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Gov't moves to restore Internet
access after wartime blackout

< Economy Desk >

A specialized Iranian gov-
ernment body oversee-
ing cyberspace approved
a plan to reconnect the
country to the global In-
ternet, the semi-official
Fars news agency re-
ported on Monday, after
months of severe restric-
tions imposed over the re-
cent US-Israeli aggression
against Iran.

The fourth meeting of
the Special Cyberspace
Management Headquar-
ters was held under the
chairmanship of First Vice
President Mohammad
Reza Aref and attended
by members of the body,
according to the govern-
ment’s official informa-
tion portal.

The portal said the meet-
ing approved “important
measures regarding the
country’s Internet situa-
tion” that would be sent
to President Masoud
Pezeshkian for final ap-
proval before being com-
municated to the Ministry
of Information and Com-
munications Technology
for implementation.

No official details of the
measures were released,
but Fars reported that
a proposal to reconnect

international Internet
access was approved by
nine votes and sent to
Pezeshkian’s office for fi-
nal approval.

Since the start of the
recent US-Israeli war
against Iran on Feb. 28,
access to the global In-
ternet has largely been
unavailable to ordinary
citizens except for those
with “pro Internet,” spe-
cial “white” SIM cards, or
access to Starlink.

The shutdown of inter-
national Internet access
in Iran has become the
longest widespread out-
age in the history of the
Internet.

Over the past year, Iran's
Internet has been dis-
rupted for more than 100
days, including a record
88 consecutive days of
outage during the con-
flict, according to avail-
able data.

Iran ICT Guild Organiza-
tion blockchain commis-
sion head Abbas Ashtiani
estimated that the digital
blackout has imposed
between $30 million and
$35 million per day in
direct, indirect and op-
portunity costs on the
country.

Ehsan Chitsaz, deputy
minister for policymak-
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ing, planning and digital
economy at the Commu-
nications Ministry, wrote
in a note published on
the government’s offi-
cial website that those
who still believed soci-
ety, the digital economy
and younger genera-
tions could be managed
through prolonged Inter-
net shutdowns “have not
understood the reality of
today’s world.”

“The big mistake is that
some still see the Internet
merely as a media threat,
while widespread Inter-
net shutdowns create a
chain of security, econom-
ic, social and technolog-
ical crises that can even
weaken national security,”
he wrote.

Chitsaz added that nei-
ther the political estab-
lishment nor the gov-
ernment would allow
“some people, with this
naive and anti-develop-
ment mindset contrary

to the long-term interests
of national security, to
push the country toward
prolonged internet shut-
downs and digital isola-
tion.”

Speaking at Monday'’s
meeting, Aref criticized
Internet restrictions, say-
ing dealing with the Inter-
net in such a way was like
closing an entire highway
to all vehicles instead of
confronting a single of-
fending driver.

Aref said the president
had used his legal au-
thority as head of govern-
ment, chairman of the Su-
preme National Security
Council, chairman of the
Supreme Council of Cy-
berspace and chairman
of the Supreme Council of

the Cultural Revolution to
establish the body.

He said it was the first
time a president had ex-
plicitly invoked both the
presidency and the chair-
manship of the Supreme
National Security Council
in such a decree, making
the body both a govern-
ment body and a Supreme
National Security Council
body.

Criticizing what he de-
scribed as arbitrary and
personal approaches
toward cyberspace and
internet policy, Aref said
Iran’s young talent and
human resources were
capable of driving scien-
tific and technological
progress, but that restric-
tive internet policies had

hindered development.
“Now that the enemy is
attacking our science and
knowledge, should we
also damage the country’s
scientific and technologi-
cal growth by shutting
down the Internet?” Aref
said.

During the conflict, 32 re-
search centers across the
country had been dam-
aged.

“Do we fundamentally
have the right to take this
right away from the peo-
ple because of personal
preferences or short-
comings in different sec-
tors? I know that some
opposition to reopening
the Internet stems from
personal preferences and
corporate interests.”

Mazandaran’s ICTP opens
as national push for Al ranking
gains traction

< Economy Desk >

A new Information
and Communications
Technology Park (icTp)
was inaugurated in the
northern province of
Mazandaran on Monday,
as part of a national ini-
tiative aimed at position-
ing the country among
the world's top 10 in
Artificial Intelligence (an.
The latest ICTP, un-
der the name of Digital
Economy Growth and
Development Center,
was launched in the city
of Sari, state news agen-
cy IRNA reported.

Mostafa Mafi, head of
Iran's ICTP organization,
said the establishment
of provincial technolo-
gy parks aligns with the
country's Seventh De-
velopment Plan as eight
ICTPs have been estab-

lished to date.
"Provincial parks oper-
ate independently, and
technology companies
and digital firms based
in these centers will
benefit from various
exemptions," Mafi said
during a meeting with
technology firm manag-
ers and startup repre-
sentatives following the
inauguration.

Mafi noted that gov-
ernment support for
the digital economy is
prioritized for less-de-
veloped provinces. He
emphasized the strate-
gic importance of digital
technology development
in Mazandaran, given the
millions of tourists visit-
ing the northern region
annually.

"With the presence of
millions of tourists and
travelers in the north-

ern region, especially
Mazandaran, the devel-
opment of digital tech-
nology in this area is
very important and nec-
essary," he said.

He added that technolo-
gy companies could now
present smartification
projects across various
provincial development
sectors.

"With the creation of
this center, technology
companies can present
smartification projects
in various development
sectors of the province,
which will definitely re-
ceive serious financial
support from the Minis-
try of Communications
and Information Tech-
nology," Mafi said.
Esmaeil Aezi, Mazanda-
ran's director-general
of communications and
information technology,
said at the inauguration
ceremony that ICTPs
would provide com-
prehensive support to
knowledge-based com-
panies, startups, accel-
erators and technology
incubators.

"ICTPs, as one of the
special technology
branches of the Ministry
of Communications, will
provide full-scale sup-
port to knowledge-based
companies, startups, ac-
celerators and technolo-
gy cores," Aezi said.

CAO says 20 airports resume
flights after US-Israeli attacks

< Economy Desk >

Iranian civil aviation authorities said
20 airports across the country have
successfully resumed operations
following the recent US-Israeli ag-
gression.

Speaking to Fars news agency on
Monday, Civil Aviation Organization
(ca0) spokesman Majid Akhavan said
20 airports, representing 40% of the
country's airports, have resumed
operations following the US-Israeli
war, which began on February 28.
Akhavan added that Iran's third-bus-
iest international airport in the
northwestern city of Tabriz is ex-
pected to resume operations within

the next few days.

Tabriz International Airport serves
nine foreign destinations, including
Istanbul, Baghdad, Dubai, Baku and
Hamburg.

Seven Iranian airports were targeted
during the 40-day war, with attacks
focusing more on tourism, passen-
ger and cargo infrastructure than
on military facilities, according to
Iranian media.

Following the ceasefire reached on
April 8 between Washington and
Tehran, Iran Air resumed domestic
flights on April 25 after a 55-day
suspension, with its first service op-
erating between Tehran and Mash-
had.

International flights also resumed
in late April, beginning with an Iran
Air Hajj flight to the holy Saudi city
of Medina from Imam Khomeini In-
ternational Airport, with flights to
three destinations operating on the
first day.

Chinaleans toward ...

Threatening to reduce or halt these
purchases would amount to max-
imum pressure on
Page1 > Tehran. Likewise,
China provides arms-related sup-
port to Iran, and cutting off that
support would exert additional
pressure.
At the same time, as a permanent
member of the UN Security Council,
China can back international guar-
antees in the form of resolutions. It
can also cut deals with the United
States. Regardless of geopolitical
rivalry, Beijing and Washington re-
main economically interdependent
and vulnerable to one another in
key areas.

If China declines to act as guaran-
tor or opts for a limited role, how

would that affect the trajectory
of negotiations and the balance
among the actors involved?

This scenario appears more likely—
that China would manage the pro-
cess from behind the scenes rather
than stepping in directly. In any
case, the parties to the conflict in
West Asia will continue along their
path under pressure from regional
actors who have been affected by
the war.

At the same time, China’s absence
from a direct role in Iran’s peace
equation would not hinder Teh-
ran-Beijing relations. Bilateral ties
are already moving along their nat-
ural trajectory toward becoming
strategic. Should conflict flare up
again, China could still step in and
play a significant role on the ground.

Iranian
delegation

in Qatar for
peace talks,
frozen funds

( Economy Desk >

A high-level Iranian dele-
gation headed by the coun-
try’s top negotiator arrived
in Doha, Qatar on Monday
in a surprise visit as part of
ongoing diplomatic efforts to
end the war with the United
States and secure the release
of frozen Iranian funds.

“The trip is part of the diplo-
matic process that began in
recent weeks through Paki-
stan’s mediation to end the
conflict,” official news agency
IRNA said.

According to Tasnim and Fars
news agencies, Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf was accompanied by
Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi and Central Bank Gov-
ernor Abdolnaser Hemmati.
Fars reported that Hemmati
travelled to Qatar to “review
the release of frozen assets.”
IRNA said the delegation
would confer about “certain
aspects related to negotia-
tions to end the war” with
senior Qatari officials.

The Iranian visit came after
a Qatari delegation flew to
Tehran last week to discuss
mediation efforts between
Iran and the US.

One of Tehran’s demands in
negotiations with Washing-
ton to end the war launched
by the United States and Is-
rael on February 28 is the
release of its frozen financial
assets.

According to Fars, Washing-
ton agreed to free part of Teh-
ran’s blocked overseas assets
and its lift the naval blockade
on vessels travelling to and
from Iranian ports in return
for reopening the Strait of
Hormuz.

In 2023, $6 billion in Iranian
assets frozen in South Korean
banks was transferred to Qa-
tar pending the release of five
US citizens detained by Iran,
according to AFP.

The funds were never re-
leased after relations be-
tween Washington and Teh-
ran deteriorated following
the Hamas attack on Israel
on October 7, 2023.

Pakistan has so far served as
the main mediator in peace
negotiations between the
United States and Iran.

The talks, which have contin-
ued since the implementation
of a ceasefire on April 8, are
aimed at reaching a compre-
hensive deal to end to the
war.

In recent weeks, Qatar, which
has previously mediated be-
tween Iran and the US, ap-
pears to have been stepping
up its role in advancing nego-
tiations.

Earlier this month, Qatari
Prime Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
met senior US officials includ-
ing Vice President ]D Vance
and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio in the United States to
push forward diplomacy.
The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz since early March,
through which around one-
fifth of the world’s oil and
natural gas normally flows,
has also halted vital Persian
Gulf maritime exports, in-
cluding Qatar’s LNG ship-
ments.



