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16th cold plasma clinic 
opened as AEOI eyes 
medical tech expansion
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Deputy FM says deal within reach 
if US ‘sincere’ about talks
Zero enrichment not on agenda anymore: Takht-Ravanchi 2
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Strategic 
containment still 
tops economic gains 
in Washington’s 
calculus

On the eve of a new 
round of talks be-
tween Iran and 
the United States, 
Hamid Qanbari, 

deputy foreign min-
ister for diplomacy, 

has said that shared interests in oil 
and gas, joint fields, mining invest-
ments and even aircraft purchases 
have been built into the negotiating 
framework. He added that in the pre-
vious 2015 agreement, namely Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
the US did not reap economic bene-
fits, and stressed that for any future 
deal to endure, it was necessary for 
Washington to also benefit from sec-
tors with high and fast returns.
At the same time, Majid Takht-Rav-
anchi, Iran’s deputy foreign minister 
for political affairs, told the BBC that 
the issue of zero enrichment was no 
longer under discussion and, as far 
as Iran was concerned, it was not on 
the negotiating table. Such remarks 
may point to a degree of flexibility by 
the parties to move past the current 
stalemate. Yet whether they will ulti-
mately lead to a lasting agreement 
remains uncertain. Abdollah Razavi, 
an international affairs analyst, told 
Iran Daily that creating economic 
incentives for the United States does 
not guarantee Washington’s long-
term commitment, as geopolitical 
considerations still take precedence 
over economic logic.
 
IRAN DAILY: Could the creation of tan-
gible economic benefits for the US in-
crease its motivation to show greater 
flexibility and remain committed to a 
potential agreement?
RAZAVI: Creating economic incentives 
for the United States appears, on the 
surface, to be an attempt at “locking in 
interests.” However, the core problem 
in the US power structure is not a lack 
of interests, but the 
dominance of geopo-
litical and ideological considerations 
over economic logic.

I N T E R V I E W
E X C L U S I V E

Page 2

Pezeshkian prioritizes social health,
commissions universities to draft national reform plan 8
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (2nd R) gives a certificate of honor to a winner of the Farabi International Award during a ceremony in Tehran on February 15, 2026.
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