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Discover Siraf Port
with sunsets, history, living culture

( Iranica Desk )

Nestled at the foot of rocky
mountains and beside the crys-
tal-blue waters of the Persian
Gulf lies a quiet yet storied city
— the ancient port of Siraf (Ban-
dra-e Siraf) in Bushehr Province.
Its name is intertwined with the
grandeur of maritime trade, cul-
ture, and civilization, as well as
with secrets buried deep within
its soil and sea. Siraf is not only
arelic of Iran’s glorious past but
also a living mirror reflecting
the life of southern communi-
ties and their eternal bond with
the sea.

Siraf is among the oldest ports
in Iran. Its prosperity dates back
to the Sassanid era, when major
trade routes between East and
West passed through this port.
With the advent of the Islamic
period, Siraf reached the height
of its prosperity, becoming one
of the most important commer-
cial centers of the Persian Gulf
and the Islamic world during
the 9th and 10th centuries CE,
according to chtn.ir.

At that time, goods such as silk
from China, spices from India,
ivory from Africa, fabrics from
Yemen, and pearls from the wa-
ters of the Persian Gulf were ex-
ported worldwide through the
port of Siraf. This harbor served
as a gateway between East and
West, where merchants from
India, China, Africa, and beyond
gathered, and large caravans set
out from here toward the heart-
land cities of Iran.

In those days, Siraf was a thriv-
ing and populous city. Historians
have written about its multi-sto-
ry houses, bustling bazaars, vast
warehouses, and magnificent
mosques. It is said that at its
peak, the city’s population ex-
ceeded 300,000 — an astonish-
ing figure for a port city over a
millennium ago.

But this splendor did not last

forever. In the 10th century CE,
a devastating earthquake de-
stroyed much of the port. Many
neighborhoods sank beneath the
ground and sea, and Siraf never
regained its former prosperi-
ty. Yet the ruins and remaining
structures still stand today as si-
lent witnesses to the city’s once-
great civilization.

The sunsets of Siraf are among
the most breathtaking along the
Persian Gulf — moments when
the sun slowly sinks into the
horizon and shades of orange
and purple paint a dreamlike
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image upon the sea’s surface.

In this ancient port, traditional
wooden dhows (Lenj) can still be
seen, crafted by hand through
generations. Local seafarers
continue to set sail in the same
age-old fashion, their lives still
deeply tied to the rhythms of the
sea. Fishing, diving, and mari-
time trade remain inseparable
parts of everyday life in Siraf.

Along the surrounding shores,
the clear waters of the Persian
Gulf are home to coral reefs,
colorful fish, sea turtles, and oc-
casionally playful dolphins — a

sight that leaves visitors with
unforgettable memories.

Siraf is not only blessed with
natural beauty but also holds
within its heart a precious trea-
sure of historical and cultural
heritage.

Among the most remarkable his-
torical attractions of this ancient
port are the following:

Ancient cemetery: Located in
the Lir Valley, this site features
a collection of hand-carved rock
tombs chiseled into the moun-
tainside. Varying in shape and
size, these graves still hold many
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mysteries yet to be uncovered.
Grand Mosque: One of the oldest
mosques in Iran, dating back to
the early Islamic centuries. With
its simple, unadorned architec-
ture, the mosque reflects the
faith and artistry of the people
of that era.

Terraced houses and stone al-
leys: Built along the mountain
slopes and stretching toward the
cliffs overlooking the sea, these
tiered homes and narrow stone
pathways represent a brilliant
example of how humans have
adapted their architecture to

the harsh climatic conditions of
southern Iran.

Historic wells, cisterns, and rock-
cut chambers: These structures
showcase the advanced engi-
neering knowledge of ancient
Iranians in water management
and construction within arid and
mountainous landscapes.

In addition to these monuments,
remnants of old customs offices,
jetties, watchtowers, and sec-
tions of the city’s stone walls can
still be seen in various parts of
the port.

Despite its quiet and peaceful
atmosphere, the spirit of life still
flows through the city. The warm
and hospitable people of the re-
gion, speaking in their charming
southern accent and preserving
their authentic culture, are the
true heirs of a great civilization.

Visitors to Siraf can experience a
unique blend of history, nature,
and local culture — from ex-
ploring ancient monuments and
diving in crystal-clear waters to
savoring fresh seafood.

Siraf is a destination for those
seeking tranquility by the sea
and stories from the past. Ev-
ery step on its soil is a journey
through time: from the grandeur
of the Sassanids to the prosperi-
ty of the Islamic era, from the si-
lence of the medieval centuries
to the life of today.

Siraf can rightly be called the
“Silent Pearl of the Persian Gulf”
Though parts of it lie hidden be-
neath soil and water, its memo-
ry and spirit remain alive. This
historic port is a reminder of the
brilliance of Iranian seafaring
and their enduring role in con-
necting civilizations.

Visiting Siraf is not merely
seeing a tourist destination; it
is an experience of touching
history — a history that still
lives and flows in the sound
of the waves, the dust of the
mountains, and the eyes of the
southern people.

Fahraj village in Yazd Province breathes life into history

( Iranica Desk )

Fahraj village is the oldest tes-
timony of life in the heart of the
desert, yet its name has not yet
appeared on the World Heritage
list — a village whose recogni-
tion is not only the wish of the
people of Yazd Province but also
the desire of all lovers of Iran’s
cultural heritage.

Maliheh Fakhari, a journalist,
wrote: Fahraj, a village with an
ancient and deeply rooted his-
tory dating back to pre-Islamic
times, is one of the earliest hu-
man settlements on the Iranian
central plateau — a place where
humans-built homes from des-
ert soil, learned serenity from
the wind, and faith from the
sun, according to chtn.ir.
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The narrow, winding alleys of
Fahraj still carry the scent of life:
the aroma of oven-baked bread,
the fragrance of rain-soaked
earth, the calm of tranquility.
The houses are built with those
same ancient materials, and
the walls are still repaired by
the hands of the people, not by
machines. It is this very bond
between the people and the
architecture that has kept Fah-
raj alive. Here, the past and the
present walk side by side—qui-
etly, yet with majesty.

In the heart of the village stands
the Fahraj Grand Mosque, a
structure that, according to
many researchers, is the oldest
standing mosque in Iran. It has
no tiles, no gold, no flashy stuc-
co work—but in its simplicity, a
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spirit of grandeur flows.

The mud-brick columns and semi-
circular arches of the mosque
seem to tell the story of the first
Iranian Muslims, who, in the heart
of this desert, built a place of wor-
ship from clay and earth.

The Fahraj Grand Mosque is not
just a historical building; it is a
symbol of the beginning of Is-
lamic history in Iran.

Next to the mosque, the historic
castle, water reservoirs, covered
passageways (Sabats), and desert
houses form a harmonious en-
semble of traditional life — a
complex that, despite the pas-
sage of centuries, has preserved
its structure.

One of Fahraj’s most valuable
features, which sets it apart
from other historic villages, is

its accessibility for all visitors.
In recent years, through the
collaboration of the local com-
munity and Yazd’s Cultural Her-
itage Organization, accessible
pathways, safe entrances, and
facilities have been provided
so that everyone can enjoy the
beauty of Fahraj — even those
with mobility limitations.

This accessibility, alongside
the authenticity of its historic
fabric, has made Fahraj an out-
standing example of humane
and sustainable tourism. Today,
Fahraj is not merely a tourist
destination; it is a model of “liv-
ing within heritage”—a place
where people still reside in
their mud-brick homes while
hosting visitors from around
the world.

In 2025, out of nine Irani-
an villages presented to the
World Tourism Organization,
only three succeeded in gain-
ing global recognition: Soheili
from Qeshm, Shafi'abad from
Kerman, and Kandolous from
Mazandaran.

Despite its abundant historical,
cultural, and social potential,
Fahraj was left off this list. Yet it
cannot be considered a forgot-
ten village; its heritage values
remain alive, awaiting another
opportunity to enter the global
stage.

Experts believe that the absence
of certain tourism infrastruc-
tures and the need to complete
technical documentation were
the main obstacles to Fahraj’s
inclusion on the World Heritage
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list during this period. Never-
theless, Fahraj’s unparalleled
potential continues to place it
among the most deserving can-
didates for future consideration.
In Fahraj, the people still play
the central role. Women work in
small weaving and bread-mak-
ing workshops, men keep the
ganats alive, and young people
have launched local tourism
tours. They understand that if
cultural heritage is to endure, it
must flow through daily life.

If registered, this village could
serve as an educational mod-
el for other desert regions of
Iran — a paradigm of how hu-
mans can adapt to nature, use
resources wisely, and preserve
cultural authenticity alongside
sustainable development.



