
3Iran Daily  Monday, May 11, 2026 Economy 
Domestic

Iran is conducting trade 
with 39 African countries, 
with the value of each ton 
of Iranian exports to the 
continent rising by 25%, 
a senior Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) official 
said, according to IRNA.
Amir Roshanbakhsh, dep-
uty head for the devel-
opment of international 
businesses at the Trade 
Promotion Organization of 
Iran, provided details on 
the country’s trade trends 
with Africa.
“At present, Iran’s trade 
exchanges with 39 coun-
tries across the African 
continent are ongoing, and 
export and import process-
es with these countries are 
underway,” he said.

Roshanbakhsh said the 
value of each ton of Iranian 
exports to Africa had risen 
from $442 to $554.
“The value of each ton of 
exported goods to the Af-
rican continent was $442, 
which has increased by 
25% to $554, meaning the 
value of Iran’s exported 
goods to this continent has 
increased,” he said.
He added that the value of 
imports from Africa had 
declined by 11%, indicat-
ing that Iran was importing 
lower value-added goods 
while exporting products 
with higher added value.
Roshanbakhsh said Iran’s 
trade activity in North Af-
rica remained relatively 
limited despite what he de-
scribed as strong potential 
for expanding commerce in 

the region.
“If we divide the African 
continent into regions, our 
trade activities in North 
Africa have been relatively 
limited, despite the good 
capacity and potential 
these countries offer for 
our trade,” he said.
He added that Iran’s trade 
ties with West Africa were 
stronger, with an active 
trade center operating 
in the region and efforts 
underway to increase 
exchanges between mer-
chants.
Roshanbakhsh also em-
phasized the development 
of emerging opportunities 
in Africa, saying trade re-
lations with East African 
countries such as Tanzania 
had existed for years and 
continued to this day.

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
Shipping Lines (IRISL) ranked 
17th among the world’s top 
container shipping companies 
in the latest Alphaliner rank-
ings, according to Tasnim news 
agency.
Swiss-based Mediterranean 
Shipping Company (MSC) re-
tained its position as the world’s 
largest container shipping com-
pany with a capacity of 7.319 
million TEU.
Denmark’s Maersk and France’s 

CMA CGM ranked second and 
third, with capacities of 4.661 
million TEU and 4.289 million 
TEU, respectively.
China’s COSCO Group ranked 
fourth with a capacity of 3.597 
million TEU.
Germany’s Hapag-Lloyd, Sin-
gapore-based Ocean Network 
Express (ONE) and Taiwan’s 
Evergreen Marine ranked fifth 
through seventh, respectively.
South Korea’s Hyundai Mer-
chant Marine (HMM) ranked 
eighth with a capacity of 1.03 
million TEU, while Taiwan’s 

Yang Ming Marine Transport 
ranked ninth with a capacity of 
741,908 TEU.
IRISL ranked 17th globally with 
a container shipping capacity of 
142,180 TEU.
IRISL, Iran’s state shipping carri-
er, has operated under multiple 
rounds of US sanctions in recent 
years targeting Iran’s shipping 
and logistics sectors. Washing-
ton reimposed sanctions on 
IRISL and dozens of affiliated 
entities and vessels in 2018 and 
expanded measures in subse-
quent years.

The company has also faced 
operational pressure amid 
heightened tensions in regional 
shipping routes following the 
recent US naval blockade on Ira-
nian ports and shipping activity 
linked to the Strait of Hormuz.

In summary, these ties are likely to grow 
stronger in the medium term and could 

eventually develop into 
a stable and strategic 

partnership in the long run.
However, this does not necessarily mean 
the outcome will benefit the UAE. The 
Palestinian cause remains a central is-
sue in the Arab world and is not some-
thing that can simply be brushed aside. 
The growing rapprochement between 
Arab states — particularly the UAE — 
and Israel effectively amounts to a direct 
abandonment of that cause, and it will 
undoubtedly carry consequences.
Moreover, given the nature of the con-
frontation that unfolded between Iran 
and the UAE, it has become evident that 
the UAE could, because of its provoca-
tions against Iran, face setbacks that 
push it years backward. Abu Dhabi is 
also likely to recognize that its foreign 
policy must ultimately place reliable 

neighbors — including the Arab Persian 
Gulf states and Iran — at the center of 
its strategic calculations, rather than 
shaping its policies primarily around 
the interests of the United States and 
Israel.
 
Before the recent escalation, many 
believed Saudi Arabia was moving to-
ward normalizing ties with Israel and 
joining the Abraham Accords. In light 
of the war and the growing tensions 
between Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, can 
Saudi Arabia still be expected to move 
toward an agreement with Israel?
Prior to the war, there were many con-
crete indicators suggesting that Saudi 
Arabia could eventually join the Abra-
ham Accords. However, considering 
Iran’s role in the region and its emer-
gence as an undeniable regional — if 
not extra-regional — power, it can now 
be argued that the approach of both re-

gional and international actors toward 
Iran is likely to change.
This shift could push many countries, 
including neighboring states such as 
Saudi Arabia, to reconsider and poten-
tially recalibrate their foreign policies 
and alliance structures. One of the most 
significant aspects of this process would 
involve redefining Riyadh’s relationship 
with the United States and, subsequent-
ly, with Israel.
As for whether Saudi Arabia will join 
the accords in the short, medium, or 
long term, it is still too early to say with 
certainty. Much will depend on the final 
outcome of the war.
If positive negotiations emerge between 
Iran and the United States, Saudi Arabia 
could remain in a state of uncertain-
ty regarding the Abraham Accords, or 
at least continue to weigh its options 
cautiously. However, if no agreement is 
reached between Washington and Teh-

ran and the military costs of instability 
in the region continue to rise, there is 
a possibility that Saudi Arabia could, 
under a form of compulsion — partly 
voluntary and partly imposed by cir-
cumstances — become directly involved 
in the confrontation and eventually join 
the Abraham Accords. In this regard, the 
outcome of the war will be highly con-
sequential.
 
Could the widening rift between the 
UAE and several key Arab actors, in-
cluding Abu Dhabi’s withdrawal from 
frameworks such as OPEC and OAPEC, 
create new diplomatic, economic, or 
security opportunities for Iran in the 
post-war period?
After the war, Iran’s regional role has 
changed in a fundamental way. From a 
realistic standpoint, Iran has entered 
a new phase of power, having demon-
strated both a degree of deterrence ca-

pability and its broader strength in both 
offensive and defensive arenas.
The UAE’s withdrawal from OPEC and 
Arab alliances, as well as its confronta-
tional posture toward Iran, could cre-
ate several opportunities for Tehran, 
including strengthening Iran’s regional 
standing. Now, Iran could use this op-
portunity to enhance its leverage — 
both through control over the Iranian 
islands and through its oil leverage and 
the strategic importance of the Strait 
of Hormuz. This could allow Tehran to 
emerge as a more influential and pow-
erful regional actor.
That said, a more precise assessment 
will require additional time, as the full 
consequences of the war have not yet 
become entirely clear and the situation 
remains, so to speak, in a gray zone. 
More time is needed before more de-
finitive and accurate analyses can be 
offered.

IKIA says foreign airlines  
in talks to resume Iran routes

Economy  Desk

Foreign airlines are in 
talks to resume flights 
to Iran and have an-
nounced their readi-
ness to return to the 
market, the chief exec-
utive of Tehran’s Imam 
Khomeini International 
Airport (IKIA) City told 
ILNA.
Ramin Kashef-Azar said 
foreign carriers were 
negotiating a return to 
Iranian routes as condi-
tions stabilized follow-
ing the conflict.
The country’s airspace 
gradually reopened 
after a ceasefire was 
r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n 
Washington and Tehran 
on April 8, halting a 40-

day conflict launched 
by the US-Israeli coali-
tion in late February.
“International flights 
are operating according 
to schedule. Domestic 
airlines are maintain-
ing their international 
flight programs and 
flight conditions at this 
airport are normal,” 
Kashef-Azar said.
“For foreign airlines, 
Iran is an attractive 
market, and with every 
day they lose access 
to Iranian routes they 
incur losses. They do 
not want to lose this 
market, and multiple 
rounds of negotiations 
have so far taken place 
on returning to Iranian 
routes as conditions 

stabilize,” he said.
He said domestic carri-
ers were continuing to 
meet market demand 
until foreign airlines 
resumed operations.
“Domestic airlines are 
continuing to meet ex-
isting market demand, 
and with longer operat-
ing hours, the number 
of flights at Imam Kho-
meini Airport is also 
increasing,” he said.
Kashef-Azar said Iran 
Air was currently oper-
ating Hajj flights with-
out the participation of 
Saudi airlines and had 
encountered no prob-
lems.
He added that foreign 
airlines had also moved 
to remove parked air-
craft from Imam Kho-
meini airport during 
the period of conflict.
Kashef-Azar said de-
velopment projects at 
Imam Khomeini airport 
were continuing with-
out interruption.
“Development is our 
right, and during this 
period no project was 
halted or left unfin-
ished,” he said.

IRCS pharmaceutical firms suffer $83m wartime damage

Two pharmaceutical and 
medical equipment com-
panies affiliated with the 

Iranian Red Crescent So-
ciety (IRCS) suffered an es-
timated $83.3 million (1.5 
trillion tomans) in damages 
during the US-Israeli war 
against Iran, the head of 
the organization’s medi-
cal procurement body told 
ISNA.
Mohammad Reza Shane-
saz, head of the Iranian 
Red Crescent Society’s 
Medical  Procurement 
Organization, said near-
by explosions during the 
40-day war damaged the 
pharmaceutical and med-
ical equipment companies.
He said laboratories, pro-
duction halls and other 

sections of the companies 
were damaged, forcing the 
Medical Procurement Or-
ganization out of produc-
tion for two days.
However, Shanesaz said 
employees, most of them 
women, quickly resumed 
operations.
“Without any fear, they 
immediately got to work, 
removed the obstacles that 
had halted production, and 
the company’s production 
resumed,” he said.
He added that both com-
panies had also come un-
der attack during the earli-
er 12-day Israeli-imposed 
war in June.

Shanesaz said preliminary 
estimates put the damage 
to the two companies at 
around 1.5 trillion tomans, 
though he said the figure 
would “certainly increase.”
He also said eight con-
tainers carrying materials 
needed for the production 
of hemodialysis filters had 
been seized aboard the 
vessel Tosca.
He said obtaining the ma-
terials had been difficult 
and time-consuming, and 
that their seizure would 
complicate the production 
of medical equipment for 
dialysis patients until the 
cargo was released.
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