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Saryazd Castle
depicts
stunning

coexistence of

humans
with desert

( Iranica Desk )

As one drives along the ancient
road from Yazd to Kerman and
gaze upon the serene, golden
desert surrounding us, it might
seem less obvious that within
this silence and simplicity, trea-
sures of history lie hidden.
One such treasure is the Sary-
azd Castle; a mud-brick struc-
ture built centuries ago not only
as a shelter for people but also,
ingeniously, as a large, secure
safe. This castle is a unique ex-
ample of the fusion of economic
and security needs in ancient
Iran, and today it is recognized
as one of the beautiful manifes-
tations of this land’s cultural
heritage, according to IRNA.
Saryazd Castle is located in
a village of the same name,
near the city of Mehriz in Yazd
Province. This area was once
a hub for caravan routes and
important trade roads, and
its strategic location gave the
castle a significant position. It
is said that the castle’s initial
core dates back to the Sassani-
an era, a period when the Irani-
an Empire was at its peak and
road security and the transpor-
tation of goods were of utmost
importance. Over different his-
torical periods, additions were
made to the structure, gradual-
ly shaping its final form.

Many of Iran’s historical castles
were built for military defense,
but Saryazd Castle has a differ-
ent story. This structure was
primarily constructed for the
protection of property, grains,
money, precious objects, and
commercial goods. When the
threat of attack, insecurity, or
banditry loomed, people and
caravans would entrust their
belongings to this castle, where
they would be stored in secure
chambers.

Architecture

The castle is built with tradi-
tional desert materials, mud
bricks and clay, covering an
area of approximately 7,000 to
8,000 square meters. The cas-
tle building has three floors,
featuring hundreds of rooms
and compartments. It is said
that there were around 450 to
470 of these rooms, each with
its independent door and lock.
This locking system played a
role in accounting and own-
ership, and no one other than
the owner could enter the com-
partment.

Although the castle primarily
served an economic role, its
defensive features are highly
notable. A deep and wide moat
surrounds the castle, serving as
one of the most significant ob-
stacles against enemy infiltra-

i

tion. The walls are constructed
in a double layer, with a path
for guards between the walls.
Four corner towers also exist,
offering comprehensive sur-
veillance of the surrounding
plains. The castle’s entrance
is designed in such a way that
passage without permission is
nearly impossible, with heavy
locks and doors providing se-
curity for its assets.

Internal space

Upon entering the structure, a
network of corridors, narrow
passages, and nested rooms
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becomes apparent, showcasing
a deliberate complexity. This
design would have confused
intruders, making it difficult
for them to find their way out.
Some chambers feature nich-
es, clay heaters, and small rest
areas, indicating that some in-
dividuals may have stayed for
brief periods. However, the cas-
tle primarily served as a large
and secure depository rather
than a permanent residence.

Linking with economy
and trade
The existence of such a build-
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ing indicates that Saryazd was
once part of Iran’s extensive
internal and external trade
network. Caravans passing
through the desert roads
would store their goods in
this castle for a period, until
the danger passed or their
journey was organized, then
retrieve them.

This practice was considered
a primitive but efficient bank-
ing system. Public trust in the
fortress management and the
existence of unwritten social
laws ensured that this place
maintained its credibility over
centuries. The Saryazd Castle is
not just a mud brick building; it
is a part of the collective iden-
tity of the people of the region.
This structure represents the
rational coexistence of humans
with the dry desert environ-
ment. Native materials, cli-
mate-compatible design, thick
walls, and shaded spaces all re-
flect the deep understanding of
the builders of their surround-
ing environment. Additionally,
the castle symbolizes social
trust, the trust among people,
merchants, and local admin-
istration, which allowed peo-
ple’s property and capital to be
stored in a public space.”

National registration
Over centuries, the Saryazd

Castle has stood firm and pre-
served an important part of its
structure. This building was
registered on National Heri-
tage List of Iran years ago and
has since been protected as
one of the valuable historical
attractions. In recent years,
restoration and renovation ef-
forts have been made to repair
damaged areas, ensuring the
castle can maintain its authen-
tic appearance for future gen-
erations.

Today, the castle has become
one of the cultural and histor-
ical tourism destinations in
the province of Yazd. Domestic
and foreign tourists, by walking
through its mud brick alleys
and old cells, can touch a part
of Iran’s history and become
familiar with the economic
mechanisms of the old society.
One of the most captivating
aspects of the Saryazd Castle
is its serene and mysterious at-
mosphere. As you walk within
the castle, the clay walls and
tall towers still whisper stories
from a time when people, fear-
ful of insecurity, sought hope in
the strongly locked doors that
sealed the cells. Perhaps it is
this historical and human sen-
timent that makes visiting the
castle more than just a tourist
experience; it is seen as a jour-
ney into the past.

Kilim weavers; guardians of tradition in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari

C Iranica Desk )

Nestled in the heart of Iran,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province, renowned for its rich
cultural heritage, is home to
over 90 distinct fields of hand-
icrafts and traditional arts. This
impressive portfolio solidifies
its status as one of the nation’s
foremost regions in producing
a diverse and vibrant array of
artisanal industries.

Among this wealth of crafts-
manship, kilim weaving from
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
stands out as a cornerstone
of its textile heritage. Recog-
nized as one of the most sig-
nificant crafts within the cat-
egory of woven textiles, this
venerable art form has been
honored with the prestigious
UNESCO Seal of Excellence
for Handicrafts, a testament
to its exceptional quality and

cultural value, chtn.ir wrote.
The global acclaim and pres-
ence of these kilims in both do-
mestic and international mar-
kets are a direct result of the
extraordinary mastery of local
weavers. Their command of
specialized techniques breathes
life into each piece. A defining
feature of the production pro-
cess is the weavers’ reliance on
mental patterns (imagery), a tra-
ditional practice where intri-
cate designs are conceived and
executed from memory. This
knowledge is a cherished lega-
cy, with the majority of patterns
having been passed down orally
through countless generations,
preserving an authentic artistic
lineage.

Jahanbakhsh Torki, an official
from the Provincial Organi-
zation of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts, un-
derscored the paramount im-

portance of kilim within the
local artisanal landscape. He
emphasized that kilim weav-
ing is firmly established as the
province’s second major hand-
icraft, trailing only behind the

famed carpet weaving tradition.
“Currently, approximately 3,000
artisans are actively engaged
in kilim weaving across Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari, dedi-
cated to producing a wide vari-

ety of kilim types,” Torki stated.
He elaborated that the conver-
gence of abundant raw mate-
rials, the remarkable skill and
dexterity of the weavers, and
a deeply rooted cultural heri-
tage empowers these artists to
create captivating and valuable
works. Utilizing a range of spe-
cialized kilim techniques, their
artistry has propelled these
textiles to national and interna-
tional fame, culminating in the
esteemed UNESCO recognition.
Detailing the common types,
Torki listed several distinctive
styles, he highlighted a key as-
pect of their commercial reach,
noting, “A significant portion of
the kilims produced here are
exported to various countries
through what is commonly
known as ‘suitcase exports’ —
hand-carried by travelers.”

The epicenters of this thriving
craft are primarily located in

Borujen and Ardal, among oth-
er cities within the province.
The kilims are celebrated for
their distinctive features, which
encompass the execution of
authentic motifs, intricate ara-
besque and geometric patterns,
and designs vividly inspired by
the surrounding natural land-
scape. Further enhancing their
uniqueness is the application of
unique traditional plant-based
dyeing, which provides a rich
and distinctive color palette.
The official presented a broad-
er picture of the province’s ar-
tisanal strength, revealing that
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
boasts a community of over
12,000 handicraft artists. Of
these, between 5,500 and 6,000
are actively practicing their
trades across different seasons,
working within more than 90
identified urban, rural, and no-
madic handicraft fields.



