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IRGC resolved to pursue, Kill
‘child-Killer’ Netanyahu if he is still alive

Enemy drones shot down over Tehran sky

Bringing war to Iran
means bringing crisis
back to Washington

By Masoud Dashti
Derakhshan
International affairs
analyst

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

Two weeks into the full-scale
confrontation with Iran, expec-
tations of a swift and controlled
military campaign have given
way to a far more complicated
reality. What was initially pre-
sented as a limited operation has
evolved into a broader strategic
crisis, producing consequenc-
es that extend well beyond the
battlefield and into the heart of
global politics and economics.
Rather than weakening Tehran,
the conflict appears to have re-
inforced domestic cohesion. At
the same time, the political costs
for the governments behind the
escalation are rising, Civilian ca-
sualties and the human toll of the
conflict have increasingly become
amoral and diplomatic burden,
fueling outrage both inside Iran
and across the wider region.
The economic consequences
have been equally severe. Dis-
ruptions to supply chains, rising
transportation costs, and grow-
ing pressure on critical commodi-
ty markets have sent shockwaves
through the international system,
exposing the vulnerability of the
world economy and raised new
questions about the West's abil-
ity to manage crises of its own
making,

Iran has also demonstrated an
ability to convert battlefield de-
velopments into diplomatic lever-
age. The use of captured combat-
ants and other forms of strategic
pressure underscores Tehran’s
broader message: military con-
frontation does not guarantee
political control. On the contrary,
wars that are launched to weaken
an adversary can quickly entan-
gle those who initiate them. In
that sense, taking war to Iran has
also meant exporting instability
back to Washington and its allies.

Strait of Hormuz as strategic
leverage
A central element of Tehran’s

response has been its emphasis
on the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian
leaders have framed this water-
way not simply as a geographic
passage, but as a decisive instru-
ment of deterrence, diplomacy,
and national defense.

Recent statements from Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei
have signaled that Iran is pre-
pared to use its geographic and
economic position as leverage if
damages are not addressed and
responsibility for the aggression
is not acknowledged. In this
view, any seizure or neutral-
ization of hostile assets would
be presented not as escalation
for its own sake, but as a pro-
portionate response rooted in
deterrence and sovereignty. For
Tehran, the Strait of Hormuz is
no longer just a shipping corri-
dor; it is an economic pressure
point capable of reshaping re-
gional and global calculations.

Retaliation felt beyond
region

Iran’s retaliatory actions have
been marked less by indiscrimi-
nate escalation than by targeted
signaling. Operations linked to
the Strait of Hormuz have show-
cased both operational capabili-
ty and calibrated intent.
Iranian forces moved to re-
strict the transit of oil tank-
ers that did not comply with
Tehran’s security framework,
effectively introducing a form
of conditional passage through
one of the world’s most crit-
ical energy corridors. The ef-
fects were immediate. Within
days, Brent crude prices rose
sharply, while West Texas In-
termediate also posted signif-
icant gains, triggering concern
across global financial mar-
kets.The wider consequences
quickly became evident. Chi-
na’s reported suspension of
fuel exports reflected just how
deeply the conflict had begun
to affect the infrastructure of
international trade.

In this context, Iran appears to
have shifted the contest from
cqpventional Page? >
military power
to strategic endurance.

Araghchi: Strait of Hormuz open to all

except US, its allies

Washington plotting false flag ops against Americans, Larijani says
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A tanker vessel is damaged following unidentified attacks targeting two foreign tankers near Basra, Iraq, on March 12, 2026, while another ship sails in the distance amid

ongoing US-Israeli aggression on Iran.
REUTERS

Blue Shield warns of
‘irreparable damage’ to
Iranian heritage

Iran proposes relocating
World Cup matches to
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secure vaults as threats grow to
national treasures (4 B
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Araghchi: Strait of Hormuz open to all

except US, its allies
Washington plotting false flag ops against

Americans, Larijani says

( International Desk )

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said the Strait
of Hormuz is open to all ships
except those of the United
States and its allies.
Araghchi reiterated in an in-
terview with Al-Arabi Al-Ja-
did that the United States
and Israel initiated the war,
saying, “We are defending
ourselves, and we only attack
American bases and interests
in the region.”

The chief Iranian diplomat
underscored the Iranian
Armed Forces have not tar-
geted any civilian or residen-
tial areas in the region, spec-
ulating that the Israeli regime
may have targeted non-mili-
tary areas in Arab countries
to sever their relations with
Iran.

“The Americans have made a
drone identical to our Shahed
drone, named Lucas, and it is
being used to attack targets
in Arab countries,” he stated.
Araghchi also voiced Iran’s
readiness to form a joint in-
vestigation committee with
the participation of regional
countries regarding the areas
that have been targeted.
Addressing regional media-
tion efforts, the foreign minis-
ter said, “So far; no specific ini-
tiative has been proposed to
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end the war, but we welcome
any regional initiative that
leads to ajust end to the war”
“However; the end of the war is
contingent upon ensuring that
it does not recur and compen-
sation is paid,” he added.

Araghchi warns France
of expanding conflict

In a phone call with his
French counterpart, the Ira-
nian foreign minister noted
that the root cause of inse-
curity in the entire region,
including Lebanon, is the
aggression and hegemony of
the Zionist regime.

In the telephone conversa-
tion on Saturday night, Ara-
ghchi stressed the impor-
tance of refraining from any
actions that could escalate
and broaden the scope of
conflict.

While US President Donald
Trump has called on France,
China, Japan, South Korea
and the UK to send warships
to keep the Strait of Hormuz
open, France’s Minister of
Armed Forces and Veteran
Affairs Catherine Vautrin said
Paris has no plans to send
naval vessels to the strategic
waterway.

In an interview with FRANCE
24, she also stressed that
France is not participating in
the war in the Middle East.

Iran ‘has no war’ with
Americans

The secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme National Security
Council wrote on his social
media page that Iran is funda-
mentally opposed to terrorist
schemes and “has no war with
the American people”.

Ali Larijani wrote Sunday on
his X account, “I have heard
that remnants of the Epstein
team have plotted a scheme
to create an incident similar
to September 11 and to ac-
cuse Iran of it”

Emphasizing that Iran is fun-
damentally opposed to such
terrorist plans, the top secu-
rity official added, “Today, in
response to US and Israeli
aggression against Iran, it is
acting in self-defense. In this
defense, however, it is strong
and resolute in punishing the
aggressors.”

President: Iran will

rise stronger

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian emphasized that
with the cooperation of “the
noble people of Iran,” the
country will overcome the
current circumstances and
rebuild everything the ene-
my has destroyed and make
them “better than before”.
Addressing the Iranian
people on the 15th day of
the war, Pezeshkian wrote
in a post Saturday night on
X, “Despite transportation
and communication diffi-
culties, thanks to our col-
leagues in the government,
there has been no signifi-
cant interruption in public
services.”

Deputy FM raps targeting Iran's ancient sites
as attack on civilizational identity

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Legal and Inter-
national Affairs, Kazem
Gharibabadi, has stressed
the fact that US-Israeli at-
tacks against museums and
historical sites constitute an
assault on part of Iran’s civi-
lizational identity.

“Attacks against museums
and historical sites consti-
tute an assault on part of
Iran’s civilizational identity
and on cultural property
protected under interna-
tional law,” Gharibabadi
wrote on his X account on
Sunday, IRNA reported.
“Damage to dozens of his-
torical and cultural sites
during the US-Israeli at-
tacks shows that the scope
of this aggression has ex-
tended to cultural heritage

as well,” he added.

“This situation is a clear
manifestation of the sys-
tematic violation of interna-
tional law in its various di-
mensions by the US and the
Israeli regimes,” he noted.
Earlier, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi thanked
UNESCO for its prompt and
responsible reaction to the
bombing of Tehran’s Goles-
tan Palace, a UNESCO World
Heritage site.

He expressed that, “UNES-
CO will maintain firm and
principled stance against
further attacks on cultural
heritage,” including “histor-
ic monuments in Isfahan as
site protection is interna-
tional concern.”

In the US-Israeli attacks
against Iran, the aggressors

have been bombing differ-
ent parts of Tehran and oth-
er cities, which has resulted
in damages to various Irani-
an historical sites, including
Golestan Palace.

Iran’s Ministry of Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts has declared

Kazem Gharibabadi

that at least 56 museums,
historic buildings and cul-
tural sites across the coun-
try were damaged following
US-Israeli military attacks,
describing the move as a
crime against Iran’s histori-
cal identity and humanity’s
shared heritage.

Bringing war to ...

The battlefield, in effect,
has been transformed into
Page1 > 2 negotiat-
ing arena
where legitimacy, resilience,
and asymmetric capabilities
matter as much as force it-
self.

Endurance, authority
& new regional
equation

The developments of the
past two weeks suggest that
Iran’s governing structure
has proved more resilient
than many of its opponents
expected. Under Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei, po-
litical authority has been

portrayed as resting on a
combination of religious
legitimacy, strategic disci-
pline, and national consen-
sus.

The Strait of Hormuz, once
treated largely as an en-
ergy transit route, has re-
emerged as a central factor
in global stability. Iran’s
ability to influence this
maritime chokepoint has
become a defining feature
of its deterrence doctrine —
one based less on expansion
than on endurance, calculat-
ed pressure, and the projec-
tion of resolve.

Ultimately, the conflict ap-
pears to have produced

the opposite of its intended
effect. Rather than eroding
Iran’s sovereignty, it has
reinforced it. Across the
region, and increasingly be-
yond it, Iran’s posture is be-
ing framed as evidence that
national resilience may now
play a more decisive role in
shaping security than exter-
nal intervention.

If that assessment holds,
then the confrontation with
Iran may come to be re-
membered not as a demon-
stration of Western control,
but as a warning about the
costs of miscalculation in an
interconnected world.
History has repeatedly

shown that wars launched
to impose order can end up
producing the very insta-
bility they were meant to
prevent. The unfolding con-
frontation with Iran risks
becoming another such ex-
ample.

For Washington, the stra-
tegic question is no longer
simply how to pressure
Iran, but how to manage
the cascading consequenc-
es of a conflict whose ef-
fects now extend across
the global economy and
the wider geopolitical land-
scape. Bringing war to Iran,
it turns out, may also mean
bringing crisis back home.

IRGC resolved to pursue,
Kill ‘child-Killer’ Netanyahu

if he is still alive
Enemy drones shot down over Tehran sky

( International Desk )

The Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) un-
derscored the elite force's
resolve to pursue and Kill
the “child-killer” Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu if he is still
alive.

In a statement on Sunday
morning, the IRGC said
that uncertainty over Net-
anyahu'’s fate and the pos-
sibility of his death or es-
cape with his family from
the occupied territories re-
veals the crisis and tremor
in the illegal regime.

“In the event that this
child-killing criminal is
alive, we will continue to
pursue and kill him with
all our might,” it said.

The statement also said
that the 52nd wave of
Operation True Promise
4 was carried out against
the industrial sectors and
the concentration points
of American forces in
three American air bases
with powerful missiles and
drones.

The IRGC said it attacked
Israeli targets, adding,
“Continuous sounds of
ambulance sirens and the
admission by Israeli enti-
ties of the rising number
of casualties due to Iran’s
effective operations re-
vealed the depth of the
heavy strikes by the IRGC’s
missiles on the industrial
sectors of Tel Aviv”

In another statement re-
leased on Sunday morn-
ing, the IRGC stated that
10 hypersonic Fattah and
Qadr missiles, as well as
destructive drones, were

—f=.

fired at the US terrorist
army forces at Al-Zafra
base, which played a sup-
porting and intelligence
role in the attack on the
Islamic Republic.

“With God’s grace, contin-
uous and powerful attacks
against targets, centers,
and interests of the Unit-
ed States and the Zionist
regime will continue until
the aggressor surrenders
and is punished,” the state-
ment read.

Moreover, the IRGC said a
three-stage solid fuel-pow-
ered Sijjil, super-heavy
Khorramshahr with a
two-ton warhead, as well
as, Qadr, Emad, and Khei-
bar-Shekan missiles were
successfully fired at key
decision-making centers,
military infrastructure,
and gatherings of the re-
gime's forces in the heart
of the occupied lands.

Drones downed
before breaching
Tehran's airspace

The IRGC also announced
the downing of three en-
emy drones before they
could carry out operations
in the airspace of Tehran.
During Saturday tonight’s
aggression by US-Israe-
li enemy drones against
Tehran’s airspace, the
IRGC fighters, using a
modern air defense sys-
tem controlled by the
country’s integrated air
defense network, suc-
cessfully shot down three
armed enemy drones,
IRGC said.

The IRGC had earlier an-
nounced that three waves
of attacks were carried out

The emblem of the IRGC

against the US terrorists’
bases in the region on Sat-
urday morning.

Iran as 'graveyard’ of
enemy drones

Iran’s Army in a statement
released late on Saturday
put the number of the en-
emy’s drones downed and
destructed by its forces
thus far at 116.

More than 80 percent of
the drones destroyed by
the Iranian Army Forces
are of the most advanced
and sophisticated combat
drones of “MQ-9”, “Heron”
and “Hermes".

Iran is the graveyard of the
enemy’s drones, the state-
ment said, adding, “Relying
upon the assistance of the
God Almighty, the destruc-
tion of the most advanced
and sophisticated drones
of the aggressive enemy
will be continued by com-
manders and fighters of
the defense systems of
the Army and IRGC under
the command of the Air
Defense Headquarters
with its utmost power and
strength.”

The United States and
Israeli launched an un-
provoked war on Iran on
February 28, assassinat-
ing former Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
and top Iranian military
commanders in the midst
of Tehran-Washington ne-
gotiations.

Iran immediately launched
retaliatory strikes against
Israeli and American tar-
gets across the region us-
ing volleys of drones and
missiles.
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Blue Shield warns of ‘irreparable damage’ to Iranian heritage

( Iranica Desk )

Following extensive dip-
lomatic and cultural ini-
tiatives by Iran, including
high-level consultations by
the government, the min-
istries of Foreign Affairs,
Cultural Heritage, and Sci-
ence, as well as various civil
society organizations, Blue
Shield International has
issued a formal statement
addressing the status of cul-
tural heritage in the region.
This statement was issued
in direct response to re-
ports of military strikes
by the US and the Zionist
regime targeting several of
Iran’s historic landmarks
and archaeological sites,
according to IRNA.

Underlining the funda-

mental necessity of safe-
guarding cultural property,
Blue Shield International
declared, "While the pro-
tection of human life and
dignity must remain the
paramount priority in any
crisis, the protection of
people is fundamentally
incomplete without the
preservation of their cul-
tural heritage. Such lega-
cy constitutes an intrinsic
element of human identity
and serves as a collective
asset for all of humanity."

The organization further
echoed the grave con-
cerns previously voiced
by UNESCO regarding the
vulnerability of historical
sites across the region. It
issued an urgent appeal
to all parties involved in

the conflict to refrain from
any military actions or op-
erations that could inflict
irreparable damage upon
historical monuments and
cultural landscapes.

IRNA

Additionally, the statement
underscored that the pro-
tection of cultural proper-
ty remains a cornerstone
of International Humani-
tarian Law. It emphasized

that adherence to these
international legal frame-
works must be upheld
as a binding standard of
professional and military
conduct, transcending all
political considerations or
geographical boundaries.

"As an independent, neu-
tral, and non-governmen-
tal organization dedicat-
ed to the protection of
cultural heritage, Blue
Shield International is
continuously monitoring
the condition of heritage
sites, archives, libraries,
and historic buildings
throughout the region,”
the statement read. The
organization added that it
is mobilizing its extensive
global network of experts
to mitigate potential risks

and prevent further degra-
dation of these invaluable
cultural assets.

Blue Shield International
expressed its full readi-
ness to cooperate with all
relevant authorities and
stakeholders to ensure the
safety of cultural heritage.
The organization also of-
fered its formal support
for initiatives aimed at
minimizing damages and
advancing toward peaceful
resolutions.

The statement, published
on March 13, 2026, was of-
ficially signed by Professor
Peter Stone, President of
Blue Shield International.
In response to the onset
of the US-Israel conflict
against Iran, Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handi-

crafts organizations of some
provinces — including West
Azarbaijan, South Khorasan,
Gilan, and Kermanshah —
have initiated the urgent
installation of the interna-
tional "Blue Shield" emblem
at their museums, archaeo-
logical sites, and historical
monuments.

Blue Shield International
was formally established
in 1996 through a strategic
partnership between four
leading global entities: the
International Council of
Museums (icom), the Inter-
national Council on Mon-
uments and Sites (1comos),
the International Council
on Archives (ica), and the
International Federation
of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA).

Record-breaking ceremonies celebrate Persian food traditions

( Iranica Desk )

The holy city of Qom, in
north-central Iran, wit-
nessed the preparation of
the world’s largest ritual
and civilizational Halva
on Thursday night, a mas-
sive undertaking weighing
over two tons. The event,
held on the eve of the 23rd
of the holy month of Ra-
madan, was organized by
the "Tanoorkhaneh Nan-e
Iran" (The Iranian Bread House).
The ceremony attracted a
large crowd where more
than 15,000 pilgrims and
those observing the fast
(fasting faithful) were served

this traditional Iranian del-
icacy, chtn.ir wrote.

While Iran boasts an im-
pressive 131 distinct va-
rieties of ritual Halva, this
specific event was dedicat-
ed to showcasing one of
the most unique and his-
torically significant types
of these traditional sweets.
Characterized by its ar-
omatic blend of saffron,
rosewater, and cardamom,
Persian Halva is far more
than a simple dessert. It
stands as a cornerstone
of Iranian hospitality and
spiritual life, traditionally
shared during religious
observances as a symbol of

community and devotion.
The Halva ceremony fol-
lows another major cul-
tural milestone earlier
this month; from March 8
to 10, a staggering 21 tons
of Samanu — a traditional
Persian sweet paste—was
prepared in a large-scale
votive ritual along the
same boulevard.

Asghar Keshvari, Director
of Tanoorkhaneh Nan-e
Iran, emphasized that
these initiatives are cen-
tral to reviving the nation’s
culinary and civilizational
heritage. "To date, our
center has baked and in-
troduced 313 types of na-

tional, local, and regional
breads. We are currently
implementing strategic
programs to restore his-
torical ovens (Tanoors), tra-
ditional mills, and ritual
foods such as Samanu and
Halva," Keshvari stated.
Regarding the massive
Samanu preparation,
Keshvari noted that the
large-scale production
adhered strictly to tradi-
tional methods, utilizing
whole-wheat flour with
the active participation
of the public and cultural
enthusiasts.

To further encourage
community involvement,

a public campaign titled
"Samanu Votive Offer-
ing" (Nazr-e Samanu) was
launched. This cultural
and ritual campaign was
centered on the Prophet
Azam Boulevard.
"Through this public cam-
paign, the Islamic world's
first large-scale Sama-
nu was produced using
whole-wheat flour,” the
director added, highlight-
ing the authenticity of the
process.

Keshvari expressed his
optimism that with the
continued support of the
public and cultural institu-
tions, Iran’s culinary her-

itage — which has faded
over time — can be fully

chtn.ir

revitalized and preserved
for future generations.

Patriotic women football stars
to be welcomed in Iran

< Sports Desk >

Prominent members of
Iran’s national women'’s
football team, who made
a patriotic decision to re-
ject seductive and polit-
ically motivated asylum
offers from Australia,
have arrived in Malay-
sia to rejoin their team-
mates.

According to IRNA, Mona
Hamoudi, Zahra Sarba-
li, and Zahra Moshkekar
reached Malaysia early
Sunday morning. They
were officially welcomed
upon arrival by Farideh
Shojaei, the Vice Presi-
dent of the Football Fed-
eration for Women's Af-
fairs, and Marziyeh Jafari.

After a brief stay in Malay-
sia, the trio is scheduled
to return to Tehran to re-
unite with their families
and the nation.

Meanwhile, Valiollah Mo-
hammadi, Iran's Ambassa-
dor to Malaysia, met with
members of the Iranian
national women'’s football
team, expressing his great
pleasure in hosting the

squad at the embassy.

During the meeting, Mo-
hammadi welcomed the
team to Malaysia, stating,
"We are honored to host
our national women'’s
football team. While we
would have preferred to
meet during the compe-
titions, we are proud to-
day to host you as worthy

representatives of Iran."

Highlighting the status
of Iranian sportswom-
en on the international
stage, the ambassador
added, "You are the
women who have elevat-
ed Iran's name in glob-
al arenas and brought
pride to our people. The
fact that you remain
committed to the sacred

IRNA

national jersey despite
all the temptations from
the country’s adversar-
ies demonstrates your
deep commitment and
responsibility.”

Mohammadi expressed
his appreciation for the
coordination between
various embassy depart-
ments and Malaysian au-

thorities to provide the
best possible services
and facilities for the team
under current conditions.
He specifically noted the
efforts of the cultural at-
taché and other embassy
staff in supporting the
national squad.

The ambassador empha-
sized, "The people of Iran
are eagerly awaiting your
arrival and deeply appre-
ciate your efforts and
achievements."

He further revealed that
Mehdi Taj, the President
of the Football Federa-
tion, has confirmed plans
for a grand official recep-
tion for the players upon
their return to Tehran.
Additionally, billboards
celebrating the nation-
al team’s success have
already been installed
throughout Tehran in co-
operation with the city’s
municipality.
Concluding the session,
Mohammadi expressed
his hope for the players'
safe and swift return to
their families. "We have
tried to ensure a peace-
ful and satisfactory en-
vironment for you here.
I look forward to seeing
the continued powerful
presence of Iranian wom-
en in international com-
petitions and many more
honors for our country
in the near future," he
added.

Iran proposes relocating

World Cup matches to Mexico

( Sports Desk )

Iran’s Ambassador to Mex-
ico, Abolfazl Pasandideh,
has called on FIFA to relo-
cate the Iranian national
team’s 2026 World Cup
matches from the United
States to Mexico, citing the
US government’s refusal to
cooperate on visas and lo-
gistical support.

In a recent interview, Pas-
andideh clarified that while
Iran remains committed to
participating in the tour-
nament, the US has failed
to provide the necessary
administrative and logis-
tical backing for the team.
"We emphasize once again
that the US is not cooper-
ating regarding visas. We
are keen to participate, but

they are not providing the
required support,” he stat-
ed, according to IRNA.

The ambassador proposed
that FIFA intervene to fa-
cilitate Iran's participation
by moving their fixtures
to Mexico, one of the tour-
nament's three co-hosts
alongside Canada and the
United States.

"FIFA can intervene to en-
sure the Iranian national
team can compete, but in
Mexico," Pasandideh said,
noting that while the final
decision rests with Iran’s
Ministry of Sport and Youth,
the alternative would be im-
mediately welcomed. "We
have no animosity toward
the American people; our
issue is with the US govern-
ment. We have great affec-

tion for the Mexican people,
and for us, the ideal scenar-
io is to play our matches in
Mexico."

He added that if such a pro-
posal is formally tabled, Iran
would accept it, though the
reaction of other teams in
the group would need to be
considered.

Under the current sched-
ule, Iran is placed in Group
G alongside Belgium, New
Zealand, and Egypt. All of
Iran's group-stage match-
es are currently slated to
be held on US soil, specif-
ically in Los Angeles and
Seattle. FIFA has yet to is-
sue an official response or
condemnation regarding
the administrative hurdles
mentioned by the Iranian
diplomat.
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Minister: Over 43,000 homes, businesses

damaged in US-Israel attacks

Supply chains remain unbroken

( Economy Desk >

Iran’s Minister of Roads and Ur-
ban Development Farzaneh Sa-
degh has confirmed that more
than 43,000 residential and com-
mercial units have been damaged
since the start of the US-Israel
coalition attacks on February 28,
with assessments of the full extent
of destruction still ongoing.
Speaking in a press briefing on
Saturday, Sadegh said that 17
provinces across the country
have suffered significant damage.
Of the affected units, 700 have
been completely destroyed, and
approximately 7,000 require par-
tial repairs.

She added that Tehran’s municipal
authorities are leading recovery
operations within the capital city.
“The Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development has held ongoing
coordination meetings with the
Housing Foundation and pro-
vincial governors,” Sadegh said.
“While the Housing Foundation
will oversee partial repairs, major
reconstruction projects will be
jointly managed with provincial
authorities to ensure a swift and
effective response.”

Regarding the 700 fully destroyed
homes, Sadegh announced that
government plans are underway
to lease alternative housing for
affected families — particularly
in border regions.

The minister also condemned a

Farzaneh Sadegh
IRNA

recent Israeli airstrike on a road
maintenance station in Zanjan
Province in north, which killed
five road workers who were per-
forming essential winter mainte-
nance tasks, including gravel and
salt spreading.

She added that the Shariati Bridge
connecting Zanjan and Qazvin was
struck in a previous attack but was
fully restored within three days,
underscoring the resilience of
Iran’s infrastructure teams.

Supply chains hold strong

Sadegh emphasized that despite
repeated strikes on roads, bridges,
and maintenance stations, Iran’s
supply chains remain fully oper-
ational. “The supply of essential
goods is being maintained with

strength and determination,” she
said, crediting the efforts of “patri-
otic truck drivers” who have kept
the nation’s logistics network run-
ning.

She highlighted a record-breaking
performance during the 12-day Is-
raeli-imposed war in June, noting
that truckers are now active at all
major ports and are immediate-
ly loading and unloading cargo
across the country.

Over 19m tons transported

“Since the beginning of the war,
over 19 million tons of goods
have been transported across
Iran’s road network,” Sadegh said.
“Despite the enemy’s numerous
attacks on infrastructure, we have
not allowed the national road

transport system to falter”

4 million passengers
relocated

She also reported that more
than 4 million passengers have
been relocated across the coun-
try during the conflict, thanks to
coordinated efforts by provincial
authorities.

With expanded powers granted
to provincial governors — espe-
cially in border regions — Sadegh
confirmed that border crossings
previously closed have now been
reopened, and transportation and
movement of people and goods
are fully resumed.

Over 1.1m tons of essential
goods delivered

The minister confirmed that in
just the past two weeks, more
than 1.1 million tons of essential
goods have been cleared through
Iran’s ports. “The processes of
unloading, loading, and customs
clearance are proceeding at full
speed,” she said, adding that ware-
house capacity — both inside and
outside port zones — has been
carefully assessed and optimized.
“There is no shortage of essential
goods,” Sadegh said. “Shoppers
can see for themselves — no su-
permarket is empty. This is the re-
sult of both government planning
and the united efforts of all actors
in the supply chain, working with
full commitment. She also con-
firmed that medical supplies are
being prepared and delivered in
coordination with the Ministry of
Health, with all government agen-
cies operating under maximum
inter-ministerial coordination.

Iran joins int'l renewable
energy certification system

( Economy Desk )

Iran has been registered as
a new member of the Inter-
national Electrotechnical
Commission's (IEC) system
for evaluating renewable en-
ergy conformity, the Iranian
National Standards Organi-
zation announced.
Farahnaz Qalasi, the deputy
for standardization and pro-
motion at the organization,
stated that the IEC Secretari-
at officially recognized Iran's
membership in the IECRE
System.

She added that the member-
ship covers wind and pho-
tovoltaic energy sectors and
aims to strengthen Iran's
presence in international
conformity assessment mech-
anisms and develop technical
cooperation on renewable en-
ergy equipment.

"This marks the third IEC
conformity assessment sys-
tem Iran has joined, demon-
strating the expansion of
the country's international
interactions in this field,"
Qalasi said, according to the
ILNA.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
is already a member of other
IEC conformity assessment
systems, including those for
equipment used in explosive
atmospheres and for test-
ing and certifying electrical
equipment components.

The government aims to in-
stall 30,000 MW of non-fossil
capacity over the next three
years amid an expected pow-
er shortfall next year. Accord-
ing to the Energy Ministry, the
country is expected to face a
power shortfall of between
17,000 and 20,000 mega-
watts next year.

IRNA

Iran moves 50,000 artifacts to secure vaults

Fajr Visual Arts Festival

as threats grow to national treasures

( Arts & Culture Desk >

alran has transferred more
than 50,000 historical arti-
facts to secure storage facil-
ities across the country as a
precaution against damage
from the ongoing US-Israeli
military strikes that began
on February 28, the head of
Iran’s National and World
Heritage Bases said on
March 15.

Farhad Azizi-Zallani said the
emergency operation forms
part of a broader effort to
safeguard museums and
historic monuments amid
escalating security risks.

Authorities have also in-
stalled the internationally
recognized “Blue Shield”
emblem at most major her-
itage sites, museums and
historic complexes to signal
protected cultural proper-
ty under international law,

IRNA reported.

“The transfer of some arti-
facts to safe repositories and
the installation of the Blue
Shield were carried out as
preventive steps to ensure
the protection and security
of historical objects,” he said.
The Blue Shield initiative,
established in 1996 under
the framework of the 1954
Hague Convention on the
protection of cultural prop-
erty during armed conflict,
is often described as a cul-
tural equivalent of the Red
Cross. Its emblem identifies
monuments and collections
that must be shielded from

military attack.

Iranian heritage officials say
several high-profile cultural
landmarks have sustained
damage during the recent
strikes. Among the affected
sites are Tehran’s Golestan
Palace, Isfahan’s Naqgsh-e

Jahan Square and Chehel
Sotoun Palace, as well as the
historic Khorramabad Val-
ley and nearby prehistoric
caves.

According to him, blast
waves shattered wooden
lattice windows known as
orsi and damaged deco-
rative features at multiple
sites. “Openings, doors and
orsi frames were destroyed
and parts of the mirrorwork,
stucco ornamentation and
wooden decorations were
harmed,” he said of the Go-
lestan Palace complex.

In Isfahan, the Chehel So-
toun palace also suffered

IRNA

structural and decorative
damage after nearby explo-
sions struck administrative
buildings close to the Sa-
favid-era monument. “The
wooden orsi windows and
openings were destroyed
and Safavid decorative lay-

ers including mirrorwork,
stucco and valuable wall
paintings were affected,” he
said. Historic buildings in
the western city of Sanandaj
also recorded damage. The
Khosroabad mansion, Sal-
ar Saeed mansion and Asef
Vaziri house, known as the
Kurdish House, lost sections
of their wooden lattice win-
dows and interior decorative
elements after shockwaves
from nearby strikes rippled
through the historic district.
The official said Iran’s cultur-
al authorities had circulated
detailed protection guide-
lines to heritage managers
before the crisis escalated
and had opened urgent com-
munication channels with
UNESCO once the attacks
began. He said documenta-
tion of the damage is now
underway through digital
recording and technical sur-
veys. Expert teams are com-
piling detailed restoration
files while emergency sta-
bilization work has begun at
several monuments, includ-
ing Golestan Palace.

“Under international obli-
gations, attacks on cultur-
al heritage contradict the
fundamental principles of
international law;” he said.
“Iran will pursue this mat-
ter through legal and diplo-
matic channels and expects
responsible international
bodies to take a clear posi-
tion in defense of humanity’s
shared heritage”

resumes online

( Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran relaunch the 18th Fajr
Visual Arts Festival in a vir-
tual format on March 15
after the event was halted
following recent wartime
attacks, the festival’s policy
council chief Aydin Meh-
dizadeh said.

Mehdizadeh said the fes-
tival’s exhibitions were
temporarily suspended on
February 28 after what he
described as a “US-Zionist
attack” on Iran that killed
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei and several
senior military command-
ers, plunging the country
into mourning, IRNA re-
ported.

“The festival secretariat
was preparing the remain-
ing exhibitions when the
attack occurred on Febru-
ary 28,” Mehdizadeh said,

adding that organizers
decided to close the dis-
plays “temporarily” until
conditions allowed them to

reopen.
He said the cultural event
had formally begun days
earlier. The opening bell
of the 18th edition was
rung beside the historic
Shushtar Historical Hy-
draulic System in south-
western Iran, while the
main exhibition titled Baba
Ab Dad (Father Gave Water)
opened on February 26 at
the Imam Ali Religious Arts
Museum in Tehran.
Organizers had also pre-
pared a series of additional
exhibitions under themes
including “Festival of Festi-
vals” and “National Unity”,
intended for public viewing
across the capital. Those
displays will now be staged
online because of the war.

FAJR
VISUAL
ARTS
FESTIVAL
2026

“Given the current circum-
stances, the exhibitions will
be held virtually,” Mehdiza-
deh said.

According to the festival
secretariat, the works will
be available to the public
from Sunday, March 15, via
the official website of the
Fajr Visual Arts Festival.
The Fajr arts festivals,
staged annually around the
anniversary of Iran’s 1979
Islamic Revolution, form
the country’s flagship state-
backed cultural showcase,
spanning cinema, theater,
music and visual arts and
drawing artists from across
Iran and abroad.



