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New Mideast order to emerge,
but without US influence: Speaker

FM says aggression root cause of insecurity in Strait of Hormuz

Global bodies silent
as cultural heritage
comes under attack

By Abdolmehdi Hemmatpour

PhD in archaeology & Iranian studies scholar
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The protection of tangible and intangible heritage is a shared
commitment to the historical memory and civilizational iden-
tity of humanity. Safeguarding cultural heritage is a global con-
cern, as historical artifacts belong not only to one society but
to the world. Damage to cultural heritage in countries affects
the broader narrative of human civilization. This is a warning to
protect what is called historical and cultural heritage.

Iran’s historical and cultural sites are part of the shared heritage
of humanity. Therefore, harming them is a crime against glob-
al heritage and a clear violation of international cultural law.
The damage to Iran’s heritage is catastrophic, and the silence of
cultural international organizations on this issue is troubling.
When structures that embody centuries of history, art, and in-
digenous knowledge are threatened, a part of a nation’s cultural
memory and humanity’s shared heritage is at risk.

Iran boasts a history of several thousand years and is home to a
unique collection of monuments from various civilizational peri-
ods. The significance of these artifacts is such that many are cited
in historical and archaeological studies as benchmarks for com-
parison with similar examples worldwide. Thus, protecting these
artifacts is not just a national responsibility but a global duty.
The United States and the Israeli regime have blatantly violat-
ed global obligations by ignoring the 1954 Hague Convention
and international rules for the protection of cultural heritage
during wartime. Their actions are condemned as crimes against
humanity’s heritage. According to the 1954 Hague Convention,
states must refrain from destroying each other’s historical sites
during military conflicts. Iran is a signatory to this convention
and has adhered to its commitments. Unfortunately, the op-
posing side has shown indifference to such obligations and has
violated recognized principles of cultural heritage protection.
Under the 1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage, approximately 200 member states
are committed to responding to threats and destruction of world
heritage. The global community, and international bodies must
not remain silent in the face of such actions. The responsibility
for preserving cultural heritage is a transnational and ethical ob-
ligation, and indifference is tantamount to complicity in erasing
history and weakening humanity’s civilizational heritage.

The global community must explain how such valuable artifacts
can be targeted during military conflicts without an effective
response from responsible institutions. The global community
must adopt a unified and decisive stance with moral and legal
accountability against this cultural crime.

Scholars, archaeologists, cultural heritage specialists, and in-
ternational institutions are coming together to protect these
invaluable human assets through scientific and cultural collab-
oration. NGOs, specialized associations, and cultural heritage
activists have issued statements and filed legal complaints, both
domestically and internationally, to denounce these anti-cul-
tural actions so that this blatant assault on humanity’s heritage
does not go unanswered.

UNESCO, ICOMOS, and ICOM were established to safeguard the
world’s cultural and historical heritage. If these organizations
fail to respond effectively during critical times, their very exis-
tence and founding philosophy will face serious scrutiny.
Listing sites as World Heritage creates a dual obligation for
governments and international organizations. In such circum-
stances, existing legal and supervisory mechanisms must be
strengthened to prevent the recurrence of such assaults and
ensure effective protection of global cultural heritage.
Targeting cultural and historical centers inflicts not only mate-
rial damage but also a profound blow to the symbolic, identity,
and human assets of communities. This action is in clear contra-
diction to human principles and accepted international norms
and must be condemned. Given the current conditions, there is
a possibility that attacks and destruction will
continue. Therefore, alongside legal pursuits,
creating a media campaign at the global level
is crucial.
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Iranians bid farewell
to sailors marty
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| A person puts Iran’s flag on the body of a sailor killed in an attack by the United States on an Iranian destroyer in the Indian Ocean on March 3, 2026.
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Thousands of Iranians took to
the streets of the capital Tehran
on Tuesday to participate in a fu-
neral ceremony held for the crew
members of an Iranian destroy-
er attacked by the United States
earlier this month in the Indian
Ocean.

According to Iran’s Army, the
Dena destroyer was targeted by
a US submarine on March 3 while

returning from the MILAN 2026
Naval Exercise in India.

The attack on the destroyer
claimed the lives of 104 crew
members. The bodies of 84 sailors
have been returned to the country
while 20 others still remain miss-
ing.

The attack on the destroyer, which
was carried out hundreds of miles
away from the war zone, also in-
jured 32 others who were trans-
ferred to a hospital in Sri Lanka

for medical treatment.

The Army said in its statement
that the US Navy violated inter-
national maritime regulations by
opening fire on the destroyer with-
out prior warning.

Carrying the pictures of the mar-
tyrs and waiving black flags and
Iran’s flags, the mourners chant
slogans against the United States
and the Israeli regime, which be-
gan their unprovoked aggression
against Iran on February 28.

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian in a message on Tuesday
called for the massive participa-
tion of Iranians in the funeral cer-
emony.

The president said the “enemies of
freedom and security, in a major
crime and an unfair and reckless
attack, violating all international,
ethical, and human laws, martyred
these honorable soldiers of the na-
tion and once again revealed their
terrorist nature to the world”.

Iran’s attacks target
Israel’s military centers,

USbasesinregion
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Impact of US-Israeli war
on Mideast energy
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Oil exports continue

uninterrupted from Kharg after

US strike, senior MP says
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