Qaleh Bala village in 
Semnan Province, Gisoom 
village in Gilan province, 
Shaneh Tarash village in 

Mazandaran province, 
Moeel village in Ardabil 
province, Bisheh village 
in Lorestan province, Pa-
menar village in  Khuz-
estan province,  a village in 
Markazi province, Marin 
village in Kohgiluyeh-Boy-
erahmad province, a village 

in Khorasan Razavi prov-
ince, Mesr village in Isfahan 
province,  and Afin village in 
South Khorasan province, 
as the final candidates  for 
2026 whose dossiers will 
be sent to UN Tourism. 
Fatemi said that the UNW-
TO provided nine main cri-
teria for global registration 
of rural tourism villages. 
Resources and Attrac-
tions; Protection of Re-
sources and Attractions; 
Social Sustainability (in-
volving community and women’s 
participation and guild formation) 

are among the factors. 
Environmental Sustainabil-
ity (including waste segregation 
and management, and conservation 
of rare animal species); Econom-
ic Sustainability (the extent of 
local economies’ development and 
the village’s benefit from tourism); 
Tourism Value Chain (estab-
lishment of active tourism facilities); 
Infrastructure and Commu-
nication (roads, railways, and 
internet); Social and Global 
Communication (the village’s 
global interactions); and Health 
and Safety (presence of health-
care facilities and safety for tourists) 
are other criteria. 
Fatemi emphasized that 
the final registration files 
of eight villages will be sub-
mitted to the UNWTO by 
April 2026. 
He described the global reg-
istration process as multi-
stage, including file prepa-
ration, assessment, review, 
and final selection.
Registered villages not only 
gain international brand 
and recognition but also 
receive a certificate and 
plaque from the UNWTO, 
acknowledging them as the 
best villages in the global 
tourism village list. 
Furthermore, these villag-
es gain access to annual 
training programs and ex-
perience-sharing sessions 
organized by the global 
network.

Iran is attending Expo 2027, 
an international event cen-
tered on game and enter-
tainment, with the theme 
“game together”, according 
to Mohammad Mehdi Tond-
gouyan, head of the exec-
utive committee for Iran’s 
participation, Fars reported. 
The Expo is set to be held in 
Belgrade, Serbia, May 15 to 
August 15, 2027 and more 
than 130 countries are ex-
pected to participate. 
This edition’s theme is 
“game for humanity; sport 
and music for all” ad pro-
vides an opportunity for 
countries to introduce their 
cultural, economic and tech-
nological capacities in game, 
sport and music at global 
level. 
Iran signed the official con-
tract for participation on 
December 25 and was the 
third country to finalize its 
attendance following Slova-
kia and Russia. 
Tondgouyan said Iran will 
exhibit its cultural, artistic, 
sport and musical heritage 
to the world in this event 
and expect international vis-
itors to connect with Iranian 
artists and athletes. 
Speaking at a meeting to dis-
cuss Iran’s participation, he 
explained that the Expo has 
three secondary themes, 

namely ‘the power of game’, 
‘game for development’ and 
‘game for all’, from which 
Iran has picked the latter. 
In the proposal submitted 
to the expo, Iran has in-
troduced subjects such as 
athletic heroism and Irani-
an games such as Chogan, 
while Iran’s Institute for the 
Intellectual Development of 
Children and Young Adults 
has been named as an or-
ganization purposefully fo-
cusing on games and toys, 
according to Tondgouyan. 

“ I n  E x p o  2 0 2 7 ,  a 
320-square-meter space has 
been allocated to Iran, with 
the privilege of being located 
next to the entrance,” he said. 
The host country has allo-
cated a 113-hectare area 
to the expo with environ-
mentally-friendly structures 
that can be recycled into 
the nature after the event’s 
closure, according to Tond-

gouyan. The expo is expect-
ed to attract more than four 
million visitors from across 
the world.
“Expo 2027 attracts at-
tention to the importance 
of game as a stimulator of 
change at personal, social 
and global levels,” he said. 
“Game is a way of interact-
ing with the world, express 
our true self and learn about 
others.” 
By demonstrating game as 
a human superpower, the 
event aims to show how 

playing games can help tack-
le modern-time challenges 
through unexpected, and 
yet complicated and delicate 
methods, he added. 
The meeting on Iran’s par-
ticipation in Expo 2027 was 
one of a series of specialized 
panels discussions held 
during the 10th National 
Toy Festival, which began 
on January 7. 

Analysts argue that President 
Donald Trump’s decision to 

assassinate Ira-
nian General 

Qassem Soleimani during his 
first term and his guidance and 
involvement in Israeli attacks on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities during 
his second term posed a serious 
threat to regional stability, secu-
rity, and the international credi-
bility of the United States. From 
your perspective, what are the 
consequences of these actions 
against Iran?
Trump’s actions against Iran in 
both of his terms are a serious 

threat not only to the security of 
the Middle East, but of the entire 
world.
Assassinating a military general 
is a violation of international law, 
for which no accountability was 
required. This, in itself, weakens 
international law. Additionally, 
every world leader on the plan-
et knows that Trump and the US 
have no regard for international 
law, so Trump’s threats to annex 
Canada and Greenland must be 
taken seriously.
This puts NATO in a very awk-
ward position. And any agree-
ments made with the US are only 

as good as the whims of the cur-
rent president, as indicated by 
Trump’s violation of [Iran’s 2015 nu-
clear deal] the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018.
Iran is a sovereign nation with 
a large population; despite US 
actions, it is a developed nation 
with a powerful military. The US 
bombed it in June following Is-
raeli aggression against Iran, and 
Iran’s retaliation, which would 
have wiped Israel from the map 
had the US not intervened, must 
be noted by the US. Iran and its 
government should not be trifled 
with, and it is hoped that some-

one in Trump’s cabinet under-
stands that before it is too late.

From your point of view, what 
was General Qassem Soleima-
ni’s role in shaping regional 
security and stability, and how 
did Trump’s decision to assas-
sinate him impact the power 
dynamics in the Middle East?
General Soleimani was a powerful 
and well-respected military lead-
er, and his assassination by the US 
only increased hostility throughout 
the Middle East towards the Unit-
ed States. He had worked with the 
leaders of neighboring countries to 

oppose terrorist activities and had 
excellent relations with leaders 
throughout the Middle East.
Donald Trump seemed to believe 
that the death of General Solei-
mani would bring about the fail-
ure of Iran’s military system. As is 
so often the case, he completely 
misreads the situation. Although 
a great leader, General Soleimani 
was not the only Iranian military 
leader with the knowledge and 
wisdom to navigate the danger-
ous times that Iran and the rest of 
the Middle East face. Like Trump’s 
grossly mistaken belief that, after 
the abrogation of the JCPOA, the 

Iranian government would quick-
ly seek a new agreement with the 
US, Trump seemed to believe the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) and [its overseas arm] the Quds 
Force would quickly fall apart 
without General Soleimani’s guid-
ance. This has not happened, and 
the effectiveness of Iran’s military 
was demonstrated in June when 
it responded to Israeli bombs. 
Trump and his international co-
horts need to understand that, in 
dealing with Iran, they are facing a 
powerful nation with a large pop-
ulation that is strongly supportive 
of the government.

Minister urges scholars to address Iran’s challenges 
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16th Research & Technology Festival 

Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Reza Salehi-Amiri speaks during the closing ceremony of 
the 16th Research and Technology Festival at National Library and Archives of Iran on January 12, 2026. 

 IRNA

Mohammad Mehdi Tondgouyan (C), head of the executive committee for 
Iran’s participation in Expo 2027, Speaks at a preparatory meeting in 
Tehran on January 12, 2026. 
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