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Iran’s Communications and 
Information Technology Min-
ister Sattar Hashemi said 
technological cooperation 
between Iran and India could 
lead to the formation of a 
regional digital power hub, 
during an official visit to India 
and a meeting on Wednesday 
with India’s Minister of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology Jitin Prasad.
“Today, India is one of the 
main global software hubs 
that has been able to create 
and export significant capac-
ities in information technolo-
gy, artificial intelligence, and 
cybersecurity to the world,” 
IRNA quoted Hashemi as say-
ing.
“Iran, with its strong human 
force and scientific infrastruc-
ture, has also taken important 
steps in developing new tech-
nologies, and technological 
cooperation between Iran 
and India, given the historical 
background and current ca-
pacities of the two countries, 
can lead to the formation of 
a digital power hub in the re-
gion,” he added.
Hashemi identified expanding 
private-sector engagement 
between the two countries 
as a top priority, adding that 
Iran is keen to “start opera-
tional cooperation in areas 
such as developing native 
Large Language Models (LLMs), 
creating joint AI platforms in 
the agriculture sector, and es-
tablishing innovation centers 
to apply artificial intelligence 
across various fields.”
The minister also stressed 
the importance of securing 
critical data infrastructure 

in the coming years and an-
nounced Iran’s readiness to 
exchange experience on cyber 
threats, countering emerging 
malware, and strengthening 
financial infrastructure se-
curity. He described India’s 
capacity to train specialized 
human resources as an im-
portant opportunity.
Hashemi also proposed cre-
ating a joint fund to support 
Iranian and Indian start-
ups, holding joint technolo-
gy events, talent-exchange 
programs, allocating special 
zones in the technology parks 
of both countries, and facili-
tating issuance of “tech visas” 
for IT specialists as practical 
paths to expand cooperation.
Prasad said at the meeting, 
“India is ready to share its ex-
periences in the fields of arti-
ficial intelligence, cybersecu-
rity, and training specialized 
human resources with Iran 
and to begin operational co-
operation on joint technology 
projects.”
“Creating joint innovation 
centers and specialist ex-

change programs can acceler-
ate technology development 
in both countries and help 
strengthen digital infrastruc-
ture and improve data securi-
ty,” he added.
According to the report, Hash-
emi traveled to New Delhi as 
part of a technology diploma-
cy program and to attend the 
global “AI Impact 2026” sum-
mit, aiming to present Iran’s 
capabilities in artificial intel-
ligence and pursue bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation 
in this field.
The India AI Impact Summit 
2026, attended by more than 
110 countries, 30 internation-
al organizations, and 45 min-
isterial-level delegations, is 
being held from Feb. 16 to 20, 
at the Bharat Mandapam con-
vention center in New Delhi.
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Tehran, Moscow sign cooperation document, MoUs 
at 19th joint economic commission
Paknejad: Past agreements with Moscow now moving into implementation

 A cooperation document and four mem-
orandums of understanding were signed 
between Iran and Russia on Wednesday 
during the 19th session of their Joint 
Commission on Economic Cooperation, 
co-chaired by Iran’s Oil Minister Mohsen 
Paknejad and Russia’s Energy Minister 
Sergei Tsivilov.
On the final day, a memorandum of un-
derstanding on an executive cooperation 
program for 2026–2028 between Iran’s 
National Standards Organization and 
Russia’s Federal Agency for Technical 
Regulation and Metrology was signed 
by Farzaneh Ansari, Iran’s vice president 
and head of the standards body, and An-
ton Pavlovich Shalaev, head of the Rus-
sian agency, IRNA reported.
Another MoU between Russia’s Federal 
Accreditation Service and Iran’s National 
Accreditation Center was signed by Meh-
di Alipour, head of the Iranian center, and 
Dmitry Valeryevich Volvach, head of the 
Russian service.
Parvaneh Rezaei, Iran’s deputy labor 
minister, and Mikhail Yuryevich Ivan-
kov, head of Russia’s Federal Service for 
Labor and Employment, also signed an 
MoU on cooperation in employment de-
velopment and labor inspection.
A final memorandum between Art Kh-
imia Joint Stock Company and the Pe-
troleum Industry Research Institute was 
signed by Azim Kalantari Asl, head of 
the institute, and Andrey Vladimirovich 
Shpak, chief executive of the company.

Iran’s oil minister noted in a live in-
terview with IRIB that the 19th Joint 
Commission on Economic and Trade 
Cooperation between the two countries 
concluded after three days of intensive 
negotiations, and “with obstacles re-
moved, many past understandings have 
entered the implementation phase.”
At a joint press conference with his Rus-
sian counterpart, he added, “What was 
ultimately agreed upon at the meeting 
was a collective resolve to move from di-
alogue to concrete implementation.”
During the three days of this commis-
sion’s session, specialized working 
groups held detailed and intensive ne-
gotiations in various fields, according to 
Paknejad.
“Obstacles to a significant portion of past 
understandings were removed through 
expert negotiations and have now en-
tered the implementation phase. The 
secretariat of the joint commission in 
both countries will be responsible for 
following up on implementation of the 
agreed provisions,” he said.
With the activation of implementation 
mechanisms and the removal of existing 
obstacles, it is expected that economic 
and energy cooperation between Iran 
and Russia will develop at a faster pace, 
and the two countries will be able to ben-
efit from existing capacities to expand co-
operation, he added.

Main areas of negotiations
According to Paknejad, important dis-
cussions were held in the energy sec-

tor, particularly in the development 
of oil and gas fields and gas trade, the 
main focus of which was gas imports 
from Russia which is seriously on the 
agenda.
“In the transportation sector, the 
Rasht-Astara railway project was re-
viewed as one of the important joint 
plans, and existing obstacles were 
largely removed.” The Russian side also 
committed to starting operational work 
on the project in early April 2026, he 
added.

Progress on Bushehr nuclear 
plant phases
“On the peaceful use of nuclear energy, 
particularly the development of phases 
two and three of the Bushehr Nuclear 
Power Plant, it was agreed that imple-
mentation of the projects should be 
pursued at a faster pace,” Paknejad said.
“We also reached agreements on the 
field of grain supply, livestock feed, and 
agricultural products, which can play 
an important role in meeting the coun-
try’s needs,” he added.
Also at the joint press conference with 
Russian minister, Paknejad said, “There 
is good cooperation in the oil and gas 
sector between the two countries, and 
we are examining the assignment of 
one of the country’s important fields to 
Russian companies.”
He reiterated that discussions on Rus-
sian gas exports to Iran have been con-
cluded, with only one or two clauses 
remaining that he hoped would be fi-

nalized and signed soon.
Addressing Iran’s need for gas imports, 
Paknejad said production capacity has 
increased under the current adminis-
tration, and that a production record 
was set on Tuesday at South Pars, but 
the imbalance remains significant 
enough that Iran still needs to import 
gas from Russia.
“As the trend of increasing the coun-
try’s gas production capacity continues 
under President Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
government, a record of 730 million cu-
bic meters of daily gas extraction from 
the joint South Pars field was registered 
yesterday (Tuesday),” he said.
This amount is the highest figure re-
corded in the history of operation of 
this joint field, he added.

Thirteen-fold project success in 
11 months
Tsivilov said at the press conference, “In 
the past 11 months, projects have been 
13 times more successful than the pre-
vious year.” “We are seriously cooper-
ating with the Iranian government and 
have many projects in various locations; 
including blocks 2 and 3 of the Bushehr 
nuclear power plant that are currently 
under construction,” Tsivilov said.
“Besides blocks 2 and 3 of the Bushehr 
nuclear power plant, we are examining 
new plant units. A working group has 
been formed in this regard that is to 
provide us with a summary of its discus-
sions within three months, and this will 
be very impactful in the development of 
peaceful nuclear energy,” he concluded.

Minister inaugurates projects, unveils new 
development plans in Khuzestan

Iran’s Energy Minister Abbas 
Aliabadi marked the oper-
ational phase of a series of 
major water and electricity 
projects during a two-day vis-
it to southwestern Khuzestan 
Province and announced the 
launch of several other strate-
gic infrastructure projects.
The projects ranged from 
drinking water supply, trans-
mission network development, 
water resource management, 
facility optimization, and elec-
tricity infrastructure strength-
ening and were either com-
missioned or had construction 
started with the minister’s 
participation.
The Ghadir water supply and 
transmission capacity expan-
sion project was inaugurated 
on Wednesday. According to 
Khuzestan Governor Moham-
madreza Mavalizadeh, the 
project took about 10 months 
to complete and the increased 
capacity will help ease drink-
ing water and agricultural 
shortages in several areas, 
ISNA reported.
Also, at a ceremony marking 

the expansion, Aliabadi said, 
“We are on the verge of up-
stream development of the 
Bakhtiari Dam. With the plan 
now approved, a $1.2 billion 
investment is set to flow into 
the region, creating a substan-
tial boost in the region.”
He added that the country has 
“12,000 MW of hydropower 
capacity, which, when com-
bined with its solar resources, 
will significantly improve the 
energy situation,” IRNA re-
ported.
Also on Wednesday, seven 
electricity distribution proj-
ects by the Khuzestan Power 
Distribution Company were 
collectively commissioned in 
Shush County, aimed at de-
veloping energy supply infra-
structure and improving ser-
vices in urban and rural areas 
of the province.
On Tuesday, the first day of the 
minister’s provincial visit, 39 
projects by the Khuzestan Re-
gional Power Company were 
inaugurated. In addition, the 
Bahmanshir River dam and 
navigation lock were commis-
sioned.
According to ISNA, the Bah-

manshir River dam and nav-
igation lock project, besides 
preventing salt and fresh wa-
ter interference, also functions 
as a movable bridge with rota-
tional joints to facilitate land 
and river transportation.
The main objective of the proj-
ect is to prevent Persian Gulf 
saltwater intrusion into the 
Karun and Bahmanshir rivers 
and to stabilize the region’s hy-
draulic conditions. Besides its 
protective role, the structure is 
expected to increase agricul-
tural resilience and strengthen 
the local ecosystem.
Speaking at Tuesday’s inaugu-
ration ceremony for the Bah-
manshir River dam and navi-
gation lock in Khorramshahr, 
Mavalizadeh said, “This infra-
structure project is a precur-
sor to completing two other 
dams in Mard and Choybdeh, 
and with the commissioning 
of these projects, fresh and 
high-quality water will be 
available to the people of the 
region.”
He also announced the launch 
of three other important proj-
ects.
“Dredging of the Arvand is one 
of the vital projects for the 
province,” he said.
“Also, the construction of the 
Shalamcheh-Basra railway is 
a complementary factor for 
transforming this region into 
a hub of growth and an eco-
nomic driver of the province,” 
the governor said.
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The Ghadir water supply and 
transmission capacity expansion project 
is inaugurated in Kuzestan Province on 
February 18, 2026.
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Iran’s Communications and Information 
Technology Minister Sattar Hashemi (L) 
meets India’s Minister of Electronics and 
Information Technology Jitin Prasad in 
New Delhi on February 18, 2026.
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Iran’s Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad (R) and Russia’s Energy Minister Sergei Tsivilov attend a joint press 
conference on the sidelines of the 19th Joint Commission on Economic and Trade Cooperation in Tehran 
on February 18, 2026.
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