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President commends books

as humanity’s living memory N

( Arts & Culture Desk >

President Masoud Pezeshkian
on Saturday marked the launch
of the seventh Tehran Book
Fair with a message describing
books as “the living memory of
human history and civilization”
and a lasting embodiment of
human wisdom, experience and
knowledge.

In his statement, Pezeshkian
called books a shared heritage
through which nations think, en-
gage in dialogue and illuminate
their path forward. He said the
international book fair reflects
society’s respect for knowledge
and the exchange of ideas.
Citing humanity’s turbulent
past, the president said societies
that have successfully navigated
crises, wars, extremism and the

darkness of ignorance are those
that have placed books, learning
and rational thought at the cen-
ter of their social and cultural
life.

He warned that in today’s unsta-
ble global environment—where
violence, extremism and dom-
ination threaten national se-
curity—there is a greater need
than ever to promote reading.
Sustainable peace, he said, is
not forged through destructive
power or the shedding of inno-
cent blood, but through knowl-
edge, justice, ethics and mutual
understanding among nations,
with books serving as the fore-
most language of such values.
Pezeshkian also paid tribute to
writers, researchers, translators,
publishers and cultural figures,
thanking organizers for staging

the event.

The seventh Tehran Book Fair,
featuring 2,296 publishers, of-
ficially opened online on Sat-
urday, May 16, and will run
through May 23 under the slo-
gan “Let’s Read for Iran.” In ad-
dition to domestic participants,
a number of digital publishers
and platforms are taking part,
alongside 19 foreign publishers
or literary agents.

Held virtually—a format tested
in previous editions—the fair is
framed as an effort to support
the resilience of the publishing
industry during wartime con-
ditions. The online platform
enables readers to access books
around the clock with just a few
clicks.

Books are being offered with a
25% discount—comprising a

15% publisher reduction and a
10% subsidy from the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance—on purchases up to 20
million rials ($11), with the 15%
publisher discount continuing
beyond that threshold. Foreign
publishers are also offering
discounts ranging from 10% to
50% depending on publication
year, in addition to a 10% gov-
ernment subsidy.

Orders will be delivered free
of charge via postal services,
and buyers will have access to
customer support for their pur-
chases.
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Iranian documentary project wins
top prize at DocsBarcelona

< Arts & Culture Desk >

The documentary project No
Friend but the Mountains, di-
rected and produced by Yas-
er Talebi, has won the Best
Project Award in the industry
section of the DocsBarcelona,
ISNA reported.

The film offers a poetic por-
trayal of the final days of life
in a world on the brink of dis-
appearance. Set deep within
the forests and mountains of
northern Iran, it unfolds amid
mist, snow, the sound of cattle,
and the ever-burning fire of an

old cabin. The narrative echoes
themes of love, solitude, ero-
sion and the enduring bond be-
tween humans and a homeland
that is gradually slipping away.
In a statement, the jury said
the decision was unanimous,
praising the project for its
clear and compelling storytell-
ing. They noted that the film
explores generational change
while presenting a multi-gen-
erational story of care, love and
conflict. Its central characters,
the jury added, are portrayed
as both vulnerable and resil-
ient, with relationships that

reveal deep layers of affection
and tension.

DocsBarcelona is considered
one of Europe’s leading docu-
mentary platforms. This year’s
edition hosted 62 indepen-
dent projects from 30 coun-
tries, alongside more than 700
industry professionals and
guests.

Iran unveils Minab Fund
at Cannes Film Market

< Arts & Culture Desk >

Iran’s cinema sector is attend-
ing the 2026 Cannes Film Mar-
ket (May 12-20) with a new ini-
tiative titled the “Minab Fund,”
introduced by the Farabi Cine-
ma Foundation.

The proposed initiative is
aimed at backing feature films,
documentaries and short proj-
ects about the schoolchildren in
Minab, who were Kkilled on the
first day of the US-Israeli war
against Iran, while also promot-
ing Iranian works on this theme
at international events.

Meanwhile, the Iranian Inde-
pendent Filmmakers Associa-
tion (IFMA) announced its fourth
consecutive presence at the
Cannes Film Market. The asso-
ciation’s booth is hosting film-
makers, industry professionals,
journalists and representatives
of international festivals.

The IFMA pavilion aims to pro-
vide a platform for networking,
information-sharing and dis-
cussions on the current state
of Iran’s independent cinema.
An opening gathering was held
on May 13, bringing together
guests and industry peers for

an informal reception.

The Cannes Film Market, also
called Marché du Film, is an an-
nual marketplace for films and
one of the world's largest film
markets that is held annually
in conjunction with the Cannes
Film Festival in France.

Virtual Book Fair keeps reading within reach
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Given the current situa-
tion—war, economic pressures and
other challenges—how do you assess
the decision to hold the book fair vir-
tually?

Any effort related to publish-
ing, distributing and making books avail-
able—through whatever platform or

means is possible—is naturally viewed as
a positive step by book enthusiasts. The
virtual fair, as in previous years when it
ran alongside the physical event, is for-
tunately still in place. While it is regret-
table that an in-person edition could not
be held under these circumstances, it is
hoped that readers will make the most of
this opportunity and purchase the books
they need, especially given the subsidies
and discounts offered by the Ministry of
Culture and publishers.

Considering that the fair has tradition-
ally been held in person with strong
public engagement, could the absence
of a physical edition this year under-
mine its trajectory or credibility? Can
the virtual format replace it?

It can certainly serve as a partial substi-
tute, but not a complete one. That said,
this opportunity should be used to step
up outreach and public awareness efforts,
ensuring that the necessary conditions
for public participation are in place, as
in previous years. At the same time, au-
diences can still visit bookstores during
the fair period. Those who would typical-
ly browse and select books in person at
the exhibition can now turn to bookstores
instead—searching for and purchasing

books directly there.

The book fair has also functioned as a
cultural festival that promotes read-
ing. Can its virtual version have a sim-
ilar impact?

Holding the fair in any format or platform
can be influential in this regard. It is en-
couraging to see that in recent months,
visits to bookstores and book purchases
have increased. The reasons may require
further examination, but in practice, there
has been a noticeable rise in demand,
particularly in general and children’s
books. At the same time, online book pur-
chases have also grown. This is a positive
development and should be welcomed.
It would be even better to gradually move
toward a model where the book fair
serves primarily as a venue for showcas-
ing and introducing books, and as a space
for interaction among cultural figures—
authors, translators and publishers—
while actual sales are carried out through
bookstores, with readers obtaining their
books from these outlets.

How do you assess the reported rise
in public interest in books in recent
months? Could it be linked to the war
and tensions, with people turning to

reading for solace?

Books are the best companions, especial-
ly in solitude or under difficult and ex-
ceptional circumstances. The increased
inclination toward reading may well be
linked to the particular conditions experi-
enced in recent weeks. At the same time,
it is encouraging that despite all challeng-
es—including rising costs and the higher
price of books—the cultural community
has shown such interest toward reading
and purchasing books.

What is your view on the incentives
offered this year to encourage book
purchases at the fair?

A subsidy has been provided by the
Ministry of Culture, alongside discounts
offered by publishers, bringing the total
reduction to 25%. In addition, buyers do
not pay for delivery.

Notably, the publishers’ share of the dis-
count has increased this year, even as
their costs have risen compared to previ-
ous years due to wartime conditions. It is
hoped that stronger public response and
higher sales will help offset this burden.
Given the increased public interest in
books, it is expected that turnout for book
purchases at this year’s fair will remain
strong, as in previous years.



