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Officials urge protection of
cultural treasures on World Heritage Day

( Iranica Desk )

Coinciding with April 18, In-
ternational Day for Monu-
ments and Sites known also as
World Heritage Day, the Direc-
tors General of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
of three provinces — Khuz-
estan, South Khorasan, and
Gilan — in separate messages
commemorating this day, em-
phasized the importance of
safeguarding cultural heritage
as the “living memory of na-
tions” and called for the coop-
eration of the public, special-
ists, and researchers to protect
valuable historical sites.
According to chtn.ir, Moham-
mad Jorvand, Director General
of the Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts Organi-
zation of Khuzestan Province,
described World Heritage Day,
as a valuable opportunity to
highlight the importance of pro-
tecting cultural heritage as the
living memory of nations. Re-
ferring to Khuzestan’s ancient
background and the province’s
rare collection of monuments,
historical sites, and civiliza-
tional remains, he said, “These
precious treasures form an im-
portant part of Iran’s cultural
identity. Every historical site —
from ancient ruins and historic
cities to valuable structures
from various eras — tells a clear
story of this land’s civilizational
richness.”

Jorvand stated that the need
to protect this heritage is felt
more strongly today than ever
before, adding, “The recent war
and the attacks by America and
Israel have shown that histori-
cal monuments are not merely
collections of stone and clay
but symbols of a nation’s iden-
tity, resilience, and endurance.
The threats directed at cultural
infrastructure and buildings in
recent years once again under-
score the importance of syn-
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ergy in safeguarding cultural
heritage.”

He described the protection of
cultural heritage as a national
and public responsibility, not-
ing that this duty does not rest
solely on one institution but
requires the participation of re-
searchers, specialists, cultural
activists, and the public.
Jorvand further emphasized,
“The Khuzestan Cultural Her-
itage Organization, with the
support of experts and heritage
enthusiasts, is seriously pursu-
ing the protection, restoration,
and promotion of the province’s
historical monuments.”

He concluded by inviting all
enthusiasts, researchers, and
activists in this field to con-
tribute with empathy and co-
operation to preserving these
enduring assets for future gen-
erations.

Seyyed Ahmad Barabadi, Di-
rector General of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Organization of South Khorasan
Province, also issued a mes-
sage commemorating this day,
stressing the need for firm and
timely protection of cultural
heritage against threats. He de-
scribed cultural heritage as an
irreplaceable treasure and the
living memory of human civili-
zation — one that connects our
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roots to the past and will serve
as a guiding light for the future.
Referring to this year’s ICOMOS
(International Council on Monuments and
sites) theme —Emergency Re-
sponse for Living Heritage in
contexts of Conflicts and Disas-
ters — he called for intelligent
and decisive action against any
threat to these ancient relics.
Expressing regret over the
damage inflicted upon historical
buildings and sites in recent at-
tacks, he described these events
as “a bitter and clear testimony”
that heritage destruction is not
only a cultural loss but also the
erasure of a part of humanity’s
shared memory.

Barabadi emphasized Iran’s

even greater responsibility to
protect these valuable historical
trusts, stating that the region’s
tense conditions necessitate
preventive approaches and
emergency response in protect-
ing our heritage.

He further declared the South
Khorasan Province’s Cultural
Heritage Organization’s com-
mitment to protecting, restor-
ing, and promoting the prov-
ince’s valuable monuments,
which he said belong to both
present and future generations.
He considered their protection
a national, human, and global
duty, the realization of which
is impossible without synergy,
empathy, and active participa-

tion from all those concerned
with the culture and civilization
of dear Iran.

Barabadi called upon all fellow
citizens, especially the youth
and the future-building gener-
ation, to pay deeper attention
to these peerless treasures so
that, through cooperation and
solidarity, we may safeguard
our heritage from potential en-
emy threats and pass on a rich
legacy to future generations.
Yousef Salmankhah, Director
General of the Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts Orga-
nization of Gilan Province, also
referred to this year’s theme of
ICOMOS for World Heritage Day
and described living heritage as
encompassing all dimensions
of cultural heritage, including
tangible, intangible, and natural
heritage.

Salmankhah called this day a
valuable opportunity to pro-
mote the discourse of heritage
protection and the importance
of institutionalizing a culture of
peace and heritage-love among
Iranians. Emphasizing the pow-
er of Iran’s national identity, he
said, “The theme reminds us
more than ever of the simul-
taneous importance of vitality
and protection, and that dear
Iran is not merely a static ge-
ography but the embodiment

of ‘living heritage’ — a heritage
that finds meaning in the con-
nection between ancient mon-
uments and the ongoing life of
the people. In this context, the
vast province of Gilan, with its
rare wealth of heritage — from
prehistoric caves to ancient
sites and magnificent buildings
— has a significant share in this
national capital”

He further explained emergency
response as the next component
of this year’s slogan, describing
it as an inseparable part of the
risk management cycle, stating,
“Emergency response is not
an isolated intervention but a
systemic cycle of actions with
a long-term vision that seeks to
protect humanity’s living heri-
tage in crisis situations.”
Salmankhah noted that safe-
guarding cultural heritage re-
quires public participation, for
every citizen must themselves
be a ‘heritage guardian, and
raising public awareness is the
first and strongest bulwark
against destruction and obliv-
ion.

Referring to the recent develop-
ments of the American-Israeli
war and the damage inflicted
upon 140 historical buildings
and sites across the country,
he emphasized the need to en-
hance the resilience, strength,
and safety of historical monu-
ments, as well as the govern-
ment’s efforts in preventive
measures and intelligent re-
covery management against
threats.

Salmankhah, inviting all elites,
those involved in the cultural
heritage sector and the people
of Iran, especially his fellow Gi-
lani citizens, stated, “Our her-
itage is our identity, and it is
necessary to take steps with a
new perspective and redoubled
effort to introduce and protect
these unparalleled treasures,
and to strive in their preserva-
tion.”

Khantakhti

( Iranica Desk )

A historical rock inscription has
been discovered carved into
the solid heart of Pir-e Chavush
Mountain, located near the city
of Salmas and close to the vil-
lage of Khantakhti in northwest-
ern province of West Azaraijan.
The very existence of the Khan-
takhti stone inscription stands
as a powerful testament to the
authenticity, deep-rooted histo-
ry, and cultural identity of this
region of the country.

Carved during the Sassanid era,
the inscription vividly depicts
historical events and the con-
quests achieved by Iranians at
that time. Recognized as a na-
tional heritage site, the Khan-
takhti inscription offers visitors
a fascinating glimpse into one
of the country’s most authentic
historical attractions. It symbol-
izes the glory and pride of an-
cient Persia, as the engravings
clearly represent a victory over
Roman domination.

Access to the inscription has
been made easy by the con-
struction of a staircase built
directly along the path, allow-
ing tourists to view the carving
up close and fully enjoy its im-
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mense historical significance.
According to detailed research,
the Khantakhti inscription in
Salmas dates back to the Sas-
sanid period and the third
century CE, making it approxi-
mately 1,800 years old. Numer-
ous renowned archaeologists
— including Carpenter, Flan-
ders, Coste, de Morgan, Leh-
mann, and Walter Hintz — have
studied and introduced these
remarkable rock reliefs to the
academic world.

The Romans repeatedly at-
tacked this region over the
centuries. During one such
invasion, Emperor Julianus
launched a direct assault on
Salmas and brought the city un-
der temporary Roman control.
Those who, in their writings,
referred to Salmas as “Gilia
Kamus,” meaning “land of whole
grains,” were among those who
had occupied it.

However, in one of the most
significant battles of the era,
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Ardashir I and his successor

Shapur I of the Sassanid Em-
pire decisively defeated the
Roman armies and succeeded
in conquering Armenia. The in-
valuable stone carving of Khan-
takhti in Salmas is believed to
have been created precisely to
commemorate this hard-won
victory.

The bas-relief famously depicts
the Roman Emperor Valerian
kneeling in submission before
Shapur 1. It also shows the local
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Armenian ruler offering gifts to
Ardashir and Shapur as a sign of
allegiance.

Excavations carried out in Sal-
mas link the city’s origins all
the way back to the Medes era.
During Achaemenid times, Sal-
mas was known as Zarund. Af-
ter the fall of the Arsacid (Parthi-
an) king Khosrow, and due to its
strategic position between the
rival powers of Iran and Rome,
the region eventually came un-
der Sassanid control.

The Khantakhti inscription
measures approximately two
meters in width and between
2.5 to 3.5 meters in length.
These precious carvings are lo-
cated about two meters above
ground level, and their beauty,
precision, and intricacy capture
the attention of every viewer
who sees them. The engraving
depicts both foot soldiers and
horsemen, all wearing what
appear to be crowns. Their
clothing closely resembles that
which was typical of the reign
of Ardashir, the founder of the
Sassanid dynasty.

It is widely believed that the
horseman on the left is Ardashir
I, and the one on the right is
Shapur [ — both powerful kings
who achieved magnificent vic-
tories over the Romans during
their respective reigns.

This bas-relief belongs to the
third century CE and the royal
period of the Sassanid dynasty.
Present-day Salmas was, during
the Parthian era, a buffer zone
between Iran and the Roman
Empire, later becoming a major
site of military conflict between
the two superpowers of the
time: the Sassanid Persian Em-
pire and the Roman Empire.



