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Zanjan’s filigree art under pressure
as silver prices soar

( Iranica Desk )

Zanjan'’s traditional filigree (Mali-
leh) art, a delicate silver-weaving
craft that has long been prac-
ticed in the province and has
survived various ups and downs
to reach the present generation,
is now struggling under a heavy
burden of problems — chief
among them the soaring price
of raw silver.

Experts warn that without ur-
gent support, this centuries-old
art may disappear entirely. Fili-
gree work in Zanjan is regarded
as arefined and authentic craft
that, despite numerous obsta-
cles, has remained alive thanks
to the taste, creativity, and ded-
ication of its artisans, according
to IRNA.

The art owes much to genera-
tions of craftsmen who worked
with extremely simple tools to
create valuable works, some-
times even losing their eyesight
in the process. In this industry,
fine silver wires are intricately
twisted and woven together
with great precision, producing
a magnificent display of artist-
ry and creativity unique to Zan-
jan’s artisans.

When arranged together, these
delicate strands form enduring
and beautiful works that inspire
admiration from viewers — so
much so that many affirm Zan-
jan rightly carries the title of
“World City of Filigree.”
Beyond their aesthetic value,
filigree products such as tea
sets, candy dishes, vases, can-
dlesticks, photo frames, and
various types of jewelry attract
tourists. Equally important are
the skilled master craftsmen

and numerous workshops that
have played a key role in the in-
ternational recognition of this
craft.

However, in recent times —
amid economic instability and
broader regional pressures —
the industry has faced growing
uncertainty, with fears of clo-
sure becoming more serious
than ever. Experts warn that
neglecting this sector could
have irreversible consequences.
Fatemeh Abdollahi, head of
the Association of Handicrafts
Producers and Exporters at the
Zanjan Chamber of Commerce,
pointed to structural problems
in the industry, particularly the
lack of focused development
and support for artisans, which
has worsened challenges in the
sector.

She noted that Zanjan'’s filigree
industry is currently managed
under the Gold, Jewelry, and
Watches Union, arguing that
it should instead be organized

under a dedicated association.
She added that the Handicrafts
Association has been working,
since its establishment, on ini-

tiatives aligned with social re-
sponsibility.

She also highlighted a long-
stalled proposal to create a “Sil-
ver Bank” to support artisans by
stabilizing raw material supply,
which was pursued before the
COVID-19 pandemic but has yet
to be realized.

Another long-standing proposal
is the establishment of a perma-
nent Filigree Creativity House,
exhibition space, and workshop
center to bring together arti-
sans and their products in one
location — possibly in the his-
toric Hakimian Mansion, which
could also attract tourists. How-
ever, this plan has not yet been
implemented.

Abdollahi stressed the need for
urgent official support, warning
that continued neglect could
lead to the collapse of this im-

portant but vulnerable craft.

She also pointed to declining
sales due to rising silver prices
(99.99 purity), which have reduced

her craft.

She said that when Zanjan was
recognized as a World City of
Filigree, her works were show-

purchasing power and pushed
filigree products down consum-
ers’ priority lists. As a result,
many artisans have been forced
out of business or turned to in-
formal jobs and street vending.
Additional challenges include
lack of insurance for artisans,
absence of dedicated pavilions
and displays at international
exhibitions, and customs and
export barriers that limit for-
eign income potential.

A Zanjan artisan with 37 years
of experience, Yalda Taghipour
Kazemi, shared her personal
journey, noting that she trained
under master Mansour Ka-
zemian Moghaddam and began
teaching filigree in 1997. De-
spite difficult working condi-
tions and lack of a permanent
workspace, she managed to
rent a workshop and continue
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cased, which was a proud mo-
ment for her. However, she em-
phasized that the most serious
ongoing problem remains ac-
cess to silver, whose price has
surged dramatically.

According to her, current mar-
ket conditions are highly un-
favorable, with raw materials
becoming increasingly expen-
sive. Many workshops have
closed, and exports have largely
stopped.

Dariush Naderi, Deputy Head
of Handicrafts and Tradition-
al Arts Department of Zanjan
Province, confirmed that the
city’s filigree industry is facing
multiple challenges. He said the
price of raw silver has increased
by more than 500 percent in the
past eight months alone.

He added that occasional short-
ages of silver at critical produc-

tion times, along with the grow-
ing influence of middlemen and
black-market pricing for broken
or recycled silver, have intensi-
fied the crisis.

He also pointed to a lack of
coordination among respon-
sible institutions — including
the Municipality (secretariat of the
World City of Filigree), Management
and Planning Organization, the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, and the Cultural Her-
itage Organization — which has
contributed to ongoing prob-
lems.

Naderi stressed the need for
these bodies to work together
through the World City of Fili-
gree secretariat. He said efforts
are underway to establish a
Silver Bank for artisans, which
would require forming a dedi-
cated guild or association.

He suggested that funding for
raw silver could be sourced
from corporate social responsi-
bility programs, similar to how
infrastructure projects in water
and transportation are financed.
He also referred to plans to
consolidate artisans in a shared
space such as the historic
Hakimian House, which could
both attract tourists and re-
duce production costs through
shared equipment. Tourism
workshops in cooperation with
the copper guild have already
shown positive results.

Finally, he noted that initia-
tives such as holding filigree
auctions and establishing a
specialized museum of filigree
in the Handicrafts Museum are
on the agenda, which could fur-
ther promote and preserve this
unique art form.

Crown imperial blooms transform Iran’s highlands each spring

( Iranica Desk )

Fritillaria imperialis, one of
Iran’s most well-known na-
tive flowering species, cre-
ates a striking and symbolic
landscape during its blooming
season due to the distinctive
color and unique structure of
its petals. The plant features
flowers with varied shapes
and sizes, each possessing its
own aesthetic value. Rising
on relatively tall stems, its
long, narrow leaves emerge
directly from the stalk in a
dense arrangement. These
features have turned the spe-
cies, beyond its ecological im-
portance, into a major attrac-
tion for nature-based tourism,
drawing visitors interested in
photography, hiking, ecotour-
ism, and springtime outdoor
experiences.

According to nature reports
and scientific references, the
distribution of Fritillaria im-
perialis is mainly concentrat-
ed in mountainous regions
and foothills. This distribu-
tion gives its associated tour-
ism a clearly seasonal and
region-specific character, ac-
cording to chtn.ir.

Belonging to the lily family,
Fritillaria imperialis is a wild-
flower with a highly distinc-
tive appearance. Although
native to the Iranian plateau,
some related species are also

found in Anatolia and the Hi-
malayan foothills. The flower
has a bell-shaped, inverted
form and contains a clear
fluid that sometimes drips
downward, while dew often
collects on its petals and falls
in the early morning.

In nature, the species ap-
pears in a variety of colors,
including red, white, yellow,
and orange. Its petals curve
downward from the top of the
stem, giving rise to its com-
mon name, “crown imperial.”
One of its notable character-
istics is a set of large, glossy
segments, and the plant can
reach a height of up to 80 cen-
timeters.

In regions such as Mahne-

shan, Zanjan Province, the
flower appears in a distinc-
tive form, particularly in its
hanging or inverted varieties.
Many species within this ge-
nus are mountain or foothill
plants that grow under spe-
cific ecological conditions.

As such, the plant is

valued not only for

its beauty but also

as an indicator of eco-
system health.

In highland areas of
Mahneshan, including
Khvor Jahan village, red and
white crown imperial flowers
can be observed. Local com-
munities refer to the flower
as “Aglar Gullar”. The invert-
ed red blossoms attract every

observer’s attention. Bees
also feed on these flowers in
the region.

Heavy snowfall during winter
creates favorable conditions
for spring growth, as melt-
ing snow gradually supplies
moisture. The plant requires

little irrigation, as rainfall at
higher elevations is usually
sufficient.

In Mahneshan, crown imperi-
als typically reach peak bloom
in spring. For tourism purpos-
es, the exact optimal viewing
period must be determined
through field observation
or phenological calendars,
as climate change may shift
its flowering season. Proper
planning can turn this short
seasonal window into a sig-
nificant tourism opportunity.
The Fritillaria plains at the
foothills of surrounding
mountains create remark-
able landscapes, enriched by
springs, streams, and green
pastures, making the area
one of the most attractive des-
tinations for observing these
flowers.

The plant has a complex genet-
ic structure and requires pre-
cise environmental conditions
for growth. If protected from
human and animal distur-
bance, up to 10,000 stems can
be seen in a single meadow.
Every year, from mid or late
April to the end of May, Iran’s
green plains host the bloom-
ing of these striking flowers,
offering nature enthusiasts a
unique opportunity to experi-
ence their beauty.

Iran is considered the native
homeland of crown imperials.
Historical accounts suggest

that Europeans first took the
plant from Iran to Europe,
where it was cultivated in
greenhouses, although its
natural growth remains most
prominent in Iran. Due to its
resilience in cold and rocky
mountainous environments,
the flower is also regarded as
a symbol of endurance and
resistance.

During the flowering season,
the main threats include flow-
er picking, damage to bulbs,
off-trail walking, trampling,
and increased littering, all of
which can harm fragile habi-
tats.

Fritillaria imperialis is a bul-
bous plant, cultivated through
its underground bulb, which
also contains medicinal prop-
erties. In traditional medicine,
the bulb is used for treating
rheumatic and joint pain and
is considered beneficial for
liver ailments. However, the
root is toxic, and no part of
the plant is edible.

Visitors are therefore urged
to respect and protect these
flowers during their visits.
The Fritillaria plains in
Mahneshan were officially
registered as a National Nat-
ural Heritage site in January
2021. The flower’s short
blooming period and rarity
highlight the importance of
preserving this valuable nat-
ural treasure of Iran.




