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Iran’s Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts, 
Reza Salehi-Amiri, outlined a peo-
ple-centered approach to heritage 
management during a two-day 
visit to Semnan Province on Febru-
ary 11–12, saying restored historic 
sites should function primarily for 
public benefit rather than commer-
cial gain.
Addressing reporters after touring 
key historical sites in Semnan city 
on Wednesday, Salehi-Amiri said 
the ministry’s “definitive policy” 
is to transfer the functional use of 
restored monuments to the people 
while ensuring that any revenue 
generated is reinvested into main-
tenance and administration rather 
than commercial profit, IRNA re-
ported.
He described Semnan as a civiliza-

tional crossroads linking eastern 
Iran to the central plateau, citing 
its strategic position from Greater 
Khorasan to Rey and present-day 
Tehran. Strengthening tourism in-
frastructure and completing pend-
ing cultural projects, he said, could 
elevate the province into a signifi-
cant national tourism hub.
As part of the policy shift, the Sa-
favid-era Shah Abbasi Caravanserai 
of Semnan is to be converted into 
a regional museum with heritage 
and ethnographic functions. The 
project, coordinated with provin-
cial authorities, is designed to an-
chor cultural activity in the historic 
core and enhance visitor retention.
Salehi-Amiri also confirmed that 
the Jameh Mosque of Semnan, not-
ed for its architectural layers span-
ning the Seljuk to Qajar periods 
and its millennium-old minaret, is 
among the properties on Iran’s UN-

ESCO tentative list.
He said the mosque remains on the 
pathway towards eventual world 
heritage nomination, subject to in-
ternational review procedures.
During meetings with local offi-
cials, lawmakers and cultural prac-
titioners, the minister endorsed 
the establishment of a permanent 
handicrafts exhibition venue in 
Semnan to provide direct market 
access for artisans and integrate 
provincial production into national 
distribution networks. He framed 
handicrafts as a pillar of Iran’s 
identity-based cultural economy.
Addressing the growing threat of 
land subsidence to historic struc-
tures, Salehi-Amiri said the issue is 
being handled through a national, 
science-based mechanism. Com-
prehensive assessments have been 
submitted to the government, and 
heritage sites have been prioritized 

according to vulnerability. Special-
ist conservation teams have begun 
preventive interventions in affected 
provinces, he added, stressing that 
sustainable water management re-
form remains central to long-term 
mitigation.
The visit included inspections 
of Semnan’s historic bazaar and 
urban fabric, as well as heritage 
sites in Damghan and Shahroud. In 
Shahroud, the minister said the city 
should secure a dedicated museum 
facility, with the ministry prepared 

to equip the building once provided 
by municipal authorities.
Salehi-Amiri announced that a co-
ordinated national program for 

Nowruz and Eid al-Fitr celebra-
tions will be submitted to the cab-
inet, with around 1,000 cultural 
events planned nationwide.

Minister outlines people-centered 
heritage policy in Semnan

Iran salutes Shahin Farhat’s enduring fusion 
of Western symphony, Persian music

 
Iran’s Deputy Minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance, Mehdi Shafiei, 
on Friday praised veteran composer 
Shahin Farhat for what he described 
as an unparalleled role in blending 
Western classical structures with 
Iran’s cultural and civilizational her-
itage, during a visit to the musician’s 
home in Tehran.
Shafiei, accompanied by Mohammad 
Allahyari Foumani, the CEO of the 
Rudaki Foundation, and Babak Re-
zaei, director-general of the Music 
Office at the ministry, met Farhat 
one day before the closing ceremony 
of the 41st Fajr International Music 
Festival, IRNA reported.
Shafiei described Farhat, widely 
known as the “father of Iran’s sym-
phony”, as a composer whose oeuvre 
stands as a durable reference point 
for scholars, musicians and students 
alike.
He cited the symphonic poems ‘Per-
sian Gulf ’ and ‘Damavand’ as em-
blematic works in which Western 
compositional frameworks are inter-
woven with Iranian melodic modes, 
historical memory and landscapes.
“The distinctive hallmark of Profes-
sor Farhat’s work lies in his ability 
to anchor Western classical music in 
the atmosphere and identity of Irani-
an music,” Shafiei said.
He added that the composer had 
produced works with universal form 
while preserving a distinctly Iranian 
sensibility shaped by nature, history 
and culture.
Shafiei noted that the 1,500th anni-
versary of the birth of the Prophet of 
Islam this year provided an opportu-
nity to publish and promote Farhat’s 
dedicated symphony for the Prophet, 
describing it as one of the compos-
er’s significant religious works.
Allahyari highlighted Farhat’s ten-
ure as secretary of two editions of 
the Fajr festival, crediting his struc-
tured planning and professional out-
look with broadening participation 
across musical genres and raising 
artistic standards. He said those 
editions ranked among the most en-
during in the festival’s four-decade 

history.
He also pointed to Farhat’s sustained 
engagement with regional and ethnic 
Iranian music, calling it evidence of 
the composer’s commitment to safe-
guarding diverse musical traditions 
within a symphonic framework.
Allahyari added that the Rudaki 
Foundation could program selected 
symphonies by Farhat for perfor-
mance by its orchestras in order to 
familiarize wider audiences with his 
artistic legacy.
Farhat, who has spent years living 
and studying in the West, said his 
attachment to Iran had never dimin-
ished. “I have always loved Iran,” he 
said, noting that many of his works 
bear explicitly Iranian titles, includ-
ing symphonies inspired by the Per-
sian Gulf, Mount Damavand and the 
poet Omar Khayyam. He said he had 
drawn on Iranian modal systems in 
these compositions.
Referring to Mount Damavand as 
an enduring source of inspiration, 
Farhat said he had long aspired, 
since childhood, to compose a piece 
reflecting the grandeur of what he 
described as an ancient national 
symbol.
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Iran’s Minister of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts, Reza Salehi-Amiri 
and accompanying officials visit the historic 
Jameh Mosque of Semnan, north-central 
Iran, during an official trip to the province, 
February 11, 2026.

 IRNA

The combo shows Iran’s Deputy Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance Mehdi Shafiei 
meeting veteran composer Shahin Farhat at 
his home in Tehran, Iran, ahead of the closing 
ceremony of the 41st Fajr International Music 
Festival, in this handout image released in 
February 2026. Shafiei was accompanied by 
Mohammad Allahyari Foumani of the Rudaki 
Foundation and Babak Rezaei, director-general of 
the Music Office at the ministry.

 IRNA


