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Iran raps UN resolution as political, 

devoid of genuine concern for rights
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A missile is fired during a military drill by Iran’s 
Army in the country’s southern region of Jask.
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Iran’s military officials warn of 
‘decisive response’ to hostile actions
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Iran outsmarts Muslims in key digital 

techs, globally ranked 11 in cloud 

computing
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Documenting US actions, countering 
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be Foreign Ministry’s top priority
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Persian Gulf Pro League:
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triumph in snow-hit Iranian Clasico
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Iran must explore 

parallel human 

rights avenues as 

UN agencies wane

 

 
A special session of the 

UN Human Rights 

Council  concluded 

Friday with the pas-

sage of a resolution 

condemning what it 

termed the “violent 

suppression” of protests 

in Iran. The resolution, stemming from 

recent economic demonstrations in Iran 

that escalated into violence and resulted 

in casualties, was approved by 25 votes, 

with 14 abstentions, and 7 opposed. De-

spite Iranian officials’ explanations re-

garding the involvement of Israel- and 

US-backed terrorist groups in instigat-

ing violence and forcing security forces 

to intervene, the resolution highlighted 

the Council’s continued human rights 
scrutiny of Iran and proposed extending 
the mandate of a fact-finding mission 
and special rapporteur to continue gath-

ering information and issuing reports. 

Iran’s permanent representative to the 
UN in Geneva condemned the resolution 

as “politically motivated” and “complete-

ly devoid of genuine concern for human 

rights.” Iran Daily spoke with foreign 

policy expert, Mansour Haghighatpour, 
to delve into the implications of this de-

velopment. He believes that Iran must 

define parallel human rights mecha-

nisms under multilateral organizations 

of which it is a member to counter such 

actions, given the weakening of the UN 

agencies.

 

IRAN DAILY: How do you assess the UN 

Human Rights Council’s performance re-

garding Iran? Considering the passage of 

this resolution against Iran and the Coun-

cil’s track record with other countries, 

can it be said that the Council’s standing 

has been undermined by adopting dou-

ble standards?

HAGHIGHATPOUR: This Council is not 

only undermined but has a truly ridiculous 

standing. These international organizations 

today are completely duplicitous, entirely 

partisan, and completely instrumental-

ized. It’s a shame to use the title of “human 

rights” for a Council where some who are 

not even truly human 

nor understand human-

ity want to comment on these rights, and 

whose commentary has no authenticity.

Mansour 
Haghighatpour
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Iran’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations Office in Geneva rejected a reso-
lution adopted by the UN Human Rights Council against Iran as political and un-acceptable move which is devoid of gen-uine concern for human rights.The UN Human Rights Council on Friday 
adopted a resolution that extended the mandate of the so-called Independent Fact-Finding Mission on Iran for two years, and the mandate of the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran for one year.The resolution also called for an urgent investigation by the Fact-Finding Mis-sion, in the context of what it called the crackdown of the recent foreign-backed unrest in Iran.The resolution, proposed by Iceland, Germany, North Macedonia, the Repub-lic of Moldova, and the United Kingdom, was adopted by a vote of 25 in favor, sev-en against, and 14 abstentions.Pakistan, China, Cuba, India, Indonesia, Iraq, and Vietnam voted against it.Late last month, widespread econom-

ic hardships compounded by years of Western sanctions sparked peaceful protests by merchants across Tehran and other cities.Iranian authorities initially acknowl-edged the legitimacy of some demands, but officials said demonstrations were hijacked by US- and Israeli-backed riot-ers aiming to incite violence and disor-der.
Iranian authorities said on Wednesday 
that 3,117 people died during the unrest, including 2,427 civilians and security personnel, noting that many innocents were killed by organized terrorist ele-ments.Iran’s mission said Tehran views the United Nations Human Rights Council's special session and its outcome as an overtly political act and entirely devoid of genuine concern for human rights and rejects it.
The mission added that the initiators of the move have never been sincerely concerned about the rights of the Ira-nian people, otherwise they would not have imposed inhumane sanctions that 
seriously violate fundamental rights and 

they would not have ignored the Israel’s aggression against the Islamic Republic that killed and injured more than 5,000 Iranians.
The statement said that Iran has strong, independent, and effective national ac-countability mechanisms and therefore rejects any pretext for politicized exter-nal intervention.President Masoud Pezeshkian has also ordered a comprehensive investigation into the root causes of recent incidents in Iran, the statement added.“The cases of detainees will be handled with justice, fairness and compassion. The rights of Iranian citizens are guar-
anteed only through independent legal processes based on national sovereign-ty.”Iran's ambassador and permanent rep-resentative to the United Nations office in Geneva, Ali Bahreini, also slammed the Friday's meeting as "posturing" and "a pressure tool against Iran.”A number of countries also came to Iran's defense, accusing the council of being "politicized" and showing "double standards." Cuban ambassador Rodolfo Benitez slammed the session as an "act of su-preme cynicism," while China's Ambas-

sador Jia Guide said Beijing "opposed interference in other countries' internal affairs on the pretext of human rights.”

International Desk

Iran raps UN resolution as political, 

devoid of genuine concern for rights

Thousands of people braved icy con-ditions on Friday to protest the Trump administration's immigration crack-down in Minneapolis and businesses closed their doors amid anger over the detention of a five-year-old mi-grant boy.Dozens of eateries, attraction sites and 
other businesses shuttered as part of a day of coordinated action to defy the weeks-long federal immigration op-eration underway in Minnesota, AFP reported.Images of an apparently terrified pre-schooler, Liam Conejo Ramos, be-ing held by immigration officers who 

were seeking to arrest the boy's father have rekindled public outrage at the federal crackdown, during which an agent shot and killed a US citizen.
The superintendent of Columbia Heights Public Schools, where Ramos was a preschool student, said the child and his Ecuadoran father, Adri-an Conejo Arias – both asylum seekers – were taken from their driveway as they arrived home on Tuesday.Ramos was then used as "bait" by offi-cers to draw out those inside his home, superintendent Zena Stenvik added.
Thousands of Immigration and Cus-toms Enforcement (ICE) agents have 

been deployed to the Democratic-led city, as President Donald Trump presses his campaign to deport un-documented immigrants across the country.UN human rights chief Volker Turk called on US authorities to end the "harmful treatment of migrants and refugees."Minneapolis has been rocked by in-creasingly tense protests since federal agents shot and killed US citizen Renee Good on January 7.The officer who fired the shots that killed Good, Jonathan Ross, has neither been suspended nor charged.

 
The Iranian foreign min-ister pushed back against US criticism of Tehran’s handling of recent unrest in the country, invoking remarks by US Vice Pres-ident J.D. Vance to argue that no government would tolerate large-scale vio-lence against public insti-
tutions, religious sites, and civilians.In a post on his X account on Friday, Abbas Araghchi defended Iran’s security 
measures as a response to the coordinated terrorist campaign that left thou-sands dead and caused extensive damage across the country.Pointing to Vance’s state-ment that those who storm churches or assault federal officers should be imprisoned, Araghchi sug-
gested that Washington 
applies a double standard when judging Iran’s ac-tions.He then listed the scale of destruction and casualties 

from the unrest to under-score Tehran’s assertion that its measures were aimed at restoring public order.Late last month, wide-spread economic prob-lems sparked nationwide protests.
Iranian authorities initial-ly acknowledged the legit-imacy of some demands, but officials said demon-strations were hijacked by US- and Israeli-backed rioters aiming to incite vi-olence and disorder.At least 3,117 people died during the unrest, includ-ing 2,427 civilians and security personnel. The 

riots also damaged thou-sands of public and private properties.“Mayhem of the recent 
terrorist operation in 
Iran: (destruction of) 305 am-bulances and buses; 24 gas stations; 700 conve-nience stores; 300 private homes; 750 banks; 414 government buildings; 749 police stations; 120 Basij centers; 200 schools; 350 mosques; 15 libraries; 2 Armenian churches; 253 bus stations; 600 ATMs; 800 private cars; Total death toll: 3,117; Civilians and security forces: 2,427; Terrorists: 690,” Araghchi said in his post on X.

Thousands in Minneapolis brave bitter cold to protest ICE crackdown

Araghchi decries US double standard 

over Iran’s response to riots

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Cartoonist C A R T O O N

Iran’s military officials warn 

of ‘decisive response’ to hostile actions

 I s l a m i c  Revo l u t i o n Guards Corps (IRGC) Dep-uty Commander Brig-adier General Ahmad 
Vahidi said on Saturday 
that Iran is fully pre-pared to respond deci-sively to any hostile ac-tion against the country, 
amid military threats by 
the United States over recent unrest in Iran. Addressing the National 
Congress of the 12,000 
Western Units in the northwestern city of Ur-
mia, Vahidi stated that Iran had already thwart-
ed enemy plans during 
the 12-day US-Israeli ag-
gression in June and the recent foreign-backed riots inside the country.
“Just as in the 12-day war and the recent sedi-tion, all enemy schemes to defeat Islamic Iran failed, we are ready to deliver a regret-inducing response to any reckless action by the sworn en-
emies of the Iranian na-tion,” Vahidi said.
He noted that Iran’s ad-
versaries, after suffer-ing setbacks during the 12-day war, attempted to compensate through internal unrest, but were 
again defeated due to 

national unity and public solidarity.Sporadic economic pro-
tests that had begun in late December in Iran were soon infiltrated by riotous, foreign-backed 
elements aiming to hi-jack them towards in-citing unrest. The ele-ments were confirmed by Iranian intelligence to receive American and Israeli intelligence, arms, and logistical 
support, prompting Ira-nian forces to round up ringleaders and confis-cate firearms, including weapons bound for the capital, Tehran.
US President Donald Trump claimed that the United States would re-
sort to military aggres-
sion against Iran in the event of what the US president called the Is-

lamic Republic’s use of violence against protest-ers.
Vahidi slammed foreign powers for acting against 
the Iranian population while publicly claim-ing to support them. He pointed to sanctions im-posed on Iran and acts of violence during recent 
unrest as examples of 
long-standing hostility toward the Iranian na-tion.
He further asserted that the ultimate objective 
of the United States and its allies was to weaken 
Iran, undermine national cohesion, and bring the country under foreign influence.
 
Further cooperation 
urged among Armed 
ForcesMeanwhile, commanders 

of the ground forces of the Iranian Army, and the IRGC called for further cooperation between the country's Armed Forces to improve the combat readiness in the face of enemy threats.Brigadier General Ali Ja-hanshahi, the command-er of the Army’s Ground Force, and Brigadier General Mohammad Karami, the command-er of the IRGC Ground Force, issued the call 
during a meeting held on Saturday.General Jahanshahi em-phasized that such meet-ings play an effective role in enhancing the level of cooperation between the armed forces, as well as increasing efficiency, es-pecially in the implemen-tation of joint and strate-gic missions, including defending the country's borders.He cited last year's 12-day war and the recent 
unrest as examples where the cohesion and unity of the armed forc-es foiled “ominous plots” against Iran.General Karami, for his 
part, also stressed the need for unity between ground forces against enemies’ plots.
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NATO allies 
stayed a 

little off the 
front lines.
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Central gas fields hit 240 mcm daily 

amid national consumption records
Iran’s central gas fields produced 
240 million cubic meters of gas 
daily this week, with more than 2 
million cubic meters sourced from flare gas recovery, according to Ali Rezaei, production manager at the National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC)’s Central Regions.
“More than 2 million cubic meters of this volume comes from collect-ed flare gas, which — after pro-
cessing and extraction of natural gas liquids — is injected into the 
national grid,” Rezaei told SHANA 
on Saturday.Of the total output, approximately 
28 million cubic meters stemmed 
from withdrawn stored gas, he 
added. “Flare gas collection and its reintroduction into the consump-tion cycle is a critical step toward boosting efficiency, reducing pol-
lution, and safeguarding national assets. Optimizing the use of gas storage fields also remains a con-

tinuous priority for the company.”The figures come as Iran’s overall gas infrastructure faces peak win-
ter demand. On Wednesday, na-tional gas consumption by house-
holds, commercial users, and small 
industries reached 737 million 
cubic meters, accounting for 85% of total delivered gas, according to Saeed Tavakoli, managing director 
of the National Iranian Gas Com-pany.Despite the record draw, Tavakoli 
said grid stability was maintained through operational efforts. “Gas industry personnel have created a miracle in preserving network sta-bility,” he told SHANA. “Adopting an optimal consumption pattern plays a decisive role in sustaining 
the integrity of the national gas 
system.”By Friday, domestic consumption 
slightly declined to 715 million cu-bic meters amid persistently cold weather, still representing 82% of total gas supplied nationwide.

Separately, NIOC CEO Hamid Bo-vard has announced a new mile-stone in South Pars field output. 
“Gas extraction from the South Pars joint field reached an unprec-
edented 727 million cubic meters 
today,” he said on Wednesday.
South Pars is the world’s largest natural gas field which Iran shares 
it with Qatar where it is called 
North Dome.Bovard linked the achievement to 
broader efforts to secure future energy supply. “Given the mea-sures underway to procure new rigs and drilling equipment, we hope to guarantee the country’s energy production in the coming 
years,” he said.He also urged high-consumption sectors to conserve energy. “We ask all segments, especially major consumers, to help their fellow countrymen working in opera-tional zones and support sustain-able energy security by practicing energy savings.”

Iran outsmarts Muslims in key digital techs, 
globally ranked 11 in cloud computing

The Islamic Republic 
holds the 11th global position in cloud com-puting research and 
15th in Multi-access Edge Computing (MEC), 
according to data from 
the Web of Science 
database,  said Mo-hammad-Mehdi Alavi-
an-Mehr, head of the 
Islamic World Science 
Citation Center (ISC).“Iran has outperformed 
other Muslim countries 
in such technologies,” Alavian-Mehr said, cit-ing ISC findings.He emphasized the crit-
ical role of digital trans-
formation in today’s business environment. “In today’s rapidly dig-
itizing business world, 

technology is not just a competitive advantage — it is a vital necessity,” ISNA reported.Alavian-Mehr outlined how cloud computing emerged as a response 
to longstanding chal-
lenges. “Before the ad-vent of cloud comput-ing, companies had to 
bear enormous costs for purchasing, maintaining, 
and managing hardware infrastructure — costs that not only imposed financial burdens but 
also carried risks such 
as data loss. These chal-lenges paved the way for cloud computing, 
a solution that offers 
scalable and accessible computing resources, revolutionizing informa-
tion management and 

significantly enhancing flexibility and cost effi-
ciency.”Given this context, he stressed the importance 
of tracking Iran’s scien-tific standing in cloud and edge computing through reputable glob-
al rankings.
According to ISC, Iran 
also ranks 16th globally in serverless comput-
ing, 21st in Infrastruc-ture-as-a-Service (IaaS), 
23rd in Platform-as-a-Service (PaaS), and 31st in Software-as-a-Service 
(SaaS).Moreover, based on 
Web of Science data, 
Iran leads all leading Is-
lamic countries in IaaS, serverless computing, and Multi-access Edge Computing (MEC).
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Iran transited 12.437 mil-
lion metric tons of goods 
through its road networks in the first nine months of 
the current Iranian year, 
which began on March 21, 
2025, according to a senior official at Iran Road Main-tenance and Transporta-
tion Organization.
“Road transit across the 
country’s land borders has remained stable,” Javad 
Hedayati, director general of the Office of Transit and International Transport at 
the organization told IRNA 
on Saturday.He noted that the volume 
showed little difference compared to the same period last year, defying expectations of a 50-60% decline due to multiple disruptions. “Given the challenges — particularly 
those following (the Israeli-im-posed) 12-day war — it was anticipated that transit would suffer a severe drop, but this did not happen, and we even saw growth 
on certain routes.”
Hedayati listed the 12-day 
Israeli aggression in June, a fire at Shahid Rajaee Port, the global oil price crash, and professional protests by truck drivers among the 
factors that analysts be-lieved could cripple transit 

operations. “Yet in practice, 
this did not occur,” he said.
While oil-related tran-sit volumes have halved during the nine-month pe-
riod, non-oil cargo transit has followed an upward 
trend that “remains ro-
bust,” he added.Hedayati attributed part of 
this resilience to the estab-
lishment of the National 
Transit Headquarters (Go-

zar) and the government’s focus — particularly by 
President Masoud Pezesh-kian — on simplifying and facilitating transit proce-
dures.
In late December, the headquarters formally ap-proved and circulated the 
“National Transit Plan” to 
all member agencies, de-veloped under the frame-work of Iran’s Seventh Development Plan Law. 

The document is intended to serve as the country’s comprehensive roadmap 
for transit, outlining ob-jectives, strategies, and re-
quirements to strengthen Iran’s position in regional and transregional value 
chains.Infrastructure upgrades and expanded trade ties 
with neighboring countries have also created new op-portunities. “Strengthening 
road infrastructure and deepening commercial 
engagement with coun-
tries sharing borders with Iran have paved the way for boosting exports and transiting various goods 
through our territory to 
other regional markets,” 
Hedayati said.
A recent agreement with Tajikistan is expected to further enhance competi-

tiveness. “Tajikistan’s For-
eign Ministry recently an-
nounced that, starting in 
early March 2026, the two countries will abolish visa 
requirements for interna-tional transport drivers,” 
he said. “This measure, 
along with reduced docu-
mentary and administra-tive costs, will increase the competitiveness of Iran’s 
transit corridor.”
According to IRNA, as 
many as 561,582 interna-tional freight trips were 
carried out through Iran’s 
borders during the nine-month period. Of these, over 10.01 million metric 
tons of goods were ex-ported via nearly 419,000 trips, while more than 1.913 million metric tons of cargo were import-ed through over 87,000 freight trips.

Road transit plateau at 12.4m tons 

despite regional conflicts, logistical shocks
Economy Desk

 SHANA

Iran must explore ...They don’t see the 70,000 victims 
in Gaza. They see the 
shooters, arsonists of 

mosques and religious centers, the killing of ordinary people in Iran, and 
they defend them. They don’t see the 
diminished rights of a nation in Ven-ezuela. The president of a nation was 
taken from his home, near his family, and spirited out of the country, and 
the Council said nothing. But today, a group of knife-wielders, shouters, and mosque and Quran burners have 
become “human beings” in the eyes of 
this Council, who must be defended. This Council is a very laughable play-

thing and simply operates to serve 
the interests of the United States and Western colonial powers.
 
What repercussions do such actions 
have for the international order? 
What threats do they pose?
Such actions breed distrust in the 
international system regarding what 
the UNHRC claims to be, and no 
member of the international commu-
nity has trust or confidence in it. This pushes the world towards unilateral-ism, where everyone plays whatever 
tune they want, and there is no cred-ible and impartial international arbi-

ter to be trusted.
 
What tools does Iran have at its dis-
posal to counter such moves against 
it in international organizations? 
What other strategies can be consid-
ered to strengthen Iran’s position in 
this regard?
Iran should, in multilateral assemblies where it is a member – for example, 
Shanghai, BRICS, and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) – strive to define parallel human rights mech-anisms. Iran alone does not have a decisive weight in the world. While it rejects and condemns such resolutions 

in the media and statements, if it can define new mechanisms within larger, 
multilateral frameworks and foster a consensus in resisting such proxy movements in the world with member 
countries of those organizations, that 
would be a suitable countermeasure. 
Furthermore, to facilitate more coor-dinated response in the world, Iran certainly can cooperate with countries that voted against this resolution and 
assist them when statements against 
those countries are to be made at the international level.
 
What is your analysis of the role of 

European countries in proposing 
and approving this resolution? Can 
it be seen as a sign of a more hostile 
stance by Europe or just playing in 
the hands of the United States and 
Israel?
Not exactly. Iran’s enemies, led by the 
United States, are using all their tools 
but don’t want to become more dis-credited, so they put forward a few 
lightweight countries. This way, they can also display a broader scope of confron-
tation with Iran across the world. Al-though these countries appear to be the proposers, the United States certainly has a fundamental role in this process.

 IRNA

Economy  Desk

 IRNA
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Iran, International Law & Regional Balance

In recent days, there has been 
an unprecedented level of dip-
lomatic activity by regional 
countries aimed at thwarting 
military threats against Iran. 
Why are these countries mak-
ing such an effort to prevent 
conflict?
BORHANI: The regional push to 
prevent war is a major and high-
ly consequential shift—one that 
played a decisive role in shaping 
both the trajectory and the out-
come of recent developments. 
This approach stands in sharp 
contrast to what we have seen 
over the past few years in these 
countries’ relations with Iran. It 
was both unexpected and signif-
icant.
If we look back at Arab positions 
in previous years, some countries 
were openly urging the United 
States to, as they put it, “cut off 
the snake’s head”. Moving from 
that stance to actively working 
to prevent a US attack on Iran 
represents a profound trans-
formation. Many analysts were 
taken by surprise, and it appears 
Israel itself was also caught off 
guard. Tel Aviv did not anticipate 
that, during an assault carried 
out against Iran [in June], region-
al countries—particularly Arab 
states—would react with this lev-
el of insistence.
Understanding why Arab states 
shifted their position requires ex-
amining two parallel perceptions: 
their view of Iran and their view 
of Israel. Both are central to un-
derstanding the change.
Regarding Iran, the reality is that 
in recent years Tehran adopted a 
new regional approach, empha-
sizing neighborhood diplomacy 
and a more positive engagement 
with Arab states. Efforts were 
made to reach out and pursue rec-
onciliation. Over time, relations 
improved, most notably with the 
restoration of ties with Saudi Ara-
bia, which was a milestone.
Previously, many Arab govern-
ments viewed the Axis of Resis-
tance as a Shia empire seeking to expand its influence among Sun-
ni-majority countries and mar-
ginalize them. That concern has 
now diminished to some extent. 
The Axis of Resistance itself has 
undergone changes and no longer 
plays the same role it once did in 
shaping regional dynamics. As a 
result, Iran is no longer perceived 
as the primary threat it once was.
By contrast, Israel’s actions over 
recent years have come into 
sharper focus and deeply alarmed 
regional states. Israel has attacked 
Gaza and carried out genocide, 
launched military strikes against 
Lebanon and Syria, and occupied 
parts of those countries. In re-
cent years, Israel has also issued 
threats against Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Turkey.
From this perspective, regional 
governments now see Israel’s 

growing power as the 
main danger. They are 
therefore coordinating 
efforts to prevent that power 
from expanding further and to 
stop Israel from extending its ag-
gression across the region.
Under current conditions, weak-
ening Iran in the face of Israel 
has become a negative factor in 
regional calculations. If Iran’s re-
sistance were broken through a 
direct Israeli or US attack—or a 
joint assault—forcing Iran to its 
knees, this would translate into a 
major increase in Israel’s regional 
power. That, in turn, would place 
Israel in a stronger position to 
threaten neighboring countries 
and impose its will on them.

Is this concern about rising 
tensions and the alignment 
with Tehran a temporary re-

sponse, or do these 
countries genuinely 

want a calm Iran free 
from military confron-

tation?
As I mentioned, the shift in 

regional attitudes toward Iran is 
serious and impactful, and its ef-
fects have already been visible in 
recent weeks. Whether this trend 
continues or reverses depends, 
in my view, in part on Iran’s own 
behavior.
If Tehran chooses to act as a 
revolutionary power intent on 
exporting its revolution, or as 
a Shia power seeking to export 
Shia values to Sunni-majority 
countries—as we have seen in 
previous years—this will inevita-
bly obstruct the development of 
relations and could even reverse 
recent progress.
The reality is that Iran shares 
common ground with regional 
countries. We are all concerned 

about Israel’s growing power and 
its aggressive behavior. We are 
all Muslim societies that uphold 
Islamic values. If Iran tone down 
its rhetoric toward regional states, 
moves away from slogans portray-
ing them as agents of the United 
States, and adopts a realistic view 
of countries such as Turkey, Sau-
di Arabia, Egypt and Qatar, these states can be defined as partners. 
Tehran could then coordinate 
more effectively with them.
There is vast and largely un-
tapped potential for cooperation. 
Ultimately, regional decisions to-
ward Iran will depend on whether 
Tehran draws lessons from recent years—specifically, that adopting 
a positive and pragmatic stance 
can create the conditions for co-
operation and even collective re-
sistance to Israeli policies.
If such an approach is pursued, 
there is reason to believe that 
these relationships will not only 

endure but deepen and enter 
more substantive and effective 
phases.

Amid widespread speculation, 
some argue that Arab coun-
tries played a decisive role in 
halting US President Donald 
Trump’s military operation 
against Iran. Is this assessment 
accurate? And if so, have Arab 
states gained influence over the 
US president?
In my assessment, the positions 
and diplomatic moves of Arab 
countries played a decisive role in 
stopping the attack. I view Israel’s 
reported opposition to a strike on 
Iran as largely a fabricated and 
propaganda narrative.
Even when we examine the se-
quence of events, opposition from Arab states emerged first. Only 
after it became clear that Trump’s 
decision had changed did some 
reports suggest that Israel had 
also told Washington it was not 
ready to proceed with an attack. 
Israel’s objective in trumpeting 
this narrative was to counter the 
argument that Arab countries had 
successfully blocked a US strike on Iran and influenced Trump.
They oppose the narrative that 
“the United States sided with Arab 
countries, which opposed the at-
tack, rather than Israel, which 
supported it.”
From my perspective, Arab coun-tries do wield influence over the 
US president. For Trump, eco-
nomic considerations and Amer-ican financial interests in the 
region are paramount. Countries 
such as Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates deliver substantial economic benefits to 
the United States.
Moreover, Trump maintains ex-
tensive personal relationships 
with regional leaders—particu-
larly with Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, UAE leader 
Mohammed bin Zayed, and the 
Turkish president. These person-
al ties, in my view, have a tangible 
impact on his decisions.

If a conflict were to break out 
and Iran were to target US bas-
es in West Asia, how would re-
gional countries respond?
Regional countries see this sce-
nario as a direct threat to their 
own security. Even if Iran were 
to strike a US base in the UAE or 
Qatar, the damage would not be 
limited to the United States. The 
security and interests of Qatar 
and the UAE themselves would 
also be affected—even if only the 
base were hit.
For this reason, regional govern-
ments strongly prefer to avoid 
war altogether, so they them-
selves are not drawn into insta-
bility and damage.

This interview first appeared on 
IRNA in Persian. 

I N T E R V I E W

Arabs see Israel as region’s primary threat
Iran should take more realistic view of neighbors

The unrest and protests that erupted in Iran in January 2026, while largely categorized as domestic political developments, have consistently taken on an international 
dimension. Factors ranging from geopolitical considerations and humanitarian concerns to foreign involvement have repeatedly pushed such internal events onto 

the global stage. What distinguished the January developments, however, was the way they were perceived across the region and among Iran’s neighboring states. The episode reflected a clear and 
undeniable shift in regional attitudes.
If leaders in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Egypt and Turkey had stood by Iran during the 12-day military confrontation launched by Israel and the United States in June, issuing statements opposing the 
aggression, then during the January unrest they stepped up efforts to prevent any form of US military intervention in Iran. Available evidence suggests those efforts were effective.
For a region that only a decade ago often encouraged extra-regional powers to intervene politically or militarily against Tehran whenever protests emerged inside Iran, such change represents a clear 
“paradigm shift.” Whether this shift reflects a temporary tactical calculation or a lasting strategic realignment remains an open question.
Hadi Borhani, a professor at the Faculty of World Studies at the University of Tehran and a regional affairs analyst, argues that from the perspective of regional states, the principal danger today is 
Israel’s growing power. In this interview, he says regional coordination is aimed at preventing Israel from expanding its influence and extending its military reach, and that recent alignment with Iran 
should be understood within this broader context.

Weakening Iran in 
the face of Israel has 
become a negative 
factor in regional 
calculations. If Iran’s 
resistance were 
broken through a 
direct Israeli or US 
attack—or a joint 
assault—forcing 
Iran to its knees, this 
would translate into 
a major increase 
in Israel’s regional 
power. That, in turn, 
would place Israel in 
a stronger position to 
threaten neighboring 
countries and 
impose its will on 
them.

The diplomatic 
moves of Arab 
countries played 
a decisive role 
in stopping the 
attack. I view Israel’s 
reported opposition 
to a strike on Iran as 
largely a fabricated 
and propaganda 
narrative.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 

Araghchi (L) meets with Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on October 9, 

2024. 

  AFP

US President Donald Trump (L) and 

Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 

Hamad Al Thani meet at the Amiri 

Diwan in Doha, Qatar on May 14, 

2025. 

  AP 

Hadi Borhani



5Deep Dive
Iran, International Law & Regional Balance

Iran Daily  Sunday, January 25, 2026

In recent weeks, and alongside 
protests in Iran, US and Israeli 
officials made statements that 
appeared to influence the tra-
jectory of these protests. From 
the perspective of international 
law, what are the consequenc-
es of inciting unrest in anoth-
er country, and are there legal 
rules governing such interven-
tions?
NASRI: The principle of non-in-
tervention is one of the peremp-
tory and foundational norms of 
customary international law. It 
is enshrined in Article 2(7) of the 
United Nations Charter and has been reaffirmed in subsequent in-
terpretive instruments. Under this 
principle, any coercive or non-co-
ercive interference by states in 
the internal or external affairs of 
another state—including its po-
litical, economic, social or cultural 
system—is prohibited.
UN General Assembly Resolution 
2625, known as the Declaration 
on Principles of International Law 
concerning Friendly Relations 
among States, explicitly states that 
no state has the right to intervene, 
directly or indirectly, for any rea-
son whatsoever, in the internal or 
external affairs of any other state. 
The actions taken by the United 
States in recent weeks constitute 
clear examples of such prohibited 
intervention.
In addition, the “threat” of the use 
of force, just like the actual use of 
force, violates Article 2(4) of the 
UN Charter. In this regard as well, 
the United States has breached 
the Charter. This article obliges 
UN member states to refrain from 
the threat or use of force against 
the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state.
Even the threat of military inter-
vention, absent any actual use of 
force, constitutes a violation of 
this provision and invalidates the legality of any subsequent action 
against a country such as Iran. 
The deliberate inclusion of the 
word “threat” alongside “use” re-flects the clear intent of the Char-
ter’s drafters to prevent all forms 
of political and military pressure 
on states.
In short, Iran is an independent 
state, and interference in its inter-
nal affairs constitutes a violation 
of international law; the threat of 
force is prohibited; the US govern-ment has no legal justification for 
military intervention; and the cre-
ation of a crisis in order to justify 
intervention is itself unlawful.

From a legal standpoint, and 
in light of the events of re-
cent weeks in Iran, what steps 
should the Islamic Republic 
take to document these ac-
tions?
From a legal perspective, and giv-
en recent developments, the Ira-
nian government can and should 
adopt a coherent, multi-layered 

approach to docu-
menting events and 
pursuing legal account-ability. As a first step, com-
prehensive and standardized 
documentation is of fundamental 
importance. This includes the 
systematic collection of all mate-
rial and digital evidence, such as 
photographs and videos, forensic 
medical reports, witness state-
ments, telecommunications data, and official documents from law 
enforcement and judicial bodies.
Accurately recording the timing, location and sequence of events, 
as well as clearly establishing the 
causal link between provocative statements by foreign officials 
and the actions of organized 
armed groups inside the country, 
is essential to ensure that these 
materials are admissible and 
credible in international organi-
zations.
Alongside this, drawing a clear 
legal distinction between peace-
ful protests and violent or armed 
actions is critically important. 
The right to peaceful protest, as 

a fundamental human 
right, must be explic-
itly recognized. This 

distinction plays a key 
role—both in domestic 

law and in the international 
legal narrative—in preventing 
conceptual confusion and politi-
cal exploitation.
In this context, reliance on es-
tablished frameworks of inter-
national law, particularly the UN 
Charter and the rules governing 
the international responsibility 
of states, is essential for legally 
framing the issue. The publication of official, well-documented judi-
cial reports—written in precise 
legal language and accessible to 
international audiences—serves 
as a key reference point within 
this framework.
Finally, active legal diplomacy and 
evidence-based dissimilation of 
information play a complemen-
tary yet vital role. Submitting 
substantiated reports to the UN 
Secretariat, the Human Rights 
Council and other relevant mech-
anisms, coupled with targeted 
engagement with international media based on verifiable docu-

mentation, can help prevent the 
distortion of events.
Consistently emphasizing the 
government’s commitment to 
protecting the lives and rights 
of peaceful protesters, ensuring 
transparency in statistics and 
reporting, and demonstrating ac-
countability for any potential vio-
lations are not only human rights 
obligations but also important 
assets for strengthening the coun-
try’s legal position at regional and 
international levels.
Another issue that must be tak-
en seriously is countering the 
dangerous narrative-building 
that has emerged in recent days 
concerning Iran’s political in-
dependence and territorial in-
tegrity. In recent days, some US 
think tanks and media outlets 
have spoken about the neces-
sity of occupying Kharg Island 
and seizing Iran’s oil resources. 
While these remarks were not made by official authorities, 
such narratives and proposals 
must not be allowed to gain 
traction or be normalized in the 
international arena.
It is essential both to inform the 

public about the hostile schemes 
of the opposing side and to re-
spond, in the international media 
space, to such verbal provocations 
and planning directed against 
Iran’s rights, interests and secu-
rity. The public should be aware 
that the monarchist movement—
and Mr. Reza Pahlavi, [the exiled son 

of the deposed shah], who at one point 
wrote to National Geographic 
magazine to prevent the Persian 
Gulf from being renamed the 
“Gulf” in an effort to appear “na-
tional”—has today aligned itself 
under the banner of overtly an-
ti-Iranian movements and lacks 
even the courage to respond to 
such blatant affronts to Iran’s ter-
ritorial integrity.

How effective can Iran’s legal 
actions be in this context, and 
to what extent can they move 
beyond symbolic gestures to-
ward holding intervening ac-
tors accountable? What should 
be the Iranian Foreign Minis-
try’s main priority and mission 
under current conditions?
The reality is that a remarkable 
number of international orga-
nizations—particularly those with executive or quasi-judicial 
authority—are, in practice, in-fluenced by the structural power 
imbalance, political pressure and disproportionate influence of the United States. This influence man-
ifests not only in decision-making 
processes but also in the setting 
of priorities, agenda-building and 
even the interpretation of interna-
tional legal rules.
As a result, securing a binding 
resolution or enforceable decision 
against the United States—espe-
cially on issues that directly affect 
its strategic interests—appears 
unlikely under current interna-
tional conditions.
That said, this reality should not 
lead to abandoning or downplay-
ing engagement with internation-
al organizations. On the contrary, 
legal and diplomatic recourse to 
these bodies, even when a nega-
tive outcome is anticipated, serves 
important strategic functions.
First, it contributes to formally 
documenting the country’s legal 
positions and leaves behind a 
written, citable record for history. 
Second, such engagement helps 
inform global public opinion and 
challenges the dominant narra-
tive advanced by powerful states. 
In effect, even defeat within for-
mal institutions can translate 
into success in the arena of public 
opinion.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has no instrument other than 
diplomacy at its disposal, and 
it must deploy that instrument 
to the fullest extent possible to 
reduce tensions and neutralize 
threats.
 This interview first appeared on 
IRNA in Persian. 

I N T E R V I E W

Documenting US actions, countering dangerous  

narrative-building should be Foreign Ministry’s top priority

 As Iran moved past two weeks of heightened unrest, an assessment of the causes and drivers of these tensions reveals indications of foreign government involvement 
in their escalation—evident in several statements and, at times, explicit or inadvertent admissions. While the unrest in Iran initially took place against the backdrop 

of economic woes and livelihood challenges facing the population, certain actions and remarks by current and former US officials contributed to what became one of the most difficult periods in recent 
Iranian history.At a time when the Iranian government, while acknowledging and lending legitimacy to public protests and economic demands, sought to move toward easing economic hardships, 
figures such as former US secretary of state Mike Pompeo openly spoke of Mossad agents operating on the streets of Tehran. Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump, through a series of intermittent, 
ambiguous and contradictory posts on his social media platform Truth Social, claimed to be supporting the Iranian people and protesters.
Incitement to rebellion against Iran’s governing organizations and bodies, threats against the government and the existing political system, alongside political and economic pressure and admissions 
regarding Israeli operative’s presence in Iran, constitute clear examples of interference in the internal affairs of another state—conduct that is prohibited under international law and established 
international norms.
To examine the relevant international legal frameworks governing such interference, the following interview was conducted with Reza Nasri, an international law expert and senior analyst of inter-
national relations.

The “threat” of the 
use of force, just 
like the actual use 
of force, violates 
Article 2(4) of the 
UN Charter. In this 
regard as well, 
the United States 
has breached the 
Charter. This article 
obliges UN member 
states to refrain 
from the threat or 
use of force against 
the territorial 
integrity or political 
independence of any 
state.

In recent days, 
some US think tanks 
and media outlets 
have spoken about 
the necessity of 
occupying Kharg 
Island and seizing 
Iran’s oil resources. 
While these remarks 
were not made by 
official authorities, 
such narratives and 
proposals must 
not be allowed to 
gain traction or be 
normalized in the 
international arena.

The photo shows a wall in the  
conference hall of the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry. 

 IRNA

A building and several cars are set 
ablaze during riots in Tehran, Iran 
on January 9, 2026.

 FARS

Reza Nasri
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Athletics

Iran on  
consolation course  
after second  
Aussies thrashing 

Safdarian, Beheshtirad secure  

all-Iranian one-two in men’s speed

Iran remained on course for a consolation ninth-place finish in the Asian Men’s Handball Champi-onship after hammering Australia 37-17 in Da’iya, 
Kuwait, on Friday.
A second rout of Australia in the competition lifted 
Iran to the top spot in Group IV of the Martyr Fa-
had Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Cup – where seven teams fight for 9th-15th places – drawing level on four 
points with China ahead of the meeting between 
the two sides at the Kuwait Handball Association 
Hall today.Mehran Rahnama scored a game-high eight goals 
for Iran, with Alireza Dadvand adding seven, 
while Taha Shokouhipour, Reza Ezzati, and Omid 
Enayatjoo chipped in four apiece. Timothy Ander-
son and Alex Verdier each scored five to top the 
scoring for the Aussies.
Iran opened the tournament with a 24-22 loss to 
four-time bronze medalist Saudi Arabia in Group 
D of the preliminary round but rebounded to thrash Australia 39-13 in its second outing in the 
22nd edition of the event.A draw against Japan in its final preliminary game 
would have been enough for Iran to secure a main-
round spot. However, Spanish head coach Rafael Guijosa’s men relinquished a five-goal lead in the 
second half, with Daisuke Tanaka’s winner at the death sealing a 30-29 victory for the two-time champion, which finished runner-up to Saudi 
Arabia in the group.
Iran still managed to recover to beat India 39-16 
in its Group IV opener on Thursday.Elsewhere, South Korea defeated Iraq 35-30 to 
sit atop the main-round Group I table with three 
points, leading on goal difference over Japan, 
which edged out the host country 28-27 earlier 
on Friday.
In Group II, Bahrain defeated defending champion 
Qatar 31-28 to sit atop the table ahead of today’s 
crunch encounter against Saudi Arabia, which 
is second on two points after beating the United 
Arab Emirates 33-19.The flagship continental event also serves as a qualifier for the 2027 World Championship in Ger-many, with the four semifinalists securing berths. 

I ra n i a n  c l i m b e r s  M o -
hammadreza Safdarian and Mohsen Beheshtirad 
claimed a gold and silver 
medal, respectively, in the men’s speed competition at 
the second UIAA Ice Climb-
ing World Cup event of the 
2026 season in Saas-Fee, 
Switzerland, on Friday.
After clocking the third-best qualification time of 9.93 seconds, Safdarian 
produced a blistering as-
cent of 8.60 seconds in the final to add another World 
Cup gold to the one he won 
in the season opener in 
Cheongsong, South Korea, a 
fortnight ago. 
In his previous three visits 
to the resort in the Swiss 
Alps, Safdarian had col-
lected a gold, silver and a 
bronze, with a mesmeriz-
ing sub-eight second climb 
earning him the World Cup 
title last season. 
Beheshtirad, who took 
bronze in Cheongsong, se-
cured silver this time with 
a time of 9.06 seconds, de-
spite having recorded the 
fastest time overall (8.55 

seconds) in qualification. 
Florian Gantner of Liech-
tenstein finished third in 

9.14 seconds.
The Saas-Fee event de-
ployed a solo format – 
climber against the clock 
– rather than the usual 
head-to-head duel, with each finalist given three at-
tempts.Mojtaba Hashemi was the 
other Iranian competitor in the men’s speed event but 
narrowly missed the 16-man final, finishing 17th in qualification with a time of 13.94 seconds.
In the women’s speed con-test, Mahin Khalil repre-
sented Iran. She posted 28.46 seconds to qualify for the final and ultimately finished 10th with 20.47 

seconds.Mongolia’s Selenge Nyam-
doo won the women’s title in 11.29 seconds, followed by Liechtenstein’s Lorena 
Beck (13.13 seconds) and Czech 
climber Aneta Louzecka 
(13.29 seconds).
The three-day competition 
in Saas-Fee featured 137 athletes from 19 countries across the men’s and wom-en’s speed and lead disci-
plines.
The third World Cup event 
of the season will be held in 
Longmont, Colorado, USA, 
from February 20-22, fol-lowed by the season finale 
in Edmonton, Canada, from 
February 26-28.

Uzbekistan internation-
als Oston Urunov and Igor 
Sergeev were on target as 
Persepolis defeated Sepahan 
2-1 in a snow-affected Irani-
an Clasico at home on Friday, 
leapfrogging their familiar 
foe to the top of the Persian 
Gulf Pro League table.
Esteghlal ,  meanwhile, 
missed the opportunity to 
go top of the standings fol-
lowing a goalless stalemate 
against Zob Ahan at Isfah-an’s Fooladshahr Stadium 
later in the day. The re-
sult saw Esteghlal drop to 
fourth in a tight title race, 
in which the top five teams 
are separated by only two 
points.

Urunov masterclass
Sepahan started strongly at Tehran’s Pas Qavamin Sta-
dium and was somewhat 
unlucky not to take the 
lead before halftime after 
wasting a couple of clear-
cut chances through Mo-hammad Mahdi Lotfi and 
Kaveh Rezaei.
However, the halftime in-
troduction of Sergeev and Montenegrin midfielder Marko Bakić inspired the 
Capital Reds’ much-im-
proved performance in the 
second half, with Urunov 
breaking the deadlock in 
the 53rd minute. The Uz-
bek winger was played in 
behind the Sepahan back-

line by Milad Mohammadi 
before his composed strike 
from inside the box found 
the bottom corner – the first goal conceded by 
Sepahan in seven visits to 
Persepolis.
Sepahan had goalkeeper 
Seyyed Hossein Hosseini 
to thank for producing a heroic save to deny Mo-
hammad Amin Kazemian 

in the 70th minute, but 
there was more to come 
from Urunov two minutes 
later. The winger wizard 
swept past two Sepahan 
defenders and provided 
his international teammate 
with a delicate back-heel 
touch before Sergeev slot-
ted home from close range 
to open his Reds account 
in his second appearance 

since joining the club ear-
lier in the month.
His celebrations were cut 
short minutes later as he 
was sent off after a VAR review in the 95th minute 
for stamping Sepahan cen-ter-back Mohammad Dane-
shgar.
A second VAR intervention 
saw Sepahan awarded a 99th-minute penalty for a 

foul by goalkeeper Payam Niazmand on Majid Aliyari. Portuguese midfielder Ri-
cardo Alves sent Niazmand 
the wrong way from the 
spot to reduce the deficit, 
though it proved to be just 
a consolation as Persepolis 
completed a league double 
over their rivals, having 
been winless against Sepa-
han in the league for 1,335 

days before the reverse fix-
ture last August.
Persepolis leads the table 
with 31 points from 17 
games – level on points 
with Sepahan but ahead on 
head-to-head record.
“The three points were cru-cial in our quest for the ti-
tle. My team didn’t perform 
as I wanted in the first half, 
but we improved tactically 
in the second half and cap-
italized on our chances,” 
said Persepolis head coach 
Osmar Loss Vieira.
“We made the halftime sub-
stitutions to create a ‘3 vs. 2’ overload against the op-ponent’s midfielders in the 
center of the pitch. I asked 
my players to push higher, press the opponent’s de-
fensive line, and fortunate-
ly, we scored from exactly 
that kind of situation. With 
better transitions and more precision in the final third, 
we could have scored four or five,” added the Brazilian.
Sepahan boss Moharram Navidkia, meanwhile, rued 
the missed chances in the first half and refused to 
blame the weather condi-
tions for the defeat.
“It was a game of two dif-
ferent halves. We were ex-ceptional in the first half 
and created numerous 
chances, but unfortunately, 
we failed to convert them. 
We should have finished the game in that first peri-od,” Navidkia said.

“After their well-taken goal, our team’s structure fell 
apart. We tried our best 
to calm our players down, 
but the lads were no longer 
playing in their positions,” 
added the club legend.“It’s true we played much 
better in the first half, but 
I am not going to blame 
the snowy weather for our 
second-half collapse, as it is part of football. My players 
were desperate to make up 
for the defeat in the reverse fixture, but when you are 
playing against opposition 
of that caliber, it is crucial 
to stay focused until the 
very last second and not 
let emotions get the better of you,” Navidkia said after 
his team failed to win in the 
league for a third consecu-
tive game.
Elsewhere, second-half 
goals from Mahdi Tikdari 
and Pouria Shahrabadi 
helped Golgohar Sirjan 
continue its impressive run 
of form with a 2-0 home 
win against Fajr Sepasi, moving Mahdi Tartar’s men to fifth in the table – level on 29 points with third-
placed Tractor and Estegh-
lal but behind on goal dif-
ference.
Esteghlal Khuzestan played 
to a goalless draw at home 
against Paykan, mirroring 
the result between Chador-
malou and Shams Azar Qa-zvin at Yazd’s Shahid Nassi-
ri Stadium.

Uzbek impact inspires Reds to triumph  
in snow-hit Iranian Clasico

Persian Gulf Pro League:

Asian Men’s Handball Championship: UIAA Ice Climbing World Cup:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Persepolis striker Igor Sergeev (R) celebrates his goal during a 2-1 win against Sepahan in the Persian Gulf Pro League in Tehran, Iran, on January 23, 2026.

 fc-perspolis.com

Iran’s Mohammadreza Safdarian won his second men’s speed gold of the 

2026 UIAA Ice Climbing World Cup season in Saas-Fee, Switzerland.

 UIAA

  IRIHF
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In southeastern Iran, where soil 
and sun tell stories of history, the 
wheel of pottery still turns; but 
not on a wheel, but in the hands 
of women who have been guard-
ians of the soil for thousands of 
years. 
In Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince, pottery continues in a way 
that has traversed millennia, pre-
serving its authenticity without 
relying on modern tools; an art 
that is not only a handicraft but a 
living narrative of Baluch culture 
and identity. Located 25 kilome-
ters from Saravan, Kalpurgan 
village stands; a name that has 
transcended a mere point on a 
map to become a global address 
for pottery art. The 7,000-year-
old Kalpurgan pottery, crafted by 
hand without the use of a wheel, 
has gained such fame that in No-
vember 2016, UNESCO experts 
traveled to this village to assess 
its potential for global registra-
tion; a journey that culminated 
in the global registration of this 
historic village and the presenta-
tion of a registration plaque to its 
people.
Kalpurgan is a tourist village 
where talented Baluch women, 
with humility and strength, cre-
ate their art in front of visitors’ 
eyes. The name Kalpurgan is 
derived from a medicinal native 
plant of Baluchestan; just as the 
pottery of this village has its roots 
in the nature and traditional life-
style of the region, according to 
chtn.ir.
Although agriculture and prod-
ucts like dates, citrus fruits, and 
vegetables are the main occupa-
tions of the locals, what sets Kal-
purgan apart from other villages 
is its pottery art; an ancient art 
that dates back between 4,000 
to 6,000 years and has remained 
untouched, counting as the only 
active pottery workshop in the 
world that still works in a prim-
itive manner.

The Kalpurgan pottery is a relic 
from the millennia before Christ 
and a symbol of the continuity 
of a certain type of red pottery; 
a masterpiece of the thoughts 
and tastes of the women of Sis-
tan and Baluchestan Province. 
This art has been passed down 
from generation to generation, 
from mothers to daughters, and 
while time has not diminished its 
authenticity, it has added to its ar-
tistic values. Simple yet profound geometric patterns reflect beliefs, 
spiritual desires, and the connec-
tion of humans to their surround-
ing nature; silent narratives that 
have come to life on the pottery 
bodies.
One of the female artists from 
Saravan said that the global regis-
tration of this village has boosted 
the pottery market, “The hand-
made pottery of the women of 
Kalpurgan today has applicants 
from various parts of the world.”
Zinat Monfared stated, “The pat-
terns used on Kalpurgan pottery 
are the result of the minds and 
beliefs of the people of the region, 
which have been passed down 
from generation to generation 
and have a lot of harmony with 
pre-historic pottery.”
Referring to the difference be-
tween Kalpurgan pottery and 
other parts of the country, he 
added, “All the delicate stages 
of pottery are done by women, 
and men only participate in pre-
paring the clay, shaping the clay, 
and baking the pottery; in ad-
dition, this pottery is not made 
using a wheel, and all stages are 
performed traditionally and by 
hand.”
The artisan said, “Using the 
potential of the virtual space 
in introducing and marketing 
products has attracted foreign 
customers from countries like 
Germany and China.”
The global registration of Kalpur-
gan, in addition to encouraging 
the local people, has had an ef-
fective role in promoting tourism 

and introducing this ancient art 
to the world, and many domestic 
and foreign tourists visit this vil-
lage every year.
Mohammed Sadeq Dehvari, a cul-
tural heritage expert in Saravan, 
stated that the pottery of Kalpur-
gan village has gained interna-
tional fame. He said, “These arti-
facts are masterpieces of thought 
and art by the women of Sistan 
and Baluchestan Province, passed 
down from mothers to daughters 
over generations. 

The passage of time has not only 
preserved their authenticity but 
also added to their artistic value.” 
He further noted that the creators 
of Kalpurgan pottery have always 
been women throughout history, 
and this ancient art is shaped by 
hand without the use of a potter’s 
wheel. The decorations on these 
pottery pieces are derived from 
long-standing geometric patterns 
rooted in the culture and beliefs 
of the local people. Kalpurgan 
pottery is devoid of glaze, and 

the clay used is sourced from an 
area located two kilometers from 
the village, with a unique compo-sition that turns red after firing. 
Referring to the patterns on the 
pottery as symbolic and abstract, he added, “These patterns reflect 
the artist’s inner desires and, in 
some cases, convey beliefs and 
beliefs that arise from the sur-
rounding environment.” 
He said that the female potters 
prepare the special clay by col-
lecting it, pounding, sifting, and 
traditionally purifying it before 
using it to create their pottery, 
a process that is entirely done 
using traditional and primitive 
methods.
He added, the prepared clay is 
placed in a ceramic container, 
and the artist shapes the desired 
pottery by hand and by spinning 
the lower container; in such a way that the little finger of the 
foot plays the role of the potter’s 
wheel motor, and a new container 
is born in this museum. Dehvari, 
stating that Kalpurgan village 
is among the target villages for 
tourism in Sistan and Baluches-
tan Province, noted, Kalpurgan 
Pottery Museum will be open 

during Nowruz and is ready to 
host domestic and foreign tour-
ists. 
The head of the cultural heri-
tage, tourism, and handicrafts 
department of Saravan, said 
that the Kalpurgan Clay Muse-um is one of the most significant 
cultural capacities of the regio. 
In this museum, located in the 
global village of Kalpurgan, Bal-
uch potters perform the living 
art of pottery, dating back sev-
en thousand years, and tourists 
can get to know the production 
process of this unique art from 
close range. 
Mahvash Asadi added, the live 
Kalpurgan Pottery Museum is 
currently active, and while pot-
ters from this village are actively 
working, they are generating in-
come through this art. 
Pottery training in Kalpurgan 
has a long history, and children 
become familiar with this art 
from a young age, which is why 
pottery in this village has been 
passed down from generation to 
generation. He, referring to the 
actions taken to strengthen and 
dynamize the village of Kalpur-
gan, stated, in order to develop 
the market for handicrafts, a per-
manent handicraft market has 
been established, and stalls will 
soon be allocated to applicants. 
Also, sending potters and arti-
sans to provincial, national, and 
international exhibitions is one 
of the most important marketing programs in this field.
He stated that media and cultur-
al programs aimed at promoting 
Kalpurgan and attracting tourists 
are on the agenda, continuing: 
These programs, with the goal 
of strengthening the position 
of this global village as a tourist 
destination, are being pursued 
continuously and seriously. He 
emphasized that currently, 57 
women from Kalpurgan village 
are directly involved in pottery, 
and 12 cooperative companies 
have been formed. 

The establishment of a com-
prehensive tourism and recre-
ational complex centered on 
the Fereydunshahr ski resort 
in Isfahan Province represents 
a distinct opportunity for reve-
nue generation and functions as 
a pivotal instrument for fortify-
ing Isfahan’s natural tourism 
brand at both national and in-
ternational levels.
Mohammad Tamannaei, a facul-
ty member at Isfahan Universi-
ty of Technology, underscored 
Isfahan’s strategic position 
within the North-South Trans-
port Corridor. He noted that, 
despite possessing consider-
able potential in winter tour-ism, Iran contends with a defi-
ciency in adequately equipped 
ski slopes and appropriate 
lodging facilities, according to 
IRNA.
He elaborated further, stating, “At present, a significant num-
ber of Iranian and internation-
al tourists opt for destinations 

such as Turkey and Armenia 
for their winter travel due to 
the absence of standardized 
amenities. However, the de-
velopment of integrated facil-
ities like the Fereydunshahr 
ski complex would not only 
capture a greater share of this 
market but also prolong the 
duration of tourist stays within 
Isfahan Province.”He clarified, “Fereydunshahr is 
located at an elevation of 2,500 
meters above sea level. This 
topographical characteristic 
results in extended snow re-
tention compared to other ski 
areas across Iran.”
The academic pointed out, “In 
contrast to certain ski resorts dependent on artificial snow 
production, Fereydunshahr benefits from a naturally ade-
quate snow cover throughout 
the winter season without re-
quiring snowmaking systems. 
Moreover, while some slopes 
are operational for merely two 
to three months annually, the 
utility of the Fereydunshahr ski 

resort is not confined exclusive-
ly to the winter months.”
He added, “Owing to its high 
altitude and consistently low 
temperatures, the Fereydun-
shahr ski resort typically main-
tains snowy conditions for a period of four to five months. 
This represents a critically im-
portant competitive edge for in-

vestments in skiing and winter 
sports infrastructure within the 
region.”
Tamannaei emphasized, “From 
an economic standpoint, pro-
jections indicate that the ‘de-
velopment of a tourism and rec-
reational complex centered on 
the Fereydunshahr ski resort’ 
will yield satisfactory returns 

for investors via accommo-
dation rentals, the provision 
of recreational and sporting 
services, sales of skiing equip-
ment, and hospitality offerings 
in restaurants. Concurrently, 
governmental support in the 
tourism sector, including tax 
exemptions and the provision 
of banking facilities, may serve 

as additional incentives for in-
vestment in this initiative.”
He further commented, “Col-
lectively, the execution of this 
project will not only establish a 
prominent winter tourism hub 
in Fereydunshahr but will also 
elevate Isfahan Province’s com-
petitive standing in the tourism 
domain, foster the development 
of regional infrastructure, and 
augment sustainable income 
streams for investors and local 
enterprises.”
The professor also recalled, 
“Fereydunshahr, by virtue of its 
picturesque natural landscape 
and distinctive mountainous 
terrain, also possesses inherent 
capacity to draw tourists during 
the summer season. Through-
out the warmer months, ame-
nities such as mountaineering, 
mountain biking, and camping 
can be developed and promot-
ed within the area.”
As reported by IRNA, the Fe-
reydunshahr ski resort is sit-
uated 180 kilometers west of 
Isfahan on the slopes of Tsikhe 
Mountain. It stands as the sole 
standard ski resort within the 
province, featuring slopes with 
gradients of 35 degrees, and 
in certain sections, up to 70 
degrees. It is acknowledged as 
the highest-altitude ski resort 
in Iran.
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For nearly half a century, the 
Fadjr International Theater Fes-
tival has stood as a cornerstone 
of Iranian artistic life, now cel-
ebrating its 44th edition. More 
than a recurring event, it’s a 
deeply respected institution, a 
vibrant showcase for Iranian 
theater and the foremost plat-
form for recognizing and cele-
brating the nation’s performing 
arts achievements. Revered as 
the country’s most significant 
theatrical event, the festival em-
bodies the power of theater to 
transcend the confines of tradi-
tional venues and forge a direct 
connection with the community.
This vital link is perhaps most 
vividly expressed through its 
street theater section, a dynamic 
realm that breathes life into the 
city’s alleyways and public spac-

es. As Maryam Ka-
zemi, director of 

the street the-
ater section for 
the 44th Fadjr 
International 

Theater Festi-
val, observes, 

“Street theater is the most vi-
brant and palpable embodiment 
of theater within society. Its 
stage is ‘the street’, a perpetual-
ly present and life-giving space, 

unbound by walls and accessible 
to all.”
The following interview explores 
Kazemi’s insights on this year’s 
street theater offerings and the 
profound significance and im-
pact of this compelling theatri-
cal form.
 
IRAN DAILY: What is the signifi-
cance of the 44th Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival, given its 
long-standing presence?
KAZEMI: As you mentioned, this 
festival has now been held for 44 
iterations. The true value of a fes-
tival isn’t solely measured by the 
scale of its presentation in one or 
a few editions, but rather by its 
enduring continuity. When a fes-tival persists, it signifies credibil-ity; irrespective of names, specific 
themes, supporting institutions, 
or even titles like “international,” 
we, theater artists, view the Fadjr 
International Theater Festival sim-
ply as a theater festival. It provides 
a platform for showcasing theatri-
cal productions that have been 
staged throughout the year in our 
country. From this perspective, it 
is a festival worthy of respect and 
esteem.
Moreover, this festival represents 
the largest theatrical event in the 
nation. Naturally, it commands 
a larger budget, boasts a wider 
reach, and consistently holds a 
unique position in terms of media 
presence, publicity, and the pres-
tige it bestows upon participating 
artists. Therefore, if we set aside 
all peripheral assumptions and 

simply consider the festival’s the-
atrical essence, the Fadjr theater festival is a defining, impactful, 
and crucial event within the na-
tional theatrical landscape and 
our profession.
 
As director of the street theater 
section for this year’s festival, 
could you tell us about that sec-
tion?
The street theater section, like the 
other theatrical sections includ-
ed in this year’s festival call and 
among the 10 sections of the fes-
tival, exists due to the inclination 
and preference of artists active in this field, and the importance 
of street theater itself. There are 
numerous applicants for theater, 
and a diverse range of avenues for 
activity exist, but street theater is one of the first sections to consis-
tently attract a dedicated follow-
ing and enthusiasts. One might 
even say that many theater enthu-
siasts who lacked the opportuni-
ty for stage performances have 
gravitated towards street theater. 
Among them are exceptionally 
gifted and creative individuals who wish to bring their flair and 
ingenuity to the open space of 
the streets. Therefore, from my 
perspective, street theater is an 
incredibly impactful section.
 
In your view, what is the signifi-
cance of street theater?The significance of street theater, 
perhaps from a unique perspec-
tive, lies in the fact that the street 
always exists. Stage performances 
may occasionally be suspended 
for various reasons, or venues 
may become inaccessible, but the 
street is perpetually present. The 
events that unfold in the street ac-
tually provide the sustenance and 
backdrop for theater. Even as we 
stand here, conducting this inter-
view, it could be the foundation for 
a theatrical event, and our story 
could be written later. Therefore, 

theater never truly dies, because 
there are always events and occur-
rences, and the most fundamental 
and authentic theatrical events 
have always originated from the 
street.

How do street theater and stage 
theater differ, and what factors 
influence a group’s choice of 
venue?
Street theater, as its name sug-
gests, takes place in the street. The 
primary difference is that simple: 
Stage theater occurs within a closed and defined environment 
(the stage), while street theater un-
folds in the open and public space 
of the street.
Of course, some might bring a 
stage work to the street, but the 
true nature of street theater is 
that it should be designed sponta-neously, creatively, and specifical-
ly for the street environment. Be-
cause in the street, the performer 
doesn’t choose their audience, and 
the audience hasn’t chosen the 
performance in advance. The two 

encounter each other by chance: 
A force performs in the street, and 
a passerby suddenly comes face-
to-face with that performance. If 
the street theater captures their 
interest, the pedestrian will stop 
and, depending on the work’s ap-
peal, watch a portion or all of it; 
otherwise, they’ll simply pass by 
the performance. Therefore, the 
essence of street theater is that 
the performer must conclude that 
this work, given its characteristics, 
absolutely must be performed in 
the street and is capable of attract-
ing a street audience.
 
What makes a piece of theater 
truly suited for the street?
As I mentioned, this theater 
should be performed for an audi-
ence that hasn’t chosen to attend. 
Therefore, the design should 
be such that if a spectator ap-
proaches the performance from 
any point, they shouldn’t feel like 
they’ve missed anything. They 
should be able to grasp the subject 
matter from the moment they ar-

rive, and the performance should 
offer something of value to them.

Do international festivals typ-
ically feature street theater? 
Why is it valuable for the Fadjr 
festival to include this section?
In international festivals I’ve at-
tended, there has always been a 
street event, because such occur-
rences serve as a showcase for a 
festival. A festival, regardless of 
how it’s organized, is a socio-cul-
tural event, and street theater 
adorns the city or region hosting 
the festival with its performances. 
The thoroughfares leading to the 
main hall or festival areas should be 
embellished with artistic elements 
like photo galleries, puppet shows, 
and, of course, street theater per-formances. This creates a unified 
and vibrant artistic atmosphere 
throughout the city, conveying the 
message that a theatrical event isn’t limited to the confines of a closed venue or a specific demographic, 
and that you can experience theater 
in an open environment.

 
The 12th Tehran International Car-
toon Biennial showcases works 
from artists representing 70 coun-
tries, according to Aidin Mehdiza-
deh, Director-General of the Visual Arts Office at the Ministry of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance.
The biennial was jointly organized 
by the Ministry of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance and the Tehran 
Municipality’s Art and Culture Or-
ganization. The resumption of the 
biennial, a cornerstone of Iran’s vi-
sual arts scene and a globally recog-
nized platform for cartoonists, has 
been hailed as a testament to the 
dedication of Iranian artists and the 
collaborative spirit between govern-
mental and municipal bodies.

Mehdizadeh, the event’s high in-
ternational standing attracted sub-
missions from a broad spectrum of 
nations, with many Iranian artists 
residing abroad opting to partici-pate under the Iranian flag.
The collaborative effort between the 
ministry and the Tehran Municipal-
ity, spearheaded by Deputy Artistic 
Affairs Mehdi Khorsani Zadeh, was 
instrumental in overcoming logis-
tical challenges and ensuring the 

biennial’s timely realization.
Mehdizadeh emphasized the impor-
tance of such inter-agency cooper-
ation, noting that it should extend 
beyond the arts to encompass all 
cultural initiatives. “This event be-
longs to all Iranians, artists, and 
institutions,” he stated. The biennial 
boasts the highest monetary prize 
for cartoonists globally, awarding a 
total of €26,000 in foreign currency 
and approximately 5 billion Iranian 
rials in domestic currency. The ex-
hibition, curated by Masoud Shojaei 
Tabatabaei and managed by Abbas 
Ghazi Zahedi, remains open to the 
public at the Saba Cultural and Ar-
tistic Institute until February 10, 
2026. Following the awards ceremo-ny, a display of finalist and winning 
works will be available for viewing.

Tehran cartoon biennial draws artists 

from 70 nations, resuming after eight-year hiatus

A stage that never closes

Street theater, 50-year legacy 

of 44th Fadjr Int’l Theater Festival
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Iranian actors perform in the street theater 

‘Ghalamestan,’ directed by Maryam Doosti, 

at Rudaki Cultural and Artistic Hall in 

Tehran, January 23, 2026.
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