
Yazd’s ancient Alexander Prison 
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Behzad Moridi, Director Gener-
al of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts of Fars Province, 
during a trip to Fasa, visited three 
prominent and key historical sites 
in the region and announced new 
plans for their restoration, pres-
ervation, and utilization with the 
participation of the private sector 
and the public. The visits, which 
were accompanied by a group of 
local officials, educators, and those 
involved in the activities related 
to cultural heritage, included the 
historical Barashlu Caravanserai, 
the Fasa Culture Museum, and the 
ancient site of Tall-e Zahhak.
During his visit to Barashlu Cara-
vanserai he stated, “This caravan-
serai, a magnificent remnant of 
the Safavid era which once served 
as a stop for caravans on the Shi-
raz to Bandar Abbas route, is on 
the verge of a major transforma-
tion.”
Referring to the historical back-
ground of this structure built with 
local materials such as stone, brick, 
and Sarooj (a traditional water-resistant 
mortar), Moridi remarked, “This 
building is evidence of Fasa’s com-
mercial prosperity in past eras. Its 
precise layout, winter rooms, and 
spacious central courtyard give it a 
unique potential to become a bus-
tling tourist attraction.” 
He emphasized the necessity of 
reviving this document of Fasa’s 
road identity and announced new 
plans to turn it into an econom-
ic-cultural hub.
Stressing that this monument is 
registered on the National Heri-
tage List, he added, “A structure 
that was located on Shahi Road 

and whose architecture recalls 
the grandeur of the Safavid era 
should not be left in isolation. We 
are preparing a support package 
to transfer this building to the pri-
vate sector for tourism purposes, 
so that this ancient heritage itself 
becomes a source of wealth and 
employment for the local people.”
Referring to the specific geograph-
ical features of Barashlu Caravan-
serai, he noted, “It is part of a tour-
ism chain linked to sites such as 
Tall-e Zahhak and rural eco-lodges 
in Fasa. Our priority is to restore 
the damaged arches and bring life 
back to the chambers that once 
served as a haven for merchants 
and travelers on the southern 
road. Reviving this monument not 
only means preserving a national 
heritage but, by establishing hand-
icraft markets and nomadic black 
tents nearby, can transform Fasa 
from a roadside passage into a 
‘tourist destination.’”
It is worth noting that the Barash-
lu Caravanserai, located 20 kilo-
meters from the Fasa-Darab road 
near Now Bandegan village, is one 
of the few four-ivan caravanserais 
in the region that, despite the 
passage of centuries, has still pre-
served its architectural splendor.
Moridi also visited various sec-
tions of the Fasa Culture Museum, 
including the archaeology hall, the 
coin and historical documents sec-
tion, and the anthropology hall. He 
described this complex as a distin-
guished example of public partici-
pation in preserving and reviving 
cultural heritage and familiarized 
himself closely with the process of 
activities, the methods of preserv-
ing artifacts, and its developmen-
tal capacities.

Moridi, pointing to the historical 
importance of Fasa, stated, “The 
name of the Fasa Culture Museum 
is intertwined with the cultural 
identity of the people of this re-
gion, and the artifacts gathered in 

this complex, from the millennia 
before Christ to the contemporary 
era, clearly demonstrate the depth 
of civilization and historical back-
ground of this land.” 
Noting that Fasa is considered 
one of the important regions in 
the study of ancient Iran and the 
Islamic periods, he added, “The 
presence of valuable archaeolog-
ical finds indicates the continuity 
of life and cultural flourishing in 
this region for thousands of years; 
a capacity that must be introduced 
and showcased more than ever 
before.”
Moridi also emphasized the need 
to strengthen the infrastructure 
of this complex, stating, “Physical 
development of the museum, im-

proving artifact preservation con-
ditions, upgrading protection sys-
tems, and standardizing display 
cases are among the measures on 
the agenda of the Fars Province 
Cultural Heritage Department to 
provide the ground for a more 
worthy display of artifacts and 
to increase the capacities of this 
complex.” 
He added, “Given the volume of 
artifacts obtained from scientific 
excavations in the region and the 
existing capacities, it is necessary 
to create a museum space propor-
tional to these assets; this will al-
low for the better introduction of 
Fasa’s history and culture to future 
generations and tourists.”
In another part of his remarks, 
stressing the need for a long-term 

view of cultural infrastructure de-
velopment in Fasa, he said, “This 
city, with its rich background and 
the presence of outstanding his-
torical sites and monuments, de-
serves a museum at a national and 
even international level, and the 
Fasa Culture Museum can be the 
primary core and starting point of 
this path.” 
He emphasized support for devel-
opment plans of this complex and 
noted, “The Fars Province Cultur-
al Heritage Department is ready 
to cooperate with local officials 
and public groups to upgrade this 
museum and strengthen its role in 
introducing the region’s cultural 
identity.”
On the sideline of his visit to the 
historical mound of Tall-e Zah-
hak, Moridi announced the for-
mulation of a comprehensive 
protection plan and a review of 
the boundaries of this national 
heritage site. During the visit, he 
emphasized, “Resolving the prob-
lems of land acquisition in the sur-
rounding areas is the prerequisite 
for beginning extensive scientific 
excavations of this 5,000-year-old 
civilization.”
He described this site as one of 
Iran’s civilizational identity cards 
and stated, “Tall-e Zahhak is not 
just a dirt mound; it contains with-
in itself the continuity of human 
settlement from prehistoric times 
to the Islamic era. Protecting this 
great heritage is our main priority 

in the Fasa region.”
Referring to the existing challeng-
es regarding the site’s boundaries, 
he said, “One of the main obstacles 
to systematic excavations is the 
presence of claimants and agricul-
tural lands within the first-grade 
protective zone. In a meeting with 
city’s officials, a plan to grant sub-
stitute land for the acquisition of 
these lands was approved, so that 
the hands of archaeologists are 
opened to reveal the hidden layers 
of this civilization.”
Moridi also emphasized the neces-
sity of establishing a permanent 
protection base at Tall-e Zahhak 
and added, “The tourism capaci-
ties of the site extend beyond the 
region, and with proper access 
route organization and correct 
introduction, it can become one 
of the main destinations for his-
torical tourists in the south of the 
country.”
It is worth noting that the mound, 
located near the village of Khey-
rabad, is one of the most import-
ant and largest ancient sites in 
southern Iran, registered on the 
National Heritage List of Iran. 
This site, contrary to its legend-
ary name, holds historical reality, 
dating back approximately 5,000 
years (3rd millennium BCE). Excava-
tions show that life in this region 
continued from prehistoric times, 
through the Elamite, Achaemenid, 
Parthian, Sasanian eras, and into 
the Islamic period (4th century AH).

Sikandar Prison, also known as Al-
exander’s Prison and recognized 
as the Ziaieh School, is one of the 
most historical, tourist-friend-
ly, and captivating attractions of 
Yazd province. It is located in the 
old, mud-brick neighborhood of 
Fahadan.
This ancient monument welcomes 
thousands of heritage enthusiasts 
throughout the year, especial-
ly during various holidays. It is 
an eternal and unique structure 
whose very name encourages 
many tourists to come and visit it.
The historical fabric of Yazd sur-
rounds this building, and within 
this fabric, the Ziaieh School is a 

name familiar to everyone. Its ar-
chitectural style and construction 
are both fascinating and remark-
able, captivating every viewer. 
The dome of the Ziaieh School is 
an example of Mongol-era domes 
in Iran, IRNA wrote.
The monument is situated in the 
Fahadan neighborhood, next to 
the Tomb of the Twelve Imams 
of Yazd. It was built in 1234 CE 
and was completed in 1306 CE 
by Zia al-Din Hussein, the father 
of Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi. The tall 
dome is made of raw mudbrick 
and features decorations includ-
ing stucco work and watercolor 
paintings in gold and lapis lazuli.
The prayer hall of the school con-
tains a prayer niche, or mihrab. 

Porticoes, known as rivaqs, have 
been built around the school’s 
courtyard, with the western side 
featuring a larger portico and a 
stucco mihrab. The Katibeh, Hos-
seinian, and Taghlidi schools of 
Yazd bear a strong resemblance 
to the Ziaieh School.
The architecture of this building 
follows the Azari style and, despite 
its simplicity, is both unique and 
beautiful. The use of raw mud-
brick in a structure of this size, 
and its survival over the centuries, 
demonstrates the remarkable skill 
of its architects. The employment 
of raw mudbrick in this climate 
has been key to the building’s du-
rability over the years. Little tile-
work has been used in its decora-

tion. Among the most important 
elements of Alexander’s Prison 
are its dome chamber and its high 
ivan, or portico.
In addition to its famous dome 
and dome chamber, the building 
consists of several sections, in-
cluding a central courtyard, ivans 
on three sides, numerous rooms, 
a wind tower room, a prayer hall, a 
qanat accessway known as a pay-
ab, a well, and a basement in the 
middle of the courtyard.
Both a large and a small court-
yard are located within this 
building, with rooms and ivans 
arranged around them. Alexan-
der’s Prison contains two cen-
tral courtyards and three ivans, 
with the other components of 
the building situated around the 
larger courtyard. In the larger 
courtyard, in addition to small 
porches in front of the chambers, 
there are also four taller ivans. 
The dome chamber is connected 
to the eastern ivan.
One of the reasons for the sig-
nificance of this building is the 
masterful technique used in con-
structing its dome, which estab-
lished a new approach in the con-
struction of Islamic schools during 
the Mongol, or Atabakan, period. 
Furthermore, its stucco decora-

tions, paintings, and distinctive 
inscriptions make this building 
truly unique.
The dome of the Ziaieh School, 
located on the southern side of 
the building and made of mud-
brick (with its outer shell possibly made 
of brick), stands 18 meters tall. It is 
considered an excellent example 
of simple squinches combined 
with vaulting. Around the drum 
of the dome, beautiful banding 
can be seen using brick and sus-
pended tiles. The outer shell of 
the dome has a sharp trefoil arch, 

which both enhances its beauty 
and gives it a high load-bearing 
capacity.
Inside the dome chamber, old 
tombstones and inscriptions are 
placed behind glass cases, effec-
tively transforming the space into 
a small museum.
To preserve the original appear-
ance of the building, the Ziaieh 
School, or Alexander’s Prison, has 
been restored in recent years us-
ing mudbrick. The structure has 
been registered on Iran’s National 
Heritage List.
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