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Qaleh Bala village makes third bid for UNWTO list

Iranica Desk )

The historic village of Qaleh
Bala, located 21 kilometers
from the town of Beyarjomand
in eastern Shahroud, Semnan
Province, is recognized as one
of Iran’s most significant natu-
ral and cultural tourism desti-
nations thanks to its terraced
architecture, valuable historical
fabric, and proximity to the pro-
tected Turan region.

The village has been nominated
twice before for world heritage
listing but was rejected each
time due to weak documenta-
tion and deficiencies in its dos-
sier. Now, for the third and final
time, the village has been nom-
inated for inclusion in the “Best
Tourism Villages” list of the
World Tourism Organization
(unwto), with all deficiencies
addressed, targeted planning
in place, and support from
various sectors, according to
IRNA.

The head of Cultural Her-

itage, Tourism, and Hand-

icrafts Department of

Shahroud stated that regis-
tering Qaleh Bala on the UN-
WTO’s global list plays an im-
portant role in boosting tourism
and the economy of Semnan
Province, and that every effort
is being made to achieve this
goal.

Seyyed Sadegh Razavian added
that the global registration of
Qaleh Bala is a cross-sectoral
matter requiring collective sup-
port. Accordingly, he expressed
hope that various executive
bodies would cooperate more
than ever by fulfilling their du-
ties.

He explained that the village
is moving toward global reg-
istration by holding 20 events
in various social, cultural, edu-
cational, and community spirit
fields, documenting the cus-
toms and traditions of the res-
idents, and focusing on visual
beautification grounded in his-
torical identity, natural assets,
and environmental features.
According to reports, the eval-
uation of dossiers for villages

nominated for global registra-
tion and the announcement of
results will take until early au-
tumn 2026.

Razavian added that the vil-
lage’s historical fabric and
terraced structure, women'’s
participation in rural activities
such as handicrafts, the village’s
geographical position as the
gateway to the Turan Biosphere
Reserve — the only breeding
ground of the Asiatic cheetah
in the world — collective par-
ticipation in wildlife protection,
and the tradition of offering
fodder as a religious vow for
feeding wildlife are among the
reasons for Qaleh Bala’s nomi-
nation.

An artistic and meaningful mon-
ument has been installed as a

comprehensive symbol
of the identity, nature, and
distinctive architecture of
Qaleh Bala. The aim is to high-
light the unique capacities of
this tourist village as it pursues
global registration.
Razavian explained that the
metal structure of the monu-
ment is an intelligent combina-
tion of key elements, including
the Podoces pleskei known as
Zagh-e Boor, an endemic spe-
cies to the region, and the Asi-
atic cheetah, as symbols of the
area’s rich biodiversity.
He reminded that the Asiatic
cheetah is an endangered spe-
cies and a symbol of valuable
wildlife in the Khar Turan Bio-
sphere Reserve and Qaleh Bala.
The design and installation of
the village monument, drawing
on this asset, not only signifi-
cantly increases visual appeal
and creates a landmark for
tourists but also sends a clear
message to the world about

the determination of residents
and officials to protect and in-
troduce the natural and cultural
heritage of this region.
Razavian stated that the instal-
lation of the monument is very
important for public awareness
and preparing the necessary in-
frastructure for the global reg-
istration process of the village.
Referring to the installation of
wooden signage for facades in
the tourist village, he added that
wooden directional signs were
designed and installed to improve
tourist guidance and strengthen
the village’s visual identity.

He added that these signs were
installed along the routes to
eco-lodges, natural attractions,
and scenic spots in the village,
and will aid the global regis-
tration process by enhancing
the quality of the landscape,
infrastructure, and visitor ex-
perience.

Regarding the installation of
alley name signs featuring
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the Zagh-e Boor, and the Asi-
atic cheetah, he said that the
construction and installation
of new alley name signs were
carried out with the aim of en-
vironmental identity-building
and promoting a culture of na-
ture conservation.

According to Razavian, featur-
ing these two valuable species
on the village signs reflects the
attention and commitment of
Qaleh Bala’s residents to pro-
tecting wildlife and the local
ecosystem. The village, known
as a “wildlife-friendly village,”
has always strived through ac-
tive participation to safeguard
nature and the unique species
of Turan National Park.

He noted that the installation of
alley name signs, as part of the
global registration process, en-
hances the village’s visual beau-
ty and serves as a reminder of
the importance of peaceful co-
existence between humans and
nature.

Razavian emphasized that keep-
ing ancient traditions alive and
showecasing the region’s local
culture plays an important role
in earning points for the global
registration of Qaleh Bala. The
women of the village adorn the
thirsty earth in the hope of rain
during this traditional ceremo-
ny.

Referring to efforts to keep
culture alive in the heart of the
desert, he said that a children’s
library was established in 2025
in Qaleh Bala with the participa-
tion of culture-loving residents,
active women, children, and
adolescents. This cultural ini-
tiative aligns with the planning
for the village’s global registra-
tion and sustainable tourism
development. The role of moth-
ers and women in preparing
cultural programs, as well as
children’s performances and
recitations, showcased a mani-
festation of social sustainability
and cultural solidarity within
the local community.

Razavian stated that the launch
of the children’s library is an
important step in raising the
cultural and educational level of
the village’s children and plays
a key role in the path toward
sustainable tourism develop-
ment and global registration.
The social participation of res-
idents, especially women and
children, can be a valuable asset
for preserving cultural heritage
and introducing the village’s
tourism capacities.

He also mentioned the revival
of silk weaving and the opening
of a handicrafts house in one of
the village’s historic homes as
other efforts and groundwork
for the global registration of Qa-
leh Bala and the development of
sustainable tourism.

Referring to efforts to restore
historical buildings in the vil-
lage, Razavian noted that the
Qaleh Bala watermill, which for
years was part of the village’s
historical identity and tradi-
tional architecture, has been
restored as part of the effort to
protect this valuable regional
heritage.

Major museum expansion wraps up in West Azarbaijan Province

( Iranica Desk )

The Director General of Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism, and Hand-
icrafts Organization of West
Azarbaijan Province has an-
nounced the completion of the
Urmia Archaeological Museum,
described as the second richest
museum in the country.
Speaking to IRNA, Morteza Sa-
fari added that the Urmia Ar-
chaeological Museum is among
the priority projects of the prov-
ince’s cultural heritage, tourism,
and handicrafts sector.

He continued that the museum
currently covers an area of 600
square meters, which will ex-
pand to approximately 1,800
square meters upon completion
of the project.

Safari added that with the im-
plementation of this plan, the
development space of the Ur-
mia Archaeological Museum
will reach 2,000 square meters,
and the necessary space for dis-
playing museum artifacts will
be provided.

He stated that the museum’s de-
velopment plan is being carried
out following expert studies, en-
suring that the new floor added
to the old building imposes no
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load on it, with all safety prin-
ciples and required standards
being taken into account.
Safari noted that the museum
was originally built in 1967
(1346 Persian calendar), and no se-
rious development project had
been carried out for it since
then. Moreover, only 10 per-
cent or even less of the existing
space was available for display-
ing artifacts.

He added that the museum
houses a large number of arti-
facts, which prompted the ini-
tiation of a new development

plan to expand the museum
and create adequate space
to display them, allowing the
public to visit and become
familiar with these historical
objects.

Safari said that the completion
of this complex will enable the
display of many more historical
artifacts that, due to space con-
straints in previous years, had
been kept in storage and could
not be exhibited. QR codes have
also been defined for the muse-
um'’s artifacts.

He reminded that the devel-

opment project of the Urmia
Archaeological Museum is one
of the largest cultural heri-
tage, tourism, and handicrafts
projects in West Azarbaijan,
which includes not only the
expansion but also the rein-
forcement of the old museum
building.

The Urmia Archaeological Mu-
seum, with 57 years of history,
is considered one of the richest
museums in the country, con-
necting visitors to the lifestyle
of ancient peoples from the
early Neolithic period and the
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first human settlements in the
Middle East.

The museum holds 25,000 his-
torical and cultural artifacts,
including a variety of stone, pot-
tery, and metal objects from the
early Neolithic to the late Qajar
period, as well as a collection of
stone tools dating back to the 7th
millennium BCE, discovered from
the ancient hill of Ahranjan in Sal-
mas and Jalbar Hill in Nagadeh,
which are on public display.

Part of the museum hall is ded-
icated to Islamic-era artifacts
from the early Islamic centu-

ries to the Qajar period, includ-
ing various glazed pottery and
Seljuk-era brass vessels, Ilkha-
nid golden ceramics and tiles,
glazed pottery vessels from the
12th century CE, along with
coins from early Islam to the
Qajar period displayed in other
sections. Three-thousand-year-
old glazed bricks, silver coins,
and Sassanid glass vessels are
among other unique features of
the historical museum of Urmia.
Three large stone inscriptions
from the Urartian period, writ-
ten in Urartian cuneiform, are
among the museum’s unparal-
leled artifacts.

Rare manuscripts from the
Ilkhanid to Qajar periods, along
with works by famous calligra-
phers of the Islamic world such
as Ahmad Neyrizi and Naini,
form another part of this rich
national treasure.

Given the high number of his-
torical artifacts, this cultural
site is the second richest muse-
um in the country.

Bone and stone tools, glazed
tiles, and bricks from Qalaichi
Hill are among other unique
artifacts from the early Islamic
to Qajar periods housed in this
museum.



