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Tehran favors peace over war;
ready for ‘fair’ US deal: Araghchi

C National Desk )

The recent rioting in Iran that swept almost all 31
provinces claimed 3,117 lives, the state-run Foun-
dation of Martyrs and Veterans Affairs (FMvA) said in
a statement carried by national TV on Wednesday.
“As per information received from the Iranian Legal
Medicine Organization, in the recent terrorist inci-
dents... 2,427 innocent Iranian citizens, including
security forces and people from all walks of life,
were martyred out of a total of 3,117 fatalities,” the
FMVA said.

The statement added that those martyred were

targeted by “trained terrorists” with “cruelty and _

brutality” and in some cases, “bodies were burned,
dismembered and beheaded.”

According to the FMVA, many of the victims were
“passersby” who were gunned down with the sole
purpose of pushing up the number of casualties
and some others were “protesters” who were shot
dead in the crowds by “organized terrorist ele-
ments.”

The foundation noted that the Iranian nation would
bring to justice what it called “terrorists affiliated
with the criminal Zionist regime” of Israel who had
been “supported, equipped, and armed by the crim-
inal leaders” of the United States.

Iran was hit by a wave of street protests on Decem-
ber 28 in several cities, including the capital Teh-
ran, over economic woes driven by the depreciation
of the national currency to a record low.

The protests, which the government on several
occasions called “legitimate” and “rightful,” turned
extremely violent after armed terrorists infiltrated
among the ranks of protesters in an effort to hijack

their demonstrations.
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Over 3,100 killed in riots incited by
Israel, US in Iran

2,427 citizens martyred by ‘trained terrorists’

Iz

Mourners attend a funeral for 100 people killed
during recent violent riots, that swept through the
Iranian capital, in Tehran on January 21, 2026.

IRNA

E—

EXCLUSIVE

Iran sees 80% export surge
to Africa as trade hits $2b:
Chamber head 9 >

UEFA Champions League:
Taremi strikes as Olympiacos

finds playoff hopes

(6 I

Fresh initiatives needed to break impasse with IAEA

INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE

Director Gen-
eral of the In-
ternational
Atomic En-
ergy Agency
(1AEA), Rafael
Grossi, said
on Wednesday at the Davos
summit that the impasse with
Iran regarding its high-grade
uranium stockpile and inspec-
tions of nuclear facilities, tar-
geted by US and Israeli strikes
in June, could not continue in-
definitely.
Following the US-Israeli ag-
gression in June, Iran reduced
its cooperation with the IAEA,
and later revoked an agree-
ment brokered by Egypt, after
the UN sanctions snapback
mechanism was triggered

Omid Khazani

in September 2025. Grossi
said he was exercising “diplo-
matic caution” and would be
compelled to declare Iran’s
non-compliance with the NPT
if the situation persisted.

Omid Khazani, an internation-
al relations analyst, told Iran
Daily that Tehran needed to
shake off its inertia and pro-
pose new initiatives to break
this deadlock.

IRAN DAILY: How do you see
Grossi's latest stance? Does this
position represent a shift in the
agency’s approach, or only a
warning?

KHAZANI: The IAEA is part of
the United Nations framework.
Assessing its fairness and im-
partiality is one matter, but how
Iranian diplomats and authori-
ties view this matter is another.
The system may not be entirely
equitable; the IAEA chief might

hold biased views aligned with
the US and Israel. However, this
is part of the global order, and
major world powers generally
adhere to this framework.
Grossi, with an eye toward the
UN secretary-general post, has
demonstrated a lack of impar-
tiality in his reports and en-
gages in political maneuvering.
Nevertheless, the fact is that he
remains the reference point for
Iran’s nuclear dossier, and his
reports guide the agency’s deci-
sion-making power, allowing it
to rally support against Iran and
potentially refer the case back to
the UN Security Council.

The IAEA’s approach toward Iran
will only become more stringent
as Iran adopts a strategy of nu-
clear ambiguity, which the West
finds difficult to accept. Espe-
cially with Israeli provocations,
this strategy will not sit well
with NATO, the US, and Western

Europe, and will likely radicalize
the agency’s stance. It appears
the nuclear watchdog is moving
in that direction.

What practical and diplomatic
consequences would Iran face
if the IAEA declares non-com-
pliance with the agreements
and how should Tehran handle
it?

Grossi’s upcoming reports on the
status of Iran’s 400 kilograms of
enriched uranium and the con-
dition of bombed nuclear sites
could be seen as an attempt to
build consensus against Tehran.
Iran revoked the Cairo agree-
ment in response to the instiga-
tion of the snapback mechanism,
and its level of cooperation with
the IAEA has reached a record
low, although not entirely sev-
ered. Under these circumstanc-
es, the AGENCY has the ability to
report Iran’s lack of cooperation

and compliance and ultimately
refer the case to the UN Security
Council.

Western countries have largely
lined up against Iran, and Gros-
si’s report could be the final
piece of the puzzle. After a de-
cade, since 2015 when Iran was
brought under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter, it could be brought
under this chapter again, paving
the way for more serious mili-
tary action against the country’s
nuclear program and infrastruc-
ture. This could be part of a larg-
er project.

Iran could argue that this is part
of a global strategy led by the
US and Israel, and that Grossi
is part of this scenario. But it
would be better for the country
to pursue its own creative strat-
egy since com-

plaining about Page8 >
the IAEA will not bring about
significant change.
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Tehran favors peace over wars;
ready for ‘fair’ US deal: Araghch1

( International Desk

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said that the Islamic
Republic has consistently prior-
itized peace over conflict and is
ready for a “fair” agreement with
the Unites States if Washington
changes its approach and treats
Iran with respect.

In an article published by The
Wall Street Journal on Wednes-
day, Araghchi also warned that US
hostile actions toward Iran, from
sanctions to military threats, have
failed to achieve their goals.
Iranian foreign minister also
warned the US that Tehran will be
“firing back with everything we
have if we come under renewed
attack,” following US president’s
threats of military aggression
against Iran on the pretext of sup-
porting Iranian demonstrators
who took to the streets over the
past weeks to protest the coun-

try’s economic situation which
later turned bloody.

“Our powerful armed forces have
no qualms about firing back with
everything we have if we come
under renewed attack,” he wrote,
referring to the 12-day war
launched by Israel and the US on
Iran in June last year.

The foreign minister argued this
was not a “threat”, “but a reality |
feel I need to convey explicitly, be-
cause as a diplomat and a veteran,
I abhor war”

He added that, “An all-out con-
frontation will certainly be fero-
cious and drag on far, far longer
than the fantasy timelines that
Israel and its proxies are trying to
peddle to the White House. It will
certainly engulf the wider region
and have an impact on ordinary
people around the globe.”
Araghchi’s comments came a day
after Trump repeated a warning
that Iran would be wiped “off the

face of this earth” if it ever suc-
ceeded in assassinating the US
leader.

“l have very firm instructions.
Anything happens, they’re going
to wipe them off the face of this
earth,” Trump said in a News Na-
tion interview that aired on Tues-
day.

Earlier on Tuesday, in response
to any threats facing Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Iranian Gen-
eral Abolfazl Shekarchi was quot-
ed as saying that Trump already
knew Tehran would not hold back
if the tables were turned.
“Trump knows that if a hand of
aggression is extended toward
our leader, we will not only sever
that hand, and this is not a mere
slogan,” Iranian state media re-
ported, quoting Shekarchi. “But
we will set their world on fire and
leave them no safe haven in the
region.”

Abbas Araghchi
IRNA

UN nuclear chiefupbeat about
diplomatic push for Iran-US de-escalation

( International Desk)

Head of the UN nuclear
agency expressed hope
that diplomatic efforts
aimed at reaching a
broader agreement
between Iran and the
United States would
lead to an understand-
ing without the threat
of new military opera-
tion.

Director General of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency Rafael
Grossi made the re-
marks in an interview
with Reuters at the

Rafael Grossi
REUTERS

World Economic Forum
in Davos on Tuesday.
One of the "real world"
realities Grossi said he
must face is the influ-
ence of diplomatic ef-
forts aimed at reaching
a broader agreement
between Iran and the
United States that has
been spearheaded by
US special envoy Steve
Witkoff.

"I cannot ignore it, and
I wish it well so that
there can be an under-
standing without the
looming threat of new
military activity over

there or something of
the sort," he said.
Grossi said that the
standoff with Iran over
accounting for its stock
of highly enriched
uranium and inspect-
ing nuclear facilities
bombed by the US and
Israel cannot go on for-
ever.

He said that the IAEA
inspected all 13 de-
clared nuclear facilities
in Iran that were not
bombed, but has been
unable to inspect any
of the three key sites
that were bombed in
June - Natanz, Fordow
or Isfahan.

"This cannot go on for-
ever because at some
point, I will have to say,
'Well, I don't have any
idea where this materi-
al is,'"" Grossi said.

"I do not have that con-
viction or conclusion at
the moment, but what
we are saying to Iran
is that they need to en-
gage."

Grossi said he was ex-

ercising "diplomatic
prudence,” but that Iran
had to meet its obliga-
tions as a party to the
nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty.

"This cannot go on like
this for a long time
without me, unfortu-
nately, having to de-
clare them in non-com-
pliance," he said.
Following the US-Israe-
li aggression against
Iran in June, the Islamic
Republic has called for
clear procedures to be
established for war-
time situations.

Back in December, Head
of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran
(AE01) Mohammad Es-
lami said political and
psychological pressure
over inspection of dam-
aged nuclear facilities
will have no effect, add-
ing that there is cur-
rently no codified in-
struction for inspecting
nuclear facilities that
have been damaged by
military attacks.

Tehran rebukes Daesh terrorist attack in Kabul

Iranian Foreign Ministry’s spokes-
man condemned a terrorist attack
at a Chinese restaurant in Afghani-
stan’s capital of Kabul that left sever-
al Afghan citizens as well as Chinese
nationals dead or injured.

In a statement on Tuesday, Esmaeil
Bagaei expressed condolences to the

families of the victims and expressed
Iran’s solidarity with the govern-
ments and peoples of Afghanistan
and China.

Referring to the principled position
of Iran in unequivocally condemn-
ing all forms and manifestations of
terrorism and violent extremism,

Baqaei emphasized the necessity of
strengthening regional and interna-
tional cooperation to fight the hei-
nous phenomenon.

The Daesh terrorist group later
claimed responsibility for the explo-
sion at the Chinese restaurant in the
Afghan capital that claimed at least
seven lives and left more than a doz-
en others wounded.

The terrorist group said in a state-
ment that a suicide bomber entered
the restaurant in Kabul used by Chi-
nese nationals and detonated an ex-
plosive vest.

The spokesperson for the Afghani-
stan Interior Ministry Mufti Abdul
Mateen Qani, however, said on Tues-
day that the cause of the explosion
in the commercial Shahr-e-Naw area
was “unknown so far and is being in-
vestigated.”

Iraqi MP warns of US exploitation
of Syria tensions to import Daesh

( International Desk )

An Iraqi politician and
lawmaker warned about
the US taking advantage
of recent tensions in Syr-
ia to insecure Iraq.

In recent weeks, Syria
has seen deadly clashes
between forces of new
rulers and the Kurd-
ish-led Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces (sDF) over ter-
ritories held by Kurdish
forces since the defeat of
Daesh in the Arab coun-
try.

Despite an earlier cease-
fire agreement to end the
clashes, Kurdish officials
said that negotiations
collapsed between the
Syrian new government
and the SDF.

The Syrian army said on
Monday that it has taken
control of the Shaddadi
area and its prison hold-
ing thousands of Daesh
members in northeast-
ern Hasakah Province
after the SDF reported a
loss of control over the
facility.

The Syrian army said it

has secured the prison
complex and immedi-
ately launched search
operations to recapture
escaped inmates.

In an interview with
Iraq’s Al-Maloumah
News Agency, the Iraqi
lawmaker Mukhtar
al-Musawi warned of
consequences of a wors-
ening security situation
on the Iraq-Syria border
and called for strength-
ening security at the
common border to pre-
vent any attempted in-
filtration by the Daesh
terrorists from Syria.

He underlined that the
current security devel-
opments near the border

pose a serious threat to
Iraq's security.

The Iraqi politician also
warned of the possibil-
ity of the US taking ad-
vantage of the situation
to bring back the Daesh
terrorists into the Iraqi
territory, “similar to
what happened during
the previous American
withdrawal."

Iraqi Defense Minis-
ter Thabet Mohammed
al-Abbasi said on Tues-
day that the country's
armed forces are fully
prepared to defend Iraq's
borders, citing concerns
about potential Daesh’s
penetration from neigh-
boring Syria.
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Crude output to surge by 135,000 bpd via
rapid-deployment processing units: Deputy minister

( Economy Desk )

Iran is expected to raise its

crude output by 135,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) through the
installation rapid-deployment

modular projects — known as
“skid-mounted” units under
newly signed service con-

SHANA

tracts, CEO of the National
Iranian Oil Co. (N1oc) Hamid
Bovard said on Wednesday.

“Given the signing of two con-
tracts — one for crude oil pro-
cessing services at oil fields
and another for supplying on-
shore drilling rigs — we have
scheduled the installation of
11 skid-mounted units,” Bo-
vard said, according to IRNA.
“Their deployment time is
very short, between six and
twelve months, and their
implementation will add
135,000 barrels per day to
the country’s crude output,”
he added.

Bovard, who also serves as
deputy oil minister, appreciat-
ed the private sector’s invest-
ment in crude oil production
and said the project would
employ 7,000 people directly
and indirectly.

He added that numerous
small-scale private investors
had enabled the launch of this
large-scale initiative.

A senior NIOC official sep-
arately said on Sunday that
12% of the country’s crude oil
processing capacity had been
allocated to the private sector
via skid-mounted units under
a public-private partnership

(PPP) model.

Under a second contract,
signed between the private
sector and the NIOC with
a five-year term, 20 new
drilling rigs will join Iran’s
onshore rig fleet, further
boosting production capacity,
Bovard said.

“Our goal is to deploy these
rigs in four to six months,” he
said. “Under this contract, the
rigs are expected to drill 270
new wells.”

Iran does not release detailed
crude output and export fig-
ures, citing US sanctions that
it says require confidentiality.
Data from the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA)
show Iran has significantly
increased oil production in re-
cent years despite continued
sanctions.

Iran pumps around 3.5 million
bpd, according to a rare com-
ment by Oil Minister Mohsen
Paknejad in August about pro-
duction rise in the first year
of President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s government in office.

Iran sees 80% export surge to Africa as trade hits $2b: Chamber head

€

ﬁ By Sadeq Dehqan
Staff writer
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Iran’s trade with Af-
rican countries, in-
cluding unofficial ex-
changes, has reached
$2 billion, most of it

Iranian exports, said

Masoud Barahman,
head of the Iran-Africa Joint Chamber
of Commerce.

In an interview with Iran Daily, Barah-
man said that in the first eight months
of the current Iranian year — started
on March 21 — Iran’s exports to Africa
rose by nearly 80% compared to the
same period last year. Official annual
exports to the continent now stand at

around $1 billion.

“The upward trend in economic and
trade cooperation began during [former]
president Ebrahim Raisi’s government
and has continued under [his successor]
President Masoud Pezeshkian, who
took office in July 2024,” Barahman
said. “We have witnessed a major leap
in exports to Africa during this period.”
He described Africa as a “vast and
diverse market” with immense un-
tapped potential for exporting goods.

Masoud Barahman

“The continent’s population of 1.3 bil-
lion offers an exceptional market for
Iranian products,” he added.
Barahman projected that if Iran pur-
sued a strategic and targeted export
policy toward Africa, bilateral trade
could reach $4 billion within two
years.

According to the businessman, Iran
maintains commercial relations with
most African nations, with Kenya, Gha-
na, South Africa, Somalia, and Tanzania
serving as key export destinations.
Amid rising population growth, ur-
banization, and increasing consum-
erism across Africa, demand for food
products is surging, he said. However,
given the continent’s lack of uniform
cultural and economic characteristics
— and the significant variation in local
dietary preferences — Iranian traders
and producers must tailor their export
strategies accordingly, he suggested.
“They should carefully account for
regional tastes, culinary habits, and
economic conditions when seeking to
meet Africa’s import needs.”

Africa’s economic potential

Barahman highlighted Africa’s status
as one of the world’s richest regions
in natural resources, holding 30% of
global mineral reserves, 65% of the
world’s diamonds, and 60% of its gold
— much of which remains undevel-

oped.

He pointed to strong opportunities for
Iran to export engineering and tech-
nical services, noting the low level of
industrial technology and machinery
across many African countries. “Afri-
can nations welcome Iranian expertise
and technical know-how,” he said.
While 80% of Africans work in agri-
culture, the continent lacks advanced
agro-processing capabilities. “Iranian
experts and investors can play a major
role in this sector;” Barahman added.
He also suggested repurposing Iran’s
idle or underutilized industrial capac-
ity — including second-hand machin-
ery from domestic industrial towns
— for export to Africa. “Many of our
industrial zones are not operating at
full capacity, and this surplus equip-
ment can meet African demand.”
Despite such opportunities, Barahman
acknowledged that many Iranian busi-
nesspeople remain unfamiliar with Af-
rican markets, often limiting their per-
ception of cooperation to agriculture
alone. In reality, he said, Africa offers
vast potential in construction, mining,
pharmaceuticals, healthcare, energy,
textiles, and small-scale industries.
“The continent needs about 100 mil-
lion housing units,” he noted. “Iran
possesses all the necessary ele-
ments—investors, contractors, and
building materials — to participate

in residential construction projects
across Africa.”

Role of joint chamber of
commerce

To bridge the stated knowledge gap,
the Iran-Africa Joint Chamber of
Commerce has prioritized close col-
laboration with Iran’s Chamber of
Cooperatives to expand joint exports
and investments. The chamber is also
active in Iran’s bilateral commissions
with African countries and is working
to create conditions conducive to in-

dustrial and commercial investment.
Additional initiatives include collect-
ing and disseminating information
on African trade regulations, customs
procedures, and industrial laws to Ira-
nian businesses; organizing trade fairs
with targeted subsidies and facilitation
through coordination with Iranian and
African authorities; promoting recip-
rocal business delegations; and host-
ing seminars, conferences, and work-
shops to advance trade, economic ties,
and technology transfer between Iran
and Africa.

Gov't approves Economy Ministry overhaul
for optimized economic model

( Economy Desk )

The Supreme Administrative Council on Wednes-
day approved the general framework for a major
structural reform of Iran’s Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Finance, a move officials say could
transform the country’s economic governance.
Chaired by First Vice President Mohammad Reza
Aref, the council endorsed the mission statement
and core requirements for the ministry’s mac-
ro-level restructuring under Article 105 of the
Seventh Five-Year Development Plan (2024-2028).
The reform aims to convert the ministry from a
traditional, sprawling bureaucracy into an agile,
intelligent, and low-cost institution, IRNA reported.
Aref, summarizing the session, highlighted the gov-
ernment’s strategy to streamline and enhance the
efficiency of the country’s administrative system.

AUCTION SJSCO. B140407

“Restructuring the Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Finance — as one of the government’s key
ministries — can serve as a model for other execu-
tive agencies,” he said. Under Article 105 of the Sev-
enth Development Plan, all executive bodies are re-
quired to redesign their organizational structures
to improve productivity, implement smart gover-
nance, and rationalize the size of government. This
redesign must result in the annual reduction of at
least 5% of each agency’s organizational units by
the end of the plan’s third year.During the meeting,
the draft restructuring document for the Ministry
of Economic Affairs and Finance was discussed
and received preliminary approval. Final recom-
mendations from council members and detailed
provisions of the document will undergo further
review by the ministry and the Secretariat of the
Supreme Administrative Council.

Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased to announce the sale and
export of 10,000 tons STEEL BILLET (Size 150 x 150 mm), with
the possibility of increasing the contract amount to 30,000 tons on
basis of FOB Bandar Abbas according to INCOTERMS 2020. Interested
applicants are hereby invited to obtain the tender documents by visiting
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For - Jahan Sipe Lol

the official website of Sirjan Jahan Steel Company at sjsco.ir, through the Sales and
customer portal, Tender and Foreign Tender section.

All documentation will be provided electronically.

All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted no later than Monday,
February 02, 2026.

For more information, please contact us at:
Tel: +2186084642
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Just one day after the US raid in Ven-
ezuela and capture of Nicolas Maduro,
US President Trump turned his sights
northward to the island of Greenland.
On January 5, President Trump af-
firmed, “We need Greenland from the
standpoint of national security” Senior
Trump aides soon echoed the assertion
that the United States could seize the
Danish territory to support national in-
terests. These recent comments mark a
return to rhetoric that made headlines
in the early days of 2025, as the newly
re-elected President Trump declared
the United States could purchase the
autonomous Danish territory. The re-
newed focus on Greenland underscores
the Trump administration’s approach to
resource security as national security.
Greenland is rich in natural resources,
including iron ore, graphite, tungsten,
palladium, vanadium, zinc, gold, urani-
um, copper, and oil. But the resources
attracting the most attention to the
region are rare earth elements (REEs).
Vulnerabilities in US REE supply chains
for defense and commercial needs
have recently been at the forefront of
policy issues in Washington. Notably,
2025 was marked by multiple rounds
of high-stakes negotiations follow-
ing Chinese export controls on heavy
REEs. Disruptions to these materials
exposed Western automotive supply
chains to shortages, delays, and paus-
es in production. President Trump has
acted meaningfully to address these
prescient supply chain concerns both
through public-private partnerships,
such as the equity deal with US rare
earth company MP Materials, and bilat-
eral agreements with partners includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, Japan, and Australia to
further the development of rare earth
capabilities outside of China. Deepening
cooperation and commercial ties with
mineral-rich countries is expected to
be a cornerstone of US foreign policy
in 2026.

Greenland ranks eighth in the world
for rare earth reserves, with 1.5 million

tons, and is home to two rare earth de-
posits that are among the largest in the
world: Kvanefjeld and Tanbreez. Still,
no rare earth mining has taken place
on the island to date. The harsh Arctic
climate is prohibitive to mining activi-
ties on most of the island throughout
much of the calendar year. Only 20 per-
cent of Greenland is ice-free, and tem-
peratures can reach below -40 degrees
Fahrenheit. However, melting ice caps
amid warming global temperatures
are opening access to additional min-
eral resources as well as new shipping
and transportation routes, potentially
turning Greenland into a viable mining
partner.

In 2019, under the first Trump adminis-
tration, the United States signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (Mou) with
Greenland to jointly survey the region
and exchange scientific and technical
knowledge to develop rare earth and
critical mineral resources. However, the
MOU is now nearing expiration, and ef-
forts to renew the agreement under the
Biden administration came up short.
The Trump administration appears
to be focused on new ways to access
Greenland’s rare earths. In June 2025,
the US Export-Import Bank sent a letter
of interest to Critical Metals Corp for a
$120 million loan to fund the compa-
ny’s Tanbreez rare earth mine in Green-
land. If approved, the loan would be the
Trump administration’s first overseas
investment in a mining project.

The United States is not the only glob-
al power interested in expanding its

influence in Greenland and the Arctic
region. In 2018, China launched its
Arctic policy, also known as the Polar
Silk Road, in which it controversially re-
ferred to itself as a “Near-Arctic State”.
Over the past seven years, China has
attempted to grow its footprint in the
region through scientific research expe-
ditions, infrastructure investments, and
natural resource acquisitions. By most
metrics, the strategy has failed to take
off as major projects continue to be
blocked due to security concerns. But
China’s continued interest in Greenland
reflects the island’s geostrategic impor-
tance — and China’s global lead in rare
earth mining and processing expertise
keeps the US adversary on the table
as a potential future mining partner
in Greenland. Greenland’s minister of
business and mineral resources warned
that while Western partnerships are
preferred, without an influx

of investment, Greenland will

have to turn to other partners,
including China. Already, Chi-

nese rare earth company
Shenghe Resources is the

second largest shareholder in

the Kvanefjeld mine. Sheng-

he signed an MOU in 2018 to

lead the processing and mar-
keting of materials extracted

from the site.

Given the security dynamics |
in the Arctic region, it is vital
that the United States re-
mains engaged in Greenland
as a North American part-

ner and security ally. A critical minerals
deal could be one way to deepen ties,
but significant challenges inhibit com-
mercial mining ventures on the island
today, including infrastructure, energy,
social license to operate, and regulatory
barriers.

The United States should engage Green-
land through close, collaborative coor-
dination with European allies rather
than a unilateral approach. As Green-
land deepens its economic, regulatory,
and infrastructure ties with Europe,
working alongside the European Union
and key partners can help align stan-
dards, de-risk investment, and present
a unified, credible alternative to adver-
sarial models. A transatlantic strategy
would not only strengthen Greenland’s
capacity to responsibly develop its re-
sources but also reinforce shared geo-
political, environmental, and supply
chain objectives in the Arctic.

This paper explores the development
of the Tanbreez and Kvanefjeld mines
and evaluates Greenland’s potential as
a mining partner, given the complex cli-
mate and security environment.

The Arctic as a new security
frontier

The Arctic region consists of territo-
ry across eight countries: the United
States, Canada, Iceland, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Rus-
sia. Greenland first became an area
of strategic importance for the United
States during World War II with the
establishment of air and naval bases

A drilling rig at the Tanbreez site in
Greenland in September 2025
JONAS KAKO/PANOS PICTURES

e The illustration shows US President

Donald Trump (1) navigating a
ship toward Greenland, along with
billionaires like Jeff Bezos (c) and Bill
Gates, who are already planning to
mine the Arctic self-governing, auton-
omous country within the Kingdom
of Denmark.
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globaltemperatures
are openingaccess
toadditional mineral
resourcesaswellas
newshippingand
transportation routes,
potentiallyturning
Greenlandintoaviable
mining partner.



Iran Daily = Thursday, January 22, 2026

Deep Dive
The Great Mineral Grab Behind Today’s Headlines

on the island. At the end of the war,
these bases continued to serve as key
Western posts to protect and defend
against potential invasion by the Soviet
Union. Today, the Pituffik Space Base
(also known as Thule Air Base) iS the north-
ernmost US military installation with
missile detection and defense as well
as space surveillance capabilities.

As Arctic ice caps melt, new emerging
shipping routes through the region are
creating new economic and geostra-
tegic opportunities for global powers.
The Northwest Passage is a series of
maritime routes running through Can-
ada’s Arctic Archipelago, connecting
the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. The
passage is currently only navigable for
short windows of time each year due
to difficult conditions and shifting sea
ice. But scientists project that with ac-
celerated global warming and techno-
logical advancements, the passage may
soon be open for transit every summer,
connecting East Asia to Western Europe
with a route 7,000 km shorter than the
current route through the Panama Ca-
nal. Control of these Arctic waters will
be key to unlocking the economic and
security advantages of the emerging
global passage, and Greenland’s advan-
tageous position along this route lends
it strategic importance to the United
States, China, and any other power
looking to access the Northwest Pas-

ways to counter China’s hold on glob-
al REE resources — US officials exten-
sively lobbied the Tanbreez developer
to prevent the sale of the deposit to a
Chinese buyer. Tanbreez Mining sold
the deposit to New York-based Critical
Metals Corp for reportedly less than
earlier offers from Chinese firms.

Deposits and ore grades
Greenland has two large deposits of
rare earth minerals that are at the cen-
ter of the surge in interest in Green-
land’s mineral wealth: the Kvanefjeld
and Tanbreez mine sites. Both deposits
are located on the southern tip of the
island in close proximity to the town of
Narsaq. Kvanefjeld is the third-largest
known land deposit of REEs, with over
11 million metric tons of reserves and
resources, including 370,000 metric tons
of heavy rare earths. The project began
exploration and prefeasibility under En-
ergy Transition Minerals (formerly Greenland
Minerals and Energy) in 2007, completing
feasibility and entering the permitting
stage in 2015. The feasibility studies re-
vealed high rare earth ore grades of 1.43
percent, well above projects like Brazil’s
Serra Verde (0.15 percent) and Texas’s
Round Top (0.033 percent) but falling short
of the superior grades of Australia’s Mt
Weld (6.40 percent), MP Materials’ Moun-
tain Pass (5.96 percent), and China’s Bayan
Obo (2.55 percent) (see the table).

Top Rare Earth Mines by Ore Grade

Rare Earth Mina Country Location Ore Grade of Reservos (%)
Tomiorskoye Russia 14,500
Steenkam pskaal South Africa B.680
Mt Weld Australia 8400
Mountain Pass United Staes 5.600
Ngualla Tanzanin 4 800
Czango Angola 3040
Kangankunde Malawi 2.800
Molans Bore Augtrala 28900
Bayan Obo China 2.555
Wicheoda Canada 2430
MNechalacha Canada 1700
Kvanefjeld Gracnland 1.430
Songwe Hill Malawi L1E80

sage and project power globally.

For years, China has attempted to es-
tablish a foothold in Greenland through
infrastructure investments, but no Chi-
nese investment has come to fruition
due to geopolitical concerns. In the last
10 years, China has ventured to invest
in Greenland’s airports, an abandoned
naval station, and a satellite ground sta-
tion, but its ambitions have been largely
stalled and curtailed by US and Danish
stakeholders. While China has yet to
build a Polar Silk Road of geopolitical
significance, China’s dominant position
in rare earth separating and process-
ing offers it an advantage in accessing
Greenland’s rare earth resources via
processing offtake agreements. The
United States is actively looking for

The Tanbreez deposit is not as far along
in development — only completing its
preliminary economic assessment in
2025 — but is also estimated to contain
a globally significant deposit of REEs,
potentially the world’s largest, at 28.2
million metric tons. Over 27 percent
of the project is estimated to consist of
heavy rare earths. However, ore grades
are estimated to be much lower, at 0.38
percent. Ore grades are especially im-
portant to the economic feasibility of
a rare earth mine — higher-grade de-
posits require less material to be mined
and are easier to separate and process,
equating to lower costs. Nevertheless,
the high concentration of valuable heavy
rare earths makes Tanbreez an attractive
deposit despite lower ore grades.

Social license to operate

While both Kvanefjeld and Tanbreez
are globally significant deposits of rare
earths, Tanbreez is one of only two mine
sites, out of 147 active mineral licens-
es in all of Greenland, to receive an ex-
ploitation license. Intense political oppo-
sition to certain kinds of mining due to
environmental and safety concerns has
obstructed further licensing. REE depos-
its are commonly co-located with urani-
um. Mining deposits with uranium yield
radioactive waste, creating additional
environmental management challeng-
es. Unlike the Tanbreez project, which
is co-located with tantalum, niobium,
and zirconium, there are an estimated
270,000 tons of uranium co-located in
the Kvanefjeld deposit, making it the
eighth-largest uranium deposit in the
world. The Kvanefjeld project has sought
an exploitation license since 2019, but
the project’s application has been re-
peatedly denied due to concerns with
the deposit’s uranium content.

In 2021, the Inuit Ataqatigiit party won
parliamentary elections, and Green-
land’s parliament promptly passed leg-
islation banning exploration and mining
of mineral deposits with a uranium con-
centration over 100 parts per million,
effectively blocking the development of
the Kvanefjeld rare earth mine, which
has a uranium concentration of ap-
proximately 300 parts per million. The
future of Greenland’s mining industry
was a pivotal issue in the 2021 election,
which became widely known as the
“mining election”. The Inuit Ataqatigiit
campaigned heavily for a ban on urani-
um mining in Greenland to protect the
environment, public health, and Green-
land’s tourism and fishing industries.
The grassroots movement “Uranium?
No” gained momentum in the years
leading up to the election, organizing
protests at the Kvanefjeld mine site with
an alliance of sheep farmers, fishermen,
and the predominantly indigenous res-
idents of Narsaq. The group’s founding

A rock containing “red” rare earth elements,
“black” arfvedsonite, and “white” feldspar
minerals is held up at the Tanbreez site,
Greenland.

JAMES BROOKS/BBC

Viable large-scale
rare earthminingin
Greenland will require
majorinvestments
intheenabling
infrastructure.
Chinahasshown
itswillingnessto
investin Greenland’s
infrastructureto
supportits mining
operationsaswellas
itsArcticambitions,
butsofar,nomajor
projects have cometo
fruition.In2018, the
state-owned Chinese
Communication
Construction company
wasshortlisted to
constructand expand
anetworkofairports
in Nuuk, llulissat,

and Qagortoq.The
proposed project
raised flags with both
the United States
and Denmark, which
interfered inthe end.

activist, Mariane Paviasen, was elected
to the Greenlandic Parliament in 2021 as
a member of the Inuit Ataqatigiit party.
As a result of the uranium mining ban,
the Kvanefjeld project has been tied up in
litigation since 2022. Energy Transition
Minerals argues the legislation consti-
tutes expropriation and demands com-
pensation of $11.5 billion, equivalent to
nearly four times Greenland’s GDP as of
2023. The uranium mining ban may not
be permanent — the ban was originally
adopted in the 1950s before being re-
pealed in 2013 and reinstated in 2021
— but the intense local opposition to the
Kvanefjeld project will continue to be a
long-term barrier to operating.

Infrastructure

Despite Greenland’s promising mineral
wealth, there have only been nine active
mine sites since World War II. Today,
there are only two mining projects op-
erating on the island: the White Moun-
tain anorthosite mine and the small but
high-grade Nalunaq gold mine. No rare
earth mining has taken place to date.
Further development of the mining sec-
tor is impeded by inadequate transport
and energy infrastructure. The entire
island, three times the size of Texas,
has only 93 miles of road. Furthermore,
Greenland has only 16 ports, each with
only limited capacity. The Nuuk port,
the island’s largest, carried 2 million
tons of cargo in 2021. The closest large
port near the Kvanefjeld and Tanbreez
mines is the Narsaq port, which han-
dles only 50,000 tons of cargo annual-
ly — just 2.5 percent of the Nuuk port.
Electricity generation is inconsistent
and limited. The largest installed elec-
tricity generation capacity is currently
54 MW in the capital city of Nuuk, 290
miles away from Narsagq. Significant in-
vestment in energy transmission and
capacity will be a necessity for any min-
ing operation.

Viable large-scale rare earth mining in
Greenland will require major investments
in the enabling infrastructure. China has
shown its willingness to invest in Green-
land’s infrastructure to support its mining
operations as well as its Arctic ambitions,
but so far, no major projects have come to
fruition. In 2018, the state-owned Chinese
Communication Construction company
was shortlisted to construct and expand a
network of airports in Nuuk, Ilulissat, and
Qaqortoq. The project would require a
nearly $550 million investment, equivalent
to 17 percent of Greenland’s GDP, which
was just $3.3 billion as of 2023. The pro-
posed project raised flags with both the
United States and Denmark. US Secretary
of Defense James Mattis urged the Danish
government to interfere in the transac-
tion to prevent China from establishing
a foothold in the region. Denmark pulled
the bid and financed a large portion of the
airport updates itself to block Chinese in-
volvement. While Denmark interfered in
the project for national security reasons,
growing calls from the Greenlandic people
for economic independence may make the
island nation more eager to accept foreign
investment from China in the future.

Members of the Danish armed forces during a
military drill in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, in
September 2025.

GUGLIELMO MANGIAPANE/REUTERS

The full article was first published by the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies (csis).
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UEFA Champions League:
Taremi strikes as Olympiacos finds playoft hopes

° Olympiacos striker Mahdi Taremi celebrates his goal during a 2-0 win against Leverkusen in the UEFA Champions League at the

Karaiskakis Stadium, Piraeus, Greece, on January 20, 2026.

( Sports Desk )

Iranian striker Mahdi Taremi
was on target as Olympiacos
was given fresh hopes of se-
curing a playoff spot at the
UEFA Champions League
with a 2-0 victory over Bayer
Leverkusen in Piraeus, Greece.
Backed by the roaring home
supporters, the Greek cham-
pion got off to a dream start
at the Karaiskakis Stadium,
when Rodinei whipped a cor-
ner into the box and Costinha
powered his header in for a
second-minute lead.
Leverkusen, missing several
key players including keeper
Mark Flekken, Edmond Tap-
soba and Nathan Tella, grad-
ually dominated, with Olym-
piacos keeper Kostas Tzolakis
producing a string of heroic
saves.

However, it was the home
side that scored again, hitting
the Bundesliga club with a
two-pass counter-attack and
Taremi drilling in from an-
other Rodinei assist in first-

half stoppage time.

The goal took the Iranian’s
tally to an impressive 14
goals and three assists in 23
appearances across all com-
petitions since he joined The
Legend from Internazionale in
the summer.

Leverkusen tried to bounce
back after the break but de-
spite having possession was
unable to beat Tzolakis, who
made another fine save in the
80th minute in a one-on-one
with substitute Patrik Schick.
The second straight win in the
competition lifted Olympiacos
to 22nd in the 36-team table
on eight points, one behind
Leverkusen, which is 19th.
The top eight teams win au-
tomatic qualification for the
round of 16 while the next 16
teams go into a playoff.

The final round of the league-
phase fixtures will see Olym-
piacos visit Ajax Amsterdam
next Wednesday, while Bayer
Leverkusen will host Villar-
real.

Elsewhere in the penultimate

olympiacos.org

round in the league stage, Ar-
senal maintained its perfect
record with a 3-1 victory over
Inter in Milan, while Manches-
ter City was stunned by the
same scoreline at Norwegian
minnow club Bodg/Glimt.

In Lisbon, Luis Sudrez scored
twice, including a 90th-min-
ute winner as Sporting CP
beat defending champion
PSG 2-1 to move into the top
eight.

French striker Kylian Mbap-
pé netted two early strikes to
inspire Real Madrid to a 6-1
rout of Monaco at home, with
Club Brugge hammering bot-
tom-club Kairat 4-1 in Astana.
FC Copenhagen shared the
spoils with Serie A champion
Napoli in a 1-1 draw at home,
and Tottenham Hotspurs de-
feated 10-man Dortmund 2-0
in London to jump to fourth
and find a bit of relief after a
run of poor results in domes-
tic action.

Ajax came from behind to
walk away with a 2-1 win at
Villarreal.

Iranian wrestlers doubtful

for Zagreb Open over visa issue

( Sports Desk )

Iranian wrestlers may be
ruled out of the upcom-
ing Zagreb Open due to
visa issues, Abdolmah-
di Nasirzadeh, the vice
president of the Iranian
Wrestling Federation,
has said.

The opening Ranking
Series event of the inter-
national season kicks off
in the Croatian capital
on February 4. Howev-

er, the visa process for
members of the Iranian
freestyle and Greco-Ro-
man squads has been
hampered by an ongoing
internet shutdown in the
country, casting doubt on
their participation.

The Iranian government
cut off internet services
on 8 January for security
reasons amid recent do-
mestic unrest.

“The Wrestling Federa-
tion has made all neces-

sary arrangements for
sending the wrestlers
and submitted the doc-
uments for 22 wrestlers
to the Croatian embassy
earlier this month,” Na-
sirzadeh told Mehr News
Agency.

“The federation was in-
formed that due to the
internet shutdown, the
Iranian teams may not
be able to be dispatched
to the Ranking Series
event,” added Nasirza-

deh, though he remained
optimistic that ongoing
follow-ups with the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry
would resolve the prob-
lem in the coming days.
Absence from the tourna-
ment would be a massive
blow for Iranian head
coaches Hassan Rangraz
and Pejman Dorostkar,
as the event serves as
a significant part of the
Iranian trials for April’s
Asian Championships
in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan,
as well as for the World
Championships in Mana-
ma and the Aichi-Nagoya
2026 Asian Games in
September.

“We are making every
effort to make sure the
wrestlers go to Zagreb.
Wrestling has always
spearheaded Iranian
sport on the global stage,
and we will try to utilize
the country’s sports di-
plomacy apparatus to
resolve the issue,” Nasir-
zadeh said.

G Iranian freestyle wrestlers
are seen in action during
a training session in
Tehran, Iran, on
January 19, 2026.
FARSHAD BANDAN1/
IAWFIR

WTT Youth Contender Doha 2026:
Faraji triumphs
in U17 boys’ singles

( Sports Desk )

Iranian table tennis prodigy
Benyamin Faraji rounded out
the latest WTT Youth Contend-
er event in style, claiming the
U17 boys'’ singles title in Doha.
A winner of a historic un-
der-15 bronze medal for the
country at the 2024 World
Youth Championships, Faraji
defeated Vietnam’s Man Lung
Sai in straight games (11-8, 11-6,
11-7) in Tuesday’s final at the

Lusail Sports Arena.

Given a bye in the first round,
the Iranian began his cam-
paign with a 3-0 (11-7,11-8,11-8)
win against Lam Sheung Man
- also from Vietnam - in the
round of 32, and then came
from behind to beat India’s
Rishaan Chattopadhayay 3-1
(5-11, 11-4,11-7, 11-5) for a place
in the quarterfinals.

A straight-game win (11-7, 11-
9,11-6) against Malaysian Lai
Yong Ren sent Faraji into the
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semifinals, where he defeated
South Korea’s Ma Yeongmin
3-1 (13-11,16-18,11-5,11-5).
Arshia Lorestani was the oth-
er Iranian boy in the under-17
action in Doha.

Lorestani beat both Lebanon’s
Michel Abi Nader and Lin
Chin-Ting of Chinese Taipei
in straight games, but relin-
quished a first-game lead to
suffer a 3-1 setback (10-12, 11-7,
11-8,11-4) against the Vietnam-
ese finalist in the round of 16.

Iranian Women's Volleyball Premier League:

Six teams guaranteed playoff spots

C Sports Desk )

Four more teams booked a
place in the playoffs, join-
ing already-qualified Saipa
and Shahar Arka, after the
latest round of the Iranian
Women'’s Volleyball Premier
League regular season on
Tuesday.

Sepahan held off a late surge
by Shahar Arka to prevail
3-1 (25-23,25-23, 25-27, 29-27) in
Karaj, avenging its setback

in the reverse fixture earlier
in the season. The win puts
Sepahan second in Group
B, level on six wins and 18
points with its host, and se-
cures its playoff qualification
Shahin Bandar Ameri also
guaranteed a playoff berth
with a 3-1 victory (25-21, 20-
25, 25-16, 25-14) at Mehregan
Shiraz. Shahin is now third
in the group with five wins
from seven games.

Malavan Tehran claimed its

third win of the campaign
with a four-set victory over
Padideh San’at (25-19, 25-8, 22-
25, 25-21) to sit fourth in the
group, remaining in playoff
contention with two games
left in the regular season.

In Group A, defending cham-
pion Saipa saw its perfect re-
cord end after a straight-set
loss (25-21, 25-15, 25-19) away
to Mogavemat Shahrdari in
Tabriz. The home side pro-
gressed after securing its

fifth win of the season, mov-
ing into third in the table.
Majan Mazandaran eased to
a straight-sets victory (25-12,
25-22,25-14) over Naft Omidi-
yeh at home, sitting second
in Group A with six wins and
17 points - just one point be-
hind Saipa.

San’at Mes Rafsanjan boost-
ed its playoff hopes with a
3-0 win (26-24, 25-17, 25-18)
over Dr. Farhad Clinic at
home.

MNA
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Sistan and Baluchestan boasts
unique potential in marine tourism

( Iranica Desk )

Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince, with its rich historical and
cultural heritage, is located in
southeastern Iran. Due to its
strategic geographic position
and extensive coasts, it has be-
come one of the most important
tourist destinations in the coun-
try. With its Makoran coasts,
serving as a gateway to the Gulf
of Oman, the province boasts
unique potential in the field of
marine tourism and can play
a significant role in economic
prosperity and coastal econom-
ic development.

Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince is not only notable for its
beautiful coasts, but also for its
rich cultural heritage. Spring
travelers visiting this province
will encounter a blend of rich
heritage, handicrafts, tourist
attractions, and ancient histor-
ical sites, creating a memorable
experience, according to chtn.ir.
The handicrafts of Sistan and
Baluchestan, with their unique
diversity and beauty, are one of

]

the most important elements of
tourism in the province. These
handicrafts, stemming from the
traditional arts of the region's
people, can serve as valuable
souvenirs for tourists and a
source of income for local art-
ists.

Chabahar, as a gem of maritime
tourism, with countless attrac-
tions, has become one of the
most important tourist destina-
tions in Sistan and Baluchestan
and is considered one of the re-
gion's maritime tourism poles.
Maritime tourism in the prov-
ince provides unique opportu-
nities for the economic develop-
ment of this province including
the establishment of beach ho-
tels and accommodations, the
development of restaurants
and cafes, the creation of recre-
ational and tourist centers, and
the support of local handicrafts.
Given the unique capabilities of
maritime tourism in Sistan and
Baluchestan, the government
and the private sector must col-
laborate and coordinate to de-
velop comprehensive tourism

chtn.ir

plans for this province. These
plans should include invest-
ment in infrastructure, support
for local artists and artisans,
marketing and advertising, and
human resource training.

The development of maritime
tourism in Sistan and Balu-
chestan can contribute to job
creation, increased income, and
economic development in the
province, as well as help pre-
serve the environment and the
culture of this region.

The tourism industry, as a key
driver of economic growth, job
creation, and improvement in
people's health and quality of
life, has significant potential in
Sistan and Baluchistan, with its
rich history and culture. The re-
gion should take steps to better
utilize this potential through
increased promotion and intro-
duction of its attractions.
However, one of the most sig-
nificant challenges in develop-
ing marine tourism in this vast
province was the provision of
fuel for vessels. In this regard,
the governor of Sistan and Bal-

uchestan Province made con-
siderable efforts to resolve this
issue.

The provision of subsidized fuel
for domestic and international
tourist vessels was approved
by the Cabinet. This important
decision followed an initial pro-
posal by Mansour Bijar, the Gov-
ernor of Sistan and Baluchestan,
and his continuous and seri-
ous follow-ups at a meeting of
coastal governors of the coun-
try. Subsequently, the Minister
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Seyyed Reza
Salehi Amiri, by raising the is-
sue in the Cabinet, created the
conditions for the approval and
implementation of this strategic
resolution.

After approval by the Cabinet
on the proposal of the Ministry
of Oil, this plan has been noti-
fied to the ministries of Cultural
Heritage, Oil, Road and Urban
Development, and Agricultural
Jihad for implementation.

Bijar stated, “The implementa-
tion of this decision creates a
unique and ideal opportunity
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for private sector’s investors,
marine tourism activists, and
related economic sectors, and
can play a significant role in
boosting tourism, developing a
marine-based economy, and in-
creasing investment attractions
on the country's coasts, partic-
ularly in the province of Sistan
and Baluchestan.

He added that according to this
plan, all recreational and tour-
ism vessels, both domestic and
foreign, regardless of the coun-
try's flag, will be able to use
subsidized fuel after entering
the coastal strip and meeting
the necessary standards.

In this framework, vessels are
initially required to obtain a
certificate for passenger trans-
port based on the International
Convention for the Safety of Life
at Sea (soLas) and national stan-
dards, and later, with a license
for activity from the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts, they are intro-
duced to the Ministry of Oil for
receiving subsidized fuel.

This plan, which has been re-

alized for the first time in the
country and is being imple-
mented with the emphasis
of the governor in Sistan and
Baluchestan Province, can play
an effective role in the devel-
opment of marine tourism,
attracting investments, and
strengthening the position of
this province on the country's
tourism map.

The deputy head of the prov-
ince’s Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts Orga-
nization for tourism affairs,
referring to the importance of
fuel prices in determining the
cost of tourism tours in this
province, announced the pos-
itive effects of the subsidized
fuel plan for domestic and in-
ternational tourist vessels.
Alireza Shahbakhsh said, “Con-
sidering the vastness of Sistan
and Baluchestan Province, the
cost of fuel has a significant im-
pact on the final price of tourism
tours. Therefore, the approval
of the subsidized fuel plan is an
important step towards reducing
costs and increasing the compet-
itiveness of this sector.

He continued that the most sig-
nificant impact of this plan will
be an increase in the number
of tourists, the development of
tourism infrastructure, and the
creation of new job opportuni-
ties.

He emphasized that the reviv-
al of marine-based economy
will lead to the development of
related sea industries and the
creation of diverse business op-
portunities.

He also referred to the licensing
of homestays and hotels cen-
tered on cultural heritage and
said, This plan provides a suit-
able opportunity for investment
and the development of tourism
accommodations with a focus
on the cultural and historical
attractions of Sistan and Balu-
chestan Province.

Four natural wonders of Kermanshah gain national heritage status

The national registration of nat-
ural landmarks — encompassing
ancient trees, lagoons, springs,
and rare botanical species — is
playing a vital role in preserving
the environment and natural
resources of Kermanshah Prov-
ince.

Moslem Karami, an expert at
the Kermanshah Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Organization, announced that
53 natural heritage sites from
the province have been officially
added to the national list to date,
according chtn.ir.

Highlighting a recent session
of the Registration Council at

the Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts,
Karami confirmed the national
registration of four additional
natural sites. Among these are
the ancient Ash trees of Sarab-e
Shineh in Sar Firuzabad village,
which are estimated to be ap-
proximately 450 years old.

Furthermore, an ancient Pista-
cia atlantica (Mt. Atlas mastic tree)
located in the northern reaches
of the scenic Satyari tourism
village has been officially rec-
ognized. This 650-year-old tree
remains in remarkably healthy
condition. Following a propos-
al by environmental advocates

chtn.ir

and subsequent evaluations by
heritage experts, it was deemed
qualified for inclusion in the Na-
tional Natural Heritage List.
The list now also includes a
massive ancient Plane tree in
the Darband village of Sahneh.
Estimated to be 400 years old,
this robust and valuable tree
was registered following a for-
mal proposal by the Sahneh Mu-
nicipality.

In addition to these botanical
landmarks, the picturesque Qa-
reh Daneh spring and lagoon in
Qeysevand village have gained
national status. Selected for
its significant water discharge,

stunning landscapes, and high
potential for tourism, this per-
manent spring flows year-round
— maintaining its volume even
during periods of drought. Its
registration was a primary re-
quest from local residents and
natural heritage enthusiasts.
Karami concluded by emphasiz-
ing that the identification and
protection of these ancient trees
and sites represent a shared pri-
ority for both the local commu-
nity and provincial authorities.
He noted that the Kermanshah
Cultural Heritage Organization
remains steadfast in its mission
to identify and document such
invaluable assets to ensure their
long-term survival.
Kermanshah Province, often
referred to as the "Gateway to
the Zagros," is a land of dramat-
ic landscapes and ecological di-
versity. Its nature is character-
ized by a breathtaking contrast
between rugged limestone
peaks, lush oak forests, and
fertile valleys. The province’s
unique geography creates a
sanctuary for a wide array of
flora and fauna, making it one
of Iran’s most significant biodi-
versity hotspots.

The province is particularly fa-
mous for its abundant water
resources. Numerous springs

emerge from the heart of the
mountains, giving life to dense
orchards and ancient wood-
lands. The oak and wild pis-
tachio forests that carpet the
slopes of the Zagros serve as the
lungs of the region, providing a
habitat for rare species like the
Persian Squirrel and the endan-
gered Caucasian Leopard. This
vibrant natural tapestry not

only attracts eco-tourists from
across the globe but also forms
the cultural backbone of the
local nomadic and rural com-
munities. The ongoing national
registration efforts are a testa-
ment to the undeniable value of
this heritage, ensuring that Ker-
manshah’s pristine wilderness
remains untouched for genera-
tions to come.
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Pezeshkian prioritizes mental health
amid unrest, seeks medical reassurance

< Social Desk >

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an underscored the critical need for
comprehensive mental health support
across Iranian society during a review
of a health plan implementation on
Wednesday, president.ir reported.

The meeting, held in Tehran, assessed
the program’s progress, particularly in
pilot regions, and highlighted the es-
calating mental health crisis stemming
from recent unrest.

Addressing the psychological, social,
and mental health dimensions of our
society is now the most crucial priority
for the healthcare system, Pezeshkian
stated.

He emphasized the government’s com-
mitment to supporting this effort and
urged the medical community to active-
ly participate. “We are obligated to en-

sure the health of our people, not only
physically but also psychologically and
socially”

The president acknowledged the sig-
nificant impact of social determinants
of health (spH) on the recent incidents,
citing statistics indicating a substantial
portion of casualties and hospitaliza-
tions were linked to social factors.
“Physicians can play a vital role here, as
many of these individuals faced psycho-
logical trauma, mental health disorders,
or issues related to employment and so-
cial deprivation,” he explained.
Pezeshkian stressed the importance of
preventative interventions, stating, “If
the healthcare system and medical com-
munity adopt this proactive approach,
we shouldn’t witness such events. Time-
ly mental health interventions can play
a decisive role in reducing tensions and
controlling social consequences.”

He further cautioned the system against
falling prey to analyses that serve the in-
terests of adversaries.

Addressing the medical community di-
rectly, Pezeshkian urged reassurance
regarding the events. “It is essential to
reassure the medical community about
the realities of recent events,” he said.
“Until you are convinced, you cannot
properly fulfill your professional and
ethical responsibilities towards those
affected and society as a whole.”

The president also called for a nation-
wide expansion of mental health in-
terventions, moving beyond pilot pro-
grams. “Preventing incidents is far more
important to me than dealing with the
aftermath of unrest,” he asserted.

He suggested that healthcare centers

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks during a session on mental health held in Tehran on January

conduct thorough analyses of the recent  the potential of the medical community  than many cultural institutions,” he said,
events from a professional perspective.  to be a powerful force for social stability.  referencing his previous experience in
Pezeshkian concluded by emphasizing  “I believe they can be more impactful ~medical leadership.

Historic Rasht bazaar suffers devastating losses, restoration unlikely

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Three Qajar-era caravanserais
within Rasht historic bazaar
were completely destroyed by
fire during recent unrest, of-
ficials confirmed Wednesday,
effectively ruling out the possi-
bility of restoration for the irre-
placeable structures.

The blaze, which engulfed the
24-hectare market, has been
described as a “catastrophe” by
cultural heritage officials.
According to Alireza Izadji, Di-

rector-General of the Office of
Registration of Historical Mon-
uments and Cultural Heritage
at the Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts,
the damage is extensive.

“The situation in Rasht historic
bazaar is an absolute catastro-
phe,” Izadi told the ILNA after a
recent assessment of the dam-
age.

“Three historic caravanserais,
the Small Taq (arch), the Large
Taq, and the Malek Caravanse-
rai, have been completely con-

sumed by the fire.”

The historic bazaar, a sprawl-
ing complex of interconnected
courtyards, squares, and car-
avanserais dating back to the
Qajar and early Pahlavi periods,
is a significant tourist attraction.
The Taq structures, the
Moshtasham Caravanserai,
the Chinese Bazaar, the Malek
Caravanserai, the Golshan Car-
avanserai, and the Qeysariyeh
Caravanserai were among the
bazaar’s most treasured land-
marks. The Malek Caravanserai,
in particular, played a vital role
in the export of rice to Russia
and silk to Kashan and Yazd
during the Qajar era.

Izadi stated that the intensity
of the fire in certain sections of
the bazaar rendered restoration
impossible. “Unfortunately, in
some parts of the historic ba-
zaar and within the aforemen-
tioned caravanserais, the in-
tensity of the fire was such that
restoration of these complexes
is not possible. These structures
will need to be entirely rebuilt.”

The bazaar has a history of
destruction, having previously
been ravaged by fire during the
reigns of Karim Khan Zand and
Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar,
as well as by earthquakes and
negligence. “The bazaar has
seen many incidents throughout
history,” Izadi noted.

“It has been set ablaze by the
soldiers of Karim Khan Zand
and looted by the soldiers of
Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar.
Earthquakes and carelessness
have also repeatedly led to the
destruction and burning of
Rasht bazaar, to the point where
shops, mosques, and even his-
toric churches have been com-
pletely destroyed.”

The ministry is currently com-
piling a comprehensive report
on the damage to historical sites
across the country resulting
from the recent unrest.

“Last week, we requested all
provinces to report the extent
of damage to historical mon-
uments and structures during
the recent events,’ Izadi added.

Veteran actor Reza Rooygari

diesat79

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Reza Rooygari, a celebrated
veteran actor of Iranian cin-
ema, theater, and television,
died at 79 early Wednesday
in Tehran following a heart
attack, according to the
House of Cinema.
Rooygari’s extensive film-
ography includes iconic
roles in films such as ‘The
Tenants’ (1987), ‘The Eagles’
(1985), ‘Boutique’ (2004), and
‘The Good, the Bad, the
Corny’ (2017). He also ap-
peared in numerous tele-
vision series, including the
popular ‘Mahalle Behdasht’
(1984) and ‘Mokhtarnameh’
(2010-2011).

Rooygari’s career began
in theater in 1969, and he
quickly gained recognition
for his versatility and capti-
vating performances. A piv-
otal moment arrived in 1979
when he was approached by
composer Fereydoun Khosh-
nood to record a revolution-

ary anthem for the burgeon-
ing movement, a moment
he later described as “a call
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to action.” “It was a time of
great change, and I felt com-
pelled to contribute,” Rooy-
gari once remarked.
Beyond acting, Rooygari
was also a talented singer,
releasing albums of revolu-
tionary songs, and a painter.
In recent years, his health
had been a concern, with
reports of strokes and relat-
ed complications surfacing
since 2014.

Iranian mountaineer lost on Makalu after winter ascent

< Social Desk >

Iranian alpinist Abolfazl Gozali is miss-
ing after a successful winter ascent of
Mount Makalu, the world’s fifth-highest
peak, officials confirmed Wednesday.
Gozali, 43, disappeared during his de-
scent somewhere between Camp IV
and Camp III, following a triumphant
summit bid on January 15 alongside a
Nepali Sherpa team, marking the first
Iranian winter ascent of the 8,485-me-
ter (27,838-foot) peak in 17 years, IRNA
reported.

The body of Sherpa climber Phurba
Ongel has been found at 7,500 meters.
He had previously summited Manaslu
and Lhotse, and held the record for the
fastest acquisition of the Snow Leop-
ard award, a prestigious recognition
for climbing seven peaks over 6,000
meters.

Gozali embarked on his Makalu expe-

dition with the “Sano Sherpa” team
from Nepal on December 17, aiming to
conquer the notoriously difficult peak
during the winter season. The moun-
tain, known locally as the “Black Devil”
due to its frigid temperatures - often
plummeting below -30°C (-22°F) - pres-
ents formidable conditions, including
steep rock and ice faces and unpredict-
able weather patterns. Only one previ-
ous winter ascent of Makalu has been
recorded, achieved by Polish and Italian
climbers decades ago.

“The situation is incredibly complex,”
stated Hamid Mosaedian, head of the
Iranian Mountaineering Federation’s
rescue committee. “One of the Sherpas
fell, and several others went to assist
him. Gozali descended alone, and we
haven’t seen him since. Rescue teams
were deployed, but unfortunately, they
haven’t located him.”

Search and rescue operations, ham-
pered by severe weather conditions,
are ongoing. Teams are currently as-
sessing the possibility of renewed ef-
forts once wind speeds subside in the
coming days.

According to 8K Expeditions, four
experienced Sherpa rescuers-Ashok
Lama, Pasdawa Sherpa, Ang Chhiring
Sherpa, and Pasang Tenji Sherpa-were
deployed to Base Camp on Saturday
morning in a voluntary mission to re-
cover the deceased climber and search
for the missing Iranian alpinist.

Fresh initiatives needed...

What scenarios are conceivable for the future
of Iran-1AEA relations? Is it possible to reach a
Page1 > new agreement? What prereq-
uisites are necessary for such
adeal?
Iran’s foreign policy needs new initiatives. Apart
from consultations with regional players like Egypt,
Qatar; and Oman, which have limited influence, Iran
has not proposed any specific initiatives.
Simply asserting its rights under the NPT, which
grants it the right to peaceful nuclear energy and
enrichment, is not enough and will not achieve
anything in the current complex global situation.
Relying solely on regional mediation will not solve
the problem either. Iran’s foreign policy toward the
nuclear appears to have lacked creativity.
This inertia in foreign policy, distancing from the
[AEA, Washington'’s unilateralism, the lack of seri-
ous solutions, and the absence of regional treaties
have created a deadlock that promises nothing
good.
[ran must tie its interests to those of regional coun-
tries and create regional security pacts and estab-

lish regional nuclear consortiums.

If the case is referred to the UN Security Coun-
cil, what possibilities and challenges lie ahead?
In this scenario, Iran might be able to count on
China and Russia’s veto power. However, these
countries voted against Iran in the UN prior to
2015, which led to the country being brought un-
der Chapter VII of the UN Charter. They might do
so again in a larger game with the US. As the old
saying goes, countries have no permanent friends
or enemies, only permanent interests, and the sup-
port of these two countries could diminish.

Iran’s alliance with Russia and China, despite hav-
ing a strategic title, will not provide major assis-
tance if the country is placed under Chapter VII due
to the lack of military treaties and a joint defense
clause. We are now facing a new US that is different
from one under Obama and Biden. Today’s Ameri-
ca prioritizes unilateralism in its policies and does
not even rely on the UN Security Council’s final
vote, making a mere consensus sufficient for it to
take measures against Iran’s nuclear program.



