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" President: Iran ready to assure world
of not seeking nukes

‘Negotiating team will never compromise on national dignity’
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NIGC signs 77 strategic contracts
to curb gas consumption ahead of
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Exportis most formidable challenge
of Iran’s apiculture: Businessman
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30% rise in honey output predicted
for current year

Asian Taekwondo Championships:

Iran finishes men’s runner-up,

Kiani saves the day
for women's team

Sistan Anthropology Museum
preserves 5,000 years of civilization

(7

T

Tehran, Washington edge
closer to potential peace deal
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The photo, shared by Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei on X on May 24, 2026, shows an image of a rock relief in Marvdasht, southern Iran, depicting Roman emperors
Valerian standing and Philip I kneeling before ancient Iranian Sasanian King Shapur 1.

Ceasefire in Washington's interest, settlement on Tehran’s terms

By Janvi Sonaiya
Indian Journalist

O P I N I O N
EXCLUSIVE

There is a telling asymmetry at the
heart of the current Iran-United States
negotiations that most Western com-
mentary has carefully avoided naming.
Donald Trump said that negotiators are
"getting a lot closer” to a final agree-
ment. He added that he would "only
sign a deal where we get everything
we want." It is a statement designed for

domestic consumption; confident, pres-
idential in register. It is also, measured
against the actual balance of forces on
the ground, disconnected from the ne-
gotiating reality that serious analysts
on all sides now privately acknowledge.
The United States did not win this war
in any meaningful strategic sense. It
conducted strikes. It imposed costs. It
did not alter the fundamental equation
of power in the Persian Gulf.

Iran entered these negotiations with its
core strategic infrastructure intact. Its
missile sites along the Strait of Hormuz
remain largely operational. Its enrich-

ment program, while disrupted, was not
dismantled. The Strait itself, the artery
through which approximately a fifth of
the world's traded oil passes, remains
under Iranian sovereign management,
and Tehran has stated with precision
that this will not change regardless of
what any final text says.

This is the foundation on which Iran
negotiates. From the position of a state
that absorbed the full weight of Amer-
ican and Israeli military power and
emerged with its deterrent capacity
meaningfully preserved.

Trump's assurance that Iran's enriched

uranium will be "satisfactorily handled"
carries the weight of a phrase that has
performed this function before, in 2015,
in the various frameworks that preced-
ed and followed the JCPOA; without
ever resolving the underlying question
of what satisfactory actually means
to both parties simultaneously. Iran's
Foreign Ministry has signaled clearly
that the nuclear file is not its primary
concern at this stage. Ending the war
comprehensively is the non-negotiable
condition around which Tehran has or-
ganized its entire diplomatic posture.

It reflects Iran's understanding that a

partial agreement which ends American
military pressure while leaving Israel
free to continue operations in Lebanon
is not a peace settlement. It is a rear-
rangement of the conflict's geography.

The pressure Washington does
not discuss

Serious analysis requires accounting
for the domestic political pressures that
are shaping American urgency in these
negotiations; pressures Page8 >
that receive far less

scrutiny in Western media than Iranian
domestic politics routinely do.



