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Iran proposes 30-day plan to end war,
rejects extended ceasefire
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IRGC: Trump has to choose between
‘impossible’ war or ‘bad deal’

The ball is in the United States’ court, deputy FM says
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A speedboat of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps sails near a cargo ship as Iran seizes two vessels at the Strait of Hormuz on April 21, 2026.
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US war on Iran faces fragile,
contested political backing

I N T E R V I E W
E X C L U S | V E

The war launched by the administration of Donald Trump
against Iran has not only run into opposition from military
and intelligence officials, but has also been met with grow-
ing public dissent. This has called the political legitimacy
of the decision into question. Mehdi Paknia, an expert on
US affairs, told Iran Daily that although
this situation does not necessarily indi-
cate a total lack of legitimacy, it suggests
the political and social backing for the
move was fragile and contested from
the outset. Under such conditions, the
longer or more costly the war becomes,
the more these legitimacy gaps are likely
to come to the fore and turn into a source

of political pressure on the government.

Mehdi Paknia

IRAN DAILY: According to polls, the Trump administra-
tion’s war against Iran has been described as the most
unpopular military intervention in US history, with pub-
lic opposition rising to over 60% in a short period. What
factors have driven such widespread opposition in public
opinion?

PAKNIA: The broad public opposition should be understood
as the result of several factors unfolding simultaneously. First,
the threat narrative has failed to convince; when society does
not see a clear link between military action and an immedi-
ate threat to national security, doubt and distrust quickly set
in. Second, the costly legacy of prolonged wars in the Middle
East has generated a kind of strategic fatigue within American
society, heightening public sensitivity to any new conflict in
the same region. Alongside these factors, concerns over eco-
nomic and human costs—especially at a time when domestic
priorities have taken center stage—have played a significant
role in shaping opposition. Finally, the deep polarization of the
domestic political environment has meant that major national
security decisions are less likely to be viewed through the lens
of national consensus and more as subjects of political contes-
tation between the Democratic and Republican parties. Taken
together;, these dynamics have caused social opposition to the
war not only to build up quickly, but also to reach a broad scale.
During the war, several senior military and security
officials were dismissed or resigned, and reports also
emerged of sharp disagreements within the Pentagon—
apparently over the assessment that “Iran did not con-
stitute an immediate threat to the United States” or over
how the war should be conducted on the ground. How are
these divisions within the US decision-making structure
interpreted?

These divisions should rather be seen as a sign of the absence
of genuine consensus at both the intelligence and strategic lev-
els. When serious disagreements emerge within the Pentagon
and security institutions over the nature of the threat, its urgen-
cy, and even the conduct of operations, it indicates that the war
was not launched on the basis of a coherent assessment, but
rather in an atmosphere marked by doubt and fragmentation.
In such a context, dismissals and resignations are not mere-
ly administrative side issues; they serve as clear indicators of
tension between the political will of the White House and the
professional assessments of military and intelligence bodies.
From this perspective, the issue was not limited to disagree-
ments over battlefield tactics; rather; it is

believed that there was no consensus even Page2 >
on the fundamental necessity of the war. If parts of the security
establishment held that Iran did not pose an immediate threat
to the United States, this suggests that the very foundation used
to legitimize the war was contested from the outset.
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Iran proposes 30-day plan to end war,
rejects extended ceasefire

( International Desk )

Iran’s latest 14-point proposal to the
United States calls for issues between
the two countries to be resolved within
30 days and aims to end the war rather
than extend the ceasefire.

On Thursday, Iran delivered a new pro-
posal for peace talks with the US via
mediator Pakistan, with negotiations
between the two sides frozen despite
a weeks-long ceasefire.

United States President Donald Trump
has said he is reviewing Iran’s 14-point
proposal, while warning that Washing-
ton could restart air strikes if Tehran
“misbehaves.”

Issues such as guarantees of non-ag-
gression, withdrawal of US military
forces from the areas surrounding
Iran, lifting the naval blockade, release
of Iran’s frozen assets, payment of com-
pensation to Tehran for war damage,
removal of sanctions, and ending the
war on all fronts, including Lebanon, as
well as a new mechanism for the Strait

of Hormuz, are also among the topics
included in the Iran’s proposal.

Also on Sunday, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi continued its con-
sultations with his counterparts over
efforts to put an end to the US-Israeli
aggression against Iran and secure
peace in the region.

Araghchi held separate talks with Ger-
man Foreign Minister Johann Wade-
phul and Oman’s top diplomat Sayyid
Badr Hamad Al Busaidi, during which
they discussed developments in the
region as well as Iran’s latest initiative
handed over the mediator Pakistan to
resolve regional tensions caused by the
recent US-Israeli aggression against
Iran.

Speaking to reporters in Florida before
boarding Air Force One on Saturday,
Trump confirmed that he had been
briefed on the “concept of the deal”
Despite the diplomatic opening, the US
president struck a characteristically
blunt tone regarding the possibility of
renewed hostilities, which have been

REUTERS

paused since the announcement of a
ceasefire between the sides on April 7.
“If they do something bad, there is a
possibility it could happen,” Trump
said when asked if strikes would re-
sume.

The war, launched by the US and Isra-
el with a vast wave of surprise strikes
on February 28 has been on hold since
April 8, but only one failed round of
direct talks has taken place between
Iranian and US representatives.

In the meantime, Iran has maintained
its stranglehold on the Strait of Hor-
muz while the United States has im-
posed a counterblockade on Iranian
ports.

The Wall Street Journal reported on
Thursday that Trump had told security

officials to prepare for the blockade to
last months, causing oil prices to spike.
Since the failure of the first round of
the negotiations in Pakistan, regional
countries have been trying to get the
US and Iran to the second round of ne-
gotiations.

Iran refused to participate in the sec-

ond round due to the US violation of a
Pakistan-brokered ceasefire by impos-
ing a blockade on Iran’s ports.

Iranian officials have also blamed the
US side for putting forward excessive
demands and shifting its position at
the negotiating table for the failure of
the first negotiations.

IRGC: Trump has to choose between
‘impossible’ war or ‘bad deal’

( International Desk )

Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) on Sunday said the
United States faced a choice be-
tween an "impossible” military op-
eration or a "bad deal" with Tehran,
after President Donald Trump said
the US is reviewing Iran's latest
peace proposal.

"Iran sets Pentagon a blockade
deadline; China, Russia, Europe
shift tone against Washington;
Trump’s passive letter to Con-
gress; acceptance of Iran’s negoti-
ating terms; there is only one way
to read this: Trump must choose
between ‘an impossible military
operation or a bad deal with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran,” the IRGC’s
Intelligence Organization made the
announcement in an X post.

"The room for US decision-making
has narrowed," the IRGC said.
Negotiations between the two
countries have been deadlocked
since a ceasefire came into effect
on April 8, with only one round of
direct peace talks held so far.

IRNA reported on Thursday that
Tehran had submitted a 14-point
proposal to mediator Pakistan.
Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi told foreign diplomats

i

MORTEZA NIKOUBAZL/NURPHOTO

in Tehran on Saturday that, "The
ball is in the United States' court to
choose the path of diplomacy or the
continuation of a confrontational
approach.”

Iran, he said, was "prepared for
both paths."

Gharibabadi said that Iran is fully
and resolutely prepared to repel
any renewed act of aggression
against the country, although it also
believes in interest-based diploma-
cy to resolve existing issues.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
submitted its plan to Pakistan as
the mediator with the aim of per-
manently ending the imposed war,
and now the ball is in the US court
to choose between a diplomatic
solution or a continuation of the
confrontational approach,” he said.
The diplomat said, however, that
Iran has always approached talks
with the US with a sense of distrust

because of Washington's track re-
cord in previous rounds of negoti-
ations.

Iran and the US held a first round
of talks in Islamabad on April 11,
days after Pakistan mediated a
ceasefire to allow a halt to the 40-
day US-Israeli aggression against
the country.

The unprovoked US-Israeli aggres-
sion on Iran began on February 28
with airstrikes that assassinated
senior Iranian officials and com-
manders.

The Iranian armed forces un-
leashed 100 waves of successful
retaliatory strikes against sensitive
and strategic American and Israeli
targets throughout the region.
They also blocked the Strait of Hor-
muz to oil and gas tankers affiliated
with the enemies and those coop-
erating with them in an attempt
to maintain security at the critical
waterway.

On April 8, forty days into the war,
an Islamabad-brokered temporary
ceasefire went into effect but the
first round of Tehran-Washing-
ton negotiations failed to reach an
agreement.

Trump unilaterally extended the
truce, but imposed an inhumane
“naval blockade” against Iran.

USwaronlran...

Therefore, these divisions can be seen
as serious evidence that, prior to the
outbreak of war,

Page1 > there was neither a
complete intelligence consensus nor
a clear strategy regarding objectives,
costs, and the endgame of the conflict.

Democratic rivals of the Trump ad-
ministration made several attempts
in Congress to limit the president’s
war powers, yet each effort failed
due to opposition from Trump’s fel-
low Republicans. What explains this?
The failure of Democratic efforts to
limit presidential war powers should
be seen as a combination of political
calculation and institutional consid-
erations. On one hand, Republicans
aligned with Trump were unwilling
to display signs of division or weaken
their political leadership in the midst
of a crisis; therefore, opposition to
limiting measures was less about the
“nature of the war” and more a po-

litical response aimed at preserving
party cohesion and supporting the
president. On a deeper level, segments
of the US power structure are reluc-
tant to see the president’s authority
as commander-in-chief curtailed, as
these powers are considered part of
the traditional flexibility embedded in
US foreign and military policy. As such,
Republican opposition was not only
politically motivated, but also partly
rooted in defending the institutional
balance of power within the American
political system.

What impact does this situation have
on the political legitimacy of the
White House’s decision? Can it be
said that this war has faced a domes-
tic legitimacy crisis from the outset?
Overall, these developments—from
widespread public opposition to divi-
sions within security institutions and
clashes in Congress—have inevitably
had a significant impact on the polit-

ical legitimacy of the White House’s
decisions. In the US political system,
the legitimacy of military action is not
confined to the executive branch alone;
it largely depends on the level of con-
sensus across public opinion, higher
institutions, and the broader politi-
cal structure. When such consensus
fails to materialize, a decision to go to
war—even if legally within presiden-
tial authority—will face serious do-
mestic doubts. From this perspective,
such a war can be seen as having en-
countered a form of internal challenge
or erosion from the very beginning. In
other words, this does not necessarily
imply a complete absence of legitima-
cy, but rather indicates that its politi-
cal and social backing has been fragile
and contested. Under these conditions,
the longer or more costly the war be-
comes, the more these legitimacy gaps
are likely to play out and turn into a
source of political pressure on the gov-
ernment.

Leader’s aide warns US carriers,
says graveyard ready for ‘pirates’

A senior advisor to Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei said the United States is the
“only pirate in the world that possesses
aircraft carriers,” warning that such carri-
ers will face destruction if tensions escalate.
Mohsen Rezaei, a former chief command-
er of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), said in an X post on Sunday that
Iran’s ability to confront “pirates” is no less
than its ability to “sink warships.”
“Prepare to face a graveyard of your car-
riers and forces, just as the wreckage of
your aircraft was left behind in Isfahan,” he
wrote.

It came after US President Donald Trump
unabashedly admitted that the US Navy is
acting “like pirates” in carrying out Wash-
ington’s naval blockade of Iranian ports.
“We took over the ship, we took over the
cargo, we took over the oil. It is a very prof-
itable business ... We are like pirates. We
are sort of like pirates but we are not play-
ing games,” Trump said on Friday, while
describing the seizure of an Iranian ship by
US naval forces a few days earlier:

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baqaei said Trump’s boast was “no
verbal slip” but “a direct and damning ad-
mission of the criminal nature of their ac-
tions against international maritime navi-
gation.”

The US-Israeli aggression against Iran be-
gan on February 28 with airstrikes that as-
sassinated senior Iranian officials and com-
manders, including Leader of the Islamic

Mohsen Rezaei |
MEHR

Republic Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.
The Iranian armed forces responded by
launching daily missile and drone opera-
tions targeting locations in the Israeli-occu-
pied territories as well as US military bases
and assets across the region.
Furthermore, Iran retaliated against the
strikes by closing the Strait of Hormuz,
which resulted in a significant increase in
oil prices and its by-products.

On April 8, forty days into the war, a Pa-
kistan-brokered temporary ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the US took effect.
Negotiations ensued in Islamabad but
stopped short of an agreement amid Wash-
ington’s maximalist demands and insis-
tence on unreasonable positions.

Since then, Trump has offered shifting
timelines and goals for the war, which re-
mains extremely unpopular in the US.

He has faced widespread condemnation
over his comments on the aggression, in-
cluding when he threatened to destroy

Iran’s “entire civilization.”

CARTOON

Sfay cleh '
He utterly |

put us to



+

Iran Daily = Monday, May 04, 2026

Economy 9
Domestic

CBI vows no shortages, tighter liquidity
control as inflation surges

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s Central Bank (cBI) governor
Abdolnasser Hemmati said the
government has taken necessary
measures to ensure the supply of
essential goods and medicines,
stressing that no shortages are
expected, state media reported
on Sunday.

According to IRNA, Hemmati told
a meeting with members of Par-
liament’s Article 90 Committee,
a constitutional oversight body
that reviews complaints against
state institutions, that authori-
ties had mobilized all available
resources to maintain stable ac-
cess to basic commodities and
pharmaceuticals.

He also underscored stricter
oversight of the banking system,
saying the Central Bank of Iran
would not allow banks to engage
in overdraft practices under any
circumstances.

“Controlling liquidity growth is a
necessity today,” he said, adding
that the CBI is working daily to

curb liquidity expansion in line
with its primary mandate of con-
taining inflation.

Data from the Statistical Center
of Iran (sc1) showed inflationary
pressures intensifying. The coun-
try’s consumer price index (CpI)
rose sharply in the first month of
the Iranian year starting March
21, with annual inflation reach-
ing 53.7%.

The CPI for Iranian households
stood at 569.3, marking a 5.0%
increase from the previous
month and a 73.5% rise com-
pared with the same month a
year earlier, the data showed.
Hemmati also said foreign cur-
rency allocation is being car-
ried out under a structured
plan aligned with the country’s
priorities, emphasizing targeted
management of Iran’s foreign ex-
change needs.

Meanwhile, Iran’s national cur-
rency has fallen to record lows
amid mounting economic pres-
sure. The rial weakened beyond
1.85 million per US dollar on the

open market on Sunday, com-
pared with about 1.54 million
earlier in the week and around
811,000 a year ago.

The sharp depreciation high-
lights growing strain on the econ-
omy, already grappling with high
inflation and Western sanctions.
The country remains under
wartime conditions following a
recent conflict. Tehran and the
United States agreed to a tempo-
rary ceasefire on April 8 through
Pakistani mediation, though ten-
sions persist.

Washington imposed a naval
blockade on April 13 targeting
vessels entering or leaving Ira-
nian waters, later extending the
measure to all Iranian-flagged
ships on the high seas. Under
new measures announced by
Tehran, only pre-authorized
commercial vessels are permit-
ted to transit the Strait of Hor-
muz, while ships linked to the
United States, Israel and other
“hostile states” are barred from
passage.

Iran shifts trade to alternative ports
as UAE's Jebel Ali stalls

Iran is redirecting cargo
and logistics operations
to ports in Pakistan, India
and Oman after activi-
ties at the United Arab
Emirates' Jebel Ali port
stopped amid wartime
conditions, the head of
Iran's Shipping Associa-
tion said on Sunday.
Masoud Polmeh, secre-
tary-general of the Irani-
an Shipping Association,
told state news agency
IRNA that no commercial
activity is currently being
conducted through Jebel
Ali, which has historically
served as a key hub for
Iran's trade exchanges.
Instead, ports includ-
ing Sohar and Salalah in
Oman, Karachi in Paki-
stan, and Nhava Sheva
and Mumbai in India
are now handling cargo
movements previously
routed through the UAE
facility.

"Claiming that only Jebel
Ali served as the origin
for cargo and logistics
exchanges with Iran in
past years is incorrect,”
Polmeh said. "Through-
out previous years until
today, various ports have
undertaken this role, one

of which was Jebel Ali."
He added that Jebel Ali
traditionally held priori-
ty due to its corridor and
arterial connections with
neighboring countries,
but Iran has maintained
logistics links with the al-
ternative ports in Oman,
Pakistan and India.
Polmeh emphasized that
shipping operations, in-
cluding vessel arrivals,
departures, docking, and
cargo loading and unload-
ing, are proceeding nor-
mally at Iran's southern
ports. "All port operations
continue through cooper-
ation between the private
sector and the govern-
ment, and no activity has
been halted," he said.
Iran has in recent years
conducted a significant
portion of its imports and

IRNA

transit trade through UAE
ports, particularly Jebel
Ali. However, following
the US-Israeli war against
Iran and recent develop-
ments in trade flows, re-
gional ports in Pakistan,
India and Oman have
emerged as alternatives.
According to IRNA, the
shift is also driven by ef-
forts to improve trade re-
lations and reduce trans-
port costs, with Pakistan’s
ports seen as having the
potential to become a key
hub for facilitating Iran’s
international trade due to
their geographic position
and infrastructure.
Addressing concerns over
anaval blockade imposed
by the US since April 13
on vessels entering or
leaving Iran’s southern
coastal waters, Polmeh

told ILNA that while the
term “blockade” may cre-
ate a perception of com-
plete encirclement, such
a scenario does not fully
reflect realities on the
ground.

“The main chokepoint
of any blockade is un-
der Iran’s control, and if
a blockade were to take
shape, it would effective-
ly be in the hands of Iran’s
Armed Forces,” he said.
He added that all Ira-
nian ports remain fully
operational, with no halt
in ship movements or
cargo handling, and that
activities continue with
the cooperation of both
the private sector and the
government.

Polmeh also pointed to
Iran’s strong rail links
with China and exten-
sive ties with Russia, de-
scribing both as strategic
partners with land con-
nections that cannot be
blockaded.

He said that even in the
event of a complete clo-
sure of southern mari-
time routes, Iran would
not be fully cut off from
trade, though such mea-
sures could increase
pressure and congestion
on alternative routes.

Pezeshkian urged to restore stable Internet
amid billion-dollar outages

( Economy Desk )

An Iranian industry body has called on Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian to restore stable
and high-quality Internet access, warning that
disruptions are inflicting heavy losses on busi-
nesses and the broader economy, state media
reported on Sunday.

According to IRNA, Abdolvahab Sahlabadi, head
of the board at Iran’s House of Industry, Mine
and Trade, said in a letter that Internet access is
a vital infrastructure for economic activity and
urged authorities to accelerate normalization,
improve quality and ensure stability of connec-
tivity.

“Key decisions about the Internet should be
made in consultation with economic associa-
tions, and the government must establish mech-
anisms to compensate for damages caused by
disruptions,” he said in the letter.

He added that any decline in Internet quality or
access disrupts business operations, stressing
that national regulations require consultation
with economic groups and guarantee stable
access, which is essential for digital economy
development and e-government services.

The letter also highlighted the negative impact
of restrictions, including lower productivity,
higher costs, cybersecurity challenges and dif-
ficulties accessing cloud services and manage-
ment systems such as ERP, CRM and SCM.
Abbas Ashtiani, head of the blockchain com-
mission at Iran’s ICT Guild Organization, has
estimated that the digital blackout imposes at
least $30 million to $35 million in daily direct,
indirect and opportunity costs on the country.
A KhabarOnline report concluded that Iran's
economy lost approximately 300,000 billion
tomans (about $1.62 billion) during two months of
Internet shutdown.

Over the past year, Iran's Internet has been
disrupted for more than 100 days, including a

record 63 consecutive days of outage during
the recent conflict, according to available data.
Internet access across the country was largely
shut down from the early hours of the February
28 US-Israeli attack, with connectivity dropping
to around 2% of pre-war levels, monitors said.
Since an April 8 ceasefire, authorities have grad-
ually expanded limited access to selected users
and entities, but most of the country’s popula-
tion of more than 90 million remains offline.
Deputy Communications Minister Ehsan Chit-
saz said on Sunday that differentiated access to
the Internet, referred to as “Internet Pro,” leads
to unequal distribution of opportunity, power
and even perception of reality.

He said digital supply chains in many industries
are inherently cross-border and depend on in-
ternational systems and protocols for order
registration, coordination with foreign suppli-
ers, shipment tracking, document exchange and
logistics management.

Without international Internet access, these
chains are disrupted, reducing businesses’ visi-
bility over supply and distribution, which in cri-
sis conditions could lead to shortages of goods
or disruptions in essential services.

Chitsaz told ILNA that from a digital economy
perspective, the ministry’s core principle is to
ensure stable, high-quality and non-discrimi-
natory Internet access for all citizens and busi-
nesses under normal conditions.

Tire industry prioritizes production, jobs despite mounting challenges

< Economy Desk >

Iran's tire manufacturers are prioritizing
the continuation of production and pres-
ervation of employment despite facing
significant economic and logistical chal-
lenges, the spokesperson for the coun-
try's Tire Industry Trade Association said
on Sunday.

Mostafa Tanha told state media that in-
dustry stakeholders remain committed
to maintaining strategic production lev-
els, particularly in the tire sector, which
plays a vital role in the nation's logistics
infrastructure.

"Although we are grappling with chal-
lenges such as securing raw materials
from domestic petrochemical companies,
obtaining foreign currency credits, inter-
national transportation, and the impact
of the national currency's devaluation
on production costs, our main priority is
overcoming these obstacles and sustain-
ing production,” Tanha said.

He added that pricing mechanisms and
navigating complex payment arrange-
ments currently rank as secondary prior-
ities, with all efforts focused on keeping
production lines operational and pre-
venting factory closures.

Tanha noted that the tire industry, which
manufactures various types including
passenger, truck and radial tires, plays a
critical role in maintaining the country's
transportation stability, and any disrup-
tion to the sector would have widespread
repercussions.

"Supporting domestic producers and fa-
cilitating the supply of raw materials is
essential for navigating this challenging
period," he said.

Tanha referenced as difficult conditions
stemming from a "US-Zionist imposed
war," emphasizing that in this sensitive
period, preserving and continuing the

production cycle carries high impor-
tance.

The country remains under wartime con-
ditions after a recent conflict, following a
US-Iran ceasefire on April 8 brokered by
Pakistan, though tensions remain high.
"We have deployed all our efforts to pre-
serve employment and prevent work-
force reductions,” he said.

According to Tanha, despite economic
pressures and sanctions, the rubber in-
dustry has adopted a strategic approach
centered on maintaining production by
relying on domestic capabilities to over-
come the current phase.

He stressed that cooperation between
the private sector and government re-
mains crucial for ensuring uninterrupted
operations across Iran's tire manufactur-
ing facilities.
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Sudden exit of Emiratis from OP

Disagreements, antecedents, and ramifications

A NALYS SIS

The United Arab Emirates (UAE),
the 3rd-largest producer within
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (0PEC), which
had acceded to this organiza-
tion 59 years ago, recently pro-
claimed its intention to withdraw
from OPEC and OPEC+ (which com-
prises OPEC and several non-OPEC oil-pro-
ducing nations), effective from the
commencement of May 2026.
OPEC, which was established
on September 14, 1960, for the
purpose of coordinating supply
policies among oil-producing na-
tions, after the Emirati departure,
will have 11 member states: Al-
geria, Congo, Equatorial Guinea,
Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya,
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, and Vene-
zuela.

OPEC possesses approximately
80% of global petroleum re-
serves and contributes roughly
38% of worldwide crude oil pro-
duction. Its share of global oil ex-
ports exceeds 50%.

The Emirati egress transpires
precisely at a juncture when
West Asia, since February, con-
fronts perils emanating from
military and economic conflict
resultant from the American-Is-
raeli military aggression against
Iran. This military aggression has
disrupted energy provision and
supply chains traversing the vital
Strait of Hormuz, and the situa-
tion has deteriorated to such an
extent that the world presently
endures an acute energy crisis.

UAE targets production

of 5 million barrels of oil
per day

Across prior years, the UAE had
made colossal investments to-
ward the development of its pe-
troleum infrastructure, with the
objective of elevating its daily
production capacity to approxi-
mately 5 million barrels by 2027.
Nevertheless, OPEC’s production
ceiling and stringent quota im-
positions had, in practical terms,
rendered this enormous capital
captive.

Prior to the inception of the
American and Zionist regime’s
imposed war against Iran, the
UAE’s oil production capacity
had reached 4.8 million barrels
per day; however, under the
OPEC accord, it was permitted
to produce merely 3.2 million
barrels per day. According to ob-
servers, the UAE, through its exit
from OPEC, seeks to augment its
production capacity to nearly 5
million barrels per day. This gives

the nation enhanced competitive
power and permits it to derive
greater revenue from its petro-
leum resources.

Saudi Arabia was not
consulted

Suhail Al-Mazrouei, the minis-
ter of Energy of the United Arab
Emirates, stated that the UAE
had not consulted with any of
its partners prior to its decision
to withdraw from OPEC or the
OPEC+ alliance.

Al-Mazrouei, in response to a
question posed on Tuesday re-
garding whether the UAE had
consulted with Saudi Arabia, told
Reuters: “We have not conversed
with any other nation concerning
this matter”

This Emirati minister added:
“This is a political decision, ren-
dered subsequent to a meticu-
lous examination of current and
future policies pertaining to pro-
duction levels.”

Anas Abdoun, an international
consultant in energy affairs and
global matters, wrote for Al Ja-
zeera: “The UAE’s departure is,
above all, the visible sign of a
deep regional rupture between
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi first, but
beyond that, between two incom-
patible visions of what [Persian]
Gulf order should look like.”
Consequently, certain observers
contend that, given the long-
standing discordances between
the UAE and Saudi Arabia in the
domain of oil production and ex-
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port policy, the Emirati departure
from OPEC might now, at a more
macroscopic level, signify a re-
configuration of alliances within
the Persian Gulf region, amidst
the intensification of regional
rivalries.

A power struggle within
OPEC

Despite Al-Mazrouei’s statement
that this action was “rendered
subsequent to a meticulous ex-
amination of current and future
policies pertaining to production
levels,” one economic expert pro-
nounced that this constitutes a
component of a “power struggle”
endogenous to OPEC.

Donald Trump, the president of
the United States, during his ad-
dress to the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 2018, accused
OPEC of “ripping off the rest of
the world” through the elevation
of oil prices, and added that, even
though the United States defends
some members of this organiza-
tion, “they take advantage of us
by giving us high oil prices”.
Therefore, the diminution of
OPEC’s control over prices serves
the interests of the United States,
because the UAE is the 3rd-larg-
est oil producer within this orga-
nization, after Saudi Arabia and
Iraq.

Mohammed Sorour Al-Sabban,
a former senior adviser to Saudi
Arabia’s petroleum minister, told
Al Jazeera that the Emirati action
is “not a major blow, especially
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for OPEC+ [which] consists of 23
countries,” and that one country
going out doesn’t mean anything.
The UAE’s move was more a po-
litical decision, he said, under
the influence of the West, which
has long sought to stoke division
within the cartel.

Indeed, US President Donald
Trump is known for his hostil-
ity to OPEC and has previously
accused the cartel of “ripping off
the rest of the world” by inflating
oil prices.

Turning back on six
decades of regional amity?
Kingsmill Bond, an energy strat-
egist at the think tank Ember
Future, asserts that the Emirati
action is astute.

“They are clearly preparing for
the period after the war because
now that we have reached peak
oil demand and we are entering
anew environment — they want
to be free from the constraints of
OPEC,” Bond said.

On the other hand, the official
statement from the UAE, reflect-
ed in a piece by state-run Emirati
news agency (WAM), proclaims
that “this decision reflects the
UAE’s long-term strategic and
economic vision and evolving
energy profile, including acceler-
ated investment in domestic en-
ergy production, and reinforces
its commitment to a responsible,
reliable, and forward-looking
role in global energy markets.”
The statement continues: “This
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The United Arab Emirates’ Minister
of Energy and Industry Suhail
al-Mazrouei (front) arrives for an OPEC
meeting in Vienna, Austria, on June
4,2023.

JOE KLAMAR/AFP

”

The UAE's departure
is,aboveall, the
visiblesign ofadeep
regionalrupture
between Riyadh
and Abu Dhabi

first, but beyond
that, betweentwo
incompatiblevisions
of what[Persian]
Gulfordershould
look like.

Dubai’s reputation as hub for tourists

and investment has taken a hit

when Iran attacked the United Arab

Emirates as part of the wider

US-Israel war against Iran in 2026.
FADEL SENNA/AFP

decision follows a comprehen-
sive review of the UAE’s produc-
tion policy and its current and
future capacity and is based on
our national interest and our
commitment to contributing ef-
fectively to meeting the market’s
pressing needs. While near-term
volatility, including disruptions in
the [Persian] Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz, continues to affect sup-
ply dynamics, underlying trends
point to sustained growth in
global energy demand over the
medium to long-term.”

Full utilization of
production capacity
According to observers, this deci-
sion will enable the United Arab
Emirates to become an indepen-
dent producer and will grant it
enhanced flexibility amidst per-
sistent market volatility follow-
ing the most severe global energy
crisis in recent decades.
According to the International
Energy Agency’s Oil Market Re-
port (0MR), which was published
several days prior, global oil sup-
ply in March witnessed its most
substantial historical decrease,
declining by 10-12 million bar-
rels per day compared to the
preceding month, a decline at-
tributable to the consequences
of the war against Iran.

During this same period, OPEC+
production diminished by 9.36
million barrels per day, reaching
42.39 million barrels per day.
According to OMR, daily produc-
tion reductions were recorded
in several nations, including the
United Arab Emirates (1.27 million
barrels), Saudi Arabia (3.15 million
barrels), and Iraq (approximately 3 mil-
lion barrels), in addition to limited
production decreases from Iran.
According to this same report,
total production from nations
outside OPEC+ also declined by
770,000 barrels per day, reaching
54,660,000 barrels per day.

Impact upon the market
The sudden departure of a
long-standing OPEC member
cannot be devoid of consequence
and may reduce the cartel’s ca-
pacity to preserve the image of
a unified front; an image which
it has long sought to cultivate,
despite frequent discordances
among its members, whether
concerning geopolitical matters
or disagreements over produc-
tion quotas.

In this regard, Ali Al-Riyami,
an oil expert and former direc-
tor-general of Oil and Gas Mar-
keting at the Omani Ministry
of Energy and Minerals, told
Al-Hurra network that the Emi-
rati departure was unexpected
in terms of its method, timing,
and surrounding circumstances,
and that it surprised markets,
traders, and even OPEC members
themselves.

Nevertheless, the notion of de-
parture was not entirely pre-
cluded, not only for the UAE but
also for other nations. According
to Al-Riyami, the central issue re-
sides in the timing of the decision
and why this decision was made
specifically by the UAE at this
particular moment, especially
because its causes remain inde-
terminate.

Al-Riyami added that more time
is necessary to clarify the situa-
tion, whether concerning imme-
diate motivations or the potential
connection of this decision to the



Iran Daily = Monday, May 04, 2026

Deep Dive

OPEC Walkout UAE’s Newest Sudden Pivot

political conditions of the Persian
Gulf region. Regarding market
reaction, he stated that oil pric-
es have experienced a modest
increase, between 2.5% and 3%,
and that this effect is projected to
be short-term, whereas the long-
term effect may diverge after the
repercussions of the war subside.
The truth is that the Emirati
departure from OPEC liberates
it from the quota system and
bestows upon it enhanced flex-
ibility in production and expor-
tation. According to Al-Riyami,
this factor may constitute one of
the motivations for this decision,
particularly given Abu Dhabi’s
previous challenges concerning
production quotas, including its
requests for baseline modifica-
tion and subsequent arrange-
ments and exemptions.
Al-Riyami posits that the short-
term impact may be limited, and
that minor price fluctuations
are possible, whereas the long-
term effect could be relatively
negative, especially given the
persistence of competition in
global markets. He explains that
the Emirati departure does not
necessarily signify an immediate
intensification of competition
because this competition already
existed and will persist as long as
oil production continues.
Regarding OPEC, he states that
this organization will be affected
by the Emirati departure, given
the weight and influential role

of the UAE in meetings, and that
the departure will create a vacu-
um in the short term, particularly
because other nations, including
Qatar and Indonesia, have previ-
ously withdrawn from this coali-
tion.

Potential ramifications
Sherif Othman, an Arab econo-
mist, regarding the consequences
of this decision upon prices, con-
sidered the current impact upon
oil prices to be insignificant and
noted that there exists no direct
correlation between this decision
and crude oil pricing.

Othman added that oil prices
are currently fluctuating in ac-
cordance with broader medi-
um-term developments, such as
sanctions, prohibitions, and on-
going negotiations between Iran
and the United States, with the
objective of achieving an accord
or reducing tensions.

At the same time, he argued that
this decision will possess a long-
term effect, particularly upon the
Persian Gulf region’s control over
international oil prices and its
ability to influence them.
Regarding OPEC’s capabilities
and capacities, he stated that
the organization’s power will
diminish, following the previous
departure of Qatar (in 2019) and
now the Emirati departure, par-
ticularly concerning its ability to
influence crude oil prices, which
constitutes a considerable blow
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to this organization.

Nevertheless, the WAM news
agency reported that the United
Arab Emirates, after its depar-
ture from OPEC, will continue
its “responsible” role through a
gradual and precise increase in
production, consistent with de-

mand and market conditions.

A test of cohesion or
further political schism?
Amer Al-Shobaki, an energy af-
fairs expert, in an interview with
Al Jazeera network, stated that
recent events should not be in-

Why UAE walked out on OPEC

And what it means for the cartel

The chart is based on OPEC’s
data as of February 2026.
AL-HURRA

The Emiratisare
clearly preparing
forthe period after
thewarbecause
nowthatwe have
reached peakoil
demandandwe
areenteringanew
environment —they
wantto befreefrom
the constraints of
OPEC.

terpreted solely as a nation’s de-
parture from an oil organization
but should, rather, be interpret-
ed as a shift toward a more pro-
found conflict within the oil sys-
tem concerning who will possess
the right to lead the oil market in
the forthcoming phase.
According to Al-Shobaki, the Emi-
rati departure does not signify
the immediate collapse of OPEC
or OPEC+, but it does strike one
of the organization’s most crucial
assets, namely, its image of cohe-
sion and collective discipline.
From this economic expert’s per-
spective, the peril of this decision
resides in the fact that it was is-
sued by a central Persian Gulf na-
tion possessing high production
capacity and aspiring to devel-
opment, rather than by a small
producer with limited influence.
Al-Shobaki also stated that
quotas within OPEC+ have con-
strained the United Arab Emir-
ates’ ability to convert its massive
investments in production capac-
ity into actual production and di-
rect returns. Therefore, he posits
that this decision represents a
political and petroleum-related
schism within the community of
producers and could establish a
precedent that encourages other
producers to demand renegotia-
tion or even to rebel against the
quota system.

The article first appeared in
Persian on IRNA.

> By Steven A. Cook

Senior fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations

The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
announced last Tuesday that it
is withdrawing from the Orga-
nization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (0pPEC). The
decision, effective Friday, ends
a 58-years membership in the
cartel and deals a symbolic
blow to an economic alliance
that is strained by the pressures
of regional war and fractured
diplomacy.

The Emirati government has long
taken issue with the quotas and
price controls instituted by the
cartel, and so it views this as in its
best interest. The UAE’s departure
has raised some pointed concerns
about OPEC'’s long-term cohesion,
but it remains to be seen whether
this change will have a serious ef-
fect on the cartel.

Significance of UAE’s
departure

This is a significant geopoliti-
cal move. The Emiratis began
studying whether to leave OPEC
around the time Qatar (nota
relatively large oil producer) left the
cartel at the beginning of 2019.
However, it seems unlikely that
Emirati decision will under-
mine OPEC itself — it still has
11 other members who have not
shown any signs of leaving — or
global oil flows.

The Emirati leadership clear-
ly believes that OPEC deci-
sion-making, which has histor-
ically privileged Saudi Arabia,
has not served Abu Dhabi’s
economic interests. At the same
time, the Emirates and the Sau-
di Kingdom have returned to a
period in which their bilateral
relationship is fraught. The close
coordination between the two

governments in recent years,
around which American policy-
makers and analysts have devel-
oped their assumptions about
the region and its trajectory, is
not the norm.

Like other smaller states in the
Persian Gulf, the Emiratis have
more often than not resisted
Saudi Arabia’s efforts to domi-
nate them and the region.

Effect of the US-Israeli war
with Iran

The war has had an impact, but
perhaps not in the way people
might surmise. Let’s take a step
back and look at the months
leading up to US President Don-
ald Trump’s decision to launch
Operation Epic Fury.

In late 2025, the Saudis and
Emiratis were in conflict over
Yemen. The UAE supported a
power grab by the Southern
Transitional Council, a Yemeni
separatist paramilitary group,
at the expense of Saudi part-
ners in the country. The Saudis
went so far as to undertake air
strikes on Emirati allies and
military equipment at the Port
of Mukalla. At the same time,

Israel’s recognition of Somalil-
and contributed further to the
mutual distrust between Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. The Saudis
considered the Israeli move to
be destabilizing and perceived
Emirati complicity with it. The
result was a two-months-long
war of words between the two
governments through mostly
social media along with a cam-
paign in Washington as both
governments attempted to con-
vince US officials that the other
was to blame for the breakdown
of ties.

Then came the war in Iran.
With Iran’s initial attacks on the
Emirates and Saudi Arabia, Sau-
di Crown Prince Mohamed bin
Salman and Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed, the president of the
UAE, expressed solidarity with
each other as well as the other
regional countries under Irani-
an attack. Yet, the UAE and Sau-
di Arabia diverged as the war
continued as the Saudis joined
the Pakistanis, Egyptians, and
Turks in seeking a diplomat-
ic solution. For their part, the
Emiratis do not oppose a diplo-
matic solution, but given the fire

The illustration shows a rift

between Sheikh Mohamed

bin Zayed Al Nahyan (r),

crown prince of Abu Dhabi,

and Mohammed bin Salman,

crown prince of Saudi Arabia.
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The Emirates had
beenweighing
abreakfromthe
cartelforseveral
yearsnow.Awar,a
conflictin Yemen,
andacollapsed
partnershipwith
Riyadh gave them
theirreasontoact.

they have taken from Iran, they
want to ensure that in whatev-
er agreement is reached, the
regime cannot threaten their
security again. They believe the
Saudis and others are willing to
settle for less. This divergence
has led to an erosion of the trust
and solidarity that developed in
early March.

The Emiratis, who were already
considering leaving OPEC,
clearly concluded that the de-
terioration of their bilateral
relationship with Saudi Arabia
presented an opportunity to end
their participation in the cartel.

A deeper threat to OPEC?
So far, other members of the car-

tel have not signaled an inten-
tion to leave. Yet the Qatari move
in 2019 and the Emirati decision
could conceivably lead other
members to consider whether
they might be better off without
the cartel.

Keep in mind that geopolitics
seems to have driven the move,
but it seems unlikely that Abu
Dhabi would have left if its lead-
ers did not believe there was an
economic benefit of doing so. If
the UAE can prove that leaving
OPEC is not harmful, other coun-
tries might consider following
suit.

The article was first published by
the Council on Foreign Relations.

The photo shows the aftermath of a Saudi air strike on the Port of Mukalla,
Yemen, on December 30, 2025, after ships suspected of carrying weapons
shipments arrived there from Fujairah, a port city on the United Arab Emirates’
eastern coast.
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Three slots up for grabs as Iran names
Greco-Roman squad

( Sports Desk )

With two major wrestling tour-
naments fast approaching in
the coming months, head coach
Hassan Rangraz is yet to decide
on three slots in the Iranian
Greco-Roman 10-man squad.
Rangraz called up a 13-man
roster for a training camp -
starting Wednesday in north-
ern Iran - as the national team
is set to step up preparation
for September’s Aichi-Nagoya
2026 Asian Games in Japan,
followed by the Senior World
Championships in October.
Manama had originally been
named host of the world show-
piece, but the hosting rights
have been withdrawn from the
Bahraini capital amid the mili-
tary conflict in the Middle East,
with United World Wrestling
yet to announce the new host
nation.

Reigning world and Olym-
pic champions Saeid Esmaeili
(67kg) and Mohammad-Hadi

Iran to face Spain, Portugal, USA

Saravi (97kg), as well as world
silver medalist Payam Ahmadi
(55kg), Ali Ahmadi Vafa (60kg) -
who won a bronze medal at the
Asian Championships in April
- Ali Oskou (77kg) - silver win-
ner at the Asian event - senior
and under-23 world champion
Gholamreza Farrokhi (82kg), and
world and Olympic silver med-
alist Alireza Mohmadi (87kg)
have already secured their plac-
es in the national team, with the
63kg, 72kg, and 130kg slots up
for grabs in the coming months.
All eyes will be on the super-
heavyweight class, where two-
time defending world cham-
pion Amin Mirzazadeh - also
a bronze medalist at the Paris
2024 Olympics - will face do-
mestic rivalry from 21-year-
old prodigy Fardin Hedayati,
a world U23 champion for the
past two years.

Hedayati, who made his senior
international breakthrough in
style at the 2024 Ranking Series
event in Budapest - defeating

=x-

Turkish great Riza Kayaalp and
Georgian Olympic silver winner
Iakobi Kajaia en route to the top
of the podium - will have every
reason to fancy his chances of

going all the way on a potential
debut at the Senior Worlds.

The two-horse race in the 63kg
category will feature Moham-
mad-Mahdi Keshtkar and Er-

IAWFIR

fan Jarkani. Keshtkar enjoyed a
decent run of results last year,
bagging silver at the Asian
Championships before claim-
ing an impressive bronze on

Qolizadeh a World Cup doubt

his debut at the World Cham-
pionships. Former junior and
under-23 world bronze medal-
ist Jarkani, meanwhile, will be
looking to build on an Asian sil-
ver-winning campaign in Bish-
kek, where he suffered a final
loss to the host nation’s Aftandil
Taalaibek Uulu.

In 72kg, world bronze medal-
ist Danial Sohrabi will take on
Mohammad-Javad Rezaei, who
tops the 2026 domestic selec-
tion cycle and also settled for
silver at the Asian Champion-
ships after being pinned by Ka-
zakhstan’s Almatbek Amanbek
in the final.

The decisive trials for these
three weight categories are
expected to be held in May or
June, either in the form of do-
mestic wrestle-offs or through
assignment to an international
tournament. Given the current
wartime circumstances in the
country, the coaching staff may
lean toward holding domestic
head-to-heads.

after injury blow in Polish league

in men’s group phase

C Sports Desk )

Iran has been drawn
against Spain, Portugal,
and the USA in Group A of
the upcoming IHF Beach
Handball World Champi-
onships - starting May 23
in Zagreb, Croatia.

The draw for the 12th
edition of the global
showpiece was held in
the Croatian capital on
Saturday, where 16 men'’s
teams were split into four
preliminary groups.

Iran finished as run-
ner-up at the Asian
Championships in Mus-
cat last year to secure a
fourth participation at
the world event, joining
champion Oman as the
continent’s two repre-
sentatives.

Iran’s most successful
campaign at the World
Championships came in
the 2018 edition in Ka-
zan, Russia, when the
country progressed to
the quarterfinals before
suffering a 2-0 setback
against Sweden.

Iran will enter the tour-
nament fresh off a glo-
rious run at the Asian
Beach Games in Sanya,
China, last week, which

saw Mahdi Qashqaeirad’s
men bag the gold med-
al thanks to a shootout
victory over Qatar in the
final.

Spain will make a 10th
appearance at the tourna-
ment, having achieved its
best result in its maiden
participation in 2006 - a
third-place finish in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. The Span-
iards will look to surpass
that feat after an impres-
sive silver-winning run at
the European Champion-
ships last July.

Portugal, meanwhile,
will be part of the World
Championships for only a
second time. The Europe-
an side will still be among
the teams to watch in
Zagreb after claiming
the bronze medal in the
previous edition in China
two years ago.

The United States will
make a fifth appearance
at the tournament, with
their best result being an
11th-place finish in 2016.
Elsewhere in the draw,
two-time defending
champion Croatia, which
had the right to choose
its own group as the host,
picked Group D alongside
debutant France, Oman,

IRIHF

and Australia.

Denmark - beaten by
Croatia in the last two
finals - will be joined by
2010 silver medalist Hun-
gary, Tunisia, and Puerto
Rico in Group B.

An anticipated Group C
will see Brazil - the most
decorated team in the
competition with three
titles - and two-time
champion and reigning
European gold medalist
Germany headline the
group fixtures, with Ar-
gentina and debutant Ita-
ly also in the group.

The top three teams from
each of the four groups
will advance to the main
round, which will feature
two six-team groups, with
the top four from each
then moving through to
the quarterfinals.

The bottom team in each
of the four preliminary
groups will continue in a
round-robin consolation
round.

The full schedule of the
six-day World Champi-
onships, which will also
feature the women'’s 16-
team competition, is yet
to be announced by the
International Handball
Federation.

( Sports Desk )

Iranian midfielder Ali
Qolizadeh faces a race
against time to be fit for the
upcoming FIFA World Cup
- co-hosted by the United
States, Mexico, and Canada
from June 11 - after suffer-
ing a knee injury while in
action with Lech Poznan in
the Polish Ekstraklasa on
Saturday.

The 30-year-old winger,
who was also ruled out of
nine games in the early
stages of the Polish top-
flight season due to a torn
thigh muscle, was forced
off only 19 minutes into the
away game against Motor
Lublin.

“Ali will undergo an MRI
scan on Sunday, with the
result expected by Monday
afternoon to determine the
timeframe of his return,”
Lech Poznan’s press officer
Adrian Gatuszka said after
the game.

The Iranian was trying to

jump over an opponent’s
tackle but twisted his pre-
viously operated right knee
upon landing and clearly
appeared to be in pain as
he was stretchered off the
pitch.

Lech Poznan still managed
to win the game 1-0 - cour-
tesy of Swedish midfielder
Leo Bengtsson’s 40th-min-
ute strike - and retain top
spot in the table with 55
points, six clear of nearest
rival Gérnik Zabrze, which
has a game in hand, with
three rounds of fixtures re-
maining, closing in on a re-
cord-extending 10th league
title - its second in succes-
sion.

Qolizadeh has been in fly-
ing form in recent months,
contributing six goals and
four assists in 15 appear-
ances since December,
while playing a role in 14
of the club’s last 18 league
goals.

His potential lengthy spell
on the sidelines would be

Iranian winger Ali Qolizadeh (8) is helped off the pitch by Lech Poznan
teammates after a 1-0 victory over Motor Lublin in the Polish Ekstraklasa

in Lublin, Poland, on May 2, 2026.
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a massive blow for nation-
al team head coach Amir
Ghalenoei, who will like-
ly have to build the team
around overseas players,
as domestic league players
will be without competitive
action until the World Cup
following the top flight’s
postponement since the
United States and Israel

launched a war campaign
against Iran on February
28.

Iran is set to begin its Group
G campaign at the global
showpiece against New
Zealand in Los Angeles on
June 15, where it is also due
to play Belgium six days lat-
er, before taking on Egypt in
Seattle on June 26.

Iranian judokas finish empty-handed
on IJF Grand Slam return

C Sports Desk )

All three members of the
Iranian men’s judo team
suffered early exits at the
Dushanbe Grand Slam in
the country’s first partici-
pation at the International
Judo Federation’s annual
showpiece in six years.

A gold medalist at the
Casablanca African Open
in January, Elyas Parhi-
zgar fell to a first-round
defeat against Ukraine’s
Vladyslav Ukrkolobov
in the -81kg class, while
Amirabbas Choopan - a
bronze medalist at Febru-
ary’s Tunis African Open
- was beaten by Kazakh-
stan’s Daniil Krylov in his

first bout in the -90kg di-
vision.

Iranian prodigy Moham-
mad-Pouria Banaeian, who

claimed an impressive ju-
nior gold medal in the Tu-
nisian capital, was undone
by Azerbaijan’s Ushangi
Azekokauri in the +100kg
contest.

Next for the Iranian trio
will be the Astana Grand
Slam, starting on Friday in
Kazakhstan.

The two tournaments will
serve as a significant part
of Iran’s preparation for
the Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Games in Septem-
ber, after the country
missed out on April’s
Asian Championships
in Ordos City, China, as
a result of the military
conflict with the United
States and Israel.
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UNESCO experts to visit Siraf

for world heritage evaluation

( Iranica Desk )

UNESCO experts are
scheduled to visit Bushehr
Province in September and
October this year to eval-
uate the historic port of
Siraf for possible inscrip-
tion on the World Heritage
List, the director general of
Bushehr Province’s Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization

Nasrollah Ebrahimi said
that the nomination dos-
sier of Siraf has already
been selected as Iran’s of-
ficial candidate for 2026,
adding that the assess-
ment will proceed despite
ongoing wartime condi-
tions, ISNA wrote.

He highlighted Bushehr’s
significant potential in
maritime and coastal
tourism, noting that multi-
ple projects are currently
underway. These include
tourism development on
Harku Island, restoration
of the traditional Lenj (Ship)

Graveyard, construction of
a marine aquarium, expan-
sion of recreational piers,
and the development of
hotels and tourism com-
plexes in cities such as
Asaluyeh, Deylam, Ab Pa-
khsh, Bushehr, and Delvar.
He further stated that new
tourism initiatives have
begun across the province,
including the issuance of
the first preliminary per-
said. mit for a five-star hotel in
Deylam — an important
step toward strengthening
tourism infrastructure in
northern Bushehr.
Ebrahimi described the
submission of Siraf’s dos-
sier to UNESCO last Febru-
ary as the province’s most
significant recent cultural
heritage achievement.
Competing with other can-
didates such as Tous, Siraf
was ultimately selected to
represent Iran for inscrip-
tion on the World Heritage
Listin 2026.

Despite challenges posed
by the war, he noted that

preparatory measures
— such as infrastructure
improvements and the in-
stallation of signage — are
ongoing, with UNESCO’s
official evaluation expect-
ed in early autumn.

On research activities,
Ebrahimi reported that
more than ten archaeolog-

ical programs have been
conducted in recent years,
including studies along
the Persian Gulf coastline,
excavations in Siraf, sur-
veys of prehistoric sites
in Dayyer, and boundary
assessments for several
historical locations.

He also pointed to the

booking.ir

organization of scientific
events such as the National
Conference on the History
and Culture of the Persian
Gulf, specialized archaeol-
ogy meetings, and World
Museum Day programs.

Regarding restoration ef-
forts, more than 40 res-
toration workshops are

currently active across
the province. In Bushehr’s
historic district, projects
such as the paving the pas-
sageway of Sheikh Sa’doun
Mosque and the Fadak
clinic have been complet-

ed.

sites.

to over 450.

Ebrahimi announced that
the Shahid Raisali Delvari
Museum has been fully
equipped and is ready for
inauguration. Restoration
work has also been com-
pleted on several histor-
ic structures, including
the Dalaki Caravanserai,
Moshir al-Molk Caravan-
serai, and more than 20
other valuable heritage

He added that 34 elements
of intangible cultural her-
itage from Bushehr were
registered nationally last
year, bringing the total
number of registered her-
itage items in the province

In terms of museum de-
velopment, several insti-
tutions — including Jam

Museum, Siraf Museum,
Printing Science Museum,
and the Iranian Museum
— are currently under
construction or nearing
completion. Additionally, a
private ethnographic mu-
seum has been established
in Chah Mobarak.
Ebrahimi also noted that,
under Iran’s Seventh De-
velopment Plan, a number
of historic buildings—in-
cluding Golshan Mansion,
Najafi Mansion, Azin Man-
sion, Haj Rais Mansion,
Moshir al-Molk Caravan-
serai, and the Siraf Naso-
uri Castle — have been
handed over to the private
sector.

Highlighting achievements
in handicrafts, he said that
126 provincial works have
received the National Seal
of Excellence, while three
have earned internation-
al recognition. Last year
alone, 230 individuals
were trained in the sector,
and 219 handicraft licens-
es were issued.

Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari

sees tourism as key driver

( Iranica Desk )

The tourism sector in Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari
Province represents a major
opportunity for accelerating
development, a senior tour-
ism official at the province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion said.

Hadi Qasemi said the prov-
ince’s natural, historical,
artistic, and social tourism
capacities can be effective-
ly used to generate jobs,
reduce unemployment, and
boost economic growth,
chtn.ir wrote.

He added that close co-
operation between the
provincial Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization and
the Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture of Shahrekord
plays an important role in
advancing development ob-
jectives.

Qasemi noted that the
chamber’s tourism and re-
lated businesses commis-
sion has, over the past three
years, served as a strong
support arm for the provin-

Kuhrang
utravs.com

cial tourism authority and
has actively contributed to
the sector’s development
efforts, which he described
as commendable.

He also stressed that im-
proving marketing, pro-
motion, and branding of
tourism sub-sectors in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
remains a priority through
continued cooperation with
the Chamber’s tourism com-
mission and related busi-
ness sectors.

Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province is widely recog-
nized for its rich natural
attractions, particularly its
rivers, waterfalls, and high-
land landscapes. Among the
most popular destinations
is the Zayandeh Rud river
source area, which offers
scenic views and recreation-
al opportunities.

The province is also home
to the city of Kuhrang,
known for its pristine
springs, cool climate, and
alpine scenery. The water-
falls and surrounding val-
leys of the region attract
large numbers of domestic
tourists, especially during
spring and summer.

[ran’s endangered languages
face rising risks in times of crisis

( Iranica Desk )

In conditions of natural disas-
ters, armed conflict, and insecu-
rity, the protection of intangible
linguistic heritage becomes
increasingly critical, as local
language varieties are among
the most vulnerable elements
of cultural heritage. Population
displacement, forced migration,
generational disruption, and the
weakening of local communica-
tion networks place these lan-
guages at serious risk of gradual
erosion, loss of vitality, or com-
plete disappearance.

In a note published by chtn.ir,
Faryar Akhlagqj, a faculty mem-
ber of the Linguistics Research
Institute at the Research Insti-
tute of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism, emphasized that in
such circumstances dialectology
is not merely an academic disci-
pline, but also a practical instru-
ment for cultural preservation
and for safeguarding the collec-
tive memory of local communi-
ties. According to her, systemat-
ic documentation of vocabulary,
oral narratives, pronunciation
systems, local expressions, and
indigenous linguistic knowl-
edge can play a decisive role in
preventing the disappearance
of a significant portion of Iran’s
cultural diversity, while also en-
abling its transmission to future
generations.

The Research Institute of Cul-
tural Heritage and Tourism
has long played a strategic role
in preserving Iran’s linguistic
diversity. Its activities include
field research on Iranian lan-
guage varieties — particularly
endangered ones — the im-
plementation of the national
Linguistic Atlas of Iran project,
the development of audio and
written archives, the training
of local researchers, and the ap-
plication of digital technologies
for the recording, storage, and
preservation of linguistic data.
Beyond their linguistic signif-
icance, the scientific study of

Iranian languages and dialects
contributes to a deeper under-
standing of local identities, cul-
tural histories, and patterns of
social interaction.

In crisis situations, experts
stress that the formulation of
emergency protection plans for
linguistic data is essential. Se-
cure backup systems for audio
and written archives, as well as
the continuation of linguistic re-
search within protected and con-
trolled environments, can help
prevent irreversible damage to
the country’s linguistic heritage
and ensure its long-term preser-
vation.

The Linguistic Atlas of Iran,
which represents the outcome of
thousands of hours of fieldwork
and more than 27,000 recorded
linguistic interviews conducted
in villages across the country, is
considered one of Iran’s most
significant scientific and cultur-
al assets. This unique collection
not only documents the extraor-
dinary diversity of languages
and dialects across Iran, but also
preserves elements of historical
memory, local identity, and in-
digenous knowledge systems of
various communities.

Many of these language variet-
ies are now experiencing rapid
change, structural weakening,
or even extinction. As such, the
data recorded in the atlas con-
stitute an irreplaceable historical
document of Iran’s vast linguistic

diversity, serving both present
and future generations. It also
provides a reliable foundation
for research in linguistics, an-
thropology, cultural history, and
social sciences.

Protecting this collection is, in
effect, equivalent to safeguard-
ing Iran’s intangible cultural
heritage and preserving voic-
es, expressions, and narratives
that may otherwise disappear
with the decline of their re-
spective languages.

To ensure the protection of these
data, a range of scientific and
technical measures is required.
These include the full digitiza-

pgnews.ir

tion of audio archives — some
of which are still preserved on
cassette tapes — as well as writ-
ten documents; the creation of
multiple secure backups in geo-
graphically separate locations;
the use of stable and long-term
digital storage systems; and the
periodic updating of file formats
to prevent digital degradation
and data loss over time.

In addition, detailed meta-
data must be systematically
compiled and digitized. This
includes information such as
recording time, geographical lo-
cation, speaker characteristics,
village-level socio-cultural data,
and livelihood patterns of local
populations — much of which
was originally collected during
fieldwork in paper-based for-
mats. Proper structuring and

digital organization of this meta-
data is essential to ensure effi-
cient retrieval, accessibility, and
scholarly use of the data.
Furthermore, the establishment
of a national linguistic archive
with tiered access for research-
ers, the training of specialized
personnel for data manage-
ment and preservation, and the
development of standardized
protection protocols for crisis
conditions — such as war, nat-
ural disasters, or infrastructural
breakdowns — are considered
essential measures.

In addition, the selective publi-
cation of data in printed form,
as well as the preparation of lin-
guistic atlas volumes for prov-
inces whose datasets have been
completed, can play an import-
ant role in both preserving this
heritage and strengthening the
connection between local com-
munities and their native lan-
guages. Such initiatives also fa-
cilitate scholarly access to these
valuable resources.

Over the past two years, the De-
partment of Linguistics, Inscrip-
tions and Texts has prioritized
the safeguarding of existing
linguistic datasets and has ac-
tively worked toward creating
conditions for their publication.
In the first phase, with a focus
on Semnan Province — whose
linguistic atlas was compiled in
2019 — the documented vocab-
ulary from all settlements in the
province (where 28 language varieties
are recorded according to the Linguistic At-
las of Iran) was extracted from the
atlas archive and prepared for
publication through two dedi-
cated research projects.

In the subsequent phase, cur-
rently underway, the depart-
ment has focused on typologi-
cal analysis and the publication
of all recorded sentences from
the language varieties of vil-
lages in Semnan Province,
also through two additional
research projects aimed at fur-
ther structuring and dissemi-
nating the data.
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Ministry backs concert comeback,
olds off

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran’s Culture and Islamic Guidance
Ministry is moving to restart live mu-

sic after months of disruption, with
its top music official pledging institu-
tional backing for performances while
stopping short of approving higher

ticket prices.

Babak Rezaei, head of the Music Office
at the ministry, said the government’s
remit centers on licensing and facil-
itation, adding it “supports” artists
and welcomes the return of concerts.
Talks with industry players are under
way, he said, though the hiatus has
complicated a swift rebound, IRNA
reported.

“A concert is a collective, time-inten-
sive process,” Rezaei said, noting that
production cycles, from rehearsals to
repertoire preparation, were inter-
rupted. Restarting requires coordina-
tion among ensembles and venues, he
added, with the ministry working to
reconnect artists and streamline ap-
provals.

He said many performers are eager to
take the stage again, but stressed that
improved social conditions, access to

on ticket pricerise

rehearsal space and full troupe par-
ticipation are prerequisites for a sus-
tained revival. The ministry aims to
accelerate those conditions so new
works can reach audiences.

On pricing, Rezaei said no final deci-
sion has been taken. While current
economic pressures have eroded
the viability of past price levels, the
ministry is seeking to cap end costs
by managing fees at state-run halls,
extending targeted support and
strengthening media outreach so art-
ists can perform and the public can
attend.

Rezaei also stressed music’s role at
“critical junctures,” pointing to a surge
of nationally themed works produced
during recent wartime conditions
despite operational constraints that
limited formal licensing. Hundreds of
pieces circulated via public squares

and media outlets across Tehran and
the provinces, he said, with several
deemed “notable” for their impact.
He drew a parallel between contem-
porary releases and canonical works,
citing Mohsen Chavoshi’s track ‘Hasbi
Allah’ (God is sufficient for me) alongside
the historic ‘Ey Iran’ by Rouhollah
Khaleghi as examples of music’s ca-
pacity to transmit social meaning, fos-
ter unity and bolster public resilience.
Recent hostilities and a temporary
ceasefire have galvanized the cultur-
al sector, prompting artists to issue
statements of solidarity and produce
new material, while cultural institu-
tions organized programs to reinforce
national unity.

Rezaei said music has once again
demonstrated its ability to stand
“alongside the people” and to help
document defining social moments.

Iran seeks to etch Minab tragedy
into global cultural memory

‘Yooz’ roars into Russian cinemas,
lands in top 10 with swift box-offlce run

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran’s Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts,
Reza Salehi-Amiri, said on Satur-
day the country is bringing its full
cultural capacity to bear to turn
the Minab school tragedy into a
“lasting” national and interna-
tional memory, outlining a coor-
dinated push across arts, media
and legal channels.

Speaking at a Cultural Council
meeting in Tehran, Salehi-Amiri
called for moving beyond a tem-
porary” response toward embed-
ding the event in Iran’s collective
consciousness and global dis-
course, IRNA reported.

“This incident must become en-
during,” he said, urging the for-
mation of a “global consensus” to
secure its place in international
legal and cultural frameworks.
The attack occurred on February
28, the first day of the US and
Israeli aggression against Iran,
when an elementary school was
struck by an airstrike, killing 168
people.

He outlined a multi-pronged
plan, including early-stage re-
search groups drafting a unified
narrative. The program features a
museum dedicated to the Minab
school victims, urban memorials,
and extensive documentation,
alongside a wide range of cultur-
al output, from feature films and
animation to literature, poetry
and music, designed to sustain
long-term engagement.
Describing the effort as nation-
wide, he said a central task force
will align cultural, educational
and media institutions to ensure
coordinated execution. Plans also
call for integrating the narrative
into textbooks, public spaces and
digital platforms, embedding it in
everyday life.

“Our aim is repetition and re-cre-
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ation in social memory,” he said,
adding that the victims’ names
and images should resonate
across schools, universities, festi-
vals and online spaces.
Salehi-Amiri highlighted interna-
tional outreach as a priority, an-
nouncing plans for “high-caliber”
productions with global reach
to engage audiences abroad and
spotlight the tragedy as a human-
itarian issue.

He also pointed to the role of
Iranian communities overseas in
amplifying the narrative, stress-
ing the use of cultural diplomacy
to extend its impact.

Sustained storytelling and cultur-
al production, he said, are essen-
tial to securing a permanent place
for the Minab school victims in
contemporary historical memory.

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The Iranian 3D animated
feature film ‘Yooz, directed
by Reza Arzhangi, opened
in Russian cinemas on April
16 and grossed $245,000 in
under 10 days, entering the
country’s top 10 box-office
titles and drawing strong
early audiences.

Released across multiple
cities under the Russian ti-
tle “TosicTsik 103y, the fam-
ily-oriented film secured a
prominent slot among for-
eign releases, signaling a
growing international foot-
print for Iran’s animation
sector, ISNA reported.
Russian outlets highlighted
its environmental narra-
tive and commercial mo-
mentum, noting its appeal
alongside global family ti-
tles.

The feature follows an
Iranian cheetah on an ar-
duous journey back to its

homeland, weaving themes
of identity, conservation
and cultural heritage into
a fast-paced storyline. Its
ecological focus on the en-
dangered Asiatic cheetah
has been central to its re-
ception abroad, broadening
its reach beyond younger
viewers.

Produced by Soureh Anima-
tion Center and VistaMedia,
and distributed internation-
ally by ‘Ten Letters, ‘Yooz’

builds on a strong domestic
run. The film premiered in
Iran in October 2025, draw-
ing more than 1.5 million
viewers and earning almost
970 billion rials, becoming
the country’s highest-gross-
ing animated title to date.
Industry observers point
to the film’s “cross-border”
appeal and technical polish,
achieved through high pro-
duction standards, as key to
its overseas traction.

‘Persian Gulf Photographer’ awarded
in Taiwan with eco- focused short

<Arts & Culture Desk>

An Iranian filmmaker
from Qeshm Island won
the Special Jury Award
at the 2026 Chiayi In-
ternational Three-Min-
ute Film Competition
in Chiayi, Taiwan, as
his environmentally
themed short stood out
among entries from 33
countries.

Asghar Besharati,
widely known as the
“Persian Gulf Photog-
rapher,” secured the
honor with The Way
of a Red, a compact,
visually driven work
that he wrote, directed,

shot and produced. The
film’s focus on environ-
mental stewardship
and the “vital” role of
water resonated with
an international jury
and underscored Iran’s
growing cultural foot-
print at global festivals,
IRNA reported.

“The film speaks to a
‘shared’ concern,” one
festival juror said in a
statement, praising its
concise storytelling and
visual clarity.
Besharati’s latest acco-
lade builds on an es-
tablished international
track record. He has
previously taken top

gold medals in Spain,
the United Kingdom
and Russia, and has
increasingly pivoted
toward documentary
filmmaking that fore-
grounds the natural

heritage of southern
[ran.

Cultural officials de-
scribe him as a “cred-
ible ambassador” of
Hormozgan’s land-
scapes and traditions
on the world stage.
‘The Way of a Red’ fea-
tures Reyhaneh Sade-
ghi, with sound record-
ed by Maher Soroudi,
sound design by Amin
Ardani and editing by
Mansour Vahdani. Its
international distribu-
tion is handled by Exir
Tasvir, led by Seyed
Hamed Nobari.

The film has already
drawn recognition

across multiple plat-
forms, including a spe-
cial award at the Nikon
International Film
Festival 2025 and hon-
ors at the Golden Shot
World Festival 2025,
alongside national priz-
es in Iran’s water and
environmental cinema
circuits.

The Chiayi competition,
hosted by the city’s Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau, is
a prominent platform
for ultra-short filmmak-
ing, drawing a diverse
international field and
spotlighting concise
narratives with global
resonance.

< Social Desk >

Lake Urmia in northwestern Iran
has reached its highest water vol-
ume in five years as inflows and
transfer projects boosted levels,
said Saeed Isapour, head of the Lake
Urmia Restoration Headquarters
planning office, in Urmia on May 3.
Water volume has climbed to 3.5
billion cubic meters, more than
3 billion cubic meters above the
start of the current water year, he

Lake Urmia rebounds to five-year high
as inflows lift water volume

said. Water level has also risen to
1,270.90 meters, up 1.40 meters
since start of the water year, ILNA
reported.

Surface area expanded to 2,255
square kilometers, about 1,700
square kilometers more than
the same period last year. Rivers
feeding the basin are delivering
300-350 cubic meters per second,
alongside a 30 cubic meters per
second transfer from the Kani Sib
project.

He forecast level could reach 1,271
meters within two weeks if condi-
tions persist. Farmers along river
routes were urged avoid unnec-
essary abstraction ensuring flows
reach lake. Officials said projected
autumn and winter rainfall offers
cautious optimism to stabilize the
internationally monitored hypersa-
line lake into next water year.



