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People mourn at a makeshift memorial in the area 
where 37-year-old Alex Pretti was shot dead by federal 
immigration agents earlier in the day in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, on January 24, 2026.
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Nouri al-Maliki, fit for 
Iraq’s premiership, 
yet facing immense 
challenges
 

The Coordination Framework, 
a coalition of Shia political 
groups, has put forward 
Nouri al-Maliki as its nomi-
nee for Iraq’s premiership. A 
seasoned Shia politician with 

close ties to Iran, Al-Maliki’s 
selection has garnered support from factions 
like the Kurdistan Democratic Party, but has 
also drawn fire from Sunni parties. Simulta-
neously, reports of escalating US pressure on 
Iraq, specifically targeting Shia groups and re-
garding the disarmament of resistance groups 
have surfaced, complicating the already vola-
tile political landscape. In an interview with 
Iran Daily, Reza Qazvini, an expert on Iraqi af-
fairs, argued that Al-Maliki’s selection, amidst 
such a sensitive and tense climate, is a proper 
move. According to him, Al-Maliki is a decisive 
figure who can engage in meaningful and seri-
ous dialogue with various groups, both within 
and outside Iraq.
 
IRAN DAILY: What’s your assessment of the po-
tential impact on Iraq’s political future in the 
wake of Al-Maliki’s selection? Could this lead to 
stability and unity, or exacerbate existing divi-
sions and tensions?
Qazvini: The situation Iraq finds itself in is ex-
ceptionally sensitive. I believe this selection 
is made within the framework of these highly 
sensitive conditions and the regional situation. 
While a consensus wasn’t fully achieved within 
the Framework – he was elected by a majority, 
not unanimous vote – it generally reflects a wide-
spread understanding among Shia leaders of the 
current realities. They’ve chosen Al-Maliki as 
a strong, decisive figure capable of engaging in 
serious dialogue with various groups inside and 
outside Iraq.
There have been disagreements, both among 
Sunni and Shia factions within the Coordina-
tion Framework, regarding Al-Maliki’s selection. 
Conversely, powerful forces among Sunni and 
Kurdish groups have also voiced their support. 
Whether he can foster unity and create a stable 
domestic political environment remains to be 
seen, and will depend on the policies he pursues.
For a strong and empowered prime minister, one 
who can wield authority in negotiations with 
both domestic and foreign parties and gain their 
trust, I believe this is a suitable choice. Iraq does 
not need a director-general, but 
a powerful leader. The presence 
of individuals beholden to their own political 
factions or regional power centers could be det-
rimental to Iraq.

Reza Qazvini
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