
Iran Daily  Wednesday, April 29, 20264 Deep Dive
Trump Overestimates Naval Pressure’s Efficacy on Iran

IRAN DAILY: Dr. Ebrahimi, in 
light of the current situation 
in the Strait of Hormuz and the 
imposition of a sort of maritime 
blockade by the US, does it ap-
pear that the adversary seeks, 
through this means, to constrict 
the economic arena for Iran?
EBRAHIMI: The truth is that 
perceiving Iran solely within the 
framework of a maritime block-
ade represents is incomplete. 
Iran, from long ago, due to its 
strategic position, has perpetu-
ally been exposed to greed and 
threats, both economically and 
militarily. Historically, from the 
Arab conquest to the invasion 
of Alexander of Macedonia, this 
territory has been an object of 
attention because of its abun-
dant resources, verdure, and dis-
tinctive geographical location.
Within our territory, diverse 
products are cultivated, and nu-
merous mineral resources are 
extractable. All these matters 
have caused the greedy powers 
across the globe to cast covetous 
glances toward Iran. During the 
Qajar period, as a consequence 
of negligence, portions of Azer-
baijan were severed from us (sub-
sequent to the Treaty of Turkmenchay). 
The same occurrence trans-
pired concerning Afghanistan. 
These were all territories of 
the Iranian Plateau. The Iranian 
Plateau possessed an expanse of 
2,648,760 square kilometers, of 
which, due to these very incom-
petencies of the dynasties of that 
era and foreign aggressions, we 
lost one million square kilome-
ters.

The recent war, too, was waged, 
to some extent, under the pre-
text of and in covetousness of 
our oil and other strategic and 
advantageous interests and ben-
efits, and, ultimately, the adver-
sary has resorted to a maritime 
blockade.
However, Iran is not a nation 
with only one resource, so if, for 
example, our oil sales are ob-
structed or the entry of goods 
into our ports is prevented, we 
would not experience a crisis in 

terms of revenue and the provi-
sion of necessities. Every part of 
Iran possesses its own diverse 
products, and we possess nu-
merous pathways for trade. Iran 
is a country with climatic diver-
sity, abundant mineral resourc-
es, and fertile lands. Therefore, 
even if a portion of oil revenues 
is restricted, this does not signi-
fy economic collapse.

So, does Iran even constitute 
a country susceptible to en-

circlement?
As I’ve said, Iran, due to its vast-
ness and abundant resources, 
possesses numerous products 
that are extractable and produc-
ible during different seasons of 
the year. On the other hand, be-
cause of its extensive maritime 
and terrestrial boundaries and 
numerous neighbors, Iran is not 
susceptible to encirclement. Nu-
merous alternative transit and 
transport capacities exist for us.
Observe, if you will: from the 

Persian Gulf or Bandar Gavater 
in southeastern Iran (a port along 
our border with Pakistan), then the 
borders of Afghanistan to the 
east, the Central Asian coun-
tries to the north, the Caspian 
Sea above which lies Russia, 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the 
northwest, and Turkey and Iraq 
to the west, we possess a mul-
titude of neighbors and numer-
ous, extensive borders. Many 
of these countries maintain ex-
tensive commercial exchanges 
with us, serving either as trade 
destinations or as hub for the 
procurement and distribution 
of goods. These countries open 
our trade pathways to Europe, 
vast regions of the East, Cen-
tral Asian countries, China, and 
even Africa. Iran’s borders with 
its neighbors are, in truth, where 
both Iran’s economy and its 
neighbors’ economies depend 
on, and they do not permit ad-
versaries to impose an economic 
blockade.

What is the role of the south-
ern seas and the Indian Ocean 
in Iran’s commerce, and what 
portion of this sector’s trade 
is allocated to essential com-
modities? Is this portion re-
placeable?
The majority of Iran’s exports 
through its southern ports (Imam 
Khomeini Port, Bushehr Port, Bandar 
Abbas, Jask Port, Bandar Lengeh, etc.), 
consist of condensates or, so to 
speak, extractions derived from 
petroleum products; that is, 
mostly oil, gas, materials extract-
ed from oil and gas, and petro-
chemical substances. A blockade 
does exert an effect upon trade 
in this sector, particularly given 
that some of our petrochemical 
production centers have also 
sustained damage. Of course, re-
ports indicate that a number of 
our oil tankers continue to pro-
ceed toward other nations, such 
as China and India, unimpeded.
On the other hand, the Iranian 
government has announced 
that, concerning essential com-
modities, our necessities are 
stockpiled for months, and 
the remaining needs we can 
meet through our neighbors. 
Even now, with Turkey, which 
is a very good trade partner of 
ours, we possess preferential 
trade agreements that can be 
expanded to encompass ad-
ditional goods. We could even 
import petrochemical materi-
als and other substances via 
Turkey, because this neighbor, 
via terrestrial routes and the 
Mediterranean Sea, maintains 
close commercial connections 
with every country in Europe. 
We have encountered no re-
strictions in the importation of 
foodstuffs, pharmaceuticals, and 
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These days, the presence of United States naval warships in the vicinity of the Sea of Oman, along with the imposition of a 
maritime blockade against Iran, is an endeavor to restrict Iran’s access to global trade routes and to engender disruptions 
in supply chains, particularly within the sphere of oil sales revenues; a stratagem that seeks to amplify economic pressure 
on the country.
In recent years, concurrently with the intensification of geopolitical transformations and the escalation of tensions within strategic waterways, the 
concept of a “maritime blockade” has once again metamorphosed into one of the paramount instruments within international equations. Experiences 

such as the United States’ action in imposing restrictions upon the oil exports of certain nations indicate that such policies may, in the short term, exert an influence upon the flow of commerce and energy 
exports.
Nevertheless, the fundamental inquiry is whether Iran, endowed with a strategic position, extensive terrestrial and maritime frontiers, and numerous adjacent nations, is, in principle, a country susceptible 
to encirclement? And, should such conditions persist, what alternative passages and capacities does it possess for the continuation of commerce, the provision of public necessities, and the preservation 
of foreign currency revenue streams?
The following exclusive interview, conducted by Iran Daily with Jalal Ebrahimi, the president of Iran-Turkey Commercial Council, scrutinizes the extent to which Iran is vulnerable to such pressures and 
what passages it possesses to navigate through these circumstances.
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Iran is not a nation 
with only one 
resource, so if, for 
example, our oil 
sales are obstructed 
or the entry of 
goods into our 
ports is prevented, 
we would not 
experience a crisis 
in terms of revenue 
and the provision 
of necessities. 
Every part of Iran 
possesses its own 
diverse products, 
and we possess 
numerous pathways 
for trade. Iran is a 
country with climatic 
diversity, abundant 
mineral resources, 
and fertile lands. 
Therefore, even 
if a portion of 
oil revenues is 
restricted, this does 
not signify economic 
collapse.

The screengrab of a video posted by US Central Command (CENTCOM) shows a US Navy destroyer warning and then firing on an Iranian-flagged cargo ship in the Arabian Sea on April 
19, 2026.
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The map shows Iran’s highway routes and border crossings as of 2018.
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