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A journey through time, love in Qasr-e Shirin

‘ Khosrow Palace
IRNA

( Sports Desk )

In the westernmost part
of Iran, where palm trees
whisper in the wind and
stones still remember
tales of love, stands Qa-
sr-e Shirin — a city where
history, nature, and legend
intertwine. From the si-
lent grandeur of Khosrow
Palace to the gentle mur-
mur of water in Sassan-
id-era channels and the
mysterious stillness of the
Chaharghapi Fire Temple,
Qasr-e Shirin invites ev-
ery traveler on a journey
through love, power, and
beauty.

Milad Ataei, a journalist
from Kermanshah Province,
wrote in a recent column in
chtn.ir that visiting Qasr-e
Shirin is not merely a pas-

sage through geography; it
is an entry into a story that
began thousands of years
ago and continues to this
day. Situated at the border
of Iran and Mesopotamia,
the city has long served as
a vital gateway for civiliza-
tions — a place where car-
avans paused, kings took
residence, and love immor-
talized its name.

Khosrow Palace
Among all the historical
treasures of Qasr-e Shirin,
none illustrates the majes-
ty of Sassanid architecture
better than Khosrow Pal-
ace. Built during the reign of
Khosrow II, the palace was
not only a royal residence
but also a symbol of one of
the most famous love sto-
ries in Iranian history.

According to tradition,
the palace was a gift from
Khosrow to his beloved
Shirin, whose beauty and
influence have been im-
mortalized in Persian
literature. It is this story
that gives Qasr-e Shirin its
name — a palace for Shirin.
Today, only the sturdy walls
remain of the palace’s for-
mer glory, yet even these
ruins speak volumes about
Sassanid architecture.
Standing beside them, one
can easily imagine vast
halls, towering porticos,
and lush gardens where the
king and his beloved once
walked. The silence here is
not ordinary; it is a silence
steeped in memory.

Sassanid water system
Another marvel of Qasr-e
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Shirin is the Sassanid wa-
ter system — a network of
channels and engineering
structures that showcase
the Sassanids’ advanced
understanding of water
management.

These channels brought
water from distant sourc-
es to the city and palaces,
not only fulfilling daily
needs but also irrigat-
ing royal gardens. In the
heat of this land, water
was life, and the sound of
flowing water harmonized
with birdsong and the
gentle breeze. The system
was more than a practical
utility; it was a testament
to the Sassanids’ deep un-
derstanding of nature and
their ability to harmonize
human life with the envi-
ronment.

Chaharghapi Fire
Temple

Elsewhere in the region
lie the remnants of the
Chaharghapi Fire Temple,
once a place where flames
burned and worshippers
gathered.

The temple’s four-arched
architecture is a beautiful
example of Sassanid reli-
gious design. Beyond serv-
ing as a place of worship,
it symbolizes the beliefs,
faith, and worldview of a
people who regarded fire
as a sign of purity. Standing
beside the temple, visitors
feel a profound silence, as
if the presence of ancient
worshippers still lingers.

Palm groves
But Qasr-e Shirin is not a
city of stone and history

alone; it is a city of life. The
region’s palm groves offer a
strikingly different image of
western Iran. Rows of tall,
verdant palms create a land-
scape more reminiscent of
southern Iran than the west.
During the harvest season,
golden clusters of dates
hang like jewels among the
leaves, bringing the groves
to life. Walking among the
palms is a soothing experi-
ence, where the wind danc-
es through the fronds and
shadows pattern the ground.
The groves are not merely a
natural attraction — they
are part of Qasr-e Shirin’s
identity, demonstrating how
humans and nature together
have created a unique and
vibrant landscape.

Qasr-e Shirin cannot be
seen with the eyes alone; it

Chakavir Canyon; Qeshm Island’s natural wonder

( Sports Desk )

Chakavir Canyon, one of
the natural marvels of
Qeshm Island, captivates
visitors with its towering
rock walls, intricate ero-
sional formations, and lay-
ered geological structures.
Located in the southwest of
the island near the village
of Guran, the canyon is part
of the Qeshm Geopark, the
first geopark in the Middle
East, which plays a crucial
role in promoting and pre-
serving the island’s geolog-
ical heritage. With its blend
of visual beauty and scien-
tific significance, Chakavir
has become one of Qeshm’s
prime geotourism destina-
tions.

The canyon lies approxi-
mately 90 kilometers from
Qeshm and is accessible
by car, followed by a walk
along a dirt path. Visitors
are advised to travel with
a local guide or an experi-
enced group, as the trails
can be confusing and chal-
lenging. Nestled in pristine
nature, Chakavir offers a
tranquil setting, and its
relative inaccessibility
preserves its serene atmo-
sphere, offering a unique
experience for travelers,
IRNA wrote.

Geologically, the canyon is
composed of alternating
layers of marl, limestone,
and sandstone, reflecting
millions of years of sedi-

ment deposition and cli-
matic changes. These lay-
ers erode at different rates
— softer layers wear away
faster than harder ones
— resulting in a variety of
shapes along the canyon
walls.

Two main forces have
shaped Chakavir: water
and wind erosion. During
rainfall, water flows along
natural channels, carrying
sediment that carves deep
grooves and corridors in
the canyon floor and walls.
Over time, natural pits and
cavities have formed, some
of which fill with water
during the rainy season,
creating striking and ev-
er-changing scenery. Mean-
while, the island’s strong
and persistent winds act
like sandblasting agents,
sculpting smooth curves
and intricate shapes in the
rock. The combination of
these processes produces
tall walls with undulating
lines, oval cavities, and ar-
tistic natural forms, each
telling a story of geological
and erosional processes.
One of Chakavir’s most
captivating features is the
play of color and light on
its walls. Under sunlight,
the rock layers display
shades from white to light
gray and even darker tones.
The interplay of shadows
and uneven surfaces cre-
ates a spectacle that many
visitors liken to a natural

painting. Seasonal rainfall
in autumn and winter en-
hances this effect, filling
cavities and streams, mak-
ing the canyon even more
visually stunning.

The canyon’s quietude
adds to its allure. The only
sounds are footsteps or
the gentle flow of water,
creating a meditative at-
mosphere appreciated by
hikers, landscape photog-
raphers, and geotourists
alike. Chakavir is not only
a tourist attraction but
also a natural classroom
for geology enthusiasts.
Its sedimentary layers and
erosional features provide
valuable insights into the
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region’s geological histo-
ry, sedimentation periods,
climatic changes, and geo-
morphological processes.
For educational tours, the
canyon offers a firsthand
look at the effects of wa-
ter and wind erosion, as
well as natural dissolution
and erosional patterns in
limestone. Consequently,
Chakavir is an important
site for geotourism, geolo-
gy education, and natural
heritage preservation.
Despite its beauty, the can-
yon is delicate. The rock
walls and erosional for-
mations are vulnerable to
physical contact, graffiti,
littering, and uncontrolled

must be felt with the heart.
Every corner of the city has
a story to tell. The walls of
Khosrow Palace still speak
of love. The Sassanid chan-
nels still reveal human in-
genuity. The Chaharghapi
Fire Temple still whispers
of faith. And the palm
groves still breathe life.
Perhaps the charm of Qa-
sr-e Shirin lies in this com-
bination: love and power,
nature and history, silence
and life. When the sun sets
over the palm groves and
shadows stretch across
ancient walls, Qasr-e Shi-
rin takes on another face
— a face that seems lifted
straight from legend.

It is perhaps this very leg-
end that draws every trav-
eler back to the city, again
and again.

visitation. Visitors are
urged to follow sustainable
tourism practices, avoid
disturbing the rocks, stay
on designated paths, and re-
frain from entering unstable
areas. Awareness and edu-
cation are key to preserving
this natural wonder.

The best time to visit
Chakavir is during autumn
and winter, when tempera-
tures are moderate, and
seasonal rains enhance
the canyon’s scenery. Sum-
mer visits are challenging
due to the island’s intense
heat and direct sunlight,
making early morning or
late afternoon excursions
preferable. Rainy days and
weather warnings should
be avoided, as sudden wa-
ter flows and slippery trails
can be hazardous. Travel-
ing with a local guide or ex-
perienced group improves
safety and enhances the
overall experience.

Qeshm Island, a premier
natural destination in Iran,
hosts a remarkable array
of geological phenomena.
Among them, Chakavir Can-
yon, though lesser-known,
is gaining popularity for its
unique beauty and geolog-
ical significance. Alongside
other geopark attractions
like the Valley of Stars, Cha-
hkooh Canyon, and Namak-
dan Cave, Chakavir offers a
comprehensive glimpse into
the island’s natural and geo-
logical history.



