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Qalibaf says Iran will not negotiate under
‘shadow of threats’

Tehran poised to reveal ‘new cards’ on battlefield

( International Desk )

No decision has been made so far for the
second round of talks between Iran and
the United States in Pakistan as Iran un-
derlines that it will not negotiate under
the shadow of threats.

Despite the US claims in recent days that
Tehran has accepted to take part in the
second round of talks, Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf said
that Iran will not accept negotiations with
Washington under the shadow of threats.
In a post on his X handle early on Tues-
day, Qalibaf denounced US President
Donald Trump for acting on a delusion.
His remarks came in response to contin-
ued US ceasefire violations of the cease-
fire deal reached two weeks ago, includ-
ing a naval blockade and an attack on
an Iranian merchant vessel in the Sea of
Oman on Sunday.

"Trump, by imposing a blockade and vi-
olating the ceasefire, wants - in his own
delusion - to turn the negotiating table
into a table of surrender or to justify re-
newed warmongering," the top lawmaker
and lead negotiator said.

Qalibaf made it clear that pressure tactics
will not yield results at the negotiating ta-

ble.

"We do not accept negotiations under
the shadow of threats,"” he said. "Over the
past two weeks, we have prepared our-
selves to reveal new cards on the battle-
field."

US ceasefire violations

The remarks came as the next round of
talks between Tehran and Washington
were shrouded in uncertainty following
renewed American aggression at sea, af-
ter the US Navy violated the ceasefire by
targeting an Iranian merchant vessel in
the Sea of Oman.

The Iranian military described the inci-
dent as a breach of maritime conduct and
reiterated that its response posture re-
mains active, while stressing confidence
in national capabilities.

Earlier on Monday, President Masoud
Pezeshkian rejected US threats as pres-
sure tactics, saying Iran will not submit
to coercion, even as Washington contin-
ued to float military and diplomatic ulti-
matums.

According to reports in US media, the
American delegation was scheduled to
fly to Islamabad on Tuesday for the next
round of talks with the Iranian delega-

tion.

“We’re offering a very fair and reasonable
deal, and I hope they take it because, if
they don’t, the United States is going to
knock out every single power plant, and
every single bridge, in Iran,” Trump wrote
on his social media pages.

Trump’s threats

The US president reiterated its threats
against Iran on Tuesday, saying that the
US military has used the ceasefire period
to restock on equipment and is ready to
resume attacks against Iran if he orders
them.

“We’re loaded up,” Trump told CNBC. “We
have so much ammo, so much of every-
thing. ... We’ve used this to restock, and
they probably have done a little bit of
restocking.

“We're ready to go. The military is raring
to go.”

He added that he does not want to extend
the ceasefire, which is due to expire on
Wednesday.

“We don’t have that much time,” he said.
“Iran can get themselves on very good
footing if they make a deal,” he said,
claiming that Iranian officials have “no
choice” but to negotiate.

Security personnel stand guard at a checkpoint near the Serena Hotel at the Red Zone area in Islamabad
on April 21, 2026, amid heightened security measures ahead of anticipated US-Iran peace talks.
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The war of aggression by the US and Is-
rael was launched on February 28 with
the assassination of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, top military commanders, and
ordinary civilians, including nearly 170
schoolchildren in southern Iran's Minab
city.

After 40 days of aggression, the US agreed

to Iran's ten-point proposal, which paved
the way for talks between Iran and the US
under Pakistani mediation in Islamabad.
The first round of talks in Islamabad
failed to produce an agreement, with
Iranian officials blaming the US side for
putting forward excessive demands and
shifting its position at the negotiating
table.

Iranian oil tanker enters national waters

( International Desk )

The Iranian oil tanker Sili City entered
Iran’s territorial waters on Monday night
after crossing the Arabian Sea, with op-
erational support from Iran’s Navy, the
Army announced.

“Despite multiple warnings and threats
from the naval group of the US Army, the
Iranian tanker crossed the Arabian Sea
under full security and with operational
support from the Iranian Navy, entered
Iranian territorial waters last night,” the

in disregard of US blockade

Public Relations of Iran’s Army said in a
statement on Tuesday.

It added that the tanker has been an-
chored for several hours at one of the
southern ports of Iran.

The development comes as the US has
imposed a so-called "blockade" on Iranian
ports since last week in breach of the two-
week ceasefire which began on April 8.
On Monday, the US military seized an Ira-
nian container ship in the waters of the
Sea of Oman. The US military deployed
its forces onto the ship’s deck and dis-

abled its navigation systems.

According to Iran’s military, the Armed
Forces were ready to deal decisively with
the American aggressor forces.

However, due to the presence of several
family members of the ship’s crew —
whose lives and safety were at constant
risk — they faced certain limitations.
The military added that as soon as the
safety of the families and crew of the ves-
sel was assured, Iran’s powerful armed
forces would take the necessary action
against the terrorist US Army.

The US Department of Defense also said
on Tuesday US forces have boarded an oil
tanker previously sanctioned for carrying
Iranian crude oil in Asia.

In a social media post, the Pentagon said
the US forces “conducted a right-of-visit
maritime interdiction” and boarded the
M/T Tifani “without incident.”
Ship-tracking data showed the Tifani
was carrying oil in the Indian Ocean on
Tuesday between Sri Lanka and Indone-
sia. The Pentagon described the Tifani
as “stateless” despite it being a Botswa-
na-flagged vessel. The announcement
did not say precisely where or what time
Tuesday the ship was boarded.
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Armed Forces not to allow Trump to skew
battlefield realities: Top military command

( International Desk )

Iran's highest operational command unit
said the Islamic Republic's Armed Forces
enjoy the upper hand in the face of the
adversaries, and, therefore, do not let US
President Donald Trump misrepresent
the conditions governing the battlefield.
Major General Ali Abdollahi, commander
of Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquar-
ters, which is responsible for coordinat-
ing operations between the country's
Army and the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC), made the remarks in a state-
ment on Tuesday, Press TV reported.
"Holding the upper hand, the Armed
Forces do not allow the lying and delu-
sional president of the United States to
exploit the situation or fabricate false
narratives about conditions on the
ground, particularly regarding the man-
agement and control of the Strait of Hor-
muz, during periods of silence in military
confrontation,” he said.

The remarks came after successive claims
made by Trump concerning the state of
affairs in the strategic waterway follow-
ing his announcement of a short-term
ceasefire.

The claims saw Trump take to his Truth
Social platform, alleging that Iran had
"agreed to never close the Strait of Hor-

Ali Abdollahi

muz again." He also claimed that the Unit-
ed States' "naval blockade will remain in
full force and effect as it pertains to Iran,
only, until such time as our transaction
with Iran is 100% complete." Trump ad-
ditionally said that ceasefire negotiations
"should go very quickly in that most of
the points are already negotiated."
Iranian officials have, however, cate-
gorically dismissed all such claims. The
Islamic Republic even moved swiftly to
close the chokehold to all traffic after
Trump announced continuation of the
blockade. Tehran has also refused to re-
join negotiations with Washington as
long as the latter would not abandon its
pressure tactics.

The commander, meanwhile, asserted
that the Armed Forces "will duly respond
to any breach of commitments” on the
part of the adversaries.
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