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Mashhad enters race for OIC City
of Tourlsm for 2030

Arts & Culture Desk

Iran has nominated the northeastern
pilgrimage metropolis of Mashhad as
its candidate for the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation’s 2030 “City of
Tourism” title, Deputy Tourism Min-
ister Anoushirvan Mohseni-Bandpey
said, positioning the holy city to ex-
pand its international cultural foot-
print across the Muslim world.

The nomination, approved after tech-
nical assessments by the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts, places Mashhad among
prospective contenders expected to
compete for one of the Islamic world’s
highest-profile tourism distinctions,
according to IRNA.

The final selection process will move

forward at an expert-level review
session in Tashkent in May before
tourism ministers from OIC member
states convene in Doha later this year
to announce the winning city.

Home to the shrine of Imam Reza
(PBUH), Mashhad stands as one of the
region’s largest religious tourism
hubs, drawing millions of pilgrims
and travelers annually from across
West Asia, Central Asia, the Persian
Gulf, and the wider Islamic world. Ira-
nian tourism authorities say the city’s
extensive hospitality infrastructure,
expanding urban transit network,
and growing health tourism sector
strengthened its candidacy.

Officials view the nomination as a
strategic opening to deepen cultural
diplomacy, showcase Iran’s historical

and religious heritage, and channel
fresh investment into tourism facili-
ties in the country’s east.

Iran previously secured the title in
2018 with the northwestern city of
Tabriz, which hosted dozens of inter-
national cultural gatherings and tour-
ism events under the “Tabriz 2018”
initiative. The program remains one
of Tehran’s most prominent experi-
ences in multilateral Islamic tourism
cooperation.

The OIC tourism designation, former-
ly known as the “Capital of Islamic
Tourism,” has in recent years spot-
lighted cities such as Konya, Medina,
Bukhara, Cairo, Dakar, and Lahore,
featuring the initiative’s growing in-
ternational visibility across the Mus-
lim world.

Iran maps out post-war tourism
surge with hotels, airlines push

@rts & Culture Des@

Iran is preparing a
broad post-war ex-
pansion of its tour-
ism industry through
new infrastructure,
hotel capacity, airline
development and
international pro-
motional campaigns,
Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handi-
crafts Minister Reza
Salehi-Amiri said on
Sunday.

Speaking at the min-
istry’s seasonal con-
ference in Tehran,
Salehi-Amiri said au-
thorities were draft-
ing multiple support
packages for tour-
ism operators as the
country seeks to po-
sition the sector for a
“post-war leap” after
months of regional
turbulence and se-
curity pressures, ac-
cording to IRNA.
“The tourism indus-
try must be prepared
for a major jump in
the post-war peri-
od,” he said, adding
that plans were un-
derway to expand
accommodation net-
works, strengthen
aviation services,
boost cultural con-
tent production and
roll out international
advertising initiatives
aimed at reviving in-
bound travel.

The minister said the
support measures
were being coordi-
nated with parlia-
ment, the Economy
Ministry, the Plan and
Budget Organization
and other state bod-
ies, with details ex-
pected to be unveiled
soon.

Iran’s tourism au-
thorities are seeking

to capitalize on re-
newed regional at-
tention toward the
country’s historical
and cultural assets
after what officials
described as height-
ened international
solidarity over dam-
age inflicted on her-
itage sites during re-
cent conflict.
Salehi-Amiri said
149 historical sites
across 20 provinces
sustained damage
during the US-Israeli
strikes against Iran
which began Febru-
ary 28, prompting
domestic and inter-
national campaigns
in support of protect-
ing Iran’s ancient cul-
tural legacy.

He said global re-
actions had under-
scored the signif-
icance of Iranian
civilization and the
need to preserve its
heritage.

Despite wartime dis-
ruption, the minister
portrayed the recent
period as a test of
national resilience
that reinforced social
cohesion and pub-
lic engagement. He
pointed to large pub-
lic gatherings during
memorial ceremonies
for those killed in the
conflict as evidence

Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts
Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri
speaks at a ministry’s
seasonal conference in Tehran
on May 10, 2026.
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of what he called a
strengthened collec-
tive identity.

The government is
now attempting to
channel that atmo-
sphere into econom-
ic recovery sectors
including tourism,
one of Iran’s most
employment-inten-
sive industries.
Salehi-Amiri said
preserving public
confidence and im-
proving governance
efficiency would re-
main essential in the
reconstruction phase,
citing transportation,
housing, energy and
public services as pri-
orities alongside cul-
tural development.
Iran, home to UNES-
CO-listed landmarks
stretching from
Persepolis to Isfahan,
has increasingly pro-
moted cultural diplo-
macy and regional
tourism cooperation
as part of efforts to
widen its internation-
al tourism footprint.

TMoCA to unveil Picasso-led Spanish
modernist showcase in ‘Art & War’ series

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
(TMocA) will open a new chapter of its
‘Art & War’ program on May 11, fea-
turing 11 works by leading Spanish
modernist painters including Pablo
Picasso, Antoni Tapies, Robert Moth-
erwell and Juan Gris, as the capital’s
premier museum expands its interna-
tionally focused examination of war’s
imprint on modern art.

The exhibition, titled ‘Eleven Artworks
by Spanish Modernist Painters, runs
from May 11 to May 19 at the muse-
um’s main hall and draws exclusively
from TMoCA’s celebrated collection,
one of the most significant reposito-
ries of Western modern art outside
Europe and North America.

The showcase revisits how con-
flict, political turbulence and so-
cial upheaval reverberated through

20th-century Spanish art, bringing to-
gether works associated with Cubism,
abstraction and postwar modernism.
Museum organizers said the exhibi-
tion seeks to deepen public engage-
ment with the visual language artists
employed to confront war, displace-
ment and historical rupture.

The event follows the opening phase
of TMoCA'’s broader ‘Art & War’ ini-
tiative, which previously highlighted
works by major international pop art
figures including Roy Lichtenstein,
Robert Indiana and James Rosenquist
from May 3 to 10.

That exhibition explored art’s “re-
flective” and “resistant” role during
periods of global conflict and drew
attention to the museum'’s expanding
international cultural outreach.

By turning the spotlight onto Span-
ish modernism, the latest installment
widens the historical and geograph-

ical scope of the series while rein-
forcing Tehran’s role as a regional
platform for cross-cultural artistic
dialogue.

Tehran, Mexico City forge cultural bridge with Cyrus-inspired plaque

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran and Mexico marked a rare
cultural milestone in the cen-
tral Mexican city of Abasolo,
birthplace of independence
leader Miguel Hidalgo, where
diplomats, lawmakers and ac-
ademics unveiled a commem-
orative plaque inspired by the
ancient Cyrus Cylinder, high-
lighting shared ideals of sov-
ereignty, justice and cultural
identity.

Held on May 8 at Abasolo’s
historical museum on the an-
niversary of Miguel Hidalgo’s
birth, the event drew nearly
300 political, diplomatic and
cultural figures, including
members of Mexico’s Senate
and federal Congress, local
Guanajuato officials, repre-
sentatives of the ruling More-
na party and Cuba’s deputy
ambassador to Mexico, IRNA
reported.

The plaque, presented as a
symbol of civilizational dia-
logue between Iran and Mex-

ico, carries part of a message
attributed to Cyrus the Great
on freedom and human dig-
nity.

“Human beings are free to live
and work in any land, provid-
ed that they do not violate the
rights of others,” the inscrip-
tion reads.

Participants described the cer-
emony as a “historic” step to-
ward deepening cultural ties
between two nations shaped
by strong traditions of inde-
pendence and national dignity.
Addressing the gathering,
Iran’s Ambassador to Mexi-
co Abolfazl Pasandideh drew
parallels between Mexico’s
independence movement and
Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution,
saying both nations share his-
torical memories of resisting
foreign domination and safe-
guarding national identity.

He also highlighted the role of
religious leadership in trans-
formative moments of history,
comparing Hidalgo, the Catho-
lic priest who became a sym-

bol of Mexican independence,
with Imam Khomeini, founder
of the Islamic Republic.

The ambassador said today’s
world needs stronger dialogue
among nations, mutual respect
and cultural cooperation, add-
ing that Iran and Mexico, as
two ancient civilizations, can
help advance peace and under-
standing across regions.

The ceremony was repeat-
edly met with applause, with
attendees calling it one of
Guanajuato’s most distinc-
tive recent cultural initiatives

Iran’s Ambassador to Mexico Abolfazl
Pasandideh (1) shakes hands with Job
Eduardo Gallardo Santellano, Municipal
President of Abasolo, Guanajuato, during
a ceremony in Abasolo, Guanajuato, on
May 8, 2026, to unveil a commemorative
[)/(H]l/t inspired by the Cyrus Cylinder,
symbolizing a new cultural bridge
between the two nations
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linking Iran’s name with con-
cepts of freedom, dignity and
intercultural dialogue in the
hometown of Mexico’s inde-
pendence hero.



