My Iran section of Fadjr Int’l Theater Festival

From 12-day war

to national epics
INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE (8

Iran Daily

Sha’ban 07, 1447

Vol. 8038 = Tuesday, January 27, 2026

VAN > vandaity. v

Bahman 07, 1404 100,000 rials = 8 pages

newspaper.irandaily.ir ‘ @ IranDailyWeb

ran vows huge payback

o enemy'’s ‘miscalculation’

2

Gov't seeks educational reform,
aiming to foster consclous Iearnmg

President Masoud Pezeshkian (3rd L, back row) poses for
a photo during a ceremony to honor benefactors who
built schools across Iran, in Tehran on January 26,

2026.
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US military drill in Middle East, part of strategy to avoid direct conflict with Iran

INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE

The US Air Force
has announced
it is gearing up
for a multi-day
military exercise
across the Mid-

dle East. The drill

is set to kick off in Qatar with the
participation of Persian Gulf Coop-
eration Council (Gcc) member states
and will run for 11 days. In recent
weeks, the US has also significant-
ly beefed up its military presence
in the region. This exercise comes
amid escalating tensions between
the US and Iran, raising the specter
of renewed conflict. Should military
hostilities erupt, regional coun-
tries would inevitably be caught in
the crossfire, making the GCC'’s in-

Mohsen Farkhani

volvement a point of considerable
interest. Mohsen Farkhani, an in-
ternational affairs expert, told Iran
Daily that the US is unlikely to seek
direct conflict with Tehran and that
the increased military build-up in
the region is a way to pile on psy-
chological pressure and facilitate
the re-entry of Israel into conflict
with Iran.

IRAN DAILY: How do you assess the
US Air Force’s exercise at this junc-
ture? Is this drill merely a military
maneuver, or are there other objec-
tives at play?

FARKHANI: The joint exercise be-
tween the US and GCC member states,
taking place amid rising tensions
between Iran and the United States,
cannot be simply written off as a rou-
tine military exercise between allied
nations. The timing itself contradicts
such an assessment. According to the

US 2025 National Security Strategy,
and considering the Trump admin-
istration’s return to the Monroe Doc-
trine (emphasizing a focus on national interests
within the Western Hemisphere and distancing
itself from past alliances) and the expecta-
tion that allies will shoulder the costs
of their own security in line with the
Nixon Doctrine, this joint exercise is
significant in two respects.

Firstly, the US is attempting to pass
the buck of security costs onto its
allies in the Persian Gulf through
arms and logistical support, thereby
distancing itself from a full-scale war
with Iran due to domestic challenges
within the US. Secondly, the United
States is unlikely to pursue direct
conflict with Iran, and the escalation
and increase of US military weaponry
in the region is a means of ramping
up psychological pressure and facil-
itating the re-entry of Israel into the
continuation of war with Iran and

violating the ceasefire [in June]. On this
basis, a game is being played, consist-
ing of several simultaneous scenarios.
One: The US is projecting a full-
fledged commitment to its allies in
the GCC, having already reaped bil-
lions of dollars from the leaders of
these countries, to support them in
times of security crises. However, at
the same time, it is waking them up to
its disinterest in direct involvement in
Middle Eastern wars. The fact that 70
different scenarios will be practiced
over the 11-day duration of the exer-
cise suggests an effort to avoid direct
involvement and to provide only arms
and training support, which aligns
with the Nixon Doctrine.

Two: Given the deployment of diverse
military weaponry in the region, the
likelihood of war is Page2 >
considered highly
probable, but seems somewhat far-
fetched during the joint exercise.
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Iran vows huge payback
to enemy’s ‘miscalculation’

C International Desk )

Iranian officials on Monday reiterated
the readiness of all sectors of the coun-
try, including Armed Forces, to respond
to any “miscalculation” by the enemy.
Addressing a conference of top state
companies, First Vice President Mo-
hammad Reza Aref said that the Islamic
Republic will resolutely defend its peo-
ple against any threat.

Aref said that Iran is not seeking war
and has no intention of initiating con-
flict, but it will not hesitate to defend
itself.

“God willing, there will be no war today
as well; however, if the enemy makes
a miscalculation, the government has
a wartime economic plan and specific
mechanisms in place to manage war-
time conditions.”

Commander of the Army’s Ground
Forces Brigadier General Ali Jahansha-
hi also announced the force’s readiness

to confront the enemies’ conspiracies
and defend the “sacred soil of our
country” with full strength.

FM spox warns of
‘regret-inducing response’
Speaking during his weekly press con-
ference, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei also warned that the
country would deliver a “regret-induc-
ing response” to any act of aggression,
stressing that Iran is now more capable
than in the past.

Reacting to recent US military moves in
the region, especially conducting a joint
military drill with the Persian Gulf Arab
states, Baqaei said that countries in the
region are aware that any insecurity in
the region is not directed solely at Iran,
which is why there is a shared concern
among regional states.

“Iran has confidence in its own capabil-

IRNA

any aggression more powerfully than
in the past with a regret-inducing re-
sponse,” he added.

“We have faced, and continue to face,
a form of hybrid warfare. Following
the June aggression, over the past few
months, we have been confronted with
new threats from the United States and
the Zionist regime,” he said.
Foreign-instigated riots in Iran escalat-
ed on January 8 and continued for sev-
eral days, following peaceful protests
in Iranian bazaars and markets where
traders called for government action to
halt the devaluation of the Iranian rial.
The violence, encouraged openly by

damage to public and private property,

L\

ities and has also kept the experiences
of June in mind, and it will respond to

the Israeli regime and US President
Donald Trump, resulted in extensive

with widespread destruction of shops,
government institutions, public service

facilities, and the killing of thousands
of civilians, including women and chil-
dren, as well as security forces.

Senior MP says US paralyzing int’l bodies
to control global resources

( International Desk )

Iran’s deputy parliament speaker
said on Monday that the United
States is deliberately weakening,
discrediting and even paralyzing
international organizations in a
bid to control natural resources,
wealth, markets, and strategic
capacities of other countries, es-
pecially in Asia’s strategic regions.

Hamidreza Haji Babaei made
the remarks in an address to the
main plenary of the 16" General
Assembly of the Asian Parliamen-
tary Assembly (APA) in Bharain’s
capital, Manama.

“The message of this policy is
clear: no country, regardless of its
size, power, or history of relations
with the United States, will be im-
mune from excessive demands,

IRNA

pressure, and threats”.

He said the United Nations Se-
curity Council, specialized inter-
national forums, human rights
bodies and other international
bodies are now facing pressure,
sanctions and threats from the US.
Haji Babaei said that Iran has
been one of the main targets of
this US “malicious strategy.”
“Actions by the United States that
are contrary to the UN Charter —
including threats to use force, ille-
gal sanctions, and direct and indi-
rect aggressive measures against
my country — have intensified in
recent years”, particularly in the
recent months, he added.

The direct military attack by the
US on peaceful nuclear facilities of
Iran in June “is a clear example of
this lawlessness.”

US military drill ...

However, given the current tense
conditions, the US disinterest in a
Page1 > full-scale war with
Iran, and its desire
for Israel to initiate the conflict
alone, it is possible that the US
would take advantage of this exer-
cise to place GCC member states in
a fait accompli and to prevent them
from backing out of a collective war
with Iran, potentially leading to the
commencement of Israeli attacks
during the exercise.

What kind of reactions could be
expected from Iran in the event of
any provocative action?

With US unlikely to initiate military
action, should any such move occur
from Israel and drag GCC member
states into war, the necessity of Iran
entering combined military actions
against US military bases and equip-
ment in regional countries and Isra-
el would be unavoidable. This would
also include cyberattacks and the
involvement of Shiite movements
aligned with the Islamic Republic of

Iran, threatening the economic tar-
gets of GCC member states, the US,
and Europe in the Persian Gulf.

In your opinion, what is the best
way to deter and prevent the es-
calation of tensions?

Currently, the US is applying diplo-
matic and psychological pressure
on Iran in the most aggressive man-
ner possible. Moreover, the condi-
tions the US has set for diplomatic
engagement and de-escalation are
essentially a zero-sum game. There-
fore, the only way to create deter-
rence for the US is to convey the
sense of incurring a prohibitive cost
and engaging in a full-scale war, so
that Washington, due to its lack of
interest in entering a widespread
conflict and the risk to its own na-
tional interests and security, will
back down from its positions. The
use of deterrent language by Irani-
an officials and actions that reflect
Iran’s seriousness in responding to
any malice from the US and Israel
will both discourage Washington

and Tel Aviv to enter a war with Iran
and will also cause the GCC member
states to calculate correctly about
not joining the US game.

How would you characterize the
cooperation of the GCC member
states in this exercise? Is this co-
operation an action to prepare for
potential threats?

Given that this exercise is designed
to send a multi-layered message to
regional actors in the Persian Gulf,
GCC member states will not only
benefit from US logistical, arms, and
training support, but will also see
themselves as operational allies of
the US, who will not be alone in the
event of a crisis and will see the US
as an active security partner. Partic-
ipating in this joint exercise, given
their concerns about potential Irani-
an attacks on US bases in their coun-
tries, is a bid to send a message of
strong willingness to avoid tensions
with Iran and deter Tehran from en-
gaging in retaliatory operations in
their territories.

Russia urges Iran, US to exercise restraint;
says war will destabilize region

C International Desk )

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said on Monday thata
possible US military strike on
Iran on the pretext of support-
ing Iranian protesters would
further destabilize West Asia
region, calling on both sides
to show restraint and focus
exclusively on peaceful nego-
tiations. "Russia continues its
efforts to de-escalate tensions.
In this situation, we would like
to see restraint from all par-
ties involved as well as their
focus exclusively on peaceful
negotiations to address the is-
sues they consider relevant,”
Peskov said. Peskov added
that such a move would rep-
resent “another step toward
serious destabilization in the

region.”

The comments came as ten-
sions have been on the rise
between Tehran and Wash-
ington over the US meddle-
some remarks about recent
protests in Iran. Foreign-in-
stigated riots in Iran escalated
on January 8 and continued
for several days, following
peaceful protests in Iranian
bazaars and markets where
traders called for government
action to halt the devalua-
tion of the Iranian rial. The
violence, encouraged openly
by the Israeli regime and US
President Donald Trump, re-
sulted in extensive damage to
public and private property,
with widespread destruction
of shops, government institu-
tions, public service facilities,

Dmitry Peskov
TASS

and the killing of thousands
of civilians, including women
and children, as well as secu-
rity forces.

Iranian authorities have con-
firmed that US and Israeli
spy agencies were directly
involved, providing funding,
training, and media support
to rioters and armed terror-
ists acting on the streets. Since
then, Trump has repeatedly
threatened Iran with military
attack over what he calls Teh-
ran’s suppression of protests.

Iranian Navy acts as an ‘anchor’ of regional stability:

Commander of the Iranian Ar-
my’s Naval Force, Rear Admiral
Shahram Irani, said the Iranian
Navy acts as an anchor of stabili-
ty and security in the region. Ira-
ni underscored the importance
and status of the Army Navy in
the region and beyond while ad-
dressing the students at Imam
Ali Military University on Mon-
day, IRNA reported. Referring
to the continuous and powerful
presence of the Iranian Navy in
the open waters, he said that the

Shahram Irani
IRNA

waving of the national flag thou-
sands of kilometers away from
the country's maritime borders
is a clear message of "peace and
friendship" for neighbors, and a
"serious warning" to ill-wishers.

He stressed that the Navy not
only ensures the security of
commercial lines, but also
solidifies Iran's position as a
maritime power in the new ge-
ometry of global power equa-
tion. The naval commander
underlined that today the Navy
is much more advanced and
more powerful in internation-
al waters and at the country's
maritime borders than it was
during the Irag-imposed war in
the 1980s.

7 Mohammad Ali Rajabi
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Economy

Petropars ups South Azadegan output

by over 63,000 bpd in 17 months

Economy Desk >

Iran s Petropars Group CEO Ha-
midreza Saqafi announced on
Tuesday that the company has
increased crude oil production
at the South Azadegan field by
more than 63,000 barrels per
day over the past 17 months
through a series of technical and
operational measures.

"This production increase result-
ed from drilling, completion and
rehabilitation of wells, acidizing
operations, and resumption of
the downhole pump lifting pro-
cess after a two-year hiatus in
work package execution,” Saqafi
said, as reported by IRNA.
During the period, crews com-
pleted 4,180 meters of new well
drilling and 1,626 meters of
workover well drilling. One new
well was drilled and completed,
while two suspended workover
wells underwent drilling, sus-
pension removal and comple-
tion.

Regarding well stimulation,
"acidizing and production en-
hancement operations on 22
wells were implemented to im-
prove flow rates and reservoir
performance,” Saqafi added.

He highlighted the restart of
downhole pump operations after
a two-year suspension, noting
that "over the past 17 months,
38 downhole pumps along with
all associated surface equipment
were designed, manufactured,
tested and delivered by three
domestic manufacturers."
Saqafi attributed the results to
coordinated efforts by Petropars
specialists supporting national
economic objectives. "The out-
come has been production of
1,100 barrels per day from wells
number 51 and 96 on pad num-
ber 14, and 1,800 barrels per
day from wells number 184 and
192 on pad number 9, collective-
ly contributing to the record pro-
duction increase of more than
63,000 barrels per day at this
field," he said.

The Azadegan field ranks among
the region's largest oil reservoirs
and is shared with Iraq. After
years of suspended operations,
development responsibilities
transferred to Petropars Group
in 2019. International compa-
nies currently operate the Iraqi
section of the field, known as
Majnoon.

According to the National Irani-

an 0Oil Co. (N10¢), Iran is expect-
ed to raise its crude output by
135,000 barrels per day (bpd)
through the installation rap-
id-deployment modular projects
— known as “skid-mounted”
units under newly signed service
contracts.

The NIOC head, Hamid Bovard,
said on Wednesday, “Given the
signing of two contracts — one
for crude oil processing services
at oil fields and another for sup-
plying onshore drilling rigs —
we have scheduled the installa-
tion of 11 skid-mounted units.”

Iran does not release detailed
crude export figures, citing US
sanctions that it says require
confidentiality. Data from the
International Energy Agency
(1IEA) show Iran has significantly
increased oil production over
the past year despite continued

Ll
> IRNA

sanctions aimed at curbing its
output and exports. According
to the IEA, Iran’s oil production
reached 3.5 million barrels per
day in November, unchanged
from October but up 110,000
bpd from December 2024 lev-
els.

RAl reports double-digit growth
in freight, int’l transport volumes

( Economy Desk )

Mirhasan Mousavi, the dep-
uty managing director of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Rail-
ways (RAI), said on Monday
that railway transport indica-
tors across the country have
grown this year compared
with the same period last
year.

"Loading volume on the rail-
way network has increased
by approximately 10 percent,
and a 10 percent growth in
international transport and

a 5 percent growth in inter-
city and suburban passenger
transport have been record-
ed,” IRNA quoted Mousavi
as saying at a coordination
council meeting of railway
managers.

He emphasized that continu-
ity of uninterrupted opera-
tions for both passenger and
freight trains remains a pri-
mary priority for the national
railway operator. "Continuity
of uninterrupted operation of
passenger and freight trains
is among the main priorities

of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Railways and must be
maintained with full vigilance
and seriously as planned,” he
added.

Mousavi expressed confi-
dence that expanded freight
targets remain achievable
with sustained government
support. "With the continu-
ation of planned measures,
achieving the 20 percent and
then 30 percent targets for
increasing freight transport
with the help of the govern-
ment and Parliament will not
be out of reach on the railway
network," he said.

He noted that expanded load-
ing capacity, development of
international and passenger
services, and safety improve-
ments are collectively advanc-
ing the railway system's per-
formance. "Increased loading,
development of internation-
al and passenger transport
alongside safety enhancement
has directed the railway net-
work toward productivity and
better services," Mousavi said.

Annual inflation rises to 44.6%

ds consumer pI'iCES surge

< Economy Desk >

Iran's annual inflation
rate for households
reached 44.6 percent
in the month ending
January 20, marking a
2.4 percentage-point
increase compared
with the previous
month, according to
data from the Statis-
tical Center of Iran
(scn, reported by Mehr
News Agency.

The consumer price
index for households
reached 469.4 during
the month, reflecting a
7.9 percent rise com-
pared with the prior
month, a 60.0 percent
increase versus the
same month last year,
and a 44.6 percent
gain in the 12-month
period ending this
month compared with
the corresponding pe-
riod a year earlier.

Point-to-point infla-
tion, defined as the
percentage change in
the price index com-
pared with the same
month of the previ-
ous year, stood at 60.0
percent for house-
holds last month. The
figure indicates that
Iranian households
spent on average
60.0 percent more to
purchase an identical
basket of goods and
services compared
with the same period
last year. The point-
to-point inflation rate
increased by 7.4 per-
centage points com-
pared with the previ-
ous month.

Monthly inflation,
defined as the per-
centage change in the
price index compared
with the prior month,
reached 7.9 percent
in the month ending

January 20. Within
this figure, the major
group of "food, bev-
erages and tobacco"
recorded monthly
inflation of 13.7 per-
cent, while the major
group of "non-food
goods and services"
registered monthly in-
flation of 4.4 percent.
Annual inflation, de-
fined as the percent-
age change in the
average price index

over a 12-month peri-
od ending in the cur-
rent month compared
with the correspond-
ing 12-month period
of the previous year,
reached 44.6 percent
for households in the
month ending January
20, representing a 2.4
percentage-point in-
crease compared with
the same indicator
reported for the pre-
vious month.

No Iranian cargo, vessels seized under UN resolution since snapback invocation

< Economy Desk >

Shipping Association of Iran (saorn) Sec-
retary Masoud Polmeh said in an in-
terview with ILNA on Monday that no
cases of cargo or vessel seizure due to
enforcement of UN Security Council
Resolution 1929 have thus far occurred
since the implementation of the snap-
back mechanism.

Polmeh addressed the impact of Reso-
lution 1929 enforcement on maritime
activities and cooperation with foreign
shipping lines, stating, "The subject of
Resolution 1929 is that if strong sus-
picion exists that a vessel is carrying
cargo belonging to Iran which is con-
sidered prohibited, that cargo will be
seized."

He explained that strong suspicion un-
der the resolution means authorities

must be certain weapons or equipment
prohibited for use in Iran are aboard
a vessel, in which case the vessel be-
comes subject to inspection. "If cargo
with these specifications exists on a
suspected vessel, only that cargo will
be seized and not the vessel,” Polmeh
said.

"In this cycle the vessel is not seized,
and since the implementation of snap-
back until today no case of cargo or ves-
sel seizure due to enforcement of Res-
olution 1929 has occurred," he added.
Asked whether this process has caused
fear among Iran's partners and affect-
ed continued cooperation, Polmeh re-
sponded, "No, because prior to snap-
back all these matters were already in
effect and enforcement of Resolution
1929 was already on the agenda, and
if prohibited cargo was discovered on

a vessel it would be dealt with accord-
ingly."

The UN Security Council on September
29 reinstated several sanctions against
Iran’s nuclear activities that had been
lifted under the JCPOA, after France,
Germany, and the UK triggered the
deal’s “snapback” mechanism.
"Currently all companies and ship-
ping lines that are in contact with Iran,
aware that such a threat exists, coop-
erate with our country. Moreover, ship-
ping companies fundamentally do not
undertake any illegal actions or opera-
tions outside the framework defined by
the United Nations," he said.
Responding to a question about wheth-
er Iranian vessel and cargo seizures un-
der Resolution 1929 occurred during
previous governments, Polmeh stated
that in the past years, the country wit-

nessed seizures of its tankers and re-

He added that vessel seizures occurring
in recent months were unrelated to the
resolution and instead involved smug-
gling of fuel.

ciprocated with similar actions, though
this does not confer comprehensive-
ness or legitimacy on such behaviors.



Jr

4

Deep Dive

Iran Daily = Tuesday, January 27, 2026

Transatlantic rift widens; from economic

spats to geopolitical crisis in Greenlan

By Asgar
Ghahremanpour

The transatlantic alliance, once
the cornerstone of the liberal in-

ternational order; is undergoing
its most profound transforma-
tion since the Cold War’s end.
While united against Russian ag-
gression, the United States and
Europe are now entrenched in
deep structural competition over
trade, technology, and strategic
influence. This analysis contends
that the relationship is shifting
from a “strategic partnership”
toward a new paradigm of “co-
operative competition.” A hypo-
thetical 2026 crisis over Chinese
investment in Greenland’s critical
mineral reserves crystallizes this
new reality. The incident expos-
es core fissures: America’s secu-
rity-first approach demanding a
veto versus Europe’s insistence
on sovereignty and strategic au-
tonomy, alongside a damaging
transatlantic subsidy race. The
article concludes that the alli-
ance’s future hinges on managing
this inherent tension, preserving
unity against direct threats while
establishing new frameworks to
govern inevitable competition
over the resources and technol-
ogies defining the future. Failure
to adapt risks the alliance’s stra-
tegic atrophy.

For decades, the US-European
relationship formed the bedrock
of the international order. Today,
that foundation is fracturing.
The remarkable solidarity dis-
played following Russia’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine has, by 2026,
given way to a more complex and
contentious reality. Beneath the
surface of ongoing military co-
ordination, profound structural
divides over economics, strategy,
and global influence are boiling
over, finding a flashpoint in an un-
expected arena: Greenland. This
is not a narrative of alliance col-
lapse, but of its painful evolution.
The transatlantic partnership
is mutating from a hierarchical
strategic alliance into an untested
model of cooperative competition,
where collaboration on existen-
tial threats coexists uneasily with
fierce rivalry across economic and
technological domains.

Part 1: Unhealed wounds
(2024-2026)

These fissures did not emerge
overnight. They result from years

of diverging priorities now codi-
fied into concrete policy.

o Subsidy war: The US Inflation
Reduction Act (1ra) of 2022 was a
seismic event. By 2026, it has trig-
gered not merely complaints but
a full-blown transatlantic subsidy
race. The European Union, ini-
tially outraged by what it decried
as «green protectionism,» has
responded with its own massive
industrial policy packages, most
notably the Green Deal Industri-
al Plan. While both sides pursue
the noble goal of accelerating the
clean energy transition, the effect
has been a costly fragmentation
of supply chains and deep-seated
resentment. Brussels perceives its
industrial base as being under-
mined by its closest ally.

o Strategic drift: Europe>s
long-debated goal of «strategic
autonomyy» is gradually material-
izing. By 2026, concrete progress
on EU defense initiatives, from the
Eurodrone to a more integrated
command structure, is evident. In
Washington, this development is
met with profound ambivalence.
While the Pentagon welcomes a
more capable partner, a faction
within the US security apparatus
worries about duplicated efforts
and a Europe that might eventu-
ally chart an independent course,
thereby complicating NATO cohe-
sion. Simultaneously, America’s
strategic gaze remains fixed on
the Indo-Pacific, leading some Eu-
ropean capitals to feel relegated to
a secondary theater.

o Populist reshaping: A new
wave of populist parties, often

skeptical of Russia yet pragmat-
ically engaged with China, holds
significant sway in several Euro-
pean capitals. Their ascent injects
volatility into established foreign
policy consensus. Concurrently, a
new generation of leaders on both
sides of the Atlantic, unburdened
by Cold War nostalgia, approach-
es the alliance with a cooler calcu-
lus of immediate national interest.

Part 2: Case study:
Greenland crisis 0f 2026

Itis against this fraught backdrop
that a hypothetical “Greenland
Crisis” erupts in 2026, serving as
a pressure cooker for these sim-
mering divisions.

The Spark: Greenland, an auton-
omous territory of NATO-member
Denmark, sits atop vast untapped
reserves of rare earth elements
and other critical minerals. As
Arctic ice recedes, its geostra-
tegic value soars. In early 2026,
a Chinese state-owned mining
conglomerate, CMGC, submits
an extraordinarily lucrative bid
to develop mines and associated
port infrastructure. The cash-
strapped local government in
Nuuk, eager for greater economic
independence from Copenhagen,
is strongly inclined to accept.

Fault lines exposed:

1-Security versus sovereign-
ty: Washington immediately
frames the deal as a grave na-
tional security threat. A perma-
nent Chinese strategic foothold
in the Arctic on NATO territory is
viewed as utterly unacceptable.

DOW JONES

The message to Copenhagen is
unequivocal: «Block this deal.»
Brussels and Copenhagen, how-
ever, face a dilemma. They share
concerns over Chinese influence
but are equally committed to
the principles of sovereignty and
Greenland’s right to self-deter-
mined development. They advo-
cate for a European-led alterna-
tive investment package, arguing
for a proactive strategy rather
than a reactive US veto.

2- Economic competition turns
direct: The crisis transforms the
abstract subsidy war into a direct,
unseemly bidding confrontation.
American and European diplomats
scramble to outbid each other with
counter-offers of investment, tech-
nology, and green partnerships to
Nuuk. The transatlantic alliance,
in effect, begins auctioning against
itself, much to the delight of Green-
landic negotiators.

3- China dilemma fractures Eu-
rope: The US demands a united,
hawkish front against Beijing.
While Eastern and Nordic EU
members align with Washington,
other capitals with deeper eco-
nomic ties to China urge a more
nuanced, «de-risking» approach
focused on diplomacy and alter-
natives. The crisis tests Europe-
an unity as severely as it strains
transatlantic solidarity.

4- Autonomy in action: Euro-
pean leaders insist the crisis
must be managed through a
coherent, EU-led Arctic policy,
not merely by acceding to an
American diktat. This assertion
of a distinct European strategic

interest constitutes a quiet but
firm challenge to Washington»s
traditional primacy in alliance
leadership.

Likely outcome & lasting
scars: After weeks of tense di-
plomacy, a fragile compromise is
brokered: a Western-led consor-
tium with a European company
at the helm, featuring conditional
American investment and explic-
itly excluding CMGC. While the
immediate threat is contained, the
damage is lasting. Mutual trust
is diminished. Europe emerges
more determined than ever to se-
cure its own critical mineral sup-
ply chains, reducing future depen-
dency. In Washington, a pervasive
fear is reinforced: that European
allies are reluctant to make the
hard strategic choices necessary
to counter China.

Era of cooperative
competition

The Greenland crisis is a har-
binger. It demonstrates that the
central theater of transatlantic
tension has shifted from trade
in widgets to the race for the re-
sources and technologies defining
the 21st century. China has mas-
terfully evolved from an external
challenger into a potent wedge
issue, exploiting latent divisions
between the US and Europe.

The old paradigm is broken. The
emerging reality is one of cooper-
ative competition.

@ Cooperation will remain strong,
and essential, in confronting clear,
direct military threats, such as a
revanchist Russia.

o Competition will be the default
state in economic, technological,
and geo-economic spheres, from
the Arctic to Africa. This rivalry
must be managed with clear, mu-
tually agreed rules to prevent it
from becoming destructive.

o Crisis management will require

new, dedicated forums for con-
sultation, a respect for respective
spheres of influence, and, at times,
an agreement to disagree.
The transatlantic relationship is
not ending; it is entering its most
complex phase. Its future hinges
not on nostalgic appeals to past
glory, but on the pragmatic, un-
glamorous work of building in-
stitutions and frameworks sturdy
enough to withstand the con-
stant, delicate tension between
working together and racing
against one another. The winds
blowing from Greenland are cold,
and they carry a clear message:
The alliance must adapt, or it will
atrophy.

Davos World Economic Forum dominated
by Trump threats over Greenland

By Andre Damon

ﬁmm
The World Economic Forum,
which opened Monday, January
19, in Davos, Switzerland, was

dominated by the deepening
rift between the United States

and the European powers over
US President Donald Trump’s
efforts to take control of Green-
land. By the end of Wednesday
evening, Trump had announced
that he would walk back his ear-
lier threats to annex Greenland
by military force or impose tar-
iffs against European states, in
exchange for what he called an
agreement over control of the

territory.

Greenland is an autonomous
territory of Denmark, a found-
ing member of the NATO alli-
ance. Trump met with NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte
on Wednesday and announced
the “framework of a future deal,”
though the precise terms remain
unclear and disputed.

The New York Times reported,

citing unnamed senior officials
familiar with the discussions,
that NATO military officers dis-
cussed “a compromise in which
Denmark would give the United
States sovereignty over small
pockets of Greenlandic land
where the United States could
build military bases.” Two offi-
cials compared the proposal to
Britain’s sovereign base areas in

Cyprus. The Telegraph said the
framework would allow the US
to “perform military operations,
intelligence, and training” with-
out seeking permission from
Denmark, an arrangement simi-
lar to the US military’s control of
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

Danish officials rejected the
characterization that any real
agreement had been reached.

“

Thetransatlantic
partnershipis
mutatingfrom
ahierarchical
strategic
allianceintoan
untested model
of cooperative
competition,where
collaborationon
existential threats
coexists uneasily
with fierce rivalry
across economic
and technological
domains.

’

Chinahas
masterfully evolved
fromanexternal
challengerintoa
potentwedgeissue,
exploiting latent
divisions between
theUSand Europe.

Danish Foreign Minister Lars
Lgkke Rasmussen told public
broadcaster DR that US own-
ership of Greenland remains “a
red line” for Denmark. Sascha
Faxe, a member of the Danish
parliament, told Sky News the
purported deal “is not real,”
adding: “It's two men who have
had a conversation. It’s definite-
ly not a deal.” Rutte himself told
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Fox News that the question of
whether Greenland would re-
main under Danish control “did
not come up” in his talks with
Trump.

Trump withdrew tariff threats
against eight European coun-
tries following the announce-
ment, sending stock markets
sharply higher after the S&P 500
had posted its worst day since
October on Tuesday.

The crisis at Davos exposed
the advanced state of disin-
tegration of the transatlantic
alliance. Canadian Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney, speaking at
the forum on Tuesday, deliv-
ered a stark assessment of the
global situation. “Let me be
direct: We are in the midst of a
rupture, not a transition,” Car-
ney declared. He warned that
“the rules-based order is fad-
ing” and invoked the ancient
Greek historian Thucydides:
“the strong do what they can,
and the weak suffer what they
must.” Carney received a stand-
ing ovation from the audience,
while Trump’s address was
met with tepid applause.
French President Emmanuel
Macron denounced the Trump
administration’s trade strategy
as an effort to “weaken and sub-
ordinate Europe.” The depth of
the rift between the US and Eu-
rope was illustrated by Europe-
an Central Bank President Chris-
tine Lagarde, who walked out of
a dinner during a speech by US
Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick that was critical of Eu-
ropean economic policies.
Whatever the final form of the
arrangement, it represents an
expansion of US military control
over the Arctic. In his address to
the forum, Trump framed his ef-
forts to control Greenland with-
in the context of the US conflict
with Russia and China.
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“Greenland is a vast, almost en-
tirely uninhabited and undevel-
oped territory sitting undefend-
ed in a key strategic location
between the United States, Rus-
sia and China,” he said. Doubling
down on this bizarre geography
(Greenland is 5,000 miles, or 8,000 kilome-
ters, from China), he added, “That’s
exactly where it is, right smack
in the middle.”

While walking back his threat to
use military force, Trump made
clear he would use economic co-
ercion to achieve his aims. “You
can say yes and we will be very
appreciative,” he declared, “or
you can say no and we will re-
member.”

The Trump administration’s
drive to seize control of Green-
land is part of a broader effort
to reorganize the Western Hemi-
sphere under direct US domina-
tion. The administration views
the consolidation of American
power over its “near abroad” as
essential for projecting power
against American imperialism’s
principal rival: China. Cana-

da and Greenland, with their
vast mineral resources, energy
deposits and access to Arctic
seaways, are critical to this ef-
fort, as is the Panama Canal.
This strategy of hemispheric
consolidation aims to secure a
continental resource base for
great-power conflict.
Greenland’s strategic value has
grown as climate change trans-
forms the Arctic. The Northwest
Passage, once impassable for
most of the year, is becoming
increasingly navigable, offer-
ing a shipping route that cuts
thousands of miles and weeks
of transit time from journeys
between Asia and the Atlantic.
Control of the Arctic waters and
the territories that border them
has emerged as a central preoc-
cupation of all the major imperi-
alist powers.

The Arctic has become a zone
of intensifying militarization.
The United States maintains
the Pituffik Space Base, former-
ly known as Thule Air Base, in
northern Greenland, its north-

ernmost military installation.
The base houses critical mis-
sile defense and early warning
systems that would provide
minutes of additional warning
time in the event of a nuclear
exchange with Russia or China.
Trump has spoken repeatedly of
his “Golden Dome” missile de-
fense system, for which Green-
land’s position would be invalu-
able. The high Arctic territory
sits astride the shortest flight
paths between the continental
United States and both Russia
and China, making it irreplace-
able for both offensive and de-
fensive military operations.
Beyond its strategic location, Green-
land contains enormous deposits
of rare earth minerals essential for
advanced technology and weapons
systems, as well as uranium and
substantial oil reserves beneath its
continental shelf.

The gathering of the world’s fi-
nancial oligarchy at Davos took
place against the backdrop of
the staggering growth of bil-
lionaire wealth documented

in the Oxfam report “Resisting
the Rule of the Rich,” released
to coincide with the forum. The
report found that billionaire
wealth grew at three times the
rate of the previous five years,
with the 12 richest individuals
on Earth now possessing more
wealth than the poorest half of
humanity combined.

The crisis over Greenland sent
investors fleeing toward safe-ha-
ven assets. Gold prices surged to
record highs as precious metals
registered their sharpest gains
in months. The flight to gold and
other stores of value reflects the
deep unease within financial
markets over the trajectory of
great-power relations and the
growing risk of a broader con-
flict. The surge in precious met-
als is a barometer of capitalist
instability, indicating that sec-
tions of the ruling class see in
the current crisis the harbinger
of something far worse.
Whatever the temporary resolu-
tion of the standoff over Green-
land, the underlying trajectory
is toward mounting conflict
between the US and Europe, in
which American imperialism will
be increasingly impelled to rely
on its one main advantage: mil-
itary force. The eruption of this
crisis at the premier gathering of
the global capitalist elite exposes
the crisis of the entire post-World
War Il international order.
Neither Trump’s “America First”
nationalism nor the European
bourgeoisie’s response offers
any way forward for the working
class. Both represent factions of
a ruling class that is incapable
of resolving its conflicts through
any means other than violence,
economic warfare and ultimate-
ly military confrontation.

The Trump
administration’s
pursuit of control
overGreenland
isnotanisolated
incident butrather
acomponentof
alargerstrategy
torestructurethe
WesternHemisphere
underdirect
USdominance,
aimingtosecurea
continental resource
base for potential
great-power
conflicts.

Concerns about US armed seizure of Greenland ease,
transatlantic rifts remain

A freewheeling speech by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump in the Swiss
Alpine town of Davos on Wednes-
day stunned the audience, put-
ting transatlantic rifts under the
spotlight, despite eased concerns
about a possible US armed seizure
of Greenland, a self-governing ter-
ritory of Denmark.

In his speech, Trump ruled out
taking Greenland by military
force, saying he did not intend to
use “excessive strength and force,”
while insisting the United States
was uniquely positioned to secure
the territory.

“I don’t have to use force. I don’t
want to use force, I won't use force.
All the United States is asking for is
a place called Greenland,” he said.
Trump called for “immediate nego-
tiations” on a US acquisition of the
territory, describing it as “a stra-
tegic national and international
security interest.”

“His comments marked a strategic
shift and a walkback for the White
House,” CNN said Wednesday in
an analysis. “Trump’s walkback
notably comes after we saw some-
thing pretty unusual on Tuesday:
foreign leaders standing up to him
and talking about banding togeth-
er to resist the United States.”
“His pledge, if he sticks to it, makes
much more unlikely the previously
unthinkable prospect of the United
States effectively invading a NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) ally,"
the analysis added.

Trump also announced on

Wednesday his decision not to
follow through on his threat to
impose new tariffs on eight Eu-
ropean countries over Greenland
following a meeting with NATO
Secretary-General Mark Rutte. In
a social media post, Trump said
a framework had emerged from
a “very productive meeting” with
Rutte. “Based upon this under-
standing, [ will not be imposing
the Tariffs that were scheduled
to go into effect on Feb 1,” Trump
wrote.

While the concern is eased “at least
for now;” the CNN analysis warned,
“the clash is hardly over”

Trump told Fox Business on Thurs-
day morning that the United States
will get everything it wants, in rela-
tion to Greenland, “at no cost,” add-
ing that a part of the Golden Dome

missile defense system will be on
the island.

The White House is negotiating a
deal to secure US “total access” to
Denmark’s Greenland with no time
limit, Trump said.

“I mean, we're talking about, it’s
really being negotiated now;, the
details of it, but essentially it’s to-
tal access. There’s no end, there’s
no time limit,” Trump said in the
interview.

‘NATO chief has no mandate
to negotiate’

Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen stated on Thursday
that Rutte does not have a man-
date to negotiate on behalf of Den-
mark or Greenland.

The statement followed comments
from US President Donald Trump,

AFP

who said Wednesday that his
meeting with Rutte produced “the
framework of a future deal” con-
cerning Greenland and the broader
Arctic region.

Frederiksen told Danish media
that while Denmark has coordi-
nated with a number of partners,
including Rutte, to address the
challenges facing Greenland, Rutte
is not authorized to negotiate on
behalf of Denmark or Greenland.
“The aim is to find a path that re-
spects international law as well as
the sovereignty of Denmark and
Greenland,” she added.

Ahead of an emergency Europe-
an Council summit in Brussels,
Frederiksen said the status of Den-
mark as a sovereign state cannot
be negotiated.

She said Denmark has asked the

NATO to strengthen its presence
in the Arctic region. “We need a
permanent presence from NATO in
the Arctic region, including around
Greenland.”

Frederiksen reaffirmed that the
kingdom’s sovereignty is the red
line. “We have said from the very
beginning that our status as a sov-
ereign state is not up for discus-
sion and cannot be changed,” she
added.

Meanwhile, Greenlandic Prime
Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen re-
iterated that sovereignty remains
a red line for his government,
even amid intense pressure from
the US.

“Our territorial integrity and bor-
ders are absolutely red lines that
must not be crossed,” Nielsen told
a press conference in Nuuk, capital

of Greenland. “Greenland chooses
the Greenland we know today;, as
part of the Kingdom of Denmark.”

When questioned whether Green-
land now considers itself safe, Niel-
sen said that, prior to Wednesday’s
statement by Trump, the possibil-
ity of a US military attempt could
not be dismissed.

Greenland issue unrelated
to Russia

Also on Thursday, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said current
developments in Greenland are
entirely unrelated to Russia.
Peskov said that issues concerning
Greenland have nothing to do with
Russia, and that Russia has a great
deal of its own affairs to attend to.
Russian President Vladimir Putin
said Wednesday that the United
States and Denmark would resolve
this dispute on their own.

EU unity urged

Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson said Europe should draw
lessons from its response to the
United States over Greenland and
strengthen unity.

Speaking at a press conference
in Stockholm alongside Foreign
Minister Maria Malmer Stener-
gard and Finance Minister Elis-
abeth Svantesson, Kristersson
commented on the Greenland is-
sue and Europe’s relations with
the United States.
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Aiming to roll back the years,

Geraei plots fresh startin 77kg

e By Amirhadi

= Arsalanpour

M Staff writer

When Mohammadre-
za Geraei defied all ex-
pectations by winning a
stunning gold medal on
his senior international
debut at the Tokyo Olym-
pics five years ago, Irani-
an wrestling appeared to
have found its next Gre-
co-Roman sensation, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of
lightweight legend Hamid
Sourian.

Nicknamed ‘The Iceman’
by United World Wrestling
for his cold-blooded com-
posure when executing
his trademark throws and
body locks, Geraei swiftly
backed up his 67kg To-
kyo triumph with another
gold at the World Cham-
pionships in Oslo just two
months later.

However, the following
three years failed to yield
the success his early
promise had foretold.
Geraei again made it to the
final at the 2022 World
Championships, but was
undone by home-favor-
ite Serbian Mate Nemes.
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Iranian Greco-Roman wrestler Mohammadreza Gerael is seen in action during a national team training session in Tehran, Iran, on January 24, 2026.

The following year, the
Iranian recovered from a
technical-superiority loss
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to Azerbaijan’s Hasrat Ja-
varov in the quarterfinals
to finish with a consola-

tion bronze at the world
showpiece.
His bronze secured Iran a

67kg quota for the 2024
Paris Olympics, but Geraei
missed out on a title de-

fense in the French capital
after falling short against
young prodigy Saeid Es-
maeili - who would go on
to win gold in Paris - in
the Iranian trials.

With Esmaeili emerg-
ing as the new dominant
force in the 67kg catego-
ry, Geraei moved up to the
72kg division for the 2024
World Championships -
featuring four non-Olym-
pic weight classes - but
hit a new low in Tirana, as
he suffered a devastating
11-3 loss to American un-
derdog Benji Peak in the
first round.

His most recent interna-
tional outing was equally
disappointing: a fifth-place
finish at the Zagreb Open
Ranking Series event in
February 2025.

Now, 11 months later,
the 30-year-old Geraei is
poised for a fresh start.
Having moved to the
Olympic 77kg class, he has
set his sights on glory at
the Los Angeles Games in
2028.

Geraei did not compete
in last month’s National
Championships, which
served as the opening

phase of Iran’s trials for
major 2026 tournaments.
However, he has earned
the trust of national team
head coach Hassan Ran-
graz, who called him up
for a recent training camp
in Tehran.

While Geraei has already
shown glimpses of a re-
newed version of himself
in training, his prospects
will be put to the test by
Rangraz and his staff at an
international tournament
in the coming months. A
strong performance there
is essential if he is to fancy
a realistic shot at a second
world title in Manama this
September.

The race for Iran’s 77kg
slot in Bahrain will be
fiercely contested, as Ger-
aei will face competition
from 2024 world U20
champion Alireza Abdeva-
li, who also impressed at
last year’s Senior Worlds;
Islamic Solidarity Games
silver medalist Amir Abdi;
national champion Ali Osk-
ou; reigning world junior
silver medalist Ahoura
Boveiri; and former world
cadet champion Amirmah-
di Saeidinava.

Judo jubilation as Parhizgar
wins captures gold in Casablanca

C Sports Desk )

Elyas Parhizgar claimed a
gold medal to power the
Iranian men'’s judo team to
a third-place finish at the
Casablanca African Open
2026 in Morocco.

Russia dominated the
men’s competition with a
remarkable 12 medals - in-
cluding five golds - while
host nation Morocco took
second place with one gold,
one silver, and one bronze.
Parhizgar, an Asian junior

silver medalist in 2024,
defeated Angola’s Antonio
Candeiro with a pin after 1
minute and 34 seconds to
take the title in the men’s
-81kg class.

The Iranian began his cam-
paign with a win over Ivo-
rian Konin Junior Emman-
uel Kossan in Group A, then
overcame Argentina’s Ivan
Ferreyra and Dutch judoka
Mika van Sinderen to reach
the quarterfinals.

A victory over Bosnia’s
Mustafa Hebib sent Par-

hizgar into the semifinals,
where he beat Canada’s
Olivier Gagnon by ippon to
advance to the final.
Amir-Abbas Choopan
added to Iran’s tally with
a fifth-place finish in the
men’s -90kg event, af-
ter falling to Russia’s El-
dar Allakhverdiev in the
bronze-medal contest.
Amirhossein Valizadeh
(-73kg), Mohammadhossein
Yaqouti, and Alireza Nik-
seresht (-100kg) also com-
peted for Iran but did not

medal in their respective
weight classes.

Iran’s Sobhan Hakimi,
meanwhile, secured an im-
pressive silver in the men’s
-81kg at the Cadet African
Cup in Casablanca.

After a first-round bye, the
young Iranian opened with
a victory over local hope-
ful Yahya Benouna, then
defeated Lithuania’s David
Khatchatourian to reach the
final, where he was undone
by Estonia’s Aleksei Kikas
to settle for silver.
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Iranian judoka Elyas Parhizgar (Rr), pictured at last November’s Islamic Solidarity Games, won the men’s -81kg
gold medal at the Casablanca African Open 2026.

Asian Men’s Handball Championships:
Iran to vie for 11th spot after China setback

( Sports Desk )

Iran will look to secure
11th place in the Asian
Men’s Handball Champi-
onship when it faces Jor-
dan at the Kuwait Hand-
ball Association Hall in

Da’iya today.

The match follows a 33-
23 loss to China on Sun-
day, which saw Iran finish
second in Group IV of the
Martyr Fahad Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah Cup - the classi-
fication bracket for 9th to

AHF

15th places.

Spanish head coach Rafa-
el Guijosa fielded a young,
new-look roster for the
China game, resting star
players Pouya Norou-
zinejad, Mohammadreza
Oraei, Yassin Kabirian,
Vahid Masoudi, and Saber
Heidari. Ali Heidarian led
the Iranian scoring with
eight goals, supported by
six from Mehran Rahana-
ma and four from Alireza
Mousavi.

For China, Fangwei Sun
led all scorers with eight
goals, while Hao Wang
added six.

Iran’s campaign in the
22nd edition began with a
narrow 24-22 loss to four-
time bronze medalist Sau-
di Arabia in Group D of the
preliminary round. The
team rebounded strongly
with a 39-13 rout of Aus-
tralia in its second outing.
A draw in its final pre-

liminary game against Ja-
pan would have secured
Iran a main-round spot.
However, after holding a
five-goal lead in the sec-
ond half, Guijosa’s side
collapsed in the final mo-
ments, conceding a win-
ner from Daisuke Tanaka
for a crushing 30-29 Jap-
anese victory.

Iran recovered to beat
India 39-16 in its Group
IV opener last Thursday
and routed Australia once
more, 37-17, on Friday.

In today’s semifinals, 2024
finalist Japan will meet
Bahrain, while defending
champion Qatar faces host
nation Kuwait for the oth-
er spot in Thursday’s final.
The continental cham-
pionship also serves as
a qualifier for the 2027
World Championship in
Germany, with the four
semifinalists securing
berths.

Mojarrad makes winning debut with
Alanya Belediye in Turkish league

( Sports Desk )

Iranian middle blocker
Aliasghar Mojarrad en-
joyed a winning start to
life in Turkish top-flight
volleyball, helping Alanya
Belediye sweep Istanbul
Basaksehir in straight
sets (25-22, 25-18, 25-17) in
the Efeler Ligi on Sunday.
The victory, secured just a
day after Mojarrad joined
the club, ended a six-game

losing streak in the league
and lifted Alanya Belediye
out of the relegation zone.
The team now sits 11th in
the 14-team table with
five wins and 18 points
from 11 matches.
Mojarrad contributed six
points in the win, while
his fellow Iranian and in-
ternational teammate, op-
posite spiker Bardia Saa-
dat, chipped in 15 points
to help snap the skid.

Mojarrad, who was part
of Iran’s squad at the To-
kyo Olympics, was once
widely touted as the nat-
ural successor to Seyed
Mohammad Mousavi fol-
lowing the veteran middle
blocker’s retirement from
national team duty.
However, the 28-year-
old’s trajectory in recent
years was derailed by a
series of recurring inju-
ries, which repeatedly
sidelined him for long
periods, making recovery
and rehabilitation the
dominant theme of his
career.

Last season, after trans-
ferring to San’atgaran
Omid in the Iranian Super
League, he was struck by
another severe injury that
kept him off the court for
nearly a year. His career
now appears to be turn-
ing a new page with his
recent move to Turkey.



+

Iran Daily = Tuesday, January 27, 2026 Iranica

Home

How Korsi shaped family life in
traditional Iranian homes

In today’s modern world, where
advanced technologies and
heating systems have become
embedded in everyday life,
some cultural and traditional
heritages have gradually faded
from view. One such heritage is
the Korsi — a household fixture
that not only provided warmth
during cold winter days but also
played a significant social, cul-
tural, and even therapeutic role
in Iranian family life.

Beyond its practical function, the
Korsi played an essential role in
transmitting Iranian culture and
customs from one generation to
the next. Beneath the Korsi, el-
ders would share stories, prov-
erbs, and life wisdom, passing
down knowledge and cultural
values to younger family mem-
bers. This process of intergen-
erational transmission not only
helped preserve cultural identity
but also strengthened feelings of
belonging and social cohesion,
according to ISNA.

However, in today’s fast-paced
world and with the rise of mod-
ern technologies, the Korsi has
gradually receded from daily
life and now remains largely
as a nostalgic memory. This is
despite the fact that the values
embedded in the use of the
Korsi can still help address the
challenges of modern living and
reinforce human connections.
A folklore researcher, offering
a multifaceted analysis of the
Korsi, highlighted its appeal and
significance as a functional civ-
ilizational masterpiece, saying
that the Korsi goes far beyond
a heating device and serves as
a symbol of emotional cohesion
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and cultural transmission be-
tween generations.
Mohammad Dehgqan, in an in-
terview with ISNA, described
the Korsi not merely as a source
of warmth for cold days, but as
a practical masterpiece of civi-
lization that functioned above
all as a sophisticated social,
cultural, and even therapeutic
institution.

He explained that this tradi-
tional heritage managed all
aspects of Iranian family life in
an integrated manner — from
physical health and energy con-
servation to emotional cohesion
and the transmission of cultur-
al heritage — under a system
that reached its fullest expres-
sion through the central role of
grandparents.

Comparing the Korsi with mod-
ern heating systems, Dehqan
pointed to a fundamental dif-

ference in how energy is trans-
ferred. “Central heating systems
merely warm the air,” he said.
“This warmth is superficial and
often leads to dry environments
and damage to the respiratory
tract. The Korsi, however, was an
intelligent architecture designed
to warm the body from within.”
He described the Korsi as a
model of sustainable house-
hold-level energy economics,
adding that there was no need
to heat the entire volume of
air in a house up to the ceiling.
“Only a small space was kept
warm with exceptionally low
energy consumption. This ap-
proach represents an outstand-
ing example of optimal resource
management — one we should
learn from today.”

The greatest achievement of the
Korsi lay in its social and cul-
tural function, something that
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would not have been possible
without the strong presence of
grandparents. “The Korsi was
where the unparalleled cohe-
sion of the Iranian family took
shape,” he said.

He added that the Korsi was a
physical meeting point for all
generations, yet this gathering
was far more than a simple fam-
ily get-together. Grandparents
occupied a central role beneath
the Korsi, and their physical
position reflected their moral
authority and respected status
within the family. Their constant
and tangible presence provided
psychological security, allowing
grandchildren — protected by
both the physical warmth of the
Korsi and the emotional support
of elders — to experience a deep
sense of safety.

The folklore researcher contin-
ued by describing the Korsi as a

living archive. Long hours spent
together created a rare oppor-
tunity to strengthen verbal
communication. In this setting,
grandparents transmitted sto-
ries, wisdom, and the family’s
oral history. These narratives
conveyed moral lessons, prov-
erbs, and literary texts indirect-
ly to younger generations, turn-
ing the Korsi into a space for
nurturing literary taste within
the household.

He emphasized that the Korsi
also functioned as a space for
learning vital social skills. Elders
often acted as mediators in fami-
ly disputes, with discussions and
misunderstandings raised in the
intimate atmosphere beneath
the Korsi and resolved through
experience and wisdom. This
process taught children the im-
portance of tolerance, respect,
and justice in conflict resolution,
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effectively making the Korsi a
school of ethics and social order
within the family.

Dehgan pointed to the social ex-
pression of the Korsi in winter
rituals, noting that it formed the
central setting for long winter
gatherings, especially on Yalda
Night. On this occasion, the eldest
family member — usually the
grandfather — was responsible
for conducting the rituals, from
distributing refreshments to per-
forming the Fal-e Hafez ceremony.
He explained that the recita-
tion of Hafez by the grandfather
was not merely a literary act,
but a ritual practice imbued
with deeper meaning through
his presence. This ceremony
ensured that traditions were
passed on to the next genera-
tion with the same depth and
authenticity experienced by
earlier generations.

Ancient cisterns in Hormozgan continue to support water storage

( Iranica Desk )

The historic water cisterns of
Hormozgan Province — known
locally as Berkeh — stand as a
striking example of the close link
between vernacular architecture,
traditional engineering knowl-
edge, and the social culture of the
region. During periods of rain-
fall, these structures once again
demonstrate their original func-
tion and enduring relevance.

Hormozgan Province has long
faced chronic shortages of fresh
water. Its hot and arid climate,
low and irregular rainfall, high
evaporation rates, and limited
surface and groundwater re-
sources have historically made
daily life challenging. Under such
conditions, the collection and
storage of rainwater emerged
as a vital and intelligent solution
among the inhabitants of south-
ern Iran, with Berkeh serving as
the most important infrastruc-
ture within this water manage-
ment system. These structures
not only met the everyday needs
of local communities but also

enabled sustained settlement,
the formation of villages, and the
flourishing of communication
and trade routes across Hor-
mozgan, according to chtn.ir

Rainfall in the province during
autumn showed that Berkeh,
despite the passage of time and
changes in modern water supply
methods, continues to function
efficiently. In many parts of the
province, runoff from the rains
was channeled through old wa-
terways and passages into the
cisterns, allowing significant vol-
umes of rainwater to be stored
in these reservoirs. This demon-
strates that the placement of
Berkeh was based on a precise
understanding of land topog-
raphy, water flow patterns, and
the behavior of seasonal rainfall
— evidence of the deep environ-
mental knowledge possessed by
past architects and builders.

From an architectural perspec-
tive, Hormozgan’s cisterns dis-
play remarkable diversity, each
designed in response to local
environmental conditions and
community needs. Circular plans

with domed roofs are the most
common type in the province,
a form that enhances structural
stability while reducing water
evaporation and maintaining a
suitable internal temperature.
Alongside these, elongated and
rectangular cisterns with barrel
vaults, as well as cross-shaped
examples, can also be found —
each reflecting the creativity and
adaptability of southern Iran’s
indigenous architecture. Tall
domes, multiple openings, sky-
lights, and overflow channels not
only serve technical purposes but
also contribute distinctive visual
elements to the cultural land-
scape of Hormozgan’s plains and
settlements.

The materials used in construct-
ing cisterns were entirely local
and well suited to the region’s
climate. River stone, coral stone,
and Sarooj mortar form the core
components of these structures.
Sarooj — a mixture of lime,
gravel, sand, and organic mate-
rials — was used as the primary
waterproofing layer due to its
high resistance to humidity, pre-

venting leakage and water loss.
Coral stone, in addition to being
lightweight and readily available,
helped improve water hygiene
thanks to its insect-repellent
properties. The careful selection
of materials reflects a sophisti-
cated use of natural resources
and accumulated indigenous
knowledge.

Estimates suggest that nearly
2,000 cisterns exist across Hor-
mozgan Province, underscoring
the scale and importance of this
traditional water storage method
in southern Iran. Cities such as
Bandar Lengeh, Bastak, Qeshm,
Bandar Khamir, Parsian, Bandar
Abbas, and Kish host the highest
concentration of these structures.
Many were built alongside histor-
ic roads, caravanserais, and settle-
ments, supporting the commercial
and maritime routes of the Per-
sian Gulf. From this perspective,
cisterns were not merely water
facilities but an integral part of
Hormozgan'’s historical economic
and infrastructural network.

The social and cultural dimen-
sions of cisterns are equally sig-

nificant. Their construction and
maintenance have long been in-
tertwined with religious beliefs
and traditions of endowment
(wagf) in southern Iran. Providing
drinking water was regarded as
a lasting charitable act, and many
cisterns were built by benefac-
tors and dedicated to public use.
Maintenance activities such as
cleaning, dredging, and periodic
repairs were traditionally carried
out with community participation,
strengthening a sense of collective
responsibility and social attach-
ment to these structures.

Beyond their immediate role in
water storage, the rainfall in au-
tumn 2025 offers an opportunity
to reconsider the place of Berkeh
within the province’s broader
water resource management
system. As climate change leads
to more irregular rainfall pat-
terns and increasing pressure on
groundwater reserves, tradition-
al infrastructure can serve as a
complementary and sustainable
solution. Due to their low con-
struction and maintenance costs,
environmental compatibility, and
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reliance on natural resources,
they can play a meaningful role
alongside modern systems in ad-
dressing water stress.

From a cultural heritage perspec-
tive, these structures represent a
valuable part of the province’s
historical identity and landscape.
Their protection, proper resto-
ration, and functional revival not
only help preserve Iran’s archi-
tectural water heritage but also
contribute to cultural tourism
and introduce younger genera-
tions to the indigenous knowl-
edge of their ancestors.

Overall, the historic cisterns of
Hormozgan symbolize the wise
coexistence between humans
and nature in one of the country’s
harshest climates. Recent rainfall
demonstrates that this legacy of
the past is not merely a historical
relic but a valuable resource for
addressing present and future
challenges in water management
in southern Iran — one that, with
proper planning, can enhance
community resilience and en-
sure the sustainability of water
resources.
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Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian underscored a com-
mitment to overhauling Iran’s
educational system and fos-

tering a more holistic learning
environment during a nation-
al appreciation ceremony for

president.ir

school-building philanthropists
held Monday, January 26.
Addressing the gathering,
Pezeshkian lauded the signif-
icant contributions of private
donors to expanding education-
al access and equity under the
current administration’s fourth
development plan.

The president’s remarks sig-
naled a broader governmental
strategy to move beyond mere-
ly constructing school build-
ings, aiming instead to cultivate
critical thinking, teamwork, and
civic engagement among stu-
dents.

He asserted that a fundamental
shift in pedagogical approaches
and teaching methodologies is
essential to equip future gener-

ations with the skills necessary
to navigate complex societal
challenges and contribute to
national progress.
Pezeshkian's vision extends to
reforming administrative prac-
tices, suggesting that deficien-
cies in the public sector stem
from inadequate training in col-
laboration and ethical conduct
within the education system.
Pezeshkian highlighted instanc-
es of extraordinary generosity,
including individuals diverting
funds earmarked for personal
expenses, such as vehicle allo-
cations or even blood money
payments for deceased rela-
tives, towards school construc-
tion projects.

He characterized these acts as
evidence of the nation’s collec-
tive potential to overcome ob-
stacles when citizens actively
participate in addressing soci-
etal needs.

“The citizens of tomorrow are
the children of today, and their
future is inextricably linked to

the education they receive to-
day,” Pezeshkian stated.

He further emphasized that
he found it “unacceptable” for
Iranian citizens to face defi-
ciencies in essential services
like education and healthcare,
pledging his full commitment to
improving the nation’s welfare.
The president called for a con-
certed effort to address short-
comings within the education
system, acknowledging that
responsibility rests collectively
with all stakeholders.

He urged educators and admin-
istrators to continuously strive
for improvement, asserting
that collaborative action can
overcome any impediment to
national development.
Pezeshkian concluded by em-
phasizing the transformative
power of education, stating
that a reformed education sys-
tem holds the key to resolving
Iran’s social tensions and em-
powering future generations to
tackle the nation’s challenges.

From 12-day war to national epics

Philippine’s cultural heritage on display in Tehran

-
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The 44th Fadjr International The-
ater Festival has taken another step
towards strengthening a national
and identity-focused perspective
in performing arts with the addi-
tion of a new section. The ‘My Iran’
section, developed in collaboration
with the festival’s policy council,
provides a new platform for artis-
tic portrayals of concepts such as
patriotism, Iranian Islamic power,
and reflections on events related
to the 12-day war and the axis of
resistance.
It appears this section not only
responds to the contemporary so-
cietal need for a re-examination of
national identity but also demon-
strates the festival’s attention to
the deep connection between art,
contemporary history, and the na-
tion’s strategic concerns.
Farhad Besharati,
judge of the ‘My
LN Iran’ section of the
44th Fadjr Inter-
y { national Theater
Farhad Besharati

Festival, told Iran

Daily in an inter-
view, referring to
the addition of this section in the
44¢th iteration of the festival, that ‘My
Iran’ has been added this year and
features works created by theater
groups across the country, or com-
missioned by various institutions,
focusing on themes of resistance,
Iranian power, the 12-day war, and
its aftermath.
According to him, the subject matter
and themes of the works in this sec-
tion relate to patriotism and Iranian
Islamic power. Some of these works
have been previously showcased at
other festivals, while others are par-
ticipating in the Fadjr Theater Festi-

val for the first time and have been
selected for performance.

He added that judging the ‘My Iran’
section is separate from the usual
judging process of the Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival, and ‘My Iran’
is, in fact, one of the five sections
whose works will be evaluated by
the judges this year.

The judge, commenting on the num-
ber of works selected for this section,
revealed that a total of 21 theatrical
productions have qualified for the
‘My Iran’ section, slated for perfor-
mance in both stage and street the-
ater formats. “To date, we, as the
judging panel for this section, have
meticulously evaluated and assessed
a number of submissions. The plays
explore themes centered around the
12-day war and the ongoing dis-
course surrounding the axis of resis-
tance in Lebanon and Palestine.”

He added, “Several of the works
were remarkably compelling, exhib-
iting strong playwriting alongside
commendable directing, acting, and
design. Skilled and seasoned pro-
fessionals have contributed to the
production of these pieces, bringing
a distinctly professional approach to
these theatrical endeavors. It’s fair to
say that, overall, these are commend-
able and well-supported works.”

theater.ir

Besharati emphasized that “we as-
sess these works solely in compar-
ison to others created on similar
themes. Fundamentally, the dis-
cussions of patriotism and Iranian
power, the core objectives of the ‘My
Iran’ section, are effectively conveyed
within these productions.”

He further elaborated, “There are
also works that delve into national
and patriotic narratives, with some
groups drawing inspiration from the
‘Shahnameh’ to craft their pieces. It
appears that the ‘My Iran’ section,
with its exploration of love and affec-
tion for Iran and a diverse range of
other subjects, possesses the poten-
tial to flourish in the years to come,
given the demonstrated public inter-
est in national and patriotic themes.
As we’ve witnessed previously,
works related to the ‘Shahnameh’
and Iran’s epic tales have consistent-
ly garnered a positive reception.”
The jury member concluded, “groups
undertaking the creation of such
works should avoid overly direct
references to these themes, lest the
pieces become excessively propa-
gandistic. Instead, they should strive
to address the themes indirectly and
with greater depth, approaching and
narrating them with enhanced artist-
ry and creativity.”
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A photographic exhibition highlighting the
Philippines’ natural beauty and cultural her-
itage, titled ‘The Hidden Pearl, opened on
January 26 at the Maryam-e Moqaddas (per-
sian for Holy Virgin Mary) metro station in Tehran.
The event, attended by Philippine Ambassa-
dor Roberto G. Manalo and Tehran munici-
pal officials, marks the 62nd anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Iran and the
Philippines, Hamshahri Online reported.
The exhibition aims to provide Iranian
commuters with a visual introduction to
the Philippines’ rich culture and architec-
ture, serving as a cultural bridge between
the two nations. “We are proud to carry the
distinction of transporting over two million
passengers daily,” stated Masoud Lotfi, CEO
of Tehran Urban & Suburban Railway Oper-
ation Corporation.

“We must leverage these opportunities to

hamshahrionline.ir

elevate the travel experience and improve
the well-being of our citizens. These art
galleries offer a valuable platform to foster
familiarity with diverse cultures and expand
the intellectual horizons of our society.”
Ambassador Manalo underscored the po-
tential for further collaboration, noting that
the Philippines, with its archipelago of over
7,000 islands, currently has only one city
with a metro system.

He expressed the Philippines’ eagerness to
partner with Iranian metro construction
companies to expand urban transportation
infrastructure. “We are prepared to collab-
orate with Iranian metro construction com-
panies to develop metro lines in the Philip-
pines,” Manalo stated. He also highlighted
the extensive cooperation between the
Philippines and Iran over the past 62 years,
emphasizing the exhibition as a key element
in sharing Filipino culture with the Iranian
public. The Philippines, a nation with a sig-
nificant Muslim population in its southern
regions, hopes the exhibition will dispel
misconceptions and showcase the country’s
diverse landscapes and attractions.

Iran to resubmit Masuleh cultural landscape
for UNESCO World Heritage listing

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran intends to soon submit an updated
nomination dossier for Masuleh and its cul-
tural landscape to UNESCO, a senior cultural
heritage official said on January 26.

The dossier, which has been completed and
signed, will be resubmitted following fur-
ther studies requested during a previous
review by the World Heritage Committee.
Ali Darabi, Deputy Minister for Cultural Her-
itage emphasized that the dossier is ready
to be sent to UNESCO headquarters in Paris.
It is hoped that this action will be an effec-
tive step towards registering this historic
and beautiful village on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. The move represents a sig-

nificant step in preserving the integrity of
Masuleh, a picturesque village nestled with-
in the verdant Hyrcanian forests. Experts
believe the successful inscription would
underscore Iran’s rich industrial heritage,
specifically demonstrating iron extraction
practices dating back to the Islamic era. The
village’s strategic location, diverse ethnic
demographics, and distinctive architectural
style further bolster its claim to global rec-
ognition, potentially boosting tourism and
safeguarding its cultural identity.

Darabi noted that the dossier had previ-
ously been presented at the 45th UNES-
CO World Heritage Committee meeting in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in September 2023,
where further research was requested.



